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FBI: North Cotabato 
blast was extortion, 
not terror attack 


Nurses retake exams, 


seek leakage closure 


By Vincent Cabreza 
and Leila B. Salaverria 

MANY OFTHE WHISTLE-BLOWERS WHO EX- 
posed the cheating in the nursing board exami- 
nations in June last year have decided to retake 
the licensure test to remove the stigma of the 
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Pope meets Bush 
in private, shares 
concerns over Iraq! 
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Ferry catches 
fire off Mindoro 
Island; 5 killed 
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Manny Pacquiao's 
kid brother absorbs 
ТКО 105$ in New о 


Hungarians outkiss 


Filipinos for record 


 BUDAPEST—HUNGARI- 
ans are the new kissing 
bandits. 

Stealing the tite from 
Filipinos, Hungarians 
broke the world record for 


simultaneous kissing 
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scandal. теча тинен ps 
Some 13.000 nursing graduates from the 
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Italian priest kidnapped 


Burnhams' 
story retold 
in docu 


By Arlyn dela Cruz 
Contributor. 
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Inquirer Mindanao 


ZAMBOANGA CITY— 
An Italian priest was 
kidnapped in Payao 
town in Zamboanga 
Sibugay yesterday į 
morning by armed men 
believed by 
police to be 
members of 
a splinter 
group of the 
Moro Islam- 
wa icLiberation 
FR, Giancarlo 
ian OE UN 
Snatchedby Police said Fr Bw! 
10gunmen. Giancarlo Bossi, 
a member of the фу 
Pontifical Institute for Foreign 34 
Missions (Pime), was on his way 
to Barangay Bulawan to say Mass 
when he was kidnapped by at 
least 10 armed men. 

‘The head of the congregation, 
Fr. Gianni Sandalo, said Bossi, 57, 
was seized just 500 meters from 
another church where he had ear- 
lier said Mass. 

Sandalo said no ransom de- 
mand had yet been received. 

In Vatican City, Pope Benedict 
XVI made a heartfelt appeal yes- 
terday to kidnappers around the 
world to release their hostages 
shortly after the abduction of 
Bossi 

Senior Supt. Francisco Cristo- 
bal, the provincial police chief, said 
Bossi had come from the town 
proper of Payao. He was on a mo- 
torcycle on his way to another vil- 
lage to say Mass when the armed 
group blocked his path. 

Bossi, who is from Milan, is th 
third Italian priest kidnapped in 
the Zamboanga Peninsula since 
1998. (See timeline on Page 
A10.) 

Senior Supt Angelito 
Casimiro, chief of the police Re- 
gional Intelligence and Investiga- 

ITALIANJAIO 


HE WAS HIS USUAL SELE WEAR- 
ing his trademark dark shades, 
black bandana, black long-sleeved 
shirt and fatigue pants. And he 
had an M-14rifle in one hand and 
a cellular phone in the other. 
There was also the unmistak- 
able look on his face—despite the 
shades, one could almost 
see he was enjoying ev- 
» ery minute of his on- 
camera tirades against 
\ President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and US President George W. 
Bush. 
Once again, Abu 
Sabaya (real name: Al- 
dam Tilao) had man- 
aged to putona show. 
But before any gov- 
ernment agents rush 
in and grab the man, 
a word of caution: 
All of it was part of 
a pre-production 
"recreation 
scene"—or reenact- 
NO ONE can ever actually recreate how they were then as hostages, but ment—for a docu- 


Shyr Valdez as Gracia delivered performances that paid tribute to the Burnham couple's strong will to survive. Du NAE ka 
IAMSI А: 


Maguindanao teacher who exposed fraud shot dead 


officials saidwasanactofmurder the (May 14) elections in Pa- 
intended to forever silence the galungan,” said Pagalungan Vice 
man who had helped expose al. Mayor Norodin Matalam, who 
Jeged election irregularities in Pa- had contested his loss to adminis- 
galungan, Maguindanao. tration candidate Uto Montawal 
Chief Supt. Felizardo SerapioJc, іп the mayoral race. 
Central Mindanao police director, Matalam claimed the victim, 
said his men were trying to estab- along with the other members of 
lish the motive behind the killing. the Board of Election Inspectors 
“This has something го до with (BEI), was being forced to sign a 


petition stating that there were 
no poll irregularities and atroci- 
ties during the elections. 

Dimasidsing refused to sign 
the petition. 

The killing occurred 48 hours 
before the Commission on Elec- 
tions in Manila was to begin a 
hearing on allegations that mas- 
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GMA plays up 
victory of 
House allies 


By Amando Doronila 


When the commotion ended, 
people at the madrasah fumbled 
for their flashlights and found 
Musa Dimasidsing, Maguindanao 
schools district — supervisor, 
sprawled dead on the ground 
with bullet wounds in the chest 
and face. 

Dimasidsing was shot dead 
here Sarurday night in what some 


By Charlie C. Señase 
Inquirer Mindanao 
and Jocelyn R. Uy 

in Manila 


PIKIT NORTH COTABATO—HE 
had just had dinner and was stand- 
ing outside the madrasah (Islamic 
school) when gunshots rang out. 
Then the lights went out. 


Wanted: More classrooms, teachers, chairs 


But up close, it is an entirely Luisita and Sta. Rosa, share the 
different story. same predicament, according to 
Termite-infested with rust fast Sonny Uson, principal of the 


eating away the Pitabunan Ele- 
roofs, the class- SPECIAL REPORT mentary School. 
rooms have clearly ‘A number of lo- 
seen better days. Some school cal teachers and nonteaching staff 
buildings show signs of disrepair. have resorted to "sariling sikap,” 
‘Those in Parang and Mabilog, tapping "community support (un- 
which form part of Hacienda der the Department of Education's 


Brigada Eskwela program) in the 
form of labor, paint and construc- 
tion materials for the repair of 
school buildings,” some of which 

have already been condemned. 
Concepcion schools меге 
among 29,215 public elementary 
and secondary schools nationwide 
which took part in the DepEd pro- 
WANTED/ AG 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 
(First of wo pars) 

CONCEPCION, TARLAC—THE 
Marcos-era Bagong Lipunan-type 
school buildings in North Central 
and Pitabunan, among other pub- 
lic elementary schools in this 
Central Luzon town, look all right 
froma distance. 


WHEN THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 
sentatives celebrated its 100th 
anniversary on Thursday, it 
marked the centennial of the first 
elected Filipino legislature, the 
Philippine Assembly. 

The cele- 
bration was 
КЕТУ ANALYSIS 
by a commemorative speech by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo at 
the Batasang Pambansa and a 
gala dinner at the Manila Hotel 
that was graced by local and for- 
eign dignitaries. Rich in history, 
the commemoration bathed the 
House in glory and eclipsed the 
existence of the co-equal cham- 
ber, the Philippine Senate. It also 
was an event rich in irony. 

‘A century into the election of 
the first legislature in 1907, the 
May 2007 balloting underscored 
more than at any time in the past 
the deep fissure between the 
House and the Senate in the de- 
velopment of Philippine repre- 
sentative democracy. 

The day before the anniver- 
sary, the Commission on Elec- 
tions proclaimed the 10 winning 
senatorial candidates, establish- 
ing that the opposition had won 
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2 historical events led 
to birth of modern RP 


difficult to think of one without 
the other 

The radical idea of separating 
from Spain through a revolution 
is generally laid at the doorstep 
of the Katipunan. This was the 
secret society founded on July 7, 
1892, the day the decree of 
Rizal's exile “to one of the south- 
em islands” was published in 
the Gaceta de Manila. 

In truth, the roots of sepa- 
ratis ideas reached deeper into 
the past 

On Dec. 12, 1896, in prepar- 
ing his defense against the 
charge of rebellion, Rizal ac- 
knowledged these roots: "Sepa- 
ratist ideas have existed in the 
Philippines for many years, In 


2HISTORICAYAI2 


By Dr. Pablo $. Trillana И 
Contributor 


(Editor's Note: The author isa 
former chair of the National His- 
torical Institute and currently 
Knight Grand Officer of the 
Knights of Rizal.) 


WITHIN A WEEK OF EACH 
other, the nation will commem- 
orate two events of great nation- 
al significance--the declaration 
of independence in Kawit, 
Cavite, on June 12, 1898, and 
the birth of national hero Dr. 
Jose Rizal on June 19, 1861. 
These seemingly disparate 
events, in the course of our story 
as a people, led to a historical 
conjunction that gave birth to 
manim our modern nation. It would be 


E Lo 
'A VENDOR sells Philippine flags along Roxas Boulevard In Manila to add color 
to the celebration of Independence Day today. 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Northen Luzon and Mindanao wil exparlence most 
дошу sies with scattered rainshowers and thundestoms. The 
Testa the country wil ave partly loy to cloudy sbes wih so 
A rainshowers or thunderstorms mostly in the afternoon of 
evening 
Met Manlia Party Cooly | NoloBacaod.. Party Cloudy 
Dolo "Сорин Рас: Raus Pan Созу 
[3 Pay Сону 
Tha Рыбу > 
p enims  Cioudy wih and 
Tagaytay Par Goudy Zamboanga Cloudy wih Rains 
Party Cody. Cagaande dra Cloudy vith Rains 
Сави  PartyCiowiy Dano Condy wi fons. 


5 killed in ferry fire off Mindoro 


By Leila B. Salaverria and Allison W. Lopez 


A PASSENGER FERRY WITH 260 PEOPLE ON 
board caught fire off Mindoro Island on Sunday, 
killing at least five people, Philippine Coast Guard 


officials said. 

PCG Commandant Admiral 
Damian Carlos said the fire broke 
out at around 5:30 a.m. yester- 
day while the ship, the MV 
Catalyn D, was in the vicinity of 
Pantocomi Point in Paluan Bay, 
Mindoro. 

Carlos said the blaze began in 
the cargo hold and quickly spread 
throughout the ship. 

Passengers were rescued by 
passing vessels, but authorities 
"were not certain if all had been 
taken off the ship, said Comman- 
der Joseph Coyme, a Coast Guard 
spokesperson. 

“Most of the passengers have 
been rescued but we cannot con- 
firm yet if there are people miss- 
ing,” Coyme said. 

Of the five fatalities, two re- 
mained unidentified, including a 
girl about 4-5 years old. The oth: 
er fatalities were identified as Vir- 
gilio Saul, Rosa Napoles and Jun 
Hagos. 

The ship was en route to 
Palawan from Manila with at 


least 216 passengers and 21 
crewmen listed when the fire 
broke out, Coyme said. 

He said the Coast Guard was 
still in the process of matching 
names of the rescued with the 
manifest. 

At least 128 passengers were 
rescued by a passing vessel, the 
FV Obby Ii, and brought to Mani- 
Та while another 127 passengers 
were rescued by the EV Sabrina 
and brought to Coron, Palawan. 

Tess Delgado, booking officer 
of ship owner San Nicholas Lines 
Inc., said aside from passengers, 
the ship was loaded with cargo 
like rice and other commodities. 

A group of passengers was on 
its way to Manila, while another 
group was being ferried to 
Palawan's Coron town, she said. 

Jan Peter Robaro, one of the 
survivors, said he lost all his be- 
longings but was able to hold on 
to his 8-month old daughter Ka- 
trice Althea. 

“I dropped everything and 


SURVIVOR Patricio Franco, 48, right, and 


on arrival at Coast Guard headquarters. 


picked her up,” he said as he cra- 
dled her in his arms yesterday. 

Clutching Katrice tightly to his 
side, he took a deep breath and 
plunged into the water when 
flames engulfed the vessel- He 
and the girl were rescued by a 
fishing vessel. 


The father and daughter ar- vivors. 


water so the passengers would 
have a better chance of reaching 
the shore when they jumped into 
thesea. 

Carlos said all angles were be- 
ing checked to determine what 
caused the deadly blaze, but 
when asked, he said "there is no 
indication yet if this was a terror- 
istact” 

He said a Special Board of Ma- 
rine Inquiry would be convened 
to investigate the incident. 

The injured passengers sus- 
tained third- and second-degree 
burns, pelvic fractures, scratches 
and bruises. They were brought 
to the Philippine General Hospi- 
tal. 

The owner of the ill-fated ship 
promised to provide assistance to 
the passengers. 

Thirteen-year-old twins John 
and Japeth Napoles cried as they 


3-year-old daughter Tixieare metby emotional relatives faced the reality that their moth 
EDN HCAS 


ex, Rosa Napoles, had drowned in 
the tragic boat incident. A fellow 
survivor, Mally Pinca, took care of. 
the twins. 


rived at PCG headquarters in The 327 gross-ton passenger “Nakiusap sila sa akin na 
Manila yesterday afternoon tired, and cargo vessel left the North huwag ko daw sila iwan. uuwi ko 
thirsty and with only their clothes Harbor in Manila at 6:30 p.m. sila sa Caloocan kung walang 


on their backs, but they were oth- Saturday night. 


kukuha sa kanila (They pleaded 


erwise unscathed. The ships captain, identified with me not to leave them. 1 will 
Coast Guard vessels were only as Captain Faeldog, tried to take them home to Caloocan if no 


scouring the area for more sur- steer the vessel towar 


shallower one picks them up)," said Pinca. 


US experts rule out terror link in Cotabato blast 


By Jeoffrey Макет 
Inquirer Mindanao 


COTABATO CITY—AMERICAN 
bomb experts have ruled out the 
involvement of the Jemaah Is- 
lamiyah, a regional terror net- 
work affiliated with Osama bin 
Laden's al-Qaida, in the recent 
bombing of a bus parked at a ter- 
minal in Matalam, North Cotaba- 
to,a police official said Sunday. 
‘Insp. Elias Colofia, Matalam po- 
lice chief, told the Inoue the bomb 
experts from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation told him the bombers 
must have been "beginners because 
there was a defect in the triggering 
mechanism. The cellular phone ex- 
ploded first when it should have ex- 
ploded along with the device.” 


“Its purely extortion. The bomb 
used was amateur," Colofia said. 

"The extorionists were demand- 
ing P50,000 from the bus company. 
They (management) refused and 
thats what happened," he said. 

The bomb attack seriously 
wounded the driver of a van 
parked beside the bus and nine 
other people at the terminal, in- 
cluding a 10-year-old boy. 

"The American bomb experts 
just wanted to know the kind of 
explosive used in the attack. And 
what they found was not a mortar 
shell but black powder placed ina 
ketchup bottle,” Colofi said. 

Reached by phone from Mani 
la, United States Embassy 
spokesperson Mathew Lussen- 
hop declined to reveal if the blast 


had anything to do with JI mili- 
tants active in the region. 

Л bomb experts Omar Patek 
and Dulmatin, both accused of 
several bombings in the region, 
including the 2002 Bali bombings 
in Indonesia which killed over 
200 people, have been tracked to 
Central Mindanao. 

Patek was believed involved in 
the Bali bombings while Dulmatin, 
an electronics specialist rained in 
al-Qaida camps in Afghanistan, isa 
senior figure in the Л. 

"We are aware о f our troops 
investigation yesterday. But that's 
strictly assistance as requested by 
the Philippine government 
Philippine authorities are leading 
the probe,” Lussenhop told the 
Inguinen. 


Coloña downplayed the alleged lost command. 


after the warnings issued by 


involvement ofalostcommandbe- Days before the attack, the 05 Washington and Australia. 
longing to the Moro islamic Libera- said it received information that Тһе military said Basit Usman, 
tion (MILF), a secessionist group bombings would likely take place an alleged Л operative who was 
engaged in peace talks with gov- in Central Mindanao, particularly said to be behind the recent bomb- 
ernment. He said the blast did not Kidapawan City and nearby Mak- ings in Central Mindanao, facili 
havethe trademarkof the MILE ilala town in North Cotabato. tated the training of new recruits 
But Maj. Randolph Cabangbang, Previous bomb attacks in vari- in bomb-making in the village of 
Easem Mindanao command ous places in Central Mindanao, Linantangan, Mamasapano town, 
spokesperson, maintained that а including the Makilala bombing in Maguindanao recently. 
certain Abubakar of an MILF lost that killed six people last year, Usman is on Washington's list 
command was behind the blast. were blamed by authorities оп of terrorists and carries a bounty 
“He (Abubakar) called the bus Мото guerrillas linked to the Л. of $50,000 (P2.4 million). 
company and claimed he was re- Оп May 18, a powerful bomb Usman is said to be a former 
sponsible but many are usingsucha ripped through a busy bus terminal member of the MILF but the se- 
name. However, its sill the handi- of the Weena bus company here, cessionist group has disowned 
work of an MILF lost command. kiling a S-year-old boy and him. He is being blamed for the 
‘They are just pretending they know wounding atleast 30 other people. bomb attacks that killed eight 
nothing,” Cabangbang said. ‘The military has tightened se- people and wounded dozens of 
But MILF spokesperson Eid Ka- curity in Mindanao against a pos- others, including the one in Макі, 
balu said the group had no such sible new wave of terror attacks lala in October last year. 


Deadly to Termites, Not to your Fami y 


the Philippines 


Don't want to risk it? 


your home. Termites die when th 
pass it to other members of the termite colony. 


“Весаизе killing termites should not 
harm you and your family” 


"^ lose sleep invading your homes, so why should you? Premise termiticide 
is water-based, odorles 


non-repellent and applied at rates up to 10 times lower than 


Call 1-800-10-TERMITE or (02) 415-0715 


PREMISE 


other treatments. It provides a protective Treated Zone between termites and the wood in 
contact or ingest it, but not before they interact and 


Premise has delivered responsible termite climination to thousands of homes throughout 
‘Your family's well-being comes first when deciding what's best for your home. So the next 


time you think of termites, think Premise SC. 


Nata Martine à Darnton Partner 


peasses [РҮ 


"Naalala ko pa noong una ko ‘tong 
naramdaman,” sabi ni Donna, isang 30 year- 
old secretary. “It was late, around eight o'clock, 
pero may tinatapos pa ako sa office. Га been 
iyping the whole day, then biglang nangalay 
ako. Grabe, naging stiff talaga ang maa kamay 
ко! 'DI ko matapos-tapos yung 

pag-type ko." 


Wang buwang tiniis ito ni 
Donna, Pabalik-balik ang 
matinding pangangalay at 
pamamanhid 
Minsan pa nga'y may kasama 
pang lower back pains ito. "Since | was always 
sting down, my back would hurt. Hassle talaga, 
Minsan nagsasabay pa ang dalawa.” 
indi nagtagal, naapektuhan ang trabaho ni 
Donna. "Sinista ako ng boss ko dahil ang bagal 
ko raw magtrabaho. Eh ang sakit talaga mag- 
encode. Kailangan talaga dahan-dahan.” 
Napadalas ang pag-OT ni Donna para 
habulin ang tumatambak niyang trabaho. Kaya 
naman lalong lumala ang mga problema niya 
sa katawan. 


[Vitamin Bi Bet By 


B PROTECTED 5 pad | B 


imquirie: contagi rer wu #28 eli ee мо фрьяевуньвиь 


“isang beses sumabit ako sa deadine. бай па 

galt ang boss ko. I thought 1 was going to gel fred. 

Dahil dito, nagpatingin na si Donna sa doktor. 

Sinabi ng doktor na ang ралі na pagkilos at 

stress sa isang parte ng katawan ay pwedeng 

magng sorti ng neve compression” o pappi ng 

ng ugat. Kung may kasamang 

kakulangan ng B-complex sa diet, 

maaaring mangyari ang 

pangangalay o “pamamanhid. 

"Minsan kasi'd ako nakakapag- 

{ aimusal ‘peg nagmamadaling 

pumasok ayon kay Donna. "Tapos 

'pag sobrang daming work, | have a quick lunch 

lang. Sabi ni Doc malamang kulang nga daw ako 

sa B-complex. Sohe prescribed B-Complex vitamins 

Sabi niya it would help heal the damaged nerves 
па nagdulot ng pangangalay." 

Kaya inumpisahan nj Donna mag-Pharex В 
Protected araw-araw. Nagulat siya sa epekto nio. 
Di nagtagal, nawala ang pangangalay ng mga 
kamay niya pati na rin ang sakit sa kanyang оз, 

"Ang galing ng Pharex В Protected! Umayos 
ang trabaho ko. Kaya na-promote ako." 
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Reconciled 
bill, quorum 
conditions for 
special session 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO TURNED 
down the call to convene a special session of 
the 13th Congress unless the House and Sen- 
ate could come up with a reconciled version of 
the controversial cheap medicine bil 

Presidential Political Adviser Gabriel Claudio 
said Malacafiang also needed to find оша quo- 
rum could be mustered. 

"Perhaps some arrangement can be undertak- 
ёп to get the principal authors of the cheaper 
medicine bil to sit down soon, and even infor- 
mally, to see if a reconciliation of thelr varying 
versions can be achieved, Claudio sid adding; 

"Otherwise, a special session might be useless." г 

“We will consult with House and Senate lead- Anpi riae rehenes 
{rs on the proposal fora special session," he said, pe a ps 
adding that "We need to find out first ifa quorum * Coton Filed Game пои Ga 
can still be mustered.” + Elastic Bandage * Non-Wovon Swab 

For lack of a quorum during the final Congress “Examination Gloves * Oporating Sponge 
session days from June 4 to 7, the House ad- + Eyo Pads > z x * Surgical Gloves Sterila 
joumed Thursday without passing the cheaper + Fomalo Urinal a E * Umbilical Cord Ciamp 
medicines bill, on third and final reading. The * Fiat Ak Kt Ka PRA “Undor Pads 
Senate, which had been optimistic their col- «било Pad j * Urine Bag 
leagues in the Lower House would act on the * Hospital бало “MWadding Sheet 
proposed measure, had no other recourse but to + Hot Water Bag “Water Botte Fountain Syringe 
also adjourn, formally ending the 13th Congress. “naki bg Дера раагы 
Martial law abuses * ligating Syringe 

‘The House also failed to ratify the bicameral "кабуры 
conference committee report on the measure 
awarding P10 billion in compensation to victims 
of martial law abuses, and the long overdue bill 
amending the century-old charter of the Univer- 
sity ofthe Philippines, 

Te was the second time the UP bill was left 
pending. The bill, which would allow the state 
university to lease is idle off-campus lands and 
increase the salaries of its teachers, nearly passed 
in the 12th Congress were it not for the objection 
of then Sen. John Osmeña. 

Reelected Sen. Francis Pangilinan said the 
President could still call a special session before 
June 30, the last day of the term of office of law- 
makers belonging to the 13th Congress. Other- 
wise, ай unpassed bills will have to be refed in 
the 14th Congress. 

Meanwhile, a nationwide multisectoral coali- 
tion to bring down the prices of medicines urged 
the administration to reconsider its decision not 
to call for a special session. 

The Ayos na Gamot para sa Abot-kayang 
Presyo (AGAP) coalition composed of different 
NGOs, trade union and academic groups, de- 
scribed the Palace and House decisions as "very 
unfortunate,” 


Comelec sets 
probe of bets” 
campaign funds 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS WILL 
invoke its power to look into the advertising 
¢ontracts of senatorial candidates with media 
‘hetworks to determine who overspent during 
the recent election campaign. 

Commissioner Resurreccion Borra revealed 
last week that based on preliminary data, at 
Teast one senatorial candidate had been found to 
have overspent but declined to reveal his name. 

Borra made the revelation while reminding 
all senatorial candidates to submit a detailed 
report of their expenditures and contribu- 
tions received on Wednesday. 

Borra, hours before the Comelec pro- 
claimed the first 10 winning Senatorial candi 
dates, warned that should they fail to comply 
with the June 13 deadline, they will not be al- 
owed to assume office on June 30. 


For all candidates 
` The requirement is not for winning candi- 
dates only. All candidates, whether they won. 
or lost, are required to submit an itemized 
statement of expenditures within 30 days 
from the date of the election in compliance 
‘with the Omnibus Election Code,” Borra said. 

‘The Comelec, explained Borra, would in- 
voke its “visitorial power" to look into the 
records and contracts of the senatorial candi- 
dates with newspapers, radio stations and 
television networks to determine the accura- 
cy of their statements, 

“They were supposed to furnish copies of 
their contracts with {the media] to our educa- 
tion and information department but only 


1 x = у 
very few complied,” he said. Bo sil z / 
до рсе шш ntil June 16, only. 
found to have overspent, he said, but refused 1 t 


t 

to say more. F 
Nielsen Media Research Philippines earlier 1 $ 
reported that Team Unity candidate Prospero 
Pichay was the biggest spender with estimat- 
ed expenses of P202.746 million in the 90- 
day campaign. 

Pichay denied he overspent, adding thathe 
got big discounts from the TV networks. 

Villar, the second biggest spendernamedin |. р s3 
the Nielsen survey, also denied the figures. Ar- [> tos че < E 
toyo, third on the list, called the report “false 


gm и 
and malicious.” р | e 
Under the law, a senatorial candidate may S KI М 7 54 o 
spend from his or her own campaign funds P3 
] 


for each of the 45 million voters or about 


ahas 
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Supreme Court marks 106th anniversary doing good works' 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


sary today. ry of the Gawad Kalinga project. 


arly this month, Chief Justice "Wehaveseentheworstbutwe court employees, they distributed 
Reynato Puno took partin painting have also seen the best in the Fil- toys, dothes and school supplies. 
‘THERE WILL BE NO BALLOONS houses, paving walkways and 
THERE when the Supreme building plant boxes at the Baseco the disadvantaged and the power- visit neighbors of the Supreme 
Cour marks its 106th anniver. Compound in Manila, a beneficia- less,” Puno told court employees Cour, while Martinez said the pro- 
and Gawad Kalinga members, as gram was a meaningful way to cele- 
sad ofthe traditional parade, Puno also graced abirthday par- he pledged continued support for brate the high tribunals anniversary 


ipino. This is truly serving the poor, 


the justices and employees had be: ty in the depressed community, the Baseco project. 


the sick, the destitute and thedisen- razed to the ground in a 2004 fire. 


“Service to the People.” 


als to build at least one house. 
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Quisumbing said he was happy to 


Personnel from the Office of фе 
gun reaching out to the homeless, which is being rebuilt after it was Other activities included a visit to Court Administrator visited jails in 
the Philippine General Hospitals pe- Metro Manila to check on conditions 
вену as last month in Supreme Court employees also ашк ward led by Justices Leonar- there They also talked with the de- 
Kanan of the anniversary theme, raised funds to purchase materi- do Quisumbing and Alida Austria. tances and received pointers on 
‘Martinez. Together with about 150 howto speed up the judicial process. 
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Other court employees held a milk, vitamins and clothes. They al- 
livelihood program in a Malate sospent the day with the children. 
barangay razed by fire last year, Other employees worked with 
teaching residents micro businesses Child Hope Asia Philippines. They 
so they could have other sources of gathered 50 street children, treat- 
income. They taught them how to ed them to a popular fast food 
make laundry soap, dish-washing restaurant and gave them clothes. 
detergent, perfumes and colognes, Residents of Payatas also bene- 
novelty giveaways and stuffed toys.  fited from the Supreme Courts 
Avisirto the orphanage of Moth- anniversary. Court personnel pro- 
er Teresa's Missionaries Of Charity vided free medical consultations, 
was also on the agenda. The em- treatment and distributed free 
ployees distributed essentials like medicine in the community. 


Field only one bet 
for Speaker, Palace 
exec tells GMA allies 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


WARY THAT THE RACE FOR THE SPEAKER- 
ship in the House of Representatives could 
spin out of control, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's top political adviser yesterday called on 
her allies to get their act together and field on- 
ly one candidate for Speaker. 

According to Gabriel Claudio, the next Speak- 
ег should be chosen during a caucus of members 
of the majority coalition and not on the floor of 
the House. This would show a “solid front,” thus 
avoiding unnecessary political bloodshed,” he 
told the Inqumen by phone. 

‘Claudio, who had served as head of the Presi- 
dential Legislative Liaison Office, reminded the 
warring pro-administration congressmen that a 
united lower chamber was crucial to President 
Arroyo in her remaining three years in office, 

cularly since the Senate would continue to 
be dominated by the opposition. 

Caludio remained mum on the Palace's choice 
for Speaker of the House, however. 

De Venecia’s possible fourth term as Speaker is 

being challenged by Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia, a 
member of President Arroyo's party, the Kaba- 
likat ng Malayang Pilipino (Kampi), among oth- 
es. 
“The administration coalition may well allow 
the members of the majority to settle the issue. 
without the need for the Palace to intervene,” 
Claudio said. 

“But it is essential for the administration coali- 
tion to establish a solid front in support of the 
President’ legislative agenda," said Claudio. 

Last week, the administration front was dear- 
ly cracking. 

Garcia, 81, had told Inquirer editors and re- 
porters over dinner that he was serious about 
‘contesting De Venecia's leadership. He said he 
had 70 congressmen in his “core group,” with 80 
as the targeted “critical mass” to get the needed 
123 votes to wrest the speakership. 

"Wie will go ай the way" Garcia had said. 

Garcia also criticized last years drive to 
amend the Constitution and bring about a shift 
to a parliamentary form of government as a ma- 
nipulative ploy to install De Venecia as prime 
minister. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, on the 
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If there's one drawback to playing golf in Saipan, it's the stunning ocean views and tropical island beauty. 
Even non-golfers will be moved by the dramatic scenery and historical landmarks. And whether 
nature lover, you'll earn mileage сп OnePass, our frequent flyer program. 


‘Call Continental at (063-2) 8188701 (Makati City) or (063-32) 2557533 (Cebu City) 
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other hand, said De Venecia had the loyalty of 93 
congressmen elected under the ruling Lakas- 
CMD party, not to mention allies from the Na- 
tionalist People's Coalition, Liberal Party, Laban 
ng Demokratikong Pilipino and Kampi. 

Claudio also took time to clarify reports that 
the Speaker was resurrecting the failed Charter 
change (Cha-cha) drive. He said Malacafiang 
had no plans of reviving the unpopular move to 
tinker with the Constitution. 

“There's no need to get excited about this is- 
sue. IPs not on the radar screen, not on the politi- 
cal or legislative agenda of government,” he 
said. 

А sharp exchange of barbs, however, erupted 
anew yesterday between Garcia and a leading 
supporter of De Venecia on the Cha-cha drive. 

Lawyer Raul Lambino, who led the failed peo- 
ples initiative for Charter change, accused Gar- 
‘Ча of obscuring his real position on Cha-cha. 

“He is lying,” said Lambino of Garcia's anti- 
Chacha position. “He knows that Cha-cha 
doesn't sound good these days and he's using it 
against the Speaker while advancing his own in- 
teres" 

"He was the most vocal and the strongest 
voice (in 2005) for the immediate shift to a par- 
liamentary system,” Lambino said. He added 
that Garcia probably changed his mind because a 
new set-up would check and curtail “his family’s 
influence and arrogance.” 

“If there is a definition of who isa “trapo” (tra- 
ditional politician), then it should be Garcia—he 
promotes dynasty, nepotism and lying,” 

Sought for comment, Garcia said he changed 
his mind about Cha-cha because of “manipula- 
tions” by a “clique” within the Cha-cha move- 
ment. 

“As things developed, I realized that people 
were using the issue only to install De Venecia as 
prime minister There was so much manipulation 
going on," said Garcia in a phone interview. He 
said he was not amenable to the “no-election” 
scenario and the term extension for sitting law- 
makers, supposedly being pushed by De Venecia 
and Lambino's clique. 

“Iwasa conspiracy" Garcia said. 

“The people's initiative was shot down last year 
by the Supreme Court which described it as а 
“grand deception” and “gigantic fraud." 


3 customs officials 
face shortfall axe 


THREE DISTRICT COLLECTORS ARE IN 
danger of being sanctioned should the Attri- 
tion Law be implemented this year at the Bu- 
reau of Customs. 

The bureau has submited its recommenda- 
tions to the attrition board—composed of several 
government agencies that will decide on the 
guidelines on the implementation of the 
Jaw—which provides rewards in case of a sur- 
plus in collections, butalso provides for penalties 
during shortfalls. 

Seven ports were initially declared to be liable 
to attrition, which could result in their collectors 
reassignment or even termination. In the set of 
recommendations submitted by the bureau, 
however adjustments were made and only three 
ports came up short by more than 7.5 percent of 
their target collections last year. 

These were the Manila international Contain- 
er Port, the Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
Port and the Cagayan de Oro Port, officials told 
the Ingumen. These were among the biggest 
‘earners in 2006, when the bureau posted a P2,2- 
billion surplus. 

1t was not sure, however, if the collectors in 
these ports would be held accountable, Deputy 
Commissioner Reynaldo Umali told the INQUIRER 
"when sought for comment. Edson C. Tandoc Jr 


Supt. R. D. Roxas; 53 


POLICE SUPT. RIZALINO D. ROXAS, OPERA- 
tions chief of the Manila International Airport 
‘Authority Airport Security Center (ASC), died 
onJune5 at the age of 53. 

‘A member of the Philippine National Police 
Aviation Security Group, Roxas was chief of the 
Third Police Center for Aviation Security at Subic 
for two years prior to his appointment to the 
ASC. 

He is survived by his wife Bambi, children By- 
топ, Jarmy, Ваше and Hero, mother Visitacion, 
and siblings. 

His remains are at Chapel С, Christ the King 
Parish mortuary, Greenmeadows, Quezon City. 

Necrological services will be held on June 12: 
at7:30 p m. at Chris the King. 
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Lala Mariano 
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Being a mother myself, | know that every peso counts 

so | always look for ways to get more value out of my money. 

1 know you would appreciate world-class services like an account 
with no transaction fees when you withdraw from other banks' ATMs. 
Or an account with no maintaining balance requirements. 


So call me. Or better yet, visit my branch at G/F, SMRC Bullding 1, 
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You'll find it doesn't take much to experience friendly, 
world-class banking. 
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Wanted: More classrooms, teachers, chairs 


ATTENTION DIABETICS! 


If you are losing hope because of supplements that have failed to deliver. 


TAKE THE 3-MONTH CHALLENGE 


COGENT dt is an al-natural formulation used in Ayurvedic Medicine win potent ant- 
abel and prophylactic properies Ва! һер control and prevent Diabetes Melitus Type 2. 
Perfected over ime їз formulation consists of nine medicinai planis thal һер to eflecively 
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agn 1o experence Пе ful effects of renewed energy and a sense of general wel-being. 
“Taking two tablets of COGENT db? tice а day ater food had been shown lo help normalize 


Infections. 
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les for its frontliners. Maynilad Water Services Inc. has purchased over 300 brand-new Mitsubishi L300 and 20 
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gram last year 

But getting rid of 
the termites, which 
the teachers jokingly 
call their schools’ 
“unwelcome guests," 
is next to impossible, 
Uson said. 

With only P10,000 
in monthly mainte- 
nance and other op- 
erating expenses, 
costly termite eradi- 
cation treatment is 
outof the question. 

But Concepcion 
school personnel are 
coping. 

Concepcion is the 
hometown of Educa- 
tion Secretary Jesi A. 
Lapus, the sixth DepEd 
head in five years. 

Tarlac public elementary and high schools, 
run byover 4,000 teachers, have student pop- 
ulations of 99,081 and 55,930, respectively. 

But public schools in Tarlac, if not the rest 
of Central Luzon, are much better off than 
those located in what the DepEd tags as 
"problematic areas." 

Tarlac has "less of the red and black 
schools,” DepEd-Tarlac division superinten: 
dent Victoria Aguas pointed out. Red schools 
are those with 1:50 classroom-pupil ratio; 
black ones refer to makeshift classrooms. 

Not only inaccessible to pupils, many 
schools are also poorly equipped and lack 
competent teachers, like those in the Au- 
tonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, said 
the same DepEd sources. 

Last year's’ classroom backlog totaled 
41,197, which went down further to 29,321 
this year, said the DepEd planning office. 

Some areas will still have classroom short- 
ages, but in others there will be some excess- 
es, Lapus said. 

Last year, the government put up a total of 
13,242 new classrooms, more than twice the 
6,000 target set under the Medium-Term 
Philippine Development Plan 2010. 

During the past 10 years, the DepEd has 
spent over P17 billion on the construction of 
new school buildings and repair of old facilities. 

This year, over P1.76 billion was set aside 
for the same program, according to DepEd 
budget chief Armando Ruiz. 

Add to that P2 billion for putting up school 
buildings in typhoon-stricken areas and an- 
other P1.61 billion for “areas experiencing 
acute classroom shortages." 

Both are listed under the agency's “locally 
funded projects." 


Teachers! backlog 

From 10,517 last year, the teaching post 
backlog has reached 16,390. 

“Again, there's good news. With a budget 
allocation of P1.9 billion, all 16,390 teacher 
items will be filled up this year,” Ruiz said. 

"The DepEd currently employs some 450,000 
teachers, supposedly including those assigned 
in 500-plus “ghost” public elementary schools 
reportedly operating in the ARMM. 

"The scam has caused wastage of millions, if 
not billions of pesos in public funds, said the 
ARMM public information bureau in Cotaba- 
to City. 

This year, the DepEd got the third biggest 
chunk in the governments budget pie with a 
total allocation of P137,329,498,000 (after 
the P622-billion funding for debt service and 
interest payments and P183.9 billion for in- 
ternal revenue allotments), 

It may have been the biggest allocation for 
basic education in the history of the DepEd, 
but Lapus said he was not really ecstatic about. 
the amount. 

At a low 12.19 percent (which is slightly 
higher than last years 11.54 percent), the 
DepEd share of the budget is not an adequate. 
translation of the constitutional mandate. 

“You must remember that P110.7 billion 
immediately will go to personnel services (or 
PS). Suweldo pa lang. Yes, that looks big. But 
we won't even have anything to turn on the 
light," Lapus pointed out. 

Lapus said he would propose the setting aside 
of at least 1 percent of the Special Education 
Fund of local government units on education. 

“Thats about P15 billion to P18 billion. 


Ford Ranger pick ups for the use of the company's 128 zone teams and 15 Business Centers, in line with its objective of empowering employees 
and improving service to customers. The acquisition of new vehicles was initiated by the company's new owners, the DMCI-Metro Pacific Consortium, 
to attain a more customer-centric and community-oriented service in the West Zone. Fr. Manny Sarez (right photo) led the blessing of the new 
vehicles in а brief ceremony last May 30, 2007 at the Maynilad Main Office in Balara, Quezon City. Mitsubishi Motors Marketing SVP Melchor 
Dizon (left photo) turns over to Maynilad president Fiorello Estuar the ceremonial key for the first 134 L300s, costing P90 million, to be delivered 
this year. Also witnessing the tum over are (from left) MWS! CFO Randolph Estrellado, Administration and Logistics VP Rodolfo Reyno, Operations 


VP Eric Dumancas, and COO Herbert Consunji. 
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AN UNFINISHED schoolbuilding of the Pitabunan Elementary 
‘School in Concepcion, Tarlac. 
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Some LGUs are probably spending it properly, 
some are not,” he said. 

Lapus has “spoken with banks, telling them 
that will come every year. Why don't we secu- 
ritize that cash flow? That's a bankable collat- 
eral and the need for funds is immediate. 
Rather than construct 10 schools a year you 
construct a hundred now. You give us the 
money, then you collect from our yearly edu- 
cation fund.” 

“Thats as sure as real estate will be there. 
And it's earmarked for education. If taken ad- 
vantage, you'll prevent some unenlightened 
mayors, etc. from spending that money on 
payment of casuals, T-shirts and school bags 
with their names on it," he asserted. 


Good news from DepEd 

Here's more good news from the DepEd 
budget chief. 

“In 2005, we had a P112-billion budget, 88 
percent of which represented PS. Last year, the 
PS share went down to 82 percent. Now, its 
80.6 percent, which means the department 
now has more funds for program implementa- 
tion. Clearly, the trend is improving,” said Ruiz. 

This year, the DepEd has an P18.6-billion 
budget for maintenance and other operating 
expenses and P7.99 billion for capital outlay 
(13.56 percent and 7.99 percent of the agen- 
cy'stotal budget, respectively). 

This years budget is 12.9 percent higher 
than its 2006 allocation of P121.55 billion. 

The DepEd has claimed that during the 
past 10 years, its budget registered a growth 
rate of 5.46 percent. 


Contrary studies 

But the 14,000-strong Alliance of Con- 
cerned Teachers said otherwise. Itcited World 
Bank and Asian Development Bank studies on 
the Philippine education sector which said 
that 1998 to 2008 would be “a period of limit- 
ed or zero growth in the public budgetary al- 
location to education as a whole.” 

in his recent State of Education Address, 
Lapus acknowledged "our schools continue to 
lack the resources they need to make quality 
education a reality... and despite the best ef- 
forts of both the national government and 
various local government units, we remain 
wanting more classrooms and chairs, teach- 
ers and textbooks." 

“Our students continue to perform poorly—as 
was revealed by our ranking in the Trends in In- 
ternational Mathematics and Science Study and 
by our lackluster performance in our own Na- 
tional Achievement Test,” he said. 

Lapus stressed that “the bulk of the prob- 
lem rests on our limited resources." 


Pupil-teacher ratio 

He lamented that "we do not have the re- 
sources to bring down class sizes to a manage- 
able 1:45 classroom to student ratio, much 
less do we have the resources to bring it down 
to ап ideal 1:30 as is the target in more devel- 
oped countries." 

Today, the DepEd still does not have the re- 
sources to "retrain all at once all our teachers 
‘who are non-majors in science and math and 
retrain all our teachers who have poor profi- 
ciency in English, much less do we have the 
resources to retrain close to half a million 
teachers so that they can reach their true po- 
tentials,” Lapus said. 

The DepEd also does not have the means to 
provide computers and Internet connectivity 
to all 4,116 public high schools nationwide, 
much less the funds to provide the same to all 
the 37,159 public elementary schools. 

Aware that public funds alone will never be 
enough to meet the agency's needs, Lapus has 
relaunched the “Adopt-a-School” program 
where its private sector partners help address 
the perennial problems of the overburdened 
public education system. 

Stakeholders can select from program 
packages ranging from building classrooms, 
school laboratories, nutrition and e-learning 
to the provision of instructional materials. 

During the past seven years, Adopta- 
School has raised more than P2.4 billion, ben- 
efiting some 22,000 public schools nation- 
wide. 


Not investing enough 

Aside from a poorly managed education es- 
tablishment, the body said the state was not 
investing enough in the education system. 

But "throwing more money at our educa- 
tion problems won't be good enough—even if 
we could afford to do so. And the truth is that, 
over the next five to 10 years, the government 
cannot expect to raise the kind of money we 
need to finance adequately all levels of educa- 
tion,” Lapus said 
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SC rules vets who change 
citizenship lose pension 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


EVEN IF HE HAD GALLANTLY served the 
country in his prime, a retired member of the 
Philippine military would stop receiving his 
pension once he renounces his Filipino citi- 
zenship, the Supreme Court has ruled. 

The high tribunal upheld the constitution- 
ality of Section 27 of Presidential Decree No. 
1638 which states that retired members of the. 
Armed Forces of the Philippines would stop 
receiving retirement benefits and would be 
removed from the rolls of retired AFP person- 
nel once they change their nationality. 

PD 1638 provides for the establishment of 
a new retirement and separation system for 
military personnel. 

The court denied the petition of retired 2nd 
Lt. Salvador Parrefio who wanted to continue 
receiving his monthly pension of P13,680 
even after he had migrated to Hawaii and be- 
come a naturalized American. 

Parreño had argued that Section 27 of PD 
1638 was unconstitutional because it de- 
prived him of his property, and that the decree 
did not apply to him because it took effect 
when he was already in the AFP He said the 
decree should only apply to those who en- 
tered the service after it took effect: 

‘The Office of the Solicitor General agreed 
with Parrefio and said Section 27 was uncon- 
stitutional because the obligation to retain his 
Filipino citizenship was oppressive, violated 
due process and discriminated against re- 
tirees who changed their nationality. 

But in ruling that Section 27 was constitu- 
tional, the Supreme Court said there was “a 


South Koreans 
invite Pinoy war 
vets to lunch 


А SOUTH KOREAN FEDERATION ON А 
‘worldwide tour to thank the 16 countries, in- 
cluding the Philippines, that sent combat 
‘units to fight in the Korean War is inviting Fil- 
ipino veterans of the conflict to a luncheon in 
their honor at the Manila Hotel today. 

‘The UN Peace Forces of the Korean War 
Memorial Federation based in Seoul will host 
the luncheon which will feature a program to 
be hosted by UPKMF officers. 

"The UPKMF aims to reunite South and North 
Korea which technically are still at war since 
both nations have not signed a formal peace 
treaty ending the Korean War of 1950-53. 

"The UPKME has invited veterans belonging 
to the Peftok Veterans Association Inc., the as- 
sociation of Filipino Korean War veterans, to 
the luncheon. The UPKMF is also scheduled to 
lay a wreath at the Korean War Memorial at 
the Libingan ng mga Bayani. 

Peftok, or the Philippine Expeditionary 
Force to Korea, consisted of five battalion 
combat teams from the Philippine Army that 
fought in the Korean War and helped main- 
tain the peace following the Armistice signed 
on July 27, 1953, ending the combat. 

Over 7,000 Filipinos fought in the Korean 
War, suffering over 500 casualties. Some 2,000 
of the veterans are alive today. 


THE DAILY 
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Monday, June 11, 2007 
Barnabas, Apostle 
IstReading: Acts 11:21-26; 13:1-3 
Gospel: Matthew 10:7-13 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Go and pro- 
claim this message: The kingdom of heaven is 
near. Heal the sick, bring the dead back to 
life, cleanse the lepers, and drive out demons. 
You received this as a gift, so give it as a gift. 
Do not carry any gold, silver or copper in your 
purses. Do not carry a traveler's bag, or an ex- 
tra shirt, or sandals, or walking stick: workers 
deserve their living. 

"When you come to a town or a village, 
look for a worthy person and stay there until 
youleave. 

"As you enter the house, wish it peace. IF 
the people in the house deserve it, your peace. 
will be on them; ifthey do not deserve it, your 
blessing will come back to you." 
Commentary 

Barnabas is often thought to be the one who 
was not chosen when Matthias was the one 
picked to replace Judas. Yet we know that Barn- 
abas is the one that vouched for Paul and 
helped him be accepted by the church and begin 
his ministry by being sent to Antioch to encour- 
age the young church. And he is described as 
one that s filled with the Holy Spirit and faith. 
What a way to be remembered! They are first 
called "Christians and Barnabas reveals essen- 
tially what spurred the community to spread 
and mature, going out into the world with the 
Good News. He was a missionary, a compan- 
ion, a servant, a preacher/teacher, a guide for 
Paul, and a leader in the church. 

He obeyed the words of Jesus, announcing 
the presence of the kingdom in their midst and 
gave in his day-to-day life, as gift, all that Jesus 
had shared with him and the disciples. Не 
blessed and was a blessing. Can the same be 
said of our leaders, and all of us sent to bring 
the reign of God to the earth today? 
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substantial difference" between retirees who 
remained Filipino citizens and those who lost. 
their Philippine citizenship. 

Tt pointed out the constitutional right of the 
state to require Из citizens to serve in the military 
extended to those who had retired from the AFP 

“To rule otherwise would be detrimental to 
the interest of the state,” it said. 

The high court said PD 1638 applied to Par- 
тео because the decree was applicable to 
those who were in the military at the time of 
its effectivity in 1979. Parrefio retired in 1982 
after serving 32 years. 

But there was a way Parrefio could receive 
his pension again, the court said. He could re- 
gain his Filipino citizenship under the coun- 
чу dual citizenship law. 

“Petitioner will be entitled to receive his 
monthly pension should he reacquire his Fil- 
ipino citizenship,” the court said. 
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Polymyxin B Sulfate + Bacitracin Zinc + 
Neomycin Sulfate 


Terramycin® PLUS 


The legs of a 
.ualiclimber... 


beauty queen. 


Kapag nasugatan ang inyong anak, treat 
the sugat and help prevent infection! with 
Terramycin Plus. Because it contains 3 
kinds of antibiotics, Terramycin Plus 
effectively treats the wound with every 
application, which can also help minimize 


the peklat* Kaya mag-Terramycin Plus na! 


TREAT THE SUGAT. 
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THIS MAY BE A SIMPLE ACT. 
BUT DONE TOGETHER, 
_ МЕ MAKE A STAND. 


We have been through challenging times. 


We can be ashamed of our own shortcomings. We can be proud about how we have survived. 
We can continue to bicker and blame one another. We can celebrate a few triumphs. 


One thing is sure, we can never give up. 


If we display the flag today, we are affirming our faith in a race 
that can bounce back and deserve the respect of the world. 


Like our heroes with their unsinkable spirit, IBANDILA MO ANG PAGKA-PILIPINO. 


In the Service of the Filipino Worldwide 
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DFA checking 
report Oman 
storm claimed 
Filipino's life 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 15 
awaiting confirmation from the Philippine 
Embassy in Muscat of a report that a Filipino 
woman was among the casualties of the dead- 
ly cyclone that struck Oman last week, a DFA 
official said yesterday. 

"We don't have a report yet. I spoke with 
[our] ambassador (Астай Omar) on Friday 
and he said there was no such report yet. 
Maybe, because of the cyclone, communica- 
tion is still down,” Migrant Workers’ Affairs 
Undersecretary Esteban Conejos Jr. said when 
reached by phone yesterday. 

Reports reaching Manila said а Filipino 
woman had gone missing after Cyclone Gonu 
battered the sultanate last week. 

‘The reports indicated at least 49 people 
were killed while 27 were missing as a result 
ofthe storm that struck on Wednesday. 

In any case, Conejos said, the foreign office 
had a standing order to all Philippine outposts 
around the world to immediately attend to 
any compatriots in need. 

Conejos, meanwhile, said 19 Filipinos res- 
cued from a coal freighter that ran aground 
off Australia’s port city of Newcastle had been 
transported to safety. 

‘The seafarers were on board the Panama- 
registered coal ship, Pasha Balker, when 
strong winds and powerful currents forced 
the ship to beach near Newcastle, some 140 
kms from the Australian capital Sydney. 

‘Australian authorities are currently work- 
ing to salvage the ship amid fears its load of 
hundreds of tons of fuel and diesel oil might 
leak. 


DOT taking RP 
festival to Japan 


THE DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM (DOT) IS 
pulling out all the stops for a grand Philippine 
festival that would bring its marketing cam- 
paign to Japan's capital city of Tokyo. 

The festival will be held on July 14 and 15 
at Yoyogi Park, Tokyo's impressive landmark 
that draws thousands of Japanese especially 
on weekends, according to Tourism Secretary 
Joseph "Ace" Durano. 

Japan is the Philippines’ third-largest 
source of tourists, second-biggest trading 
partner, and top provider of official develop- 
mentassistance. 

“This consumer marketing event will pro- 
vide the Japanese a multisensory experience 
of tropical Philippines as a premier overseas 
tourist destination,” Durano said in a state- 
ment. 

Durano said the festival, which includes a 
cultural and entertainment program, could 
also serveas a venue for the annual gathering 
ofFilipinos living in Japan. 

Booths featuring food and commercial 
goods will be set up around the main stage 
area, The food exhibit will showcase the best 
of Philippine cuisine, carefully picked to en- 
sure optimum appeal to both Filipinos and 
the mainstream Japanese market. 

‘Travel Café Philippines-Tokyo, the first ev- 
er foreign destination-theme café in Japan, 
has been invited to join the food exhibit 

‘The café offers barako coffee, Philippine 
beer, and Filipino delicacies like halo-halo 
served by Japanese attendants in Philippine- 
inspired attire. 

"In all, the festival will give Japanese con- 
sumers in Tokyo a sampling of the great Philip- 
pine tourism experience. This is aimed at cre- 
ating a strong image and recall for our ‘Premi- 
wm Resort Islands Philippines brand,” said 
DOT Team Japan head Benito Bengzon Jr. 

That marketing program is supported by 
“Wellness from the Inside Out” campaign, 
which targets some 35 million Japanese 
women aged 20 to 50. 


ENROLLMENT TO EMPLOYMENT SYSTEM 


A Complete Approach to Human Resource Development 


The Philippines is presented with a lot of opportunities 
from booming industries such as the services and the 
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 
sectors. We have been recognized in foreign markets as 
a competitive service provider. 


Based on the forecast jointly developed by the 
Commission on the Information and 
Communications Technology (CICT), the Board 
of Investments (BOI), and the Business 
Processing Association of the Philippines 
(BPAP), the Philippine Business Process 
Outsourcing (BPO) industry is expected to grow 
fo $12.4 billion’ and is expected to generate 
303,000 jobs by year 2010. 


Our knowledge in ICT has been a driving factor in bein 
priority choic 
of BPO 
companies 
such as call centers 
and medical 
transcription firms, 
and now 
Knowledge Process 
Outsourcing 
(KPO) companies. 


Filipinos are also 
The demand for Filipino professionals ison Фе preferred 
the rise worldwide. employees of 

healthcare and 
retail companies around the world. We have established 
ourselves as one of the most in demand workforce because of our 
English proficiency, the quality of our service, and our 
adaptability co different cultures. 


Every education institution 


Filipinos are should be able to prepare the 
students with the vast job 


the preferred opportunities that will come 
employees of afrer graduation. STI, for 
тая example, has created a unique 


B Е system called the Enrollment to 
retail companies Employment System (E2E 


around the world. 5/7) which sims to give a 

complere approach to human 
development. This 
system provides real life education and employment support to 
students when they graduate 


resource 


According to STI, its E2E system is comprised of four phases, 
namely: the Learning Systems Development, the Academic 
Delivery System, бе 

Certification Program, and 

the Job Placement Program. 

The four components were 

put together to attend to the 

students need from the time 

he enrolls up to the time he 

applies for a job. 


For instance, through the 
Learning Systems 
Development, students learn 
skills that companies are 
looking for. This is vital 
because companies are now 
more demanding of the 
quality of services and 
products they receive from 
employees. 


Highly qualified faculty members 
impart real life learning to STI 
students. 


Summer has been extended, 
so give yourselves a 
well-deserved break. 


‘Quadruple Sharing 
cme oS persons 


Boracay Courtyard Resort 
Vila Criselda Resort 
La Carmela Resort 


+ Rates аге per person and inclusive of roundtrip 
motel accomodations with dally breakfast and gov 


Е, 
^ 


P5,899.00" 
P5,999.00 
P6,299.00" 


P6. 199.00" 
P6,299.00: 
P6,599.00 


Learning Systems Development goes hand in hand with STIs 
Academic Delivery System which makes sure that all students from 
STI's network of more than 100 schools get the same quality 
education from its pool of highly qualified faculty members. 


Moving further, STI also assists students in going through 
assessment and Certification Programs through its partnership 
with Universal 4 
Workes Inc, a m 
training and 
review. company 
that provides 
healthcare 
workers and other 
professionals with 
advanced skills to 
make them more 
competitive in the 
global market 
Students undergo various certification 
To complete its programs to prepare them for future 
system is a employment. 
component that 
gives employment support to students who have graduated orare 
about to graduate. Through STI's partnership with different 
companies, its graduates are presented with a lot of work 
opportunities. 


STI has established partnerships with placement agency Global 
Resource for Outsourced Workers, Inc. or GROW, Summit 
“Technologies, E-Telecare and recently, MS Retail of Kuwait. These 

partnerships create 
opportunities for STI 


STI graduates gain the ates to work ш ой 
opportunities to land center agents, medical 
the jobs they want, transcriptionists, healthcare 
{епс od workers, IT professionals, or 
and work in other retail employees. 
countries such as 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
and the United States. 


Through these partnerships. 
STI graduates will not only 
have the opportunity to land 
on the job chat they want 
bur also work in countries such as Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and the 
United States. 


Graduates are also linked to employers through regular job fairs 
and STIs online job matching system called i-CARES ог 
Interactive Career Assistance and Recruitment System. With 
i-CARES, STI graduates are linked to employers with just a dick 
of the mouse. 
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italian priest kidnapped 


posed ancestral homeland for 3 million Mus- 
lims in the resource-rich southern Philip- 
pines. 

On Saturday, MILF field commanders met 
with military and police officials in Cotabato 
City to strengthen the fragile truce that has 
been holding since July 2003. 

The Catholic Bishops" Conference of the 
Philippines (CBCP) urged those behind the 
abduction to set Bossi Тее. 

“We appeal to them to please spare those 
serving the Church. We pray that they would 
release him so he could carry on his service to 
our people,” CBCP spokesperson Fr. Pedro 
Quitorio told the киля. 

Sebastiano D'Ambra, a Pime priest and 
president of the Silsilah Dialogue Movement, 
said he was in shock after receiving the news 
of Bossi's abduction. 

“We just learned the news and we're still 
trying to understand the situation, why it 
happened,” D'Ambra told the INQUIRER yester- 
day afternoon. 

Bossi was one of the Pie pioneers in the 
Zamboanga Peninsula, according to D'Ambra. 

“He (Bossi) was just teassigned there a few 
months ago as parish priest fm Payao,” he 
said. 

Bossi was the parish priest of Payao from 
1987 to 1998. 

Claretan priest Fr. Angel Calvo described 
Bossi as a "priest who loves to stay and work to- 
gether with the poor farmers. He wants to im- 
merse himself more with the people and the 
community" 

Bossi and Calvo became friends when the 
former arrived in Zamboanga City from Italy 
in 1985. 

Calvo said Bossi returned to Payao to build 
a convent and a church for the community. 

“He is a down-to-earth person. He speaks 
Cebuano and Chavacano,” Calvosaid. With 
reports from Edson C. Tandoc Jr., AFP and 
Reuters 


GMA plays up victory of House allies 
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TIMELINE 


Kidnapping of religious leaders since 1994 


June 8, 1994—Abu Sayyaf 
members waylaid a bus and 
two jeepneys in Basilan. They 
seized 59 people, including Fr. 
Cirilo Nacorda and 13 teach- 
ers. Nacorda was freed after 61 
days. 

July 31, 1994—Abu Sayyaf 
bandits abducted American 
priest Fr. Clarence William Ber- 
telsman. He was rescued after 
several hours. 

March 11, 1996--Ernie 
Abella, a pastor of The Jesus 
Fellowship, was kidnapped in 
Davao City. He was released 24 
hours later, after a "minimal" 
amount was paid. 

Sept. 18, 1996—Ernesto 
Gordo Jr., an Episcopal priest 
from Tagum, was kidnapped 
while visiting his family in Upi, 
Maguindanao. His body was 
found in March the following 
year. 

July 3, 1997—Protestant 
Pastor Winifredo Rio was driv- 
inga van in Zamboanga del Sur 
when five armed men flagged it 
down and abducted him. Nine- 
ty-six days later, they shot him 
dead, thinking soldiers had en- 
circled.the place where they 
were to receive a P50,000-ran- 
som from Rio's wife. 

Oct. 27, 1997 Irish priest Fr. 

| Desmond Hartford, acting bish- 
op of the Prelature of Marawi, 
and Fr. Phil Quibranza are ab- 
ducted ih Kolambugan, Lanao 
del Norte. Quibranza was freed 
зо he can relay to authorities the 


coastal barangays.” 

“A pursuit operation is on the way to rescue 
the victim,” he said. 

MILF spokesperson Eid Kabalu said Akid- 
din was nota member of the organization. 

“He was once an MNLF (Moro National 
Liberation Front) member, but when the or- 
ganization had a peace agreement with the 
government, this Akiddin formed his own 
group,” Kabalu said ina phone interview. 

He, however, admitted that Akiddin had 
friends and relatives in the MILE “That is why 
authorities concluded that Akiddin is an MILF 
member,” he said. 

“We disown him,” Kabalu said, adding that 
the MILF is willing to help authorities obtain 
the release of Bossi. 

Kabalu said he had informed the MILF 
commander in the peninsula, Aloy Alsree, to 
find the kidnappers and their captive. 

He said 
12,000-strong MILF 
was in the final stages 
of peace talks with the 
government and was 
abiding by an existing 
truce. 

Talks brokered by 
Malaysia have been 
stalled since Septem- 
ber 2006 over the size 
and wealth of a pro- 


kidnappers demand. Hartford 
was released on Nov 8. 

Nov 18, 1997—Bemard 
Maes, a Belgian missionary, was 
оп his way home from a farewell 
party for Father Hartford when 
four armed men took him in 
front of the St. Mary's Church in 
Marawi. His abductors were be- 
lieved to be former members of 
the Moro National Liberation 
Front: He was freed Nov 20. 

Sept. 8, 1998—Suspected 
Moro rebels seize Italian priest 
Fr, Luciano Benedetti and 12 
Filipinos in Zamboanga del 
Norte. The Filipinos were later 
released unharmed. Benedetti 
was freed on Nov. 16, 1998. 
Reports said a P7-million ran- 
som was paid. 

March 20, 2000—Abu 
Sayyaf members seize parish 
priest Fr. Rhoel Gallardo, to- 
gether with more than 50 stu- 
dents and teachers. On May 3, 
the military found the bodies 
of Gallardo and three others in 
Barangay Kumalarang іп 
Lantawan town. 

Aug. 28, 2001—Irish 
Columban missionary Rufus 
Halley was shot dead in Mala- 
bang, Lanao del Sur, after те- 
sisting a kidnap attempt. 

Oct. 17, 2001-1talian 
priest Fr Giuseppe "Beppe" 
Pierantoni was abducted by 
armed men while saying Mass 
in Dimataling, Zamboanga del 
Sur. He was "freed" on April 8, 
2002. Inquirer Research 


“We were informed by several witnesses 
hat Waning Abdusalam, brother of Kuman- 
ег Kiddie, led the kidnapping,” Casimiro 

said. 

Abdusalam Akid- 
din, alias Kumander 
Kiddie, is one of the 
MILF ^ commanders 
operating in the Zam- 
boanga Peninsula. 

Casimiro said the 
abductors put Bossi 
on one of two pump 
boats and “headed ei- 
ther [toward the] Na- 
ga or Tungawan 
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8-2-2, allowing it to control the Sen- 
ate with a nearly two-thirds majority. 

On June 7, President Arroyo gave а 
speech at the closing session of the 
outgoing 13th Congress, thanking its 
members for saving her from two im- 
peachment attempts. More than that, 
she acknowledged the overwhelming 
victory of the coalition in the House 
and the local governments in the May 
election, the 25th since the seminal 
1907 parliamentary election. 

Ms Arroyo recognized only one 
overwhelming result—that for the 
House and local offices—although 
the Senate election results were 
equally overwhelming. She said the 
House election results were a "contin- 
uing mandate of reform, unity, more 
work and less politics. We all have a 
mandate to look forward to and leave. 
behind the contentious past." 


What's voters’ mandate? 

Now, we are in trouble trying to fig- 
ure out what mandate the more than 
40 million Filipino voters gave the ad- 
ministration when they returned to 
the House the majority held by its 
coalition in the 13th Congress and the 
mandate they gave the opposition 
when they resoundingly repudiated 
the administration ticket in the Sen- 
ate election. 

In that speech, Ms Arroyo called for 
national reconciliation, saying “we 
close the chapter of electoral battles 
and open the chapter of national con- 
solidation and solidarity” That call 
had no resonance with the opposi- 
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tion, partly because her reading of the 
mandate recognized only half of the 
election results—those involving the 
House—and partly because she 
pointedly downgraded the impor- 
tance of the Senate, referring to the 
House as “Congress.” 

The dual results of the May 14 polls 
refueled the historical tensions be- 
tween the two chambers over which 
body reflects more authentically the 
voice of the people. During the past 
three years, the House has tended to 
believe it is more important than the 
‘Senate and has initiated proposals to 
reform the 1987 Constitution, 
through a constituent assembly and a 
people's initiative, which was. struck 
down by the Supreme Court last year. 


Charter change 

‘The move to change the Constitu- 
tion mandating а shift to the parlia- 
mentary system from the presidential 
system was intended in the immedi- 
ate term to relieve pressure on Ms Ar- 
тоуо from street-driven demands for 
her resignation and in the long term, 
to lay the ground for staying in power 
beyond her elected term in 2010. 

‘The House drive for legislative pri- 
macy rests on historical précedents. 
True, the first elected assembly was 
the chamber of deputies but from 
1907 to 1916, when the Senate was 
created by the Jones Law, there was a 
Philippine Commission above the as- 
sembly. The commission was chaired 
by the American governor general 
and had quasi-executive and legisla- 
tive powers. It was made up of four 
American and three Filipino repre- 


sentatives. 

When the Jones Law established a 
bicameral legislature ending the com- 
mission, members of the Senate were 
also elected but by senatorial dis- 
tricts, not at large. This put the leg- 
islative department under the control 
of Filipinos. 

Only in 1935, under the 1934-35 
Constitution, did the country install a 
single-chamber National Assembly. 

In 1939, President Manuel L. Que- 
zon, through a constitutional amend- 
ment, restored the bicameral legisla- 
ture, this time with the senators elected 
at large. Quezon had sought the estab- 
lishment of the Senate in 1916 to under- 
mine his chief political rival, Sergio Os- 
mefia, for national leadership, whose 
base was the Philippine Assembly. 


Playing up victory 

This time, Ms Arroyo is taking the 
opposite path by playing up the victo- 
ту of her coalition candidates to un- 
dermine the Senate. 

This legacy tapping two levels of 
electoral constituencies is at the root 
of dual election results and interpre- 
tations of their mandates that are ac- 
centuated by the results of the May 
balloting. 

Ms Arroyo is exploiting this cleav- 
age created by these two electoral tra- 
ditions when, at her speech at the 
House anniversary celebration, she 
tried to focus national attention on 
the House results. 

The most obvious message of the 
House election results is that a third 
impeachment attempt in the next 
Congress is a nonstarter as the open- 
ing gambit of the op- 
position to try and 
cut short the term of 
the President. Their 
numbers to initiate 
an impeachment 
complaint and push 
it through the ple- 
nary are fewer than 
in the 13% 
Congress. 

Abridging е 
presidential tenure is 
to be fought on an- 
other battleground 
that will be opened 
when Ms Arroyos 
House allies resume 
their push for consti- 
tutional revision to- 
ward the parliamen- 
tary system. 

This time, opposi- 
tion control of the 
Senate promises a 
tougher obstacle to 
block new House ini- 
tiatives. This is the 
new dynamic of con- 
fie in the 14th 
Congress. The new 
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World Record for simultaneous kissing. 


From page Al 


couples locked lips for a few seconds at a party 
‘outside the country's parliament on Saturday. 

Hungary has been engaged in a kissing du- 
el with the Philippines since 2004, when 
5,327 couples kissed in Manila, followed by 
5,875 couples kissing in Budapest in 2005. 

In January, some 50 couples clad in red 
marched to the gates of the Consulate of Hun- 
gary in Makati City to participate in what they 
called a "kissing de avance." 

Instead of provocative, political messages, 
the messages written on placards carried by the. 
ralliers read: "Mas Masarap ang Kiss ng Pinoy 
(Pinoys are better kissers),” "Pinoy Kissers 
Unite," "Record ng Halik, sa "Pinas Ibalik (Ае. 
tum the kissing record to the Philippines),” 
“Wanted: Kissing Partner. We Can Beat Hungary 
“Together,” and “Hungary, Goodbye Kiss Naman 
"Dyan (Hungary, give us a goodbye kiss)” 

The couples challenged Hungary to a kiss- 
ing match, a run-up to the Lovapalooza kissfest 
on Feb. 10. On that day, a total of 6,124 cou- 
ples kissed simultaneously at midnight for at 


Hungarians outkiss ... 


MONDAY, 
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ACOUPLE kiss in front of Budapest's Parliament during an attempt to broak the Guinness 


килә 


least 10 seconds in a parking lot outside the 
Mall of Asia. Fireworks went off and confetti 
and heart-shaped red balloons filled the air 

The news came a few months ago that Fil- 
ipinos had overtaken us, we became defiant 
and said we would take it back again," said 
journalist Ferenc Pallagi, who organized the 
Kissing Party on Saturday. 

One young couple who identified them- 
selves as Orsi and Pityu started kissing during 
the rock concert half an hour before the offi- 
cial record attempt. 

"That's the least we can do for the nation," 
Pityu said. 

Pallagi said he was pleased the square in 
front of the ornate parliament building by the 
River Danube was the scene of such peaceful 
emotions. The square had been cordoned off 
for months after being the scene of protests 
against the government. 

"It is early summer ... how else could these 
young people express themselves than 
through their love and emotions,” he said, be- 
fore the couples in white baseball caps kissed 
and the concert resumed. Reuters. 
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From page Al 


nan in 1884." 


led to birth ... 


las Filipinas" (Events in the 
Philippine Isles), first published 


this century alone there occurred in 1609, and annotated it to em- 
many uprisings: Those of No- phasize the richness and liveli- 
vales, Cuesta, Apolinario, in the. ness of our precolonial past. 

locos and Pangasinan, of the reg 
iment of the Pampangos, of cial Cancer), published in 1887, 
Cavite and again that of Pangasi- Rizal took the bold step of laying 


In “Noli Me Tangere” (The So- 


bare the cancerous present by ac- 


Novales was Capt. Andres No- curately depicting everyday 


vales, a Spanish mestizo who led events under the velvet heel of 


then hanged. 
Apolinario, on 


Lucban, whose 


failed. 


Early conquest years 
Going back farther, down to table laws and sincere reforms to 
the early conquest years, the sons assimilate Filipinos then he pre- 
and relatives of Rajah Matanda, dicted that “the Philippines one 
Lakandula and Rajah Soliman at- day will declare herself inevitably 
tempted in 157410 separate from and unmistakably independent.” 
the Spaniards and regain leader- 
ship over their ancient domains. 
Thirteen years later, Magat 
Salamat and Agustin de Legazpi emphasized education as the 
led the so-called “Revolt of the foundation upon which the Fil- 
Lakans (1587-88)” to drive away ipinos could succeed in develop- 
the Spaniards, Both attempts ing a fledgling nation. He con- 


а revolt in 1823 and declared Spanish oppression, leading up to 
himself “Emperor of the Philip- “E] Filibusterismo” (The Reign of 
pines” His armed uprising was Greed), which came out in 1891, 
foiled and he was executed. 
Cuesta was Lt. Jose Cuesta, an- 
other Spanish mestizo who, in Cien Años” (The Philippines а 
1854, rebelled and declared the Century Hence), Rizal lightly 
country’s independence from parted the veil of the future to 
Spain. He was also captured and give a glimpse of the direction to- 


his call to revolution. 
And in “Las Filipinas Dentro de 


ward which the country was 


the other heading. 
hand, was Apolinario de la 
тиг, more popularly known as climate of opinion that ques. 
Hermano Pule, a native of tioned the existing social order. IF 
movement Spain, after more than 300 years 
called the Cofradia de San Jose of colonial rule, had nothing 
attracted thousands of follow: 
ers in Tayabas, Laguna, Batan- chains for the indios, it was time 
gas and Cavite. They were sus- for the Filipinos to separate from 
pected of being heretics and her by regaining their freedom 
Subversives and were attacked and establishing their own na- 
in 1841 on the slopes of Mt. San tion. 

Cristobal in Tayabas. Pule was 
captured, shot and quartered 


In these works, Rizal created a 


more to offer than tears and 


Rizal clearly laid out the histor- 
ical basis for independence in Las 
Filipinas Dentro de Cien Años: If 
Spain would not introduce equi- 


Peace or destruction? 
Tt is true that the national hero 


demned the 1896 revolution of 


The uprisings were easily sup- Bonifacio because Rizal believed 

pressed. They were not based “on. that conditions were not ripe for 

the necessity of the whole na- its success. 

tion,” a principal reason, accord- Armed struggle, however, 

mad ing to Rizal, why they failed. 
Å There was yet no clear idea of his mind. On June 19, 1887, his 


was an option that remained on 


24 nation, no national sentiment 26th birthday, Rizal wrote to 
Д that could galvanize disparate his good friend Blumentritt: “1 
Д ethnolinguistic communities in- assure you that have no desire 
j toa united yet widespread strug- to take part in conspiracies 


moral clarity. 


Social order 


gle for independence. Rizal which seem to me too prema- 
changed all that and gave the ture and risky. But if the gov- 
idea of independent nationhood ernment drives us to them, that 


is to say, when no other hope re- 
mains to us but to seek our de- 
struction in war, when the Fil- 


Rizal's choice of means were ipinos would prefer to die 
words. When Filipinos were rather than endure longer their 
falling for the line that our cul. misery, then I will also become 
ture was nonexistent before the a partisan of violent means. 
arrival of Spain, he found Anto- The choice of peace or destruc- 
nio de Morga's “Sucesos de las Is- Чоп is in the hands of Spain...” 
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Do rewards work? 


F THE TURNOVER OF $10 MILLION IN REWARD 
I money to four Filipino informants last Thursday was 

anaccurate gauge, the answer is an emphatic yes. But 
if Friday's bombing of a parked bus in Cotabato is the bet- 
ter measure, the real answer is, or can only be, a little 
more complicated than we all would like it to be. 

Three of the informants, including two former mem- 

bers of the Abu Sayyaf, helped the 
EDITORIAL Armed Forces locate the bandit 
groups top leader, Khadaffy Jan- 
jalani. (It is not clear whether they received the $5-mil- 
lion reward merely for locating the body of Janjalani, 
who died last September in an exceptionally violent skir- 
mish with the AFP) The fourth informant received the$5- 
million bounty for Abu Solaiman, the Abu Sayyaf's sec- 
ond-in-command, who was killed in an encounter last 
January. 

The money, of course, came from the US State Depart- 
ment's Rewards for Justice program. At current exchange 
rates, the total runs to some P460 million, in the US Em- 
bassys own news release, however, the 510 million is 
computed at P490 million. 

According to that same release, the payment on June 7 
was the largest in the Philippines since the program start- 
ed. (Not the largest ever, however, since the $15-million 
bounty for each of the sons of Saddam Hussein has al- 
ready been paid.) Itis certainly the biggest prize in Philip- 
pine history, bigger by far than the richest lotto pot ever 
accumulated. 

During the turnover rites in Jolo, Sulu, US Ambas- 
sador Kristie Kenney aired her hope that the release of 
the money would “inspire” more people with knowledge 
about terrorist groups or terrorist plots to “become 
heroes.” 

"I'm proud to give $10 million to brave citizens. I'd be 
proud to give $10 million more to other citizens who will 
step forward and keep this country safe.” 

АЕР Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Esperon played a 
variation on the same theme of brave citizens taking 
greater part in the war on terrorism. "Local people are fed 
up [with] the violence, crimes and abuses of these terror- 
ists. We must say, 'Enough is enough." 

The bounty system has worked in other fronts of the 
war on terror too. But the search for Osama bin Laden 
($25 million) or Mullah Omar ($10 million) shows the 
limitations of even the most generous rewards. 

The Abu Sayyaf is a bandit group. It used to hide behind 
the rhetoric of Islamic fundamentalism, but in the last 
few years it has dropped the pretense. It is nothing more 
than a kidnapping gang, albeit with an international rep- 
utation. A bounty system is effective against what re- 
mains of the group, therefore, precisely because its mem- 
bers speak the language of money, especially reward 
money that runs into almost half a billion pesos. 

The bounty system does not work as well in the pursuit 
of bin Laden or others like him because the terrorists in- 
volved are driven by ideology or a radical, reductionist 
understanding of religious faith. For them, money is not 
the priority consideration, and the language of self-sacri- 
fice and martyrdom is their native tongue. 

As we have asked more than once before: How do you 
defend yourself against terrorists who welcome the very 
prospect of martyrdom with a smile? The only answer 
must be to offer a counter-example: ordinary citizens liv- 
ing as free men and women, ready to defend their way of 
life. 

The day after the turnover rites, a terrorist group deto- 
nated a bomb in a bus terminal in Matalam, Cotabato, 
injuring 10 persons. And yesterday, an Italian mission- 
ary priest in Zamboanga Sibugay was kidnapped. The 
two incidents may not even be related, may have been 
the work of different bands of extortionists. A military 
spokesman speculated that the bombing was the work of 
a “lost command” of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, 
a police officer said the kidnapping was carried out by a 
band of “lawless elements" under a certain Commander 
Khidi. 

There is as yet no definitive lead. From the looks of it, 
extortion may really have been the game plan. That 
makes the extortionists somewhat more vulnerable to the 
AEP's version of the bounty system. But if religious funda- 
mentalism were the true driving force, then we're back to 
wrestling with uncertainty. 
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The confusing Philcomsat case, again 


MY ATTENTION WAS ATTRACTED BY А NEWS 
item on Page 2 of the June 8 issue of the InQuin- 
sn. It was about a recommendation to President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo, from the Senate committee 
on government corporations and public enter- 
prises chaired by Sen. Richard Gordon, to pros- 
есше the nominees of the Presidential Commis- 
sion on Good Government to the Philippine 
Communications Satellite Corp. (Philcomsat) 
and its sister companies, the Philippine Over- 
seas Telecommunications Corp. (РОТС) and 
Philcomsat Holdings Corp. (PHC). The nomi- 
nees were named as Enrique Locsin, Manuel 
Andal, Julio Jalandoni and Guy de Leon. 

Tt so happened I was reading documents 
pertaining to the quarrel over the Philcomsat 
group of companies berween two factions. So 
many petitions and motions have been filed 
and decisions have been issued by different 
courts on a number of related cases that it has 
become confusing. 

From what I gather from these documents, 
Philcomsat and POTC are controlled by the 
faction headed by Erlinda llusorio-Bildner and 
Victor Africa. PHC is controlled by the rival fac- 
tion of PCGG nominees headed by Locsin. 

Philcomsat and is satellite. corporations 
(POTC and PHC) are being contested by two fac- 
tions, one headed by Bildner-Africa, and the oth- 
er by the Locsin group. The lates tussle is: Which 
faction is the legitimate board of the PHC? 

The Locsin group was elected to the РНС 
board in 2004. Africa, claiming to represent 
Philcomsat, filed on Sept. 9, 2004 an action 
seeking to invalidate the decision of the PHC 
Nomelec to recognize the proxy nomination of 
Locsin by Philcomsat instead of his (Africa's) 
proxy nomination. He questioned the alleged 
Failure of the Nomelec to pre-screen and pre- 
qualify the nominee. 

Оп Oct. 14, 2006, Judge Jenny Lind Delorino 
vof the Makati regional tial court granted Africa's 
petition. On April 12, 2007, Judge Zenaida Gala- 
pate-Laguilles issued an order to execute Judge 
Delorinos decision nullifying Locsin's and his 
group's election to the PHC board. 

But the PCGG nominees were able to stop 
the execution by getting a temporary restrain- 


How do you solve a problem li 


SOMEBODY PASSED ON TO ME A MOST IN- 
teresting document. Itcomes from the Civil Re- 
Jations Service of the AFP It is signed by Brig. 
Gen. Nestor В. Sadiarin and addressed to the 
AFP chief of staf. It says on its front page: 

“This is in reference to a survey that is being 
conducted by the CRSAFP among military offi- 
cers to gauge their perception regarding the 
outcome of the recent elections specifically to 
clarify why former Lt. Antonio Trillanes gar- 
nered sufficient votes to gaina spotin the Mag- 
ic 12 of senatoriables in the current counting, 
despite the charges he is facing. 

“In this regard, please extend assistance to our 
survey team who will be conducting the survey 
proper among the officers of your command.” 

The survey questions follow in the next couple 
of pages, printed on long bond paper, to be an- 
swered by ticking off one of the boxes, Strongly 
Agree, Agree, Unsure, Disagree, Strongly Dis- 
agree. The questions themselves, independently 
of how they are answered, are vastly revealing of 
the concerns—or fears—of the top brass and de- 
serve to be laid out in ful. They are 

“1. In the May 2007 elections, it is possible 
that many personnel, active or retired, have also 
supported the candidacy of ex-Lt. Trillanes. 2. 
Voters have cast their votes for Trillanes to open- 
ly express their disappointment with the present 
national leadership. 3. The votes cast in favor of. 
exit. Trillanes reflect the people's trust in his 
competence for good governance. 4. Within the 
military organization, a Trillanes vote indicates a 
compelling desire for change in the military/de- 
fense establishment. 5. Within the AFB a Tril- 
lanes vote implies defiance of the AFP top brass. 

6, perceive ex-Lt.Trllanes, who is a military 
‘man, to have limited knowledge of governance. 
7. Trillanes is successful in his senatorial bid be 
cause of the public's dissatisfaction with the mili- 
tary/defense leadership. 8, ExLt. Antonio Tril- 
lanes definitely provides strong leadership. 9. 
‘Many have supported Trillanes? candidacy be- 
cause he represents reform in the Armed Forces. 
10. The concerns of the soldiers will be better 
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ing order (TRO) from the Court of Appeals 
"Therefore, until the Court of Appeals issues 
any order on the pending issues, the Locsin 
group remains PHC's legitimate board and the 
acts of the Africa board should not be consid- 
егей as official acts of the РНС. 

Here are the arguments of the PCGG group 
on file with the Court of Appeals: 

1. The Makati RTC has no jurisdiction over 
the case. 

ә A Makati court (Judge Cesar Untalan of 
Branch 149) dismissed on Oct. 12, 2006, for 
lack of jurisdiction, a petition filed by Africa on 
who may represent Philcomsat in the PHC. Cit 
ing Supreme Court decisions, Untalan ruled 
that jurisdiction over sequestered Phileomsat 
and POTC and other cases where the interests 
of these corporations are involved, is vested in 
the Sandiganbayan, not in the regular courts. 

ө Therefore, Judge Laguilles’ April 12, 
2007 order of execution was clearly made with 
grave abuse of discretion. 

2, Judge Laguilles was not authorized by the 
high tribunal to take cognizance of the case, 
which is an intra-corporate dispute because 
her sala's designation as a special commercial 
court had already been revoked on June 27. 
2006 and transferred to Branch 149. 

* This was the reason Judge Delorino, up- 
оп receipt of the Supreme Court order, trans- 
mitted the cases involving Philcomsat to 
Branch 149. But curiously, Judge Delorino did 
mot transmit the record of Africa's complaint 
and even rendered a decision on Oct. 14, 2006, 
nullifying the election of the PCGG nominees 
to the PHC board. 

@ Her decision and that of Judge Laguilles 
are both irregular and void because they were. 
made without jurisdiction. They knew at that 
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represented when Trillanes becomes senator. 

“11, Ех-Ш. Trillanes should be released on 
bail by the time he sits as senator. 12. Ex-Lt 
Trillanes should have waited for the conclu- 
sion of the charges against him before running 
for public office. 13. Coming from the military 
organization, ex-Lt. Trillanes can bring forth 
significant changes for the AFP should he get 
elected. 14. Ex-Lt. Trillanes wants to be in 
power so he cannot be made accountable for 
his fault in the Oakwood event. 15. 1 believe 
that ex-Lt. Trillanes is supported by politicians 
who want a divided АЕР 

“16, The votes that ex-Lt. Trillanes got are 
expressions of the publics diminished confi- 
dence in the military organization. 17. The 
support that Trillanes got represents a silent 
approval that agrees with extra-constitutional 
resort to achieve organizational change, 18. If 
this country requires radical alternatives such 
as... a coup d'etat to achieve reforms, then so 
be it. 19, Voluntarily, ex-Lt. Trillanes could 
have forged an alliance with the Left for his 
senatorial candidacy. 20. Left-leaning groups 
have supported Trillanes because they saw in 
him a rallying point to promote their cause.” 

Of course I'd like nothing better than to know 
the results of this survey. But quite apart from 
that, the survey by itself already says the most 
curious things about the state of this country's 
armed forces today. Its enough to make you 
think that Trllanes success in this election quite. 
possibly qualifies as its most important aspect. 
It has the most far-reaching consequences ofall, 
mot just for the future of the military but for the 
future of the country as well. 


time that they had no right to hear, much less 
decide, intra-corporate disputes, and yet they 
rendered decisions on the matter. 

3. The Delorino decision disregarded the 
proxy authority granted to Manuel Nieto Jr. 
and Locsin by the POTC and Philcomsat when 
the POTC was not even impleaded in the Africa 
complaint, and Delorino did not recognize the 
appearance of Philcomsat as represented by 
Locsin. 

4. No pre-trial was conducted; Judge Delorino 
proceeded to prematurely render a decision 
without a pre-trial hearing or without requiring 
the parties to submit pre-trial briefs. Under the 
rules, the court may render a decision only after 
both parties have submitted their pre-trial briefs. 

5, The decision is contrary to facts and evi- 
dence on record. 

© In seeking to invalidate the election of 
Locsin and the other PCGG nominees to the 
PHC board, Africa questioned the invalidation 
of his proxy nomination by the PHC Nomelec 
which upheld instead the proxy nomination of 
Locsin. But he failed to show that those elected 
were not qualified. 

ө Africa had no authority to sue in behalf of 
Phileomsat because he had not been authorized 
by the stockholders. His mere possession of PHC 
stock certificates did not automatically authorize 
him to vote Philcomsars share in the PHC. 

® Africa is estopped from questioning the 
PHC stockholders’ meeting as he was present 
and actively participated in it. 

ө Africa is guilty of forum-shopping be- 
cause he had filed his actions pertaining to 
Philcomsat and POTC, all pertaining to the 
same issue, in the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, the regional trial courts and the 
Courtof Appeals. 

* The Delorino decision misapplied a 
Supreme Court decision when it ruled that the 
high court conclusively settled the issue in the. 
Africa complaint. That Supreme Court decision 
pertained to the settlement agreement between 
the late Potenciano Ilusorio and the PCGG, while 
the Africa complaint pertained to the action of 
the Nomelec. The proxy issue raised by Africa. 
was not part ofthat Supreme Court decision. 


ke Trillanes? 


At the very least, as someone pointed out to 
me, what this survey suggests is that, contrary 
to Hermogenes Esperon and company’s earlier 
press release that they would not mess around 
with the election but would keep the military 
neutral, they have messed around with it and 
tried to make the military partisan. Not the 
least by throwing all sorts of obstacles in опе 
candidate's—Trillanes.— path. 

Someone told me that what happened was 
that the top brass guaranteed Malacanang a 
command vote of 50,000, ordering the rank- 
and-file to register en masse and vote for the 
administration ticket. Alas—for them—the 
rank-and-file did register but voted opposition. 
Indeed, they voted for the one person they had 
been told not to, making Trillanes their No. 1 
choice. But even if you take that story with a 
grain of salt, the survey by itself is proof of the 
utter astonishment, if not profound chagrin, of 
those who tried to make sure their worst night- 
mare would not happen, You would not make 
that survey if things went well within your 
range of expectations. 

Will it show the true sentiment of the armed 
forces? 

Somebody told me that he worried many re- 
spondents might not answer truthfully given 
that the survey also asked them to identify 
their rank, branch and assignment, which 
would pretty much identify them. For all they 
know, this could be a ploy to ferret out the mal- 
contents, or their leaders. 

1 myself suspect the people who made this 
survey are primarily intent on getting a true pic- 
ture of the sentiment of the rank-and-file. Its 
whole tenor suggests a desperation to know so. 
Itgives you a sense of people who have been un- 
nerved by violently thwarted expectations and 
who have begun to wonder if they are basing 
their judgment on the wrong premises. Ic is a 
demand to know what happened. It is a de- 
‘mand to know what is happening. 

Iris a need to know if they are still in con- 
wol. (To be concluded) 
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“THE PHILIPPINES IS A NATION OF RICH NATU- 
ral resources.” True or false? False! It was once a 
nation of vast natural resources, even when I first 
arrived here in 1946. But that is a thing of the 
past, however much it may be repeated in school 
textbooks copied from other textbooks. The na- 
tion’s forests are gone; forest cover is far below 
that needed to retain precious rainwater and to 
stabilize hillsides against erosion and landslides. 
Millions of tons of precious topsoil have been 
washed into the sea, The rivers are dead, polluted 
and unable to sustain life. The coral reefs are in 
bad shape, and fish catches have plummeted due 

| to overfishing. The air we breathe is polluted. 
About the only natural resource ей is the nation's 
minerals, and foreign mining firms are falling 
over each other—with the connivance of the cur- 
rent administration—in their efforts to get their 
hands on them. 

This leaves the “ultimate resource," namely the 
human resource, the nation’s manpower and its 
skills, Other nations with limited natural resources 
have built thriving economies on their people's 
skills. Switzerland's natural resources are pretty 
well limited to snow-topped mountains; but 
tourism, watch-making in the past and, now, inter- 
national banking and services to international or- 
ganizations help to maintain one of the highest 
standards of living in the world. Japan has few 
natural resources left but it has become an indus- 
trial giant while importing most of its raw materi- 
als—including logs from the Philippines—and 
jealously preserving its remaining forests. 

Probably the most important piece of social 
legislation ever passed in the United States was 
the “GI Bill of Rights” of 1944, which provided 
housing and educational benefits for those who 
served in the armed forces during World War II. 
Some $7 billion was spent for the college educa- 
tion of 2.2 million former servicemen and wom- 
en, and this changed America. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of blacks and other disadvantaged groups 
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moved into the middle class. In 1988, a congres- 
sional committee calculated that the added pro- 
ductivity of the American economy, stemming 
from this $7-billion investment in human re- 
source, amounted to 535.7 billion. Similarly 
Amarty Sen attributes much of the recent growth 
of the economies of East Asia to their heavy in- 
vestments in education: in particular, he notes 
that while China and India have both achieved 
rapid economic development, that of China's is 
stronger due to the past communist regime's em- 
phasis on education. 

These days, Filipinos are faced once again by 
the nation’s waste of its greatest potential re- 
source, its human resource. The INquinzn issue of 
June 4 reported the dismal figures: to supply the 
most basic needs for education, the nation needs 
16,390 more teachers, 6,406 more classrooms, 
2.4 million chairs and 11.9 million textbooks. 
This says nothing about the qualifications of 
many teachers or the content of textbooks, both 
of which leave much to be desired. Students are 
far below standard in reading ability. Call centers 
find only 10 out of 100 applicants sufficiently 
competent in English, and the science and mathe- 
matics scores of Filipino students are among the 
lowest in the world. 

‘And yet as I write, the Ateneo de Manila campus 
is abuzz with a new batch of freshmen being ori- 
ented and its roads blocked by their cars. Which 
points to another aspect of the education scene: 
high-quality education is available for those who 
can pay or are fortunate enough to receive scholar- 
ships, while the rest are left out in the cold. Does 
this reflect an elitist mentality among the nation’s 


policymakers, the idea that only the sons and 
daughters of the wealthy have the intelligence to 
profit through quality education? If so they might 
reflect on the American experience with the GI 
Bill, or on the study of Queena N. Lee-Chua and 
her colleagues: “Magaling ang Pinoy: How and 
Why Filipino Public High School Students 
Achieve.” They studied honor students who have 
come out of public high schools and found that 
many of them, however poor their backgrounds, 
are doing well even in elite colleges. 

Or is there a different, more sinister explana- 
tion for the governments failure to adequately 
support public education, namely, that policy- 
makers are able to send their own sons and 
daughters to elite private schools and thus feel по 
need to support public schools, or even wish to 
monopolize the advantages of quality education 
for their own children, thus giving them a "com- 
petitive advantage”? 

In any case, the experience of our “Landas ng 
Pag-Asa” scholarship program in Payatas demon- 
strates that there are young people from disad- 
vantaged backgrounds who are able and only too 
anxious to continue their education beyond high 
school. Fighting against the odds, some of them 
‘overcome the handicap of poor educational back- 
grounds and do well in professional courses. Oth- 
ers, the majority, go into vocational courses 
which will permit them to begin earning in a year 
ог two, sometimes with the hope that, later on, 
they will be able to take full four-year programs. 

Yet our program and other private scholarship 
programs are only a drop in the bucket when 
‘compared with the need. For the rest, we might 
reflect on Philippine Independence Day and Jose 
Rizal's belief that education is the way to true in- 
dependence. 

“The school is the basis of society,” he said. 
"The school is the book in which is written the fu- 
ture of the nations. Show me the school of a peo- 
ple and we will show what the people is.” 


Here we go profiling again 


THERE WAS CHEATING IN MAGUINDANAO 
and Lanao. Ergo, all voters in Maguindanao and 
Lanao are cheats. It goes without saying that Fil- 
ipino Muslims are cheats. 

That seems to be what Manila analysts and 
Manila-based media are all saying, not realizing 
the gravity of their armchair analysis. If 1 were а 
Filipino Muslim, I would consider that a provoca- 
tion. These are dangerous statements which our 
Manila-centric culture is so easily predisposed 
that we hear them over and over on television 
talk shows and media interviews. The script is 
sensational and it certainly sells. There is com- 
merce behind it. 

These are times that may remind us of another 
profile we have of Filipino Muslims, that they 
were the pirates and marauders of history, looting 
many Christian settlements, kidnapping the 
women and children to sell as slaves. 

While there indeed was piracy, what we know 
about itis only a part of it. In ruth, the piracy that 
happened during the Hispanic times was part of 
the world of Southeast Asian mercantilism whose 
dominant players were largely outsiders and, 
who for the most part, held the reins of the slave 
industry. 

It was the Dutch stationed in what was then 
Batavia, today's Jakarta, who encouraged the 
slave trade of Southeast Asia. The buck certainly 
andliterally stopped with them. But the dirty job 
was not theirs. To let the slave trade flourish 
from the hub that was the Dutch East Indies, 
there was a need for middlemen to handle the 
piracy part. That was the role they gave to the 
southern Moro people of the Philippine 
archipelago. 

Perhaps, this “middleman role” fitted the early 
Moro well. Pre-Hispanic Moro communities were 
largely mercantile societies then, even as the rest 


APOLINARIO MABINI, LAWYER AND INTELLEC- 
tual and eventually the most important adviser of 
Emilio Aguinaldo, found our June 12 proclama- 
tion of independence shockingly provincial, even 
counterproductive. Among other things, it de- 
clared the new nation a protectorate of the Unit- 
ed States, though without formal American 
recognition of Philippine independence or of the 
government established by the Filipinos. Mabini 
attempted to rectify the situation by organizing 
local governments which could deputize individ- 
uals to represent them in ratifying the June 12 
proclamation of independence along more digni- 
fied lines; and, in turn, ratify a constitution that 
would lay down a formal basis for the leadership 
of Aguinaldo (until then, regarded as an “egre- 
gious dictator”). All this was accomplished in ear- 
ly 1899 with the inauguration of the First Philip- 
pine Republic in Malolos, Bulacan. 

‘The Philippines thus earned the distinction of 
being the first formally organized constitutional 
republic in Asia, the first colony in Southeast Asia 
to assert independence and the last Spanish 
colony to do so in the 19th century. But it also had 
to endure the tragedy of having its inspiring and 
potentially solid start as a nation aborted by 
American conquest (formally completed with 
Aguinaldo's capture in 1901). 

Filipinos, however, didn't let go of the indepen- 
dence ideal, and they were variously allowed—or 
“managed’—to wheedle out of the Americans: 
elected provincial governments by 1905; elected 
lower house in 1907; fully Filipino legislature by 
1916; and control of the Executive with autono- 
my by 1935, along with a formal commitment to 
restoring independence by 1946. This was a peri- 
od of fairly successful nation-building, tragically 
interrupted by World War II and the Japanese oc- 
cupation. 

‘The liberation from the Japanese was accom- 
panied by the near-total destruction of the infras- 
tructure (political and economic) which, prior to 
the outbreak of the war, had the country confi- 
dently poised for independence. But Philippine 
independence was only recognized by the United 
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Butin that slave trade, 
the Filipino Moro 
was neither the brains 
nor the moneymaker. 
He was simply used 


of the archipelago was still basically pastoral. 
Trading around the Southeast Asian islands was a 
thriving activity. That is why there is so much con- 
gruence of cultural materials among our regional 
cultures because of the opportunities for ex- 
change that were woven into their daily lives; 
which included language. 

But in that slave trade, the Filipino Moro was 
neither the brains nor the moneymaker. He was 
simply used. 

Much of the Filipino Christian's contempt for 
the Moro is veiled in our historical texts. Perhaps, 
it has become ingrained—an unconscious desire, 
perhaps--to see the Moro literally go down in 
history. Our present-day pronouncements are not 
much ofa difference. 

Ifthe Muslim Manila of Rajah Soliman and the 
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States in 1946, giving the country another dis- 
tinction: The first Asian colony to achieve inde- 
pendence, and the first functioning democracy in 
Asia in the postwar era. 

This was no small accomplishment: The peace- 
ful independence effort was closely watched by 
our neighbors, serving as an inspiration to their 
leaders, Sukarno and Ho Chi Minh, among them. 
The effort was successful enough to inspire, ini- 
tially, confidence in and goodwill for America 
among these leaders, including Mao Zedong of 
China. 

А ravaged, wrecked Philippines embarked on 
independence saddled with conditions imposed 
by Americans eager to bask in the shared sacrifice 
of World War Il, but unwilling to match its rhetor- 
ical sentimentality with measures to rebuild the 
country. The Philippines would be rebuilt, but as- 
sistance from America was based on the hard- 
nosed proposition that Americans should have 
equal access to the Philippine economy. And thus 
the pride of having its sovereignty recognized 
ahead of, say, India and Indonesia was marred by 
the irony that those—and other—colonized 
countries won a more authentic independence, 
though ata later time. 

It is said that President Diosdado Macapagal de- 
cided to transfer independence day from July 4 t0 
June 12 іпа fit of annoyance. He was the latestina 
line of Philippine leaders exasperated by American 
indifference to the cause of Filipino veterans de- 
prived of their benefits since 1947, and by other 
disagreements (e.g, tariffs and economic assis- 
tance). The gulf between the official proclama- 
tions of love, devotion and shared democratic ide- 
alism with the United States and the country's in- 


Muslim Tondo of Rajah Lakandula were eliminat- 
ed by Spanish conquest and colonization, in al- 
most the same way do we treat our Moro 
brethren—as though they will forever be the van- 
quished and we Christians the victors. It is so very 
Hispanic. Itis so very outdated. 

A former senator from a prominent Cebu fami- 
1y, who now counts among the also-rans in the 
last elections—thank God!—was almost seething 
with disdain when the Maguindanao topic was 
brought up by a talk show anchor: “Sultanates 
are not part of democracy!” he roiled. It may be 
true, but so is ethnocentrism. 

The problem Manila has with the Moro south 
will always be there if it insists on understanding 
the Moro only from its own point of view of gov- 
emnance. This nation was built along a system of 
governance that conforms only to the interests 
and nuances of the largely lowland Christian pop- 
ulation. Worse, itis Americanized. 

T grew up in a family where the favorite bo- 
geyman was the Moro. When we misbehaved, it 
Was easy to scare us out of our wits by simply 
telling us that the next Moro will come to “pi- 
rate” us to Marawi. But I had thought that was 
only during our generation. I was thus aston- 
ished to find out from my Christian students that 
today that is the same “mind control” their par- 
ents use on them. 

The script of today has not changed: there is 
cheating in the ARMM elections; ergo, Filipino 
Muslims are cheats; so watch out for the ARMM 
elections, because that is where the bogeyman is 

Many of our pundits, analysts and so-called 
sages still live in medieval times. A lot of them are 
in Manila. In fact, the bogeyman is everywhere, 
and is mostly in Manila. 


Comments to monta@cu-cdo.edu.ph 


creasingly harsh realities of economic and social 
conditions in the country (despite having defeated 
a brutal communist insurgency in the '40s and 
'50s), made basking in the rapidly diminishing 
warmth of America increasingly unsatisfying to а 
younger generation of Filipinos. 

Macapagal's initial pique, even if true, made 
him realize that here was an opportunity to but- 
tress a failing administration by seizing national- 
ism away from his critics: The country could, in a 
sense, be reinvented. Ifthe present was bland and 
Jacking confidence, a mythical past could be ap- 
propriated. In 1961, Filipinos had commemorat- 
ed 15 years of independence (a fact); in 1962, 
they suddenly were told the country could bask in 
the glory of 64 years of independence (false). The 
sad end of the First Republic was set aside to prop 
up the shaky realities of the Third Republic estab- 
lished in 1946: The intervening period that made 
possible the restoration of independence began 
to be subjected to an officially inflicted amnesia 
that ignored everything in between. 

The country then (in Macapagal's time) and 
under his successors (his daughter among them), 
could not afford to make historical distinctions in 
the rush to reconfigure the past—an easier and, 
perhaps, more emotionally satisfying task than 
the hard and necessary work of enabling Filipino 
society and government to evolve into meeting 
the needs of the future. If it was healthy to refo- 
сиз the citizenry's attention on the glories and 
achievements of the revolution against Spain and 
of the First Republic, it was unhealthy—and delu- 
sional—to ignore the end of that republicand the 
painstaking and equally inspiring fight for inde- 
pendence from the United States. 

Philippine leaders since Macapagal have been 
claiming a heroic past, in competition with Fil- 
ipino communists and socialists equally eager to 
claim that past: The difference lies in a Philippine 
officialdom trying to incense the corpse of the 
First Republic (ill-fated but bourgeois and cos- 
mopolitan) while radicals try to reanimate the 
skeleton of the Katipunan (also ill-fated, but mys- 
ical and mass-based) 
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Voice from the past 


THE GREAT THING ABOUT TOMORROW, JUNE 12—ASIDE 
from being Independence Day—is that it marks the 107th 
birth anniversary of my father, Modesto Farolan. 

With only a high school diploma, he rose from being a 
lowly cub reporter at the old Manila Daily Bulletin to become 
editor and publisher of the Philippines Herald. From being 
the nation's first consul general to Honolulu in 1947, he end- 
ed a diplomatic ca- 
reer as ambassador 
to Indonesia where 
he spent his last 
years in public of- 
fice, after serving six 
Philippine presi- 
dents from Manuel Hamon 
Roxas to Ferdinand J. Farolan 
Marcos 

His work in the field of tourism would earn him the title of 
“Father of Philippine Tourism” and a posthumous award be. 
stowed by President Corazon Aquino for his lifetime advoca- 
cy concerning the development of our nation's tourism po- 
tential. Today, tourism is not only one of the nation's biggest 
dollar-earners; it is also in the forefront of the effort to pre- 
serve much of our cultural heritage as well as to protect our 
environment. 

‘A few weeks ago, rummaging through some of his old pa- 
pers, I discovered another of his advocacies, this one pertain- 
ing to the sustainable development of our forestry re- 
sources. 

In March 1957, he delivered the commencement address 
before the graduating class of the UP College of Forestry in 
Los Baños. He talked of the wealth of our natural resources, 
particularly that of our forests and the importance of con- 
serving, preserving, and even increasing their value for the 
benefit of future generations. 

He began by saying that, "АП guest speakers on occasions 
like this are expected to solemnly stress upon the graduating 
class, their grave responsibilities and their crucial impor- 
tance to the future of the country. Without belittling any of 
the learned and respected professions, ! must say that I, per- 
sonally, would find it difficult to tell our next 5,000 lawyers 
or accountants or pharmacists that the fate of the nation de- 
pended upon their individual or collective contribution. For 
if1do, I would not be saying what believe, which is, that we 
can well afford to omit one or more graduating classes in cer- 
tain overcrowded professions.” 

As can be gleaned, he would oftentimes say exactly what 
was on his mind, a trait which did not endear him to a num- 
ber of people. 

He continued, “I shall not be burdened by this obstacle in 
addressing you today. It has been my long-held conviction 
that in our country’s struggle for economic advancement and 
stability upon which hinges all future national progress and 
prosperity, our greatest natural assets are in our land and its 
forests, and that any planning for the years to come which ne. 
glects or fails to give positive emphasis to these resources is 
Bound to meet with only negligible, even disastrous results." 

He called attention to the 1955 figures provided by the De. 
partment of Agriculture and Natural Resources. At that time, 
those major areas of activity agriculture and natural resources, 
мете under one roof and the word “environment” was not yet 
part of the vocabulary of the day, He said, "The total amount of 
the country’s natural resources, in use and potential, is given at 
P34 billion. OF this total, some P300 million consists of fishery 
resources. Land accounts for а litle over P4 billion; mineral re 
sources, about P1.5 billion: The balance, almost P28 billion, is 
in forest resources alone. Let me emphasize that out ofa total of 
P34 billion in resources, P28 billion—or over four-ffths—lies in 
ош forests. I don't see how you can make the point more clear- 
уу. Given these resources, is it even necessary to ask which way 
we should turn for economic development? If we developed ev- 
erything else to the utmost possible efficiency and productive- 
nesseverything, except our forests—we would stil be barely 
scratching the surface of our rich potentials and be rated as mi 
erably underdeveloped.” 

The wealth of our couniry continues to remain in the 
hands ofa few families. Some of the fabulous fortunes which 
were made in the past few decades came from the ruthless 
exploitation of our forest resources and we are now being 
made to suffer for those excesses just as future generations 
are going to be deprived of the benefits ofthese resources. A 
simple check of government records would probably show 
who were awarded forestry concessions and timber license 
agreements, and checking out these areas would also рго- 
vide information as to who have been religiously observing 
conservation and replanting measures. In terms of 1955 val- 
wes, P28 billion is a tremendous amount of money. 

He pointed out the bright prospects for economic develop- 
‘ment in connection with the use of our forestry resources, 
but he also stressed the equally important task of proper use 
and conservation: “Unlike minerals, forests are ever-renew 
able. Once having extracted every ounce of metallic oe from 
the bowels of our earth, there is nothing left. On the other 
hand, itis not inconceivable that in years to come, having ex- 
ploited P28 billion worth of forests and their products, there 
‘would still be P28 billion left—or more; provided, we follow 
а sound plan for protecting our forests and replenishing 
them with new growths. Doing so, we shall not be protecting, 
merely our timber wealth: we shall be protecting and en- 
hancing our agricultural wealth, for itis our forests that keep 
down the destructive floods and unnecessary loss of valuable 
soil through erosion of our cultivated areas.” 

He also looked upon our forests in terms of tourism as a 
source of revenue for the nation. All that was needed was to 
cooperate a little with Nature and do what we can to pre: 
serve and accentuate the beauty and grandeur of our sur 
roundings.” He spoke of our county “being blessed with 
landscape of a majesty and magnificence rarely equaled in 
this world and of fields, of rivers and mountains of many. 
splendored loveliness.” 

Iris not too late for our officials to heed this voice from the 
past. There have been too much greed and rapacious exploita- 
tion of our natural resources without replenishment activities 
that would ensure continuing benefits for our children and 
grandchildren. АЙ it takes is political will, a strong determina- 
tion and a sense of community to put into effect necessary 
measures which would result in the sustainable development 
and utilization of our nation's wealth and assets. 


THEY SAID 
Test of leadership 


“For us to win, me being the leader of this team, 1 
have to play better in order for us to have a chance to 
win down the stretch. My teammates know Im going 
to bring my better effort in game two.” 

—NBA Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James 
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TIP Quezon City and TIP Manila 
have been identified by the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) as 
Centers of Development (COD) in Information Technology Education (ТЕ) 


ITE courses: BS Computer Science, BS Information Technology, BS information Systems 


TIP Quezon City and TIP Manila are 2 out of only 5 schools chosen as CODs in ITE 
in the National Capital Region 
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Next step for coconut farmers 


JUSTICE MAY BE SLOW BUT JUSTICE 
has prevailed in the litigation of the 
coco levy funds. After two decades, 
the courts ruled that the funds are 
owned by the government in trust for 
the small coconut farmers. The recent 
May 11, 2007 ruling covers the assets, 
particularly the 27-percent San 
Miguel Corp. (SMC) shares. A previ- 
ous ruling covered the ownership of 
the United Coconut Planters Bank 
(UCPB). 

At the very least, the rulings should 
mow convince all the small coconut 
farmers to reject any out-of-court set- 
tlement with the camp of Eduardo 
“Danding” Cojuangco. Why should 
they relinquish anything that they 
have recovered after a long and tortu- 
ous struggle? 

The rulings should now dissuade 
PCGG Commissioner Camilo Sabio 
and the Arroyo administration from 
pursuing the out-of-court settlement 
they have been dangling before the co- 
conut farmers. In persuading the 
farmers to enter into a compromise 
agreement, Sabio contends that the le- 


gal proceedings would take a very 
long time. But the recent rulings have 
indisputably belied that contention. It 
would now be very preposterous for 
the Presidential Commission on Good 
Government to continue promoting 
an out-of-court settlement. 

What now remains is for the courts 
to finally rule on the remaining 20- 
percent SMC shares (also bought with 
coco levy funds) that Cojuangco 
claims to be his. Unfortunately, the 
government's and the small coconut 
farmers’ claim to these shares were 
impaired when the Sandiganbayan 
granted Cojuangco's request to sell 
portions of these shares. 

The Sandiganbayan should have 
first ruled on the issue of ownership of 
these shares before considering Co- 
juangco's petition. By allowing the 
sale, the Sandiganbayan practically al- 
lowed Cojuangco to use coco levy as- 
sets to pay his P6.4 million debt to 
UCPB. It is now incumbent on the Of- 
fice of the Solicitor General to file an 
opposition against the anti-graft 
courts ruling on the sale of the SMC 


Claims documents not in GSIS database 


IN HIS LETTER PUBLISHED IN THE 
Twoumen last May 23, Mario Liclican 
said he opted not to apply for funeral 
and survivorship benefits when his fa- 
ther, a Government Service Insurance 
System pensioner, passed away. Не 
said he chose to do that because of the 
“unbelievably so much paperwork" 
needed, most of which was already in. 
the GSIS database, in the first place. 
Allow us to mention our basic re- 
quirements for funeral benefits: NSO- 
certified death certificate and mar- 
riage certificate. If the claimant is not 
the spouse, the GSIS also asks for an 
official receipt of funeral expenses. For 
survivorship benefits, apart from the 
NSO certificates, the GSIS requires an 


affidavit of dependency. 

Not one of these documents is in 
the GSIS database, contrary to what 
Liclican said. We also do not think 
the GSIS is being unreasonable in 
asking for these requirements, be- 
cause these are usual claims docu- 
ments, after all. 

We hope Lidican's personal bias 
against the GSIS does not deny him 
the benefits his father prepared for his 
loved ones. 

—ELLA E. VALENCERINA, 
vice president, 

Public Affairs Office, 
Government Service. 
Insurance System, 
Financial Center, Pasay City 
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Recent media reports have prompted our members and stakeholders to doubt our capability to pro' 


benefits of our members. 


We would like to assure our members in the employe 


is, and has always been financially stable. We can readily provide the financial cover that you trust us to do, especially in times of medical 


necessities. 


“TOTAL ASSETS. . 


As of April this year, our total assets amount to P73.7B, consistently increasing from P51.5B in 


d, individually paying, non-paying, sponsored and OFW sectors that your PhilHealth 


vide financial coverage for the hospitalization 


shares. 
The 
next 
logical 
step is 
the use 
and dispo- 
sition of the 
funds. А concrete step in this direction 
would be the establishment of a trust 
fund committee that would manage 
the funds. We just hope that the funds. 
will not suffer the same fate as the hu- 
manrights money that wentto finance 
the fertilizer program of the Arroyo 
administration. Since the coconut levy 
funds belong to the coconut farmers, 
any coconut program to be designed 
and funds to be used should serve 
their interest 
—WIGBERTO ТАМАРА, 
president, Philippine Rural 
Reconstruction Movement, 
chair, Multi-Sectoral Task Force 
on the Coco Levy Recovery (MSTP); 
OSCAR SANTOS, president, 
Coconut Industry Reform Movement, 
co-chair, MSTF 


Probe election 
law violators 


AT LAST, NEARLY A MONTH AFTER 
election day, 10 new senators were 
proclaimed. I'm just wondering, it ap 

pears that some of the proclaimed sen- 
ators spent more than what is allowed 
bylaw. 

Can our electoral watchdogs like 
the Namfrel and the PPCRV conduct 
an audit of the winning candidates’ ex- 
penditures? Is it not part of their cru- 
sade for free and honest elections to 
determine whether the winning candi- 
dates spent within the limits pre- 
scribed by the Fair Elections Act and 
other related laws? 

1 hope the crusaders for honest and 
free elections can go beyond the tabu- 
lation and canvassing of votes and 
work for real electoral reforms. They 
should also investigate as to who vio- 
lated the regulation on common 
poster areas. They should start with 
the national leaders to give an exam- 
ple to local politicians. 

—PAUL RODERICK A. YSMAEL, 
2/F Prestige Tower, 

Don Francisco Ortigas Jr Avenue, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
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PhilHealth 


Your Partner in Health 


2004, P58.1B in 2005, and P68.9B in 2006. On the other hand, our premium collections have 
similarly increased from P16.5B in 2004 to P22.6B in 2006, a strong indication of our members’ 
trust and confidence in the National Health Insurance Program which we are administering. 


Over the last three years, our benefit payments ranged from P12.9B in 2004 to P17.2 В in 2006 
This year, we have so far paid about P5.9 billion from January to April and we expect the figure 


in billions) 
М 68.9 
2006 


Special Savings 
Deposits 


2007 
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to reach P9.64 billion by the end of the first semester. 


We also make sure that any activity that will defraud the NHIP of precious pesos are dealt with in 


accordance with our quasi-judicial powers. Aside from revoking the accreditation of erring doctors 


and hospitals, we have created the Fact-Finding and Administrative Investigation Department that 
does hospital inspection and claims monitoring. 


We have also created a Peer Review Committee, 
composed of members of the Philippine Medical 
Association, Philippine Hospital Association, 
Professional Regulation Commission and specialty 
societies to serve as an expert panel in resolving 
issues regarding quality of practice. Our partnership 
with the National Bureau of Investigation and with 
the Philippine National Police has also enabled 
us to pursue reports of fraudulent activities in the 


country. 


(un billions) 


BENEFIT PAYMENTS 


From 2000 to 2007, we have received а total of 3,792 cases and in 2006, we prosecuted 425 cases, 
elevated 181 cases to the health insurance arbiter and are currently investigating 217 more cases. 
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Asa responsible corporate institution, we strive harder to sustain the +56 net satisfaction level that 
our members have bestowed on us, (Social Weather Station September 2006), up from +52 in May 


2005. Rest assured, there shall be no cause for worry, especially where our financial capability to 


honor our obligations to our members is concerned. 
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MABALACAT, PAMPANGA—POLICE HAVE IDENTIFIED 
reelected Mayor Marino Morales as a "probable princi- 
pal suspect” in the burning here last week of at least 
164 of 399 ballot boxes containing election documents, 
said Director General Oscar Calderon, chief of the 


Philippine National Police. 


Calderon disclosed this on Sunday 
after the police's Task Force Mabala- 
cat briefed him here on the results of 
the investigation on the fire that gut- 
ted the stock room at the back of the 
town hall at 3 a.m. on June 7. 

Losing gubernatorial candidate Lilia 
Pineda and her ally, Anthony Dee, who 
lost to Morales in the mayoral race here, 
were contesting the results contained in 
the documents inside the ballot boxes. 

However, Calderon noted that oth- 
er candidates with “interest to bene- 
fit” from the Mabalacat votes might 
also turn up to be suspects. 

"Investigators are looking for more. 
leads and clues. This is still an open 
case,” he said. 

Calderon said the alleged involve- 
ment of Morales cropped up when 
three utility workers of the local gov- 
ernment identified an appointee of 
the mayor as the one who had or- 
dered them to leave the vicinity of the. 
stock room at 11:25 p.m. on June 6. 

Не said the taskforce reported that the. 
appointee, identified as Rommel Sibal, 


Shellfish 
ban in 
Sorsogon 


SORSOGON CITY— 
The Bureau of Fish- 
eries and Aquatic Re- 
sources reimposed a 
shellfish ban here fol- 
lowing the death of 
two children who ate 
green mussels con- 
taminated with red 
tide. 

Serafin Lacdang, 
head of the Provin- 
cial Fishery Section, 
said the shellfish 
ban was reimposed 
in Sorsogon Bay af- 


ter doctors con- 
firmed reports that 
the two chil- 
dren—Noriel and 
Mary-ann, both sur- 
named Arel- 


lano—from Baran- 
gay Tulay, Casigu- 
ran, died of red tide 
poisoning. 

Four other mem- 
bers of the Arellano 
family including the 
father, were hospital- 
ized as a result of the 
polsoning. 

The deaths ос 
curred on May 30, 
the day BFAR lifted 
the shellfish ban it 
had imposed on Sor- 
sogon Bay since Oc- 
tober last year. 

In October, a se- 
ries of paralytic 
shellfish poisoning 
killed 11 persons, 
most of them chil- 
dren. 

To ensure good 
results of red tide 
monitoring and to | 
avoid a repeat of 
the incident, they 
had increased the 
number of sam- 
pling stations in 
Sorsogon Bay from | 
five to 17, Lacdang | 
said. 

Based on Bulletin 
No. 13 issued by | 
BFAR on June 1, 
those still under the | 
banareSorsogonBay > 
in Sorsogon City, 
Juag Lagoon in |. 
Mamog Sorsogon, 
Hinatuan Bay and 
Bislig Bay in Surigao 
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had given the three workers P1,000 each 
before he asked them to leave. 

Sibal has been the subject of a po- 
lice manhunt since Friday, according 
to Mabalacat police director Supt. 
Melchor Reyes. 

Morales said he did not know Sibal 
and denied having ordered the burn- 
ing of the ballot boxes. 

“As the winner in this race, why should 
140 something like that?" he told the In- 
Quin in an earlier phone interview. 

The task force has recommended 
the filing of an arson case against Sibal 
and administrative charges against 
municipal maintenance chief Jessie 
Dungca and the three utility workers. 

Municipal treasurer Angelito Pelayo 
also faces administrative charges as he is 
the Commission on Elections-designat- 
ей custodian of the election materials. 

‘The suspected arson happened on 
June 7, the day a local judge appoint- 
ей a sheriff to transfer the ballot box- 
esto the Regional Trial Court Branch 
59 in Angeles City, the branch where 
Dee filed his electoral protest seeking 


ЕЮ DSAP National Convention 


A Decade of Challenges: 
Looking Forward 
Surging High: 


A call for Exhibitors and Delegates! 


DSAP аппоипсез the forthcoming National Convention 

to be held on September 5-7 2007 at 

Waterfront Hotel and Convention Center, Lahug, Cebu City. 
Inviting all drugstore owners all over the country to register 


NOW! 


Соте one, come alll  ' = 
Have a feel of this year's activities and 
once again bring back rich and rewarding experiences. 
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PNP chief tags mayor 
in ballot box burning 


a revision of the ballots. Morales won 
by 750 votes against Dee. 

Losing vice mayoral candidate Vic- 
tor Tiglao also filed the same case 
there against Prospero Lagman, who 
won by 100 votes. 

Pineda's case, filed at the Comelec 
national office, sought a recount in all 
of Pampanga's 20 towns and the City 
of San Fernando, except in her home- 
town Lubao. She lost to Fr. Eddie 
Panlilio by 1,147 votes. 

The destroyed ballots in the 164 boxes 
contained 42 percent of the total oficial 
ballots in Mabalacat, according to Com- 
elec provincial supervisor Temie Lambino. 

Lambino initially reported 154 de- 
stroyed boxes at 2 p.m. Thursday. Ten 
more ballot boxes were added during 
the final inventory at 4:30 p.m. that 
day, he said 

Lambino said the 164 destroyed 
boxes were taken to the Bureau of 
Fire Protection office while the 235 
intact boxes were taken to the provin- 
cial police headquarters, both in the 
City of San Fernando. 

After checking the bumt stockroom, 
Calderon said Pelayo, as the Comelec- 
designated custodian of the election ma- 
terials, has a “lot of explaining to do.” 

Chief Supt. Ismael Rafanan, Central 
Luzon police chief, has wrapped up a 
separate investigation that looked into 
the role of the local police in the incident. 
“Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 
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| NATIONAL COMMODITY 

| A Philippine flag sells at P20 in downtown Iloilo City, two days before Independence Day 

| is celebrated on June |: AMODNHICHUNCONENAN | 
| CERO 

| Criminal charges filed 


vs ex-members of poll body 


Oen. 
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Rain rain might not go away 
- but you can! 


Sin pakiki winning candidate. inatelephone interview. 
Ta period Ural ine 30,2007 Perez said, in an interview, that they were Не also questioned the designation of new 
Promo is non-refundable. also readying an administrative complaint PBOC members, saying they did not receive a 


Cebu - Iloilo 
Manila - Laoag or Legaspi 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—ANTIQUE GOV. SALVACION 
Zaldivar-Perez filed on Friday a criminal com- 
plaint against the former members of the An- 
tique provincial board of canvassers (PBOC) 
for the delay in the proclamation of the 
province's winning candidates. 

In a seven-page complaint filed before the 
Commission on Elections, Perez and provin- 
cial board member-elect Alfonso Combong Jr. 


The respondents include provincial elec- 
tion supervisor Gil Barcenal, provincial prose- 
cutor Napoleon Abiera and schools superin- 
tendent Corazon Brown. 

The Comelec's First Division last week had 
relieved the respondents as members of the 
PBOC and formed a new one. It ordered the 
new РВОС to resume the canvassing of votes 
and to proclaim the winning candidates of the 
province. 

In their complaint, Perez and Combong 
said the respondents “unlawfully and felo- 
niously failed and refused to proclaim the 
complainants as the winning candidates for 
governor and member of the Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan.” 

The complainants pointed out that the 
PBOC “erroneously refused" to proclaim 
them based on the disqualification case filed 
by former assemblyman Arturo Pacificador. 

They said in their complaint that based on 
Section 72 of the Omnibus Election Code, dis- 
qualification cases could not prevent the 
proclamation and assumption to office of а 


charged the PBOC members of violating Sec- 
NEXT: DRAW. tions 72, 231 and 264 of the Omnibus Elec- 
tion Code. 


900058 


against rhe PBOC members for filing before 
the Office ofthe Ombudsman. 

Barcenal maintained that the delay in 
proclamation was caused by Pacificador's ap- 
peal before the Comelec office in Manila. 

Abiera said it was only on June 7 that the 
Comelec First Division dismissed Pacificador's 


appeal on a pre-proclamation case he filed 
questioning election returns from 15 of the 
province's 18 municipalities 

“We were merely following the rules and 
procedures, respecting the rights of all par- 
ties," Abiera said in telephone interview. 

He said they even ruled in favor of Perez's 
camp when they dismissed Pacificador's 
protest before the PBOC, which prompted the 
appeal filed before the Comelec office in 
Manila. 

The new PBOC was expected to convene on 
Friday and proclaim the winning candidates, 
said Comelec Western Visayas director Rena- 
to Magbutay who was appointed PBOC chair. 
The other members are Comelec regional di- 
rector Tomas Valera (vice chair) and Iloilo 
election supervisor Elizabeth Doronila (secre- 
tary). 

Perez is leading the elections based on re- 
turns from 18 municipalities with 68,867 
votes against Pacificador who got 55,502 
votes and Jovito Plameras who garnered 
54,062 votes. 

No reason was given in the resolution on. 
the designation of new РВОС members. But’ 
Magbutay said it was to hasten the proceed- 
ings. 

Pacificador said he has not yet received a 
copy of the resolution that dismissed his pre- 
proclamation protest and the change in PBOC. 

But he pointed out that under election 
rules, they have seven days after receipt of a 
copy of the resolution to file their appeal. 

“I just hope that it (canvassing and procla- 
mation) will not be railroaded and no legal 
shortcuts should be made. The resolution is 
not final and executory until the period to ap- 
peal has lapsed,” Pacificador told the INQUIRER 


copy of the motion to change the PBOC mem- 
bers. Nor were they given an opportunity to 
air their side on the change, Pacificador said. 

Western Visayas governors on Saturday is- 
sued a manifesto, in support of Perez, calling 
‘on the PBOC to reconvene and proclaim her 
as the winning gubernatorial candidate. 


Taiwanese investors to sue SBMA 
over takeover of golf course 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—TAIWANESE IN- 
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According to him, the UIG owed the SBMA 
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vestors are set to file on June 12 contempt 
charges against officials of the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority for the alleged illegal 
takeover of the Subic Bay Golf and Country 
Club Inc. (SBGCCI) here over debts and labor 
and sanitation violations. 
Jack Ho, manager of the SBGCCI, said the 
SBMA proceeded with the takeover although 
Judge Ramon Caguioa of the Olongapo re- 
ional trial court has issued an injunction or- 
der on the agency on May 24 and as the com- 
pany continued to exert efforts to comply 
with its obligations. 
"The SBMA seemed to be above the law. 
Our company president, Susan Ho, is the 
chair of the Subic Bay Taiwan Chamber of 
Commerce. Its members include Acer, Hitachi 
and so on. This illegal takeover will send a 
very, very bad signal to foreign investors," Ho 
told the INQUIRER. 
«Пе means that] the investment of foreign 
investors can be taken any time, any day" Но 
said. 
Ina statement, the SBMA confirmed it “re- 
covered possession and took over the man- 
{ agement” of the club after the board of direc- 
tors terminated the lease contract of the 
SBGCCI on Thursday. 

Ramon Agregado, SBMA senior deputy ad- 
5 ministrator for support services, and Raul 
Marcelo, SBMA deputy administrator for 
| tourism, delivered the notice of lease termi- 
nation at around 5 p.m. on Friday. 

Agregado posted the notice at the door of 
theclub's administration office when club of- 
ficials refused to accept the notice. 


$350,000 and P16 million in rentals. It also 
failed to stop labor and environmental viola- 
tions, defaulted in delivering on its commit- 
ment to build 100 condominium units and 80 
villas, and fell short in upgrading the facility 
into a world-class sports and leisure destina- 
tion. 

The UIG, Agregado said, were reminded of 
these through a letter on Dec. 8, 2006. 

He said the SBMA did not violate the in- 
junction order when the "cease and desist or- 
der" against the SBGCCI was implemented. 

"What we did was we terminated the lease 
agreement and recovered the properties of 
the whole facility,” he said. 

Ho on Sunday said the SBMA officials ha- 
assed the employees who sided with the: 
management by refusing them entry into the 
zone. On Friday, he said SBMA policemen had 
hurtsome of the employees. 

“What kind of a country is this?” he asked. 

He also rued that the Olongapo City police 
did not act on SBGCCT' request to help stop 
the takeover on the strength of the injunction 
order. 

Director General Oscar Calderon, chief of 
the Philippine National Police, on Sunday 
said the PNP could not intervene until the 
court ordered it to do so. 

Ho said the SBGCCI and UIG invested more 
than P1 billion on the project. 

"We came to invest because we believe in 
this country and we are very sad that we are 
being treated like this,” he said. 

In the SBMA statement, Marcelo assured 
that the employees would be retained as the 
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Bicol brownouts traced 
to steel tower pilferage 


SORSOGON CITY—BICOL MAY BE 
plunged into darkness again if pilfer- 
age of steel transmission towers con- 
tinues, an official of the National 
Transmission Corp. warned over the 
weekend. 

Guillermo Redoblado, Transco vice. 
president for Luzon operation and 
maintenance, said what was happen- 
ing was no longer simple pilferage 
but large-scale theft of steel tower 
parts, especially in the Naga-Tiwi and 
Buhi-Tiwi areas. 

In a phone interview, Redoblado 
said the series of brownouts in the 
past weeks in Albay’ first district 
were caused by damaged transmis- 
sion lines due to the 


Sorsogon provinces, is very vulnera- 
ble- to power outages, Redoblado 
said. 

He said the Transco had already 
sought the help of the local gov- 
ernment units, police and the 
Philippine Army to go after the pil- 
ferers but still, the situation con- 
tinued to worsen. 

“This is no longer the work of 
small-time robbers but [that] of a big- 
time syndicate,” Redoblado pointed 
out. 

Some suspects were reportedly 
arrested in Buhi town but were able 
to escape for still unknown reason, 
the official said. 


Transco President Arthur 
Aguilar appealed to local officials 
and law enforcement agencies to 
help them guard the transmission 
towers to foil future incidents of 
pilferage. 

Aside from Transco, power and 
communication utilities, including 
Bayantel, Digitel, Philippine National 
Oil Corp., National Power Corp. and 
local electric cooperatives, have lost 
hundreds of millions of pesos to rob- 
bers. 

They have also appealed to the 
Philippine National Police for help in 
solving the pilferage problem. Bobby 
Labalan, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


theft of steel tower 
parts 

‘The Tiwi line is vi- 
tal as it serves as the 
alternative source of 
power of Bicol when- 
ever it is cut off from. 
the Luzon grid, he 
said. 

“Our connection to 
the Luzon grid is still 
temporary due to the. 
rehabilitation works 
being done on towers 
damaged by the two 
supertyphoons that 
hit the region last 
year so the line may 
give way anytime,” 
the official ес 
plained. 

Total rehabilita- 
tion will be complet- 
ed only by the end of 
the year so Bicol, es- 
pecially Albay and 


* Academic Rigor 

* Professional Excellence 

* Extraordinary attention to the 
dovelopmont of each child 


Lotus һәр your children discover their fuil potential, 
the possiblities are andies... 


1634 Taguig, Metro Manila, Philippines. 
ай: infogcismanitaorg 


Tel.: +63(2)815-C1SM 


ТТТ The first school using an American system of education 
s [| with an EngistMandarin bilingual immersion. 


INQUIRE: 
815 - CISM (2476) 
(0917) 815-CISM 
www.cismanila.org 


IT'S YOUR WATCH THAT 


TELLS MOST ABOUT WHO YOU ARE. 


Premier 
KINETIC 
PERPETUAL 


POWERED BY THE MOVEMENT OF YOUR BODY. 
NO BATTERY CHANGE. FOUR YEAR SLEEP MODE, 
CALENDAR ACCURATE TO 2100 


Service Centers 

offer exclusive 

quality service 
'WI longest 


"THE BEST SERVICE FOR SEIKO & ALBA WATCHES AT THESE SEIKO SERVICE CENTERS 

" MAIN CENTER : 2310 Majalco Building, Pasong Tamo Ext., Makati City TEL (632) 886-6771 to 72 

* MAKATI : Glorieta 1, Ayala Center, Makati City Tel (632) 892-8302 + MANILA : 1990 NICFUR Bidg.. сог Taft 

а Quirino Ave.. Malate, Manila 18.4632) 523-8676 * PASAY CITY : Grd. РЕ, Metropoint Май, EDSA cor Taft Ave., 
Pasay Ску • QUEZON CITY : #4 Lower Grd. Ру. New Farmers Plaza Araneta Center Cubao, Q.C. Tel (632] 913-1908 
+ WB 206 SM City, North Ave., cor. EDSA Q. С. Tel (692) 929-3097 * CAVITE : 008 SM City Bacoor, Tirona comer 
Emilio Aguinaldo Hi-Way, Bacoor, Cavite TeL(046) 970-4976 * СЕВ 
Ага, Cebu City Tel.(032) 232-0782 * J. Rodriguez Bldg., Озтейа 


ower Grd. Fr, SM Cay North Reciamation 
м. Cebu City 181032) 253-6936 


` 


SCHooL ЗИРРЕТЕЗ 


Jetset 
те 


s bind 


jp chess 
Famiho Б 


Available at any SETKO Service Center and 


From SEIKO WATCH CORPORATION 


‘authorized Dealers nationwide 


7 


Available in all National Book Store branches, Shoe Mart Stationery. 
Department, Gaisano, Expressions, Pandayan, and other school & 
office supplies stores nationwide. 


«ЕР 


Www.amspecial.com 


p 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Burnhams' story retold in docu 


From pageAl 
Paradise" 

mentary being produced by the 

US-based Wild Eyes Production, 

Titled "Search and Destroy" 
the documentary is about the 
hunt for one of the most notori- 
биз figures in the al-Qaida-linked 
Abu Sayyaf Group, and about the 
joint US-Philippine operation to 
rescue American missionaries 
Martin and Gracia Burnham from 
Abu Sayyaf captivity on June 7, 
2002, 

‘The filming of the reenactment 
in the Philippines occurred just 
weeks before the fifth anniver- 
sary of the rescue operation, dur- 
ing which Martin Burnham and 
Filipino hostage Edibora Yap, a 
nurse, were killed, 

So vivid was the portrayal of 
Sabaya's role that at times it 
seemed he had been brought 
back from the turbulent waters of 
the Zamboanga-Sibugay area, 
‘where his body disappeared after 


he was reportedly killed, the role. 


How it began 

A natural actor created that il- 
lusion—radio anchor and Mala- 
cafiang beat senior reporter Rey 
Mercaral of Radio Mindanao Net- 
work-Manila. 

1 was part of the group here in 
the Philippines that worked оп 
the recreation scenes for three 
days last month. 

It all began in the first quarter 
of 2006 when Mark Bowden, au- 
thor of the book "Black Hawk 
Down" about the civil war in So- 
malia, came to the Philippines to 
interview military and civilian 
sources about the Abu Sayyaf and 
the Burnham kidnapping. 


Best friend 

Bowden had written an inci- 
sive magazine article about the 
Burnham story and the coopera- 
tion between the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines and US intelli- 
gence operatives to rescue the 
Bumhams and neutralize 
Sabaya, using a civilian-agent 
dose to the ASG bandit lead- 
er—and his own best friend. 


to me was 


ation? 


On top of that, he was actually 
familiar with the character of 
Sabaya, who had called the RMN- 
stations many times. 

Mercaral was excited to have a 
part in the retelling ofa story that 


instinct to live and to survive un- 
der the direst conditions, 

His decision to play Sabaya 
had the blessings of RMN-Mani- 
le's news director Buddy Oberas. 

One of the clear instructions 
from Ryan Spykes, also a produc- 
er for Wild Eyes, was that due to 
budgetary constraints, 1 should 
only look for amateur actors to 
play the key roles for the recre- 
ation scenes. 


Small talent fee 

Which actor could play Martin 
Burnham, who suffered a lot dur- 
ing captivity but who hung on not 
just for his sake but for the sake of 
his wife Gracia, and yet was acci- 
dentally killed in the rescue oper- 


The only actor that came to 
mind was Mark Gil. 
Butwould he entertain an invi- 


The article, called 'Jihadists in 


and containing explo- 


sive information, appeared in 
March in The Atlantic Review, 
What Bowden wrote for The 
Atlantic Review, which became 
the basis for the TV documentary, 
was very close to what I had wit- 
messed as a journalist since I 
gained access to the Abu Sayyaf 
starting in 1993 in Basilan. 


Meeting in a mall 

As the Philippine producer for 
the recreation scenes, 1 was des- 
perate to find actors to play key 
roles in the documentary. 

An original choice to play 
Sabaya had one drawback—he 
could not swim and having the 
ability to swim was an essential 
requirement for the part. 

Then Mercaral appeared. I 
accidentally bumped into him 
at a mall and as we stood in 
front of each other it occurred 
to me that here was the man for 


Abu Sabaya. 


reallyaboutthe human talent fee? 


phone. 


on location. 


own chair. 


Matain in Subic, 


done. 


tation to play a very important 
roleonshortnotice and would he 
agree to do it for a very minimal 


“Yes, I will be your Martin 
Burnham,” Mark said on the 


An actor"s humility 

‘The humility of such a respect- 
ed actor was overwhelming. He 
raised no other demand—except 
to ask what time he was needed 


During three days of shoot- 
ing, everyone in production 
was all praise for the profes- 
sionalism of Gil, a total thespi- 
an who was around every step 
of the shoot, even carrying his 


In one instance, he even did his 
little share in cleaning the seas of 
Zambales, 
where the water scenes were 


The next target was to get 
Jackilou Blanco to play Gracia. 


CHASE Lomibao (right) as Khadaffy Janjalani and Roy Mercaral as 


RYAN SPYKESMILO EYES PRODUCTION 


She said she would have loved to 
play the part had she been told 
about it earlier 


Perfect for the role 

Nonetheless, there was a per- 
fect replacement—actress Shyr 
Valdez, Cecile Cobbarubias in re- 
al life, eldest daughter of my god- 
mother Cherry who was also a 
movie producer back in the 
19805, 

As with Gil, the talent fee was 
never a factor in Valdez's deci- 
sion to say yes to this very im- 
portant role—a role she knew 
by heart for Gracia's story wasa 
story her mother and 1 had 
shared with her many times be- 
fore. 

Valdez has no American fea- 
tures but she soon transformed 
into the character of Gracia, 
shedding real tears in one river 
scene and not complaining about 
having to play a dangerous ravine 
scene, where she was required to 
fall. 


Nurses retake exams, want leakage closure 


From page Al 


June 2006 batch are retaking today Test Ш 
(Medical-Surgical Nursing) and Test V (Psy- 
chiatric Nursing), according to the Profes- 
sional Regulation Commission (PRC). 

‘They are taking the exams along with some 
78,000 first-time examinees, who took tests 
on other topics yesterday. 

Cyndi Erfe, one of the aspiring nurses who 
first exposed the cheating in Baguio City, said 
she no longer wanted to be identified with 
"Batch 2006." 

Erfe, who had also gone to court to demand 
a retake of the 2006 exams despite having 
passed them herself, signed a waiver along 
with 189 other nursing licensure applicants in. 
orderto give up their 2006 licenses, 

The act enabled them to take the tests 
again, 


Handwritten copies 

Erfe and two other licensure applicants had 
written the PRC in June last year to report 
that handwritten copies of two sets of the ex- 
ams were circulated among examinees who 
had reviewed at В.А. Gapuz Review Center, 
during the actual exams. 

Gapuz's lawyer denied the allegation, but 
Erfe's letter ignited a scandal that prompted a 
congressional probe and eventually cost nurs- 
es, who got their licenses in 2006, their credi- 
bility overseas, 

‘Amid the scandal, the US-based Commission 
оп Graduates of ‘Foreign Nursing Schools 
(CGFNS) required all Filipino nurses with 2006 li- 
censes, who wished to work in the United States, 
to retake Tests Ш and V that investigators said 
were leaked to several nursing review centers, 

Most of the nursing graduates in the coun- 
try aspire for US employment, Erfe said. 

A total of 10,590 applicants have reserved. 
examination slots in Baguio City, and 1,709 of 
them already passed the June 2006 tests, said 
Ruth Tingda, Cordillera governor of the 
Philippines Nurses Association. 


Sword of Damocles 

Erfe said many of the examinees were “fa- 
miliar faces,” who took the tests fully aware 
that last year's cheating was like a sword of 
Damocles hanging over their heads. 

“Iwas really frustrated [by what occurred] 
in last year's exams, On the day [I com- 
plained], I was ready to take the whole exam 
again, but so many things happened and ev- 
erything became complicated," Erfe told the 
INQUIRER on Saturday. 

“] was one of the petitioners for retake 
[who went to the] Court of Appeals because 
that had been my position from the begin- 
ning. It was not just for myself. Since my рго- 
fession is my second family, 1 am responsible 
for its integrity,” she said. 


Polarized 


The debate over whether to compel li- 
censed nurses of 2006 to retake the examina- 
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vincent CABRETATNCUSEA NORTH 


A NURSING graduate is embraced by her 
mother before the start of the board 
examinations in Baguio City. 


tions polarized more than 90 nursing appli- 
cants who protested cheating in Baguio, she 
said, 

Had the Court of Appeals ruled against her, 
Erfe said she would have proceeded to take a 
new exam anyway “so I would no longer be 
considered a member of Batch 2006,” 

“That was the advice offered by my family, 
friends and even by reporters covering the 
story. The batch just has too much stigma to 
bear,” she said. 

Tingda said everyone in the industry had 
exerted every effort to keep this year's exami- 
nations “perfectly clean,” because this time, 
“nothing should jeopardize our nurses’ in- 
tegrity abroad.” 


(CGFNS observers 

ACGENS representative was sent to Baguio 
yesterday to monitor the conduct of the ex- 
aminations, Representatives of the US-based 
group also monitored the exams in Manila, 

In Manila, a male nursing graduate ques- 
tioned why lawyers recommended by the 
CGFNS had to observe the exam today when 
the cheating last year took place at review 
centers. 

“Why is it that it's as if we are the ones un- 
der suspicion? Wasn't the issue with the re- 
view centers? The students are the victims 
here. We were just caught in the middle,” he 


‘ 


said, refusing to be identified because he did 
not want his name dragged into another con- 
troversy. 

Buthe said that on the whole, he would ac- 
cept the CGFNS conditions as long as these 
would put an end to the controversy. 

“Ies OK,” he said. "At least, they would see 
how we are as students and how we answered 
the questions.” 

A female nursing graduate said she also 
‘wanted the issue finally put to rest. 

“Thope it will finally end. We can't foretell 
the future, but that’s really my wish," she told 
the Inquirer from Baguio, adding that it had 
been unfair that all of the June 2006 exam 
takers had been cast in a bad light. 


Investigation 

Evangeline Vergara, acting Cordillera di- 
rector of the РАС, said the CGFNS presence 
did not make the city more important than 
other examination sites in the country. 

The PRC office in Baguio became the sub- 
ject of an investigation by the Office of the 
Ombudsman and of a fact-finding mission by 
the Department of Justice because ofthe com- 
plaint filed by Erfe's group. 

‘The probe determined whether the Baguio 
office followed protocol. 

Virginia Madeja and Anesia Dionisio, two 
Board of Nursing examiners in 2006, now face 
criminal prosecution for “negligence,” after in- 
vestigators traced back the tests to them. 

One of the examiners claimed to have mis- 
placed her own set of questionnaires after ће 
photocopied her test manuscripts at a Baguio 
photocopying center. 

‘Vergara said the investigators found nothing 
amiss and cleared the Baguio office of any 
wrongdoing in last year's cheating scandal. 

Lawyer Senando Esteban, Vergara's prede- 
cessor who supervised the controversial ex- 
ams, was reassigned to Metro Manila, “but 
notasa penalty” she said. 

“They needed more lawyers in Manila,” 
Vergara said 


Security measures 

For PRC Chair Leonor Rosero, the leakage 
issue has ended after the commission con- 
ducted an investigation and beefed up securi- 
ty measures to prevent another leakage. 

“On our part, we've ended the issue, Its a 
closed issue,” Rosero said ina phone interview: 

She added that she hoped that people 
would not fabricate new issues just to create 
another controversy. 

Except for minor incidents, the examina- 
tions in 11 Baguio testing centers went on 
smoothly yesterday, said Vergara. 

At one point, test booklets were left for a 
few minutes on a sidewalk when security 
guards of a local university stopped PRC vehi- 
cles from fetching them, 

The university accommodated most of the 
aspiring nurses who took the board exams in 
the city. The PRC, however, intervened to pre- 
vent a security lapse in their procedures. 
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Maguindanao teacher ... 


From page Al 


sive fraud had occurred during 
the elections, where gunmen in 
some areas supposedly filled out 
ballots with the names of the 12 
senatorial candidates of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's Team 
Unity slate. 

In Manila, Bayan Muna Rep. 
Neri Colmenares said the death 
of Dimasidsing would have a 
“chilling effect" on those who had 
the courage to speak out against 
electoral fraud in Maguindanao, 
"where the votes in the Senate 
race had not been tabulated near- 
ly a month after the elections. 

Pikit Mayor Sumulong Sultan, 
quoting witnesses, said the victim 
had just finished eating dinner 
and was standing outside the 
madrasah when he was shot. 

A brief commotion ensued af- 
ter two gunshots were heard and 
the power went out. 

Matalam claimed his rival 
Montawal had been proclaimed 
winner by the municipal board of. 
canvassers even if some 7,000 
votes from seven villages had yet 
to be canvassed, out of more than 
10,000 total registered voters. 

BEI chair Elisa Gasmin had 
gone missing after proclaiming 
Montawal, said Matalam, a for- 
mer Maguindanao governor. 

Matalam said the slain school of- 
ficial was the one who had affirmed 
the testimony of Pagalungan teach- 
ers that there was "harassment and 
intimidation” during the elections, 

It was in Pagalungan town 
where four ballot boxes were 
snatched by armed men believed 
tobe working for a politician. 

“How can the board proclaim 
‘Montawal the winner when there 
are still certificates of election re- 
turns that have to be canvassed 
from the seven villages?” Matalam 
asked. 

He said the killing of Dimasid- 
sing was meant to stop him from 
fu.ther testifying about election 
anomalies. 

Mayor Sultan described the 
slain school supervisor as a prin- 
cipled man. 

“He was straightforward and 


couldn't be bought,” Sultan said. 
Dimasidsings remains меге 
brought to Datu Paglas in 
Maguindanao. 

Mourners, mostly 
teachers and relatives, 
demned the killing. 

"He was laid to rest, but the 
memory of his Islamic values and 
good deeds will live forever for 
those who knew him by heart," 
said Udtog Kawit, the Au- 
tonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao education secretary. 

“Blessed are those who fight 
and die for their principles for the 
heavenly rewards await them,” 
Kawit said. 

Dimasidsing reportedly re- 
fused to be cowed when forced to 
sign a prepared position paper 
stating that there were no elec- 
tion irregularities in Pagalungan. 

Apart from some teachers Who 
came out to expose alleged cheating, 
including through “dagdag-bawas” 
(vote padding and -shaving), it was 
Dimasidsing who stood in defense of 
the whistle blowing mentors 

Matalam said Dimasldsing was 
a resident of Pagalungan. 

‘The victim and some other threat- 
ened residents of Pagalungan had to 
temporarily seek refuge in nearby 
Pikit town while post-election ten- 
sions were still high. 

‘They were using the madrasah 
as their temporary shelter in Pikit, 

He also asked for additional 
troops to guard the ballot boxes 
at the Sangguniang Bayan build- 
ing where the untabulated elec- 
tion returns from seven villages 
were stored. 

Bayan Muna has presented to 
Comelec a copy of an official list 
ofall BEI members in Pagalungan 
attesting to the identity of three 
poll clerks—Faizal Kalantungan, 
Esmael Bukakong and Ibrahim 
Guiamol—who signed affidavits 
detailing fraud in the area. 

‘The copy signed by Dimasidsing, 
disputed Maguindanao election su- 
pervisor Lintang Bedols claim last 
month that no poll clerk named 
Kalantungan had served in the area. 

Bedol has not showed up since 
then at the Comelec despite repeat- 
ed summonses for him to appear. 


school 
con- 


June 11 and 12, 2006—Nurs- 
ing board exams are conducted 
nationwide. 

June 20—The Professional 
Regulatory Commission denies 
leak of test questions in the 
nursing board exams, follow- 
ing rumors and a TV news re- 
port showing an exami- 
nee—her face hidden from the 
cameras—claiming that a re- 
view center in Baguio City had 
given out test questions that 
would come out in the exams. 

June 22—91 Baguio nurs- 
ing graduates petition the PRC 
to place members of the Board 
of Nursing “under preventive 
suspension” for test leaks dis- 
tributed during the exams in 
Baguio. 

June 28—PRC Chair Leonor 
Rosero forms an independent 
body to look into the issue. 

July 15—inguReR reports 
that the PRC has admitted a 
leakage of test questions in the 
June 2006 nurses licensure ex- 
am and traced it to manuscripts 
of two members of the BON; 
refers the issue to the National 
Bureau of Investigation. 

July 17—The BON adopts 
Resolution No. 31 invalidating 
20 items of Test Ш and recom- 
puting scores in Test 5. 

July 21—The University of 
Sto. Tomas College of Nursing 
calls on the PRC to suspend 
oath-taking of those who 
passed the nursing exams 
While the controversy over the 
exam question leakage re- 
mains unsolved, after the PRC 
decided to let them take their 
oath on Aug. 22, 

July 27—The PRC says 
there is по stopping the 
oath-taking of the new nurses 
on Aug. 22 despite the allega- 
tions of cheating. 

‘Aug. 16—The PRC says re- 
taking the nursing board ex- 
ams for those who passed the 
tainted June exams would be 
optional, 

Aug. 17—The PRC an- 
ounces that successful exami- 
nees of the recent nursing li- 
censure exam may go to any 
PRC office in their areas and 
take their oaths, 

Aug. 18—The Court of Ap- 
peals issues temporary restrain- 
ing order, stops the planned 
Aug. 22 mass oath-taking for at 
least 60 days. 

Aug. 26—The Ingumer re- 


Events leading to retake of Tests Ili, vi 


ports that Dante Ang, head of 
the Presidential Task Force on 
National Licensure Examina- 
tion, the panel created by Mala- 
cafiang to investigate the leak- 
age, has filed a petition with the 
Court of Appeals seeking the in- 
validation and a retake of the 
exams on two subjects 

Sept. 26--President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo orders retake of 
June nursing board exam. 

Oct. 13—The Court of Ap- 
peals rules a partial retake, also 
orders oath-taking forall passers 
outside Metro Manila and 
Baguio. It adds that those who 
registered at but did not attend 
the “final coaching” sessions of 
the three review centers sus- 
pected of leaking test questions 
may also immediately take their 
oath as professional nurses. 

‘The court also orders a re- 
take of Tests Ш and V for 1,186 
‘examinees whose names were 
added to the list of some 
17,000 passers following the 
recomputation of test scores by 
the PRC. It threw out the PRC 
formula for the recomputation 
of test scores to correct the 
leakage. 

Feb. 14, 2007—On its web- 
site, the Commission on Grad- 
uates of Foreign Nursing 
Schools (CGENS Internation- 
al) says it has decided that 
"Philippine nurses who were 
sworn in as licensed nurses in 
the Philippines following their 
passing the compromised li- 
censure exam of June 2006 аге 
mot eligible for a VisaScreen 
Certificate." 

Feb. 16—Ms Arroyo orders 
the DOLE to appeal CGFNS de- 
cision. 

Feb. 19—Nursing groups 
form task force to appeal 
CGFNS decision. 

March 3—Task force leaves 
for the United States. Contin- 
gent indudes PRC Chair 
Leonor Rosero, ex-BON chair 
Eufemia Octaviano, Dr. Remi- 
gia Nathanielz, president of 
the Association of Deans of 
Philippine Colleges of Nursing, 
and Renato Aquino, president 
of"the antiretake Alliance of 
New Nurses. 

March 5--The CGFNS posts 
statement on their website say- 
ing it is sticking to its Feb. 14 
decision to deny VisaScreen 
verification to June 2006 
passers. Inquirer Research 
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SAN ANTONIO--“HERE 
comes Manu!” 


Usually heard midway through the 
first quarter of home games, the refrain 
that Manu Ginobili is coming off the 
bench makes San Antonio Spurs fans re- 
spond unlike almost any other time dur- 
ing the game. 

it also often means great things are 
about to happen for the Spurs. 

“He gives that team a totally different 
dimension and a totally different look 
and those are big elements coming off 
the bench that really help teams win,” 
said Cleveland's Daniel Gibson, who has 
emerged as the Cavaliers’ top reserve 
during these playoffs. 

Ginobili scored 16 points in the 
Spurs 85-76 victory in Game 1 of the 
NBA finals. Game 2 is Sunday in San 
Antonio. 

Along with Tim Duncan and Tony 
Parker, Ginobil is the final piece of the 
Spurs’ top-scoring trio and the team's 
beloved sixth man, a role he's more than 
happy to fil. 

Spurs coach Gregg Popovich moved 
Ginobili to the bench midway through 
the season in hopes of getting more of- 
fensive energy from his reserves. That 
helped the Spurs overcome some mid- 
season struggles and go 23-6 after the 
All-Star break. 
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LateSPORTS 


me,” said Ginobili, in his fifth sea- 
son with the Spurs. "Not very big Ў 
changes forme, only the fact of not 
playing the first 5 minutes." 

The Argentine star was runner-up 
for the Sith Man award to the 
Phoenix Suns’ Leandro Barbosa. He 
started 36 games and played the re- 
serve role for 39. 

‘Among players who came off the 
bench for a majority of their games dur- 
ing the regular season, Ginobili, with an 
average of better than 16 points, ranked 
behind only Barbosa, who averaged 
about 18. 

Ginobili has averaged 16.4 points dur- 
ing the playoffs. He made half of the 
Spurs six triples in 28 minutes Thursday 

“I know that even when I start, Im 
nota player that plays 38 to 40 minutes, 
so my minutes didnt drop,” Ginobili 
said. 1 still play the last 5 to 6 minutes, 
and 1 feel like Im a very important play- 
erin this franchise” 

Ginobilis relaxed attitude about be- 
ing a reserve stops there. He's known as 
physical player, even if a bit of a flopper, 
who called the bloodied and bruised eye 
he got during the Westem Conference 
semifinals with the Suns “no big deal.” 

While Ginobili can be somewhat in- 
consistent from game-to-game scoring- 
wise, when he's hot, he's often responsi- 
ble for big runs and big wins. 


“It hasn't been tough. I took it very 
lightly since the first moment he told 


In February in Atlanta, Ginobili came 
off the bench to score 24 consecutive 


MANU Ginobili passes the ball 
during practice in San Antonio. ar 


San Antonio points in a 10-minute span 
of the first half. He finished the night 
with a season-high 40 points as the 
Spurs beat the Hawks, 103-96. 

After he got raked across the eye on a 
drive tothe basket in Game 3 of the series 
with Phoenix, he went on to score eight 
of his 24 points in the next few minutes. 

“They taught me to release the reins a 
bit, and their play, their random play 
and their aggressiveness, their passion 
on the court meant an awful lot,” 
Popovich said, also referring to Parker. 

Popovich called the decision to bring 
the 29-year-old Ginobili off the bench a 
"seat ofthe pants sort of thing.” 

“The bench wasn't really producing а 
whole lo. I thought maybe it would Бе 
easier for Michael (Finley) or Brent 


(Валу) to play with the starting group,” 
Popovich said 


AP 


San Antonio More Sports stories 


braces for 
LeBron's 
“comeback” 


SAN ANTONIO—ROBERT HORRY READILY 
admits the San Antonio Spurs’ blueprint for 
the NBA championship centers around stop- 
ping LeBron James. 

“LeBron is the head of the snake and we need 
to cut that head off,” the veteran Spurs forward 
told reporters. 

‘The prolific Cleveland Cavaliers guard was 
hounded at every tum during Thursday's 85-76 
Victory by the Spurs in the opening game of the 
NBA finals. 

‘The result was a miserable 14-point perfor- 
mance for James, a three-times All-Star who 
misfired on 12 of his 16 shots. He will get a 
chance for redemption Sunday night during 
Game Two of the best-of-seven series. 

“Offensively and defensively we're a lot bet- 
ter” James told a news conference Saturday "We 
did play prerty good defense, but offensively 

"were weren't sharp at 
all. I wasnit sharp of- 
fensively and that 
trices down to the 
rest ofour team." 

Spurs power for- 
ward Tim Duncan, 
shooting for his fourth 
championship ring, 
said playing in the 
NBA finals can be “an 
overwhelming situa 
tion” for a team like 
murs Cleveland 
“It can be a lot of 
pressure, and being here for the first time, hav- 
ing a young team as they do, having a young 
leader as they do, that doesn't help," he said. 

“They have very few vets that have been to 
this level and it really does help when you have 
people that have been there.” 

James has a habit of starting off slowly in each 
playoff series before finding his rhythm. Cleve- 
Jand lost the first two games of the Eastern Con- 
ference finals against Detroit but when James 
came alive, the Cavaliers won four straight. 

“Tvedonea great job of preparing myself from 
‘one game to another, and I definitely feel like irs 
going to be a bounce back game for me tomor- 
row night,” said James. 

Duncan said he believes the Cavaliers will get 
“a little more comfortable" with each game of 
the series. 

Game two is in San Antonio but the series 
shifts to Cleveland for the next three games, if 
necessary 

"Were going to have to really bring our A games 
and understand that they're going to be playing 
their best atthe right time,” said Duncan. Reuters 
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MCLAREN Formula One driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain waves to 
the crowd after setting the fastest time in qualifying at the Canadian 


FI Grand Pri 


Montreal. Hamilton set the fastest time for Sunday's 


Canadian Formula One Grand Prix, with teammate Fernando Alonso 


of Spain qualifying for second place. 


вальс 


F1 pole position 
‘better than sex,’ 
says Briton Lewis 


MONTREAL—LEWIS HAMILton 
moved a big step closer to his first 
Formula One victory on Saturday 
with his first pole position at the 
Canadian Grand Prix 

The 22-year-old McLaren rookie 
produced a superb final lap to pip 
team mate and double world 
champion Fernando Alonso to the 
top slot in only the sixth grand prix 
of his career. 

With one newspaper already 
dubbing him the "David Beckham 
of the pitlane,” the Briton kept on 
smiling as he was surrounded by 
fans and the media. 

Asked by a tabloid reporter 
whether he considered his first pole 
position to be better than sex, he 
replied at first as most Formula One 
drivers would. 

“I think it is completely different. 
You cannot compare it to sex,” he 
said. 

Then he paused, and obligingly 
delivered а headline on a plate: 
“You know what? I would say it is 
better than sex. tis!” 

McLaren team boss Ron Dennis, 


asked if he was surprised by Hamil- 
ons performances, shook his 
head. 

"The only thing 1 am surprised 
about is that he put sex behind pole 
position," quipped Dennis, before 
conceding that his driver had learnt 
some lessons about media manage- 
ment in the past two weeks. 

Meanwhile, Ferrari goes into 
Sundays Canadian Grand Prix 
hoping for the best but fearing the 
worst after what team boss Jean 
‘Todt called their poorest qualifying 
performance of the season so far. 

Finlands Kimi Raikkonen wil 
жап fourth on the grid with Brazil 
ian teammate Felipe Massa one 
place behind after championship 
leaders McLaren secured the top 
twoslotson Saturday. 

“This was a very disappointing 
qualifying session for us, the worst 
of the season as we were no match 
for our main rivals,” said Todt. 

^T think they will look much bet- 
ter Sunday than they looked to- 
day” Alonso said of the Ferrari 


drivers Reuters 
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designed and made at the Liongoren Gallery. 


FROM RAGS TO RICH HOPES 


Doll-making 


STREET KIDS EXHIBIT OF DOLLS. Street kids proudly show off the dolls they personally 
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heals children 
of trauma 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


TO OTHER PEOPLE, THE DOLLS MAY LOOK ORDINARY AND 
even crudely made, but to the children who designed them, they 
symbolize their dreams and at times, can also serve as instruments 


of healing. 


Last month, children aged 6 to 13 living in 
shanties on Cambridge Street in Cubao, Quezon 
City, were paired off with an ate (big sister) or 
kuya (big brother)—students of the University of 
the Philippines in Diliman who were studying 
an. 

Their mission: to participate ina rag doll-mak- 
ing workshop designed to show that art can have 
a role, even in the lives of children. 

UP professor Flaudette May Datuin, who or- 
ganized the event with artist Norma Liongoren, 
said the project began two years ago as a class 
exercise for her Art and Society students. 

At that time, Datuin asked her students to 
each make a doll, give it a name and provide it 
with a life history. 

She then required them to come up with an 
advertising campaign for selling their dolls. 

"The exercise was meant to facilitate discus- 
sions on the popular and most common notions 
of beauty and the effects of consumerism on art," 
Datuin said in an interview with the Inquirer. 


Popular culture 

‘According to the UP professor, before creating 
their dolls, her students did some research on 
three icons of popular culture: the Japanese sho- 
jo (young girl), which Datuin described as “a 
‘manga (cartoon) and animé character, usually а 
young girl, whose powers are “based on sexual 
innocence’; the heroines of fairy tales and Dis- 
ney animation films like Cinderella, Snow White 
and Belle of Beauty and the Beast; and the “im- 
possibly proportioned” Barbie doll. 

“I told them that the dolls should not only be 
able to challenge the negative traits of the popu- 
lar culture icons but also adopt their positive at- 
tributes," Datuin said 

She recalled that most of her students came 
up with elaborate, strongly anti-Barbie dolls. 
However, it was a “blank” rag doll—a faceless 
doll without any design or decoration—that pro- 
vided the idea for turning the academic exercise 
into an “art-for-healing” project. 

“The creators explained that, with a blank 
doll, mother and child could interact and bond 
while decorating and personalizing it,” the pro- 
fessor explained. 


Child's hopes 

"The doll could also serve as an outlet for the 
child's hopes, dreams and in some cases, trau- 
matic experiences. 

After Typhoon "Reming" devastated the Bicol 
region late last year, Datuin and her artist-friend 
Alma Quinto decided to bring the class exercise. 
to thearea. 

Dubbed “Barbing Pinay”-the participants in- 
cluded 19 of Datuiris students who teamed up 
with out-of-school youths aged 15 to 18 to make 
20 rag dolls which they larer distributed to chil- 
dren staying at the Maipon Evacuation Center in 
Guinobatan, Albay 

Some of the children had lost members of 
their family and most of their belongings and 
were very happy to receive a doll. 

Datuin’s 8-year-old daughter, Ligia, who par- 
ticipated in the Bicol workshop, renamed the 
project OTAP or Tao Pinoy (Filipino person). 

‘This summer, two more workshops were held, 
one at the SOS Village in Muntinlupa which saw 
Datuin's students paired off with orphans and 


abandoned children, and the other on Cam- 
bridge Street. 

Liongoren, who has lived on a street near 
Cambridge for three decades, said Datuin pro- 
posed holding a doll-making workshop for her 
neighbors at last years Christmas party. She im- 
mediately agreed. 


Values formation 

“My family has always been involved in orga- 
nizing Bible studies for children of informal set- 
tersin the area,” she sad. 

According to Liongoren, together with Alma 
Francisco, a fellow member of the nongovern- 
ment organization Reach Ministries Inc. they 
sought to promote values formation among their 
young audience and to draw out their feelings, 
inner thoughts and aspirations. 

After being assigned to a kuya or ate, the chil- 
dren talked to their parner about what they 
‘wanted their doll to be. The two then worked on 
tuming their ideas into a reality. 

“They made their dolls into nurses, teachers, 
doctors, police detectives and even rock stars,” 
Liongoren said with a smile. 

Enjay Ricohermoso, 11, who is a grade 6 stu- 
dent of the Quirino Elementary School, said his 
doll, which he called Alfred, was also an 11-year- 
old boy who wants to become a doctor “when he 
grows up.” 

“1 want to become а doctor someday and 
maybe have a house of my own,” Ricohermoso 
said softly in Filipino. 


Inspiring stories 

Liongoren added that the other kids made up 
inspiring stories about their dolls, drawing from 
their own experiences. 

Christina Senopera, 9, created a courageous 
mother out of her.rag doll—a skilled laundry 
woman and seamstress who uses thread and 
bubbles to save battered women. 

"We found out that Christina’s mother single- 
handedly took care of her nine children after her 
husband died," Liongoren said. 

‘The collaboration also proved to be a positive 
experience for the UP students. 

“Seeing my parmer very happy made me very 
happy also,” Kirk Darrell dela Cruz, one of the 
students, wrote in ОТАР blog, saying he was 
touched to see his parmer hugging her doll as 
they walked. 

"Even though it wasn't the best I made, I real- 
ized the doll could change the life of a child. Fm 
happy that I became a part of that process,” Dela 
Cruzsaid. 

Fora short period, the dolls were displayed in 
Liongorer's art gallery on New York Street in 
Quezon City 

“I wanted others to see them, to make the kids 
feel important. They know this is a place where 
we display our artworks," said Liongoren, whose 
family owns the gallery. 

Datuin said they are planning to hold more 
workshops and invite child psychologists to talk 
to children who show signs of having been 
abused. 

“The workshop has taught the children that 
art has the ability to heal. Even if they are poor, it 
is just not material poverty that should be ad- 
dressed but the spirit and imagination as well.” 
she said 
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Ingenious savings plan 


for urban 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE QUEZON CITY GOVERN- 
ment has come up with an inge- 
nious savings scheme to enable 
urban poor beneficiaries of the 
city’s socialized housing program 
in Project 4 to pay their monthly 
amortizations. 

Under the. "Impok-Pabahay” 
scheme, the 160 beneficiaries of the 
Escopa Resettlement Project will be 
provided with alkansyang bahay 
(homebanks) to encourage them to 
pay their housing obligations 
througha planned savings program. 

Quezon City Mayor Feliciano 
Belmonte Jr. said each beneficiary 
would be urged to set aside P57 dai- 
ly for the alkansyang bahay to pay 
the monthly amortizations ranging 
from P1,200 to P1,900. 


BELMONTE 


“Bach specially designed home- 
bank will be opened only during а 
designated collection date with the 
key entrusted to the homeowners” 
president,” Belmonte said, explain- 
ing that the city has entered into a 


Mountain area. 


Belmonte said he pushed for the 
creation of the Quezon City Hous- 
ing and Urban Renewal Authority 
(Hura) to implement the city gov- 
emment’s housing program for 
more than one million urban poor 


residents. 


The Escopa Resettlement Project, 
established in 2003, was Нига first 
project to address the acute housing 
shortage in Quezon City. 


poor in QC 


partnership with the National 
Housing Authority (NHA) for the 
implementation of the program. 
Belmonte added, “The program 
is aimed at instilling the Filipino val- 
це of pag-iimpok (saving for the 
rainy days) among beneficiaries.” 
"Ib date, the housing program 
has benefited about 3,000 families, 
including those from the Smokey 


Belmonte inaugurated Hurds 
second project in Barangay Vasra, 
Project 6 last month. 

Belmonte said two fivestory 
buildings in the area were con- 
structed to improve the quality of 
life of urban poor people under his 
“Quality Community" idea. 

“We aim to transform squatter 
communities throughout the city 
into а decent place conducive for 
everyday living," Belmonte said in 
an earlier statement. 

Each building holds 80 condo- 
miniumaype units with a floor area 
of 21 square meters each. The aver- 
age cost of each unit is P425,000, 
according to the mayor 

He added that the monthly 
amortization would depend on the. 
floor level of the condo that the 
beneficiaries will occupy. 
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By Kristine L. Alave 


THE CHILDREN OF EX-CONGRESSMAN 
Mark Jimenez, who is facing kidnapping 
charges for abducting his wife Carol, said they 
‘expect more charges from their father in the 
next few days. 

Tn an interview, Virgilio Crespo, Jimenez's son 
with his first wife Aleli, said they are undaunted 
by the next trumped-up charges that his father's 
lawyers would fle against him and his siblings. 

Crespo noted that the charges and the extor- 
tion accusation was Jimenez's way to evade the 
kidnapping and the domestic abuse allegations 
Carol has leveled against him. 

“Until now, he hasn't answered the real ques- 
tions. That’ his style, he said, adding that his fa- 
ther succeeded in muddling a simple case. 

“The whole family is expecting more fabricated 
charges to come, Crespo said. 

Jimenez had filed estafa charges against Cre- 
spo and his brother Marcel, and sister Myla, 
brother-in-law Geronimo, as well as his es- 
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tranged wife's sister, Rose Flaminiano. Crespo 
said he and Marcel both have two complaints 
from their father. 

According to Jimenez, his children and rela- 
tives sold his shares in a telecommunication firm 
and his real estate properties without his knowl- 
edge. Crespo denied having to do with Jimenezs 
investments. 

Carol fled kidnapping charges against her 
husband of three decades before the Justice de- 
partment on Wednesday. 

Crespo reiterated his appeal to his father to drop 
the charges and leave their stepmother in peace. 

Carol left Jimenez last April after she was 
granted a temporary protection order against 
Jimenez, citing 30 years of physical, emotional, 
and psychological abuse. 

Last month, Carol was abducted by Jimenezs 
workers and held for nine days in a drug rehabil 
itation center owned by Jimenez's niece Diana 
Crespo. Jimenez said Carol needed to undergo 
rehabilitation because she has been a drug addict. 
foryears, ап allegation that Carol denied. 
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SIDEWALK * 
From L. Sulay, 36, Manila: “I am shocked to find vendors selling their wares 
without any regard for pedestrians on the long stretch in front of the 
University of the Philippines College of Medicine, all the way from 
Robinson's until the corner of Taft Avenue. There's very little space left for 
pedestrians like me to use. am amazed that school authorities have not 
done anything about it. | feel bad about it since | come from the UP” 


Garbage can'teven be solved. 
Mee CEU Oliver, 34, Mandaluyong City 
taga squatters ang Mayaman Street, Ё 
pero may katabing public dep wel Busted pipe 
long aagawin namin? (nformalse. Along C.M. Recto in Tondo, Manila, 
то garbageon Between Angalo Street and Botika 
Mayaman Street despite the presence na baa iu eite deed 

lic deep well in th m i r 
ofa public deep well in thearea. What Wel caused by a busted pipe. Hope 


are we supposed to do?) 
i authorities will look into the matter 
Julie Mariano, 50, Central Diliman, iss Virama, 52, Quezon Gly 


Quezon Cily 
Шера! connections 
People still make illegal power con- 
nections in our area particularly in St 
Vincent Street, resulting in weekend 
brownouts. We have already sent 
many complaints to Meralco, but 
these have been left unanswered. 
Though they already have a list of vi- 
olators, itlooks like they just keep 
‘on ignoring it. Are they waiting for 
an accident to happen before they 
act? Wake up! 
Em Guzman, 28, Holy Spirit, 
‘Quezon City 


Eyesores 

Atthe corner of Sheridan Street and 
Shaw Boulevard in Mandaluyong 
City an old man who can barely walk 
and three children beg for coins 
from motorists every day. They ob- 
struct traffic, and risk their lives and 
limbs ога few pieces, apart from 
being eyesores in the community. It 
‘seems that the police and traffic 
aides are ignoring the problem. 1 
don't think we're anywhere near the 
road to progress and maturity asa 
nation if simple problems like these 


NBI seizes P27 million 
worth of fake apparel 


By Allison W. Lopez Pasig City. 

In his report, Yap said his 
group conducted surveillance 
and confirmed the sale of the fake 
items, following a complaint 
from the legal counsel of Juicy 
Couture Inc. & Liz Claiborne Li- 
censing Inc. 

Judge Reynaldo Ros of the 
Manila Regional Trial Court is- 
sued the search warrant to the 
NBI-IPRD, which then raided the 
establishments and seized the 
fake items, 

Charges of violations of the In- 
tellectual Property Rights Code, 
or trademark infringement, are 
being readied against the store 
owner. 


AROUND P27 MILLION WORTH 
of fake apparel were seized by op- 
eratives of the National Bureau of 
Investigation (NBI) at a popular 
mall in Makati City as part of the 
agencys crackdown against pi- 
rated goods. 

Agents of  NBl-ntellectual 
Property Rights Division (РАР), 
headed by lawyer Jose Justo Yap, 
confiscated 8,052 pieces of coun- 
terfeit Juicy Couture products on 
June 1 at the Lovell Manabat 
store on the third level of Gloriet- 
ta 2 in Ayala Center, and at the 
stores other outlet on San 
Clemente Street, Brgy. Capitolyo, 


METROBRIEFS 
Cultural show in QC 


A CULTURAL show and fireworks display at the Quezon City Hall complex will 
highlight the Independence Day celebrations in the city tomorrow. Quezon City 
Mayor Feliciano Belmonte Jr. said the festivities would formally start at 7 a.m. af- 
ter the flag-raising ceremony. The cultural show, to be held at 4 p.m., will feature 
folk songs and dances depicting the Filipinos’ love for freedom and their deep 
sense of nationalism, Belmonte said. The show wil! be followed by a fireworks 
display at the Quezon City Hall open field at 6 p.m. Belmonte also said a photo ex- 
ibit on the city’s role in the achievement of independence would be mounted at 
the Quezon City covered walk from June 12 to 19. Simultaneous fag ralsing cer- 
‘emonies will aiso be held at several sites with President Macapagal-Arroyo and 
official of the 2007 Independence Day Committee raising the colors at the Rizal 
Monument in Manila at 7 a.m. Margaux C. Ortiz 


Drop-off points 

SETTING up drop-off points for private school service vehicles may help unclog 
traffic around campuses, the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority : said. 
The agency proposing to create centralized drop-off points for school service 
buses and vans in а bid to prevent traffic jams near schools now that classes have 
begun, Under the plan, privately owned service vehicles will have to unload their 
passengers at specified loading bays, from which shuttle buses wili fetch them 
‘and take them to schools. Among the problem areas identified are Katipunan AW 
enue and Ortigas Avenue near De La Salle Greenhills, MMDA chair Bayani Fer- 
nando said. DJ Yap 
Death in jail 

A 27-YEAR-OLD woman prisoner who recently gave birth was found dead inside 
her detention cel at the Manila Police District (MPD) headquarters on United Na- 
tions Avenue yesterday. The dead body of Rona Pasya Luarca of Calavite Street, 
‘Quezon City, was discovered inside the jail of the District Anti-Illegal Drugs office. 
(DAID) at 9:55 a.m. after fellow prisoners reported that she was по! responding to 
their calis Luarca was rushed by policemen to the Manila Medical Center but was 
not attended to. She was then transferred to the Philippine General Hospital, 
Where she was pronounced dead on arrival at 10:40 p.m. Luarca was arrested оп 
“June Bin Sampaloc, Mania for еда! possession of dangerous drugs. Allan W- 
Lopez 


Fraternity war 

 A1I-YEAR-OLD boy was shot dead by rival gang members in a fraternity war 
early Sunday morning, police reported yesterday. Police sad the unidentified vio- 
tim, a member of the Rest in Peace street gang, wes standing outside his house 
in Gold St., Minahan interior, Brgy. Malanday, Marikina City at about 3 a.m., when 
a certain Ronald Bagania approached him and shot him on the chest. Bagania, а 
member of the Latin Lord Gangster, is wanted by the police for robbery-holdup 
‘and for murder. The victim was rushed to St. Victoria Hospital, where he was pro~ 
nounced dead on arrival at about 3:50 a.m. Kristine L. Alave 
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Asian immigrants win respite as reforms collapse 


WASHINGTON--ASIAN IMMI- aliens a path to citizenship but 
grants have wona short respite as could not gain a simple majority in 
US immigration reforms, which a procedure vote last week to 
they attacked for giving priority speed its passage in the Senate. 
Many of Bush's Republican party 
lawmakers and their conservative 
But the bigger question over base complained that the reform 
the status of the 1.5 million ille- package was in effect an amnesty. 
They wanted a controversial 
‘The immigration reforms cham- provision which would shift some 
pioned by US President George W. of the emphasis in legalizing the 
Bush were aimed at giving illegal country’s 12 million illegal immi- 


to skills over family ties, col- 
lapsed in Congress lastweek. 


gals from Asia remains in limbo. 


Japan backs 
move to ban 
cluster bombs 


TOKYO-JAPAN WIL BACK 
moves for a global ban on cluster 
bombs but will suggest a delay in im- 
plementing curbs to give counties 
time to develop alternative weapons, 
a Tokyo daily reported on Sunday 
"Tokyo had decided to “basically 
agree" to a ban at meetings of the 
100-country Convention on Cer- 
tain ^ Conventional — Weapons 
(CCW) in Geneva later this month 
and in November, the Sankei Shim- 
bun said, citing research by the for- 
eign and defense ministries. 
Debate over cluster bombs, con- 
demned because of the high rates 
of civilian casualties they cause, 
has intensified but big cluster mu- 
nitions-producing states have re- 
sisted moves to stop their use. 
Nearly 70 countries pledged 
support in May for a declaration 
calling for an international ban by 
2008, but the United States, Russia 
and China—the world's military gi- 
ants—were not among them. 
Japan had also been declining to 
back the declaration, saying it need- 
ed such weapons to defend itself 
Now Tokyo was set to support the 
ban and to take part in shaping it so 


as to prevent the curbs from taking МАНА AL-BARED, LEBANON— 
Fighting between the Lebanese 
Japan would call for countries Army and al Qaida-inspired mili- 
to be allowed sufficient time to tants in north Lebanon entered its 
develop other weapons and fourth week on Sunday and three 
would push for the United States, soldiers died from wounds sus- 
Russia and China to take part in tained in the conflict. 

гу source said the three 
deaths overnight raised to 55 the 
Defense Minister Fumio Кушта Army's death toll in the north 


effect at once, the Sankei said. 


the declaration to make the ban Ami 
more effective, the report added. 


said last month that Japan would Lebanon 


never use cluster bombs to attack worst internal violence since the 
other countries, but was stockpil- 1975-1990 civil war. 

‘Atleast 42 militants from the Fa- 
Reuters tah aslam group and 31 civilians 


ing them to prevent invaders from 
landing on its shores. 


PARIS Hilton in April 14 photo. 


Hilton will not 
appeal jail term 


LOS ANGELES—PARIS HILTON SAYS SHE IS 
“earning and growing" from her time behind bars 
and will not appeal her 45-day jail sentence for a 
probation violation in a reckless driving case. 

‘The hotel heiress was at a maximum-security 
detention center, where she was believed to 
have undergone medical and psychiatric evalu- 
ations to determine the best ай to keep her in. 

“Being in jail is by far the hardest thing 1 
have ever done,” Hilton said in a statement re- 
leased Saturday by her lawyer, Richard A. Hut- 
ton. "During the past several days, I have had a 
lot of time to think and 1 believe that I am 
earning and growing from this experience." 

Hilton, in tears and screaming for her moth- 
er, was taken to the downtown Twin Towers 
detention center Friday after a judge ordered 
her back to jail, ending her brief stint under 
house arrest at her Hollywood Hills home. 

“The Simple Life” star had been escorted 
from the courtroom shouting “It’s not right!” 

Hilton’s lawyers sought to keep her out of 
jail on grounds that the 26-year-old was suffer- 
ing an unspecified medical condition. Superior 
Court Judge Michael T. Sauer suggested that 
could be taken care of at jail medical facilities. 

Hilton's path to jail began Sept. 7, when 
she failed a sobriety test after police saw her 
weaving down a street in her Mercedes-Benz 
on what she said was a late-night run to a 
hamburger stand. AP 


fighting—Lebanon's 
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One million HK dollars 


for primary school place 

HONG KONG—A Hong Kong couple have paid one. 
million dollars ($130,000) to get their daughter in- 
to a top school in a sign of the increasingly fierce 
and expensive competition for places. the Sunday 
Morning Post reported. i said the parents forked 
out for a corporate debenture—which is over and 
above the annual fees charged by the school—to. 
ensure she was given a place in a first-year prima- 
Ty class. Many of Hong Kong's international 
schools demand that parents must buy a deben- 
ture, ether through a company, which is more ex- 
pensive, or personally. Only then, in some cases, 
‘will any application for a place be examined. They 
use the debenture, a sort of deposit which is nor- 
mall refunded when the child leaves, as a way of 
raising funds for development. But as competition 
for places has intensified, debenture prices have 
risen sharply leading to complaints that schools 
are becoming the preserve of the super-rich and 
deterring expatriates with families from moving 
here. AFP 


World's Alzheimer"s cases 
seen quadrupling by 2050 


WASHINGTON—More than 26 million people 
worldwide have Alzheimer's disease and a new 
forecast says the number will quadruple by 2050, 
with the biggest increase expected in Asia. At that 
Tate, one in 85 people will have the brain-destroy- 
ing disease in 40 years, researchers from Johns. 
Hopkins University conclude. The new estimates, 
being presented Sunday at an Alzheimer's Asso- 
ciation conference in Washington, are not very 
different from previous projections of the loom- 
ing global dementia epidemic with the graying of 
the world's population. But they serve as a sober- 
ing reminder of the toll to come if scientists can- 
not find better ways to battle Alzheimer's and pro- 
tect aging brains. АР 


Suicide bomber kills 


12 Iraqi soldiers 

BAGHDAD, Iraq—A suicide bomber kiled at least 
a dozen Iraqi soldiers and wounded 30 more Sat- 
urday when he drove a truck packed with explo- 
эме into an Iragi Army checkpoint guarding a 
‘compound in Iskandariya, a restive village south 
of Baghdad that has long been an insurgent 
‘stronghold. The casualty toll could have been. 
worse, according to local Iraqi security officials, 
who said the iraqi soldiers fatally shot the 
bomber before he could get too close to his in- 
tended target, a headquarters building. Even 
though the bomber was stopped short, the huge 
blast seriously damaged the building, killing 
some soldiers inside in addition to some on the 
ground. An Iraqi Army official said he expected 
the death toll to rise as rescue teams combed 
through the wreckage. 


grants from family ties toward an forum by New America Media, а 
applicant's skills and education. 

But that was opposed by many nizations. 
Democrats who complained it 
would break up families. 

“Та some sense this failure of the сап organizations in slamming the many cannot accept the proposed the legislation to restore the cap. 
procedural vote gives usa pause in proposed legislation for eliminating family-based immigration limita- 
the debate,” Deepa Iyer, executive certain family-based visa categories. tions, New America Media said. 
director of the South Asian Ameri- 
can Leaders of Tomorrow. 

“It is stalled but not over” she ed States and also a hugely divi- their adult children and siblings, pending applications by Asians 
was quoted saying in a feedback sive issue. 


have been killed since fighting the camp—home to some 40,000 tionally overlooked rural areas. 
erupted on May 20 at the Nahr al- before the fighting forced thou- 
Bared Palestinian refugee camp. 
The Army says the militants Palestinian camp. 
triggered the conflict by attacking 
its positions around the camp and Bared on Saturday with artillery living in rural areas—are entirely ever, is that its not very secure,” 
оп the outskirts of the nearby city in some of the heaviest fighting unbanked, according to data col- she added. 
of Tripoli. Fatah al-islam says it since the standoff began. 
has been acting in self-defense and 
has vowed to fight to the death. 
“There is still extreme tension,” was killed on Saturday but the population either owns or has ac» ciently—users are asked for a secret 
the military source told Reuters. 
“We are tightening our grip.” 
Sporadic bursts of machine cause there were no ambu- and financial services could be pro- converts from those who formerly 
gun fire were heard on Sunday at lances,"the sourcesaid, Reuters vided, according to Sefaricom’s reliedonregulatedbanks. — AFP 


‘Asian Americans re alsotorn by the number of visas available for 
US grouping of ethnic news orga- the stalling of the Senate immigra- them to bring in their parents. 

tion reforms. Though they back ef- An estimated 90,000 visas per 

lyers advocacy group has joined forts to legalize the 1.5 million un- year will be cut to 40,000 and 

a growing number of Asian Ameri- documented Asian immigrants, ‘some lawmakers want to amend 


‘The Senate proposal also inval- 
idates family-based visa applica- 
Immigration is the hottest po- Aside from preventing Asian- tions submitted after Мау 2005, 
litical topic after Iraq in the Unit- American citizens from bringing in affecting an estimated 833,000 


the Senate proposal placesacapon living in the United States. AFP 


Kenya pioneers ‘mobile’ 
money transfer system 


KIKUYU, KENYA--EYEING HIS chief financial officer Les Baillie. 
cell phone with а mixture of sus- “By providing this service, 
picion and amazement, Paul we're, inasense, bringing banking 
Kangethe reads and rereads the to the unbanked,” Baillie told AFP. 
text message he hasjust received. M-Pesa users can send up to 
“Гуе never seen anything like 35,000 Kenyan Shillings ($525) 
this before,” Kangethe says of the рег transaction and keep up to 
alert that instructs him to report 50,000 Kenyan Shillings in a "vir- 
to the nearest cell phone shopto tual account” for later use. 
retrieve money his brother-in-law То use the service, senders hand 
sent him just moments ago. over funds to a Safaricom shop to 
Kangethe is one of more than be converted into “mobile money” 
65,000 registered users of M-Pesa, а that is “transferred” by text to the 
mobile money transfer system re- recipient, who then withdraws itas 
cently introduced by Safaricom, cash at another Safaricom shop. 
Kenya's leading mobile operator that... The fees for sending and with- 
enables people with access to a cell drawing run up to 170 shillings 
phone to send and receive money ($2.55), a mere fraction of the cost 
Over theirhandsetsin an African first. charged by other money transfer 
“When he used to send me agencies, which ask for up to 10 
money, he would send it through percent of the amount being sent. 
the post office and it could take Even before the advent of M-Pe- 
up to three days to receive it" sa, traditional service providers— 
Kangethe, 35, recalls, sitting in such as banks, Western Union or 
the shade of a kiosk in Kikuyu the Kenyan postal corporation's 
town, 20 km outside of Nairobi. homegrown Postbank—were often 
From dating services to stock shrugged off in favor of cheaper, 
market listings, mobile phones informal means. 
are changing the face of Kenya “The majority of people in Kenya, 
and this newest service is forcing 86 percent, either send money 
banks to reevaluate their ap- through friends and family or on 
proach to inhabitants of tradi- buses or matatus (minibuses),” ex- 
plains Caroline Pulver of FSDK, а 
More than 60 percent of World Bank sponsored program at- 
sands to flee, mostly to a nearby Kenyans have access to banks or tempting to broaden access to the 
microfinance institutions, but a formal financial sector. 


The army pounded Nahr al- staggering 38 percent—mostly “The problem with that, how- 


lected by Financial Sector Deep- 
A Palestinian source in the ening Kenya (FSDK). 
camp said at least one civilian 


M-Pesa has proved popular not 
just for the security it guarantees in 
However, more than half the delivering money quickly and effi- 


toll could be higher. “He was hit cess to a mobile phone, generating code to withdraw funds—but also 
jn the chest and bled to death be- a new means by which banking for its simplicity, which is drawing 
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in meeting with Bush, 


ROME—PRESIDENT BUSH AND POPE BENEDICT 
XVI, both religious conservatives, met for the first 
time Saturday in the papal palace at the Vatican, 
where the Pontiff privately expressed his concerns to 
the president about "the worrying situation in Iraq,” 
especially the treatment of minority Christians there, 


Bush, speaking to reporters af- 
ter having lunch with Prime Min- 
ister Romano Prodi, conceded 
that the pope had raised those 
concerns. He pronounced himself 
“in awe" of Benedict and said he 
felt he had been “talking to a very 

«smart, loving man." 

‘The president said he reminded 
the pope of America's commitment 
tospend more on AIDS in Africa and 

„Атепсап attempts to feed the hun- 
gry” And the two talked about im- 
2 migration. But Iraq loomed large 
‘over their hourlong session in the 
2 grand and elegant private papal li- 
2, brary, with its plush regal chairs, ceil- 
ing frescoes and a crucifix by Giotto. 

Many Italians have been against 

the war, and Italy pulled the last of 
+ its troops out of Iraq last year. Оп 
saturday, tens of thousands of 
Zprotesters—including antiwar 
Z demonstrators—tumed out for an- 
ZtiBush marches, some of which 

turned violent in the early evening, 
Pope Benedict, like Pope John Paul 
"TL before him, has expressed deep 
concerns not only about Christians 


in Iraq, as the president suggested, 
but also about violence there and 
the war more broadly. When he 
was still Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, he made а much-quoted 
remark dismissing the idea of Iraq 
as a “Just war'—a topic Bush said 
did not come up Saturday. 

“We didn't talk about just war? 
the president said, appearing in a 
courtyard of the Chigi Palace, the 
seat ofthe Italian govemment, with 
Prodi by his side. "He did express 
deep concerns about the Christians 
inside Iraq, that he was concemed 
that the society that was evolving SEOUL—THE UNITED STATES 
‘would not tolerate the Christian re- and Russia have arranged for banks 
ligion. And I assured him мете toresolvea financial row over North 
working hard to make sure that Korean funds which has delayed Py- 
people lived up to the constitution, ongyangs nuclear disarmament 
the modem constitution voted on process, a news report said Sunday. 
by the people that would honor South Korea's Yonhap news 
people from different walks of life agency, quoting unnamed 
and different attitudes.” sources, said Russia agreed to help 

‘The Vatican described thesession wire the controversial funds— 
as “cordial,” and the Pope apparent- some $25 million—frozen at a 
iy did not go as far as his predeces- Macau bank since 2005 to North 
sor, who in 2004 urged Bush to end Korea via the US. 
the“grave unrest” in кад... NYT “The US requested—on condi- 


} 


A PROTESTER waves a defaced US flag as Italian polic 
Rome June 9. Bush met Pope Benedict on Saturday and told the Pontiff he believer 


tion that one of its banks play a 
role of relaying the money--that 
Russia take the North Korean 
funds. Russia accepted it,” an un- 
named source told Yonhap. 

То make the money transfer pos- 
sible, Washington also agreed to 
make “а temporary exception” to its 
ban on US banks’ trades with the 
blacklisted Banco Delta Asia (BDA) 
in Macau, another source said 

The US bank would remain 
unidentified, the source said adding 
that Wachovia Corp., once asked for 


i 


SM'Pampanga. 
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Now, а total of 
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help in the matter, was off the list. 

"With the new idea backed by 
the US, China and Russia being 
pushed in a positive atmosphere, 
the chances of the transfer of 
North Korean funds in the near 
future are gerting higher" the 
source was quoted saying. 

‘The banking issue has been а 
major stumbling block to imple- 
menting the landmark aid-for- 
disarmament agreement reached 
at six-nation talks in February. 

Under the first stage of the deal, 


isit by US President George Bush in 
d the GB summit in Germany had been a success, 


samas 


Russia, US unite to clear N. Korea funds row 


the North was to shut down its 
Yongbyon nuclear facility by mid- 
“April, But it has refused to do so 
until it receives the $25 million in 
the Macau bank since 2005 under 
US-inspired sanctions. 

"The US Treasury says it blacklist- 
ed BDA on suspicion it was handling 
the proceeds of North Korean mon- 
ey-laundering and counterfeiting. 

The US has since unfrozen the 
funds but North Korea has had diffi 
culty finding a foreign bank to 
transfer money seen as tainted. AFP 
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THE SULTAN of Brunei, Hassanal Bolkiah (right), takes the hand ofi 
Pengiran Khairul Khalil (center) to the forehead of his daughter, i$ 
Princess Majeedah Nuurul Bulqiah during the couple's wedding at '* 
the Nurul Iman Palace in Bandar Seri Begawan, June 10. № 


Glitter, cannons as Bolkiah's 
daughter weds civil servant 
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BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN--DIA- 
monds sparkled and cannons 
boomed Sunday when a daughter 
of one of the world's longest- 
reigning monarchs wed a civil 
servant in a ceremony whose ori- 
gins date back generations. 
Thousands of people, baking 
under the midday sun, greeted the 
newly married daughter of Sultan 
Hassanal Bolkiah and her smiling 
husband when they paraded 
through town after the brief cere- 
mony at the 1,700-room palace. 
More than 2,000 guests, includ- 
ing Malaysian Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Najib Razak, wimessed the wed- 
ding of Princess Majeedah Nuurul 
Bulgiah, 31, and Pengiran Khairul 
Khalil, 32, beneath 12 crystal chan- 
deliers in the palace throne room. 
"The princess, wearing a tara and 
holding a small bouquet of diamond- 
studded flowers, sat beneath a gold- 
leaf canopy at the head of the hall. 


Khairul, escorted by Hassanal, 
approached and placed his hands 
briefly on her forehead before the. 
muffled boom of cannons sound- 
ed 17 times outside. 

Hassanal, formerly rated as the 
world’s richest man, will host a 
lavish banquet for the couple and 
guests on Monday night. 

The princess is Hassanals 
fourth child and works at the de- 
partment of environment, parks 
and recreation as a senior officer 

She holds a master's degree in 
environmental development 
from King's College in London, 
according to the governments 
department of information. 

The groom is assistant execu- 
tive officer in the prime minister's 
office. He holds a diploma in 
building studies from a university 
in Britain, the government said, 
and his hobbies include soccer 
and video production. AFP 


Test drug seen as best hope 
for rolling back Parkinson's 


PARIS—A DRUG TESTED ON LAB 
mice slows and may even halt the 
progress of Parkinson's, offering 
the brightest pharmacological 
hope in decades of rolling back 
this tragic disease, US researchers 
report on Sunday. 

Isradipine, already licensed for 
treatment for high blood pressure, 
rejuvenated aging dopamine cells, 
the brain cells whose death causes 
Parkinson's, they say. 

The outcome among mice was 
50 promising that the team now 
plans on conducting trials on hu- 
man volunteers. 

"Our hope is that this drug will 
protect dopamine neurons, so that 
ifyou began taking it early enough, 
you won't get Parkinson's disease, 
‘even if you were at risk," said lead 


researcher James Surmeier, profes- 
sor of physiology at Northwestern. 
University in Chicago. 

“tt would be like taking a baby 
aspirin every day to protect your 
heart" 

Parkinson's is an incurable, de- 
generative disease of the central 
iiervous system that causes un- 
controllable shaking, along with 
impaired speech and movement. 
In approximately one third of cas- 
esitalso results in dementia. 

Estimates of its prevalence 
vary between 0.1 and 0.3 percent 
of the population, meaning that 
‘approximately one in 500 people 
contract the disease. 

‘The cause is a loss of dopamine, 
а chemical messenger that helps 
direct movement AFP 
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Soto halts Bobby: Pacman next? 


AFTER DISMANTLING BOBBY 
Pacquiao via a seventh-round 
technical knockout, Mexican 
Humberto Soto yesterday 
called out Filipino superstar 
Manny Pacquiao for a fight 
later in the year. 


Soto's wish is expected to be granted. The 
Pacman's promoter, Top Rank's Bob Arum, is 
keen on the fight as well. 

"Bobby is a real warrior, but Manny is 
much busier,” Soto told the website Box- 
ingtalk moments after his scintillating 
win over the younger Pacquiao. 

“Manny throws a lot more punch- 
es, and he hits harder.” 


“75 percent made" 
Pacquiao's close associ- 
ate Rex "Wakee" Salud, in 
a message from New 
York yesterday, said 
the Manny Pacquiao- 7 
Humberto Soto tus- 
sle is already “75 per- 
cent made.” 
Salud, who co- 
manages Bobby 
along with Manny 


disclosed that the choice over Pacquiao's next 
opponent is now down to Soto and World 
Boxing Organization super featherweight 
champion Joan Guzman. 
Soto's win yesterday, however, just made 
him the clear favorite to clinch the Pacquiao 
sweepstakes. 

Arum had earlier hinted at pitting Man- 
ny Pacquiao against Soto or Guzman on 
Sept. 15 in Las Vegas, the same day that 

World Boxing Council superfeather- 
weight champion Juan Manuel М: 
quez takes on Argentinian Jorge Bar- 


yi 1 Barrios fight at the 

5 МСМ Grand in Las Vegas is promoted by 

bee A Top Rank rival Golden Boy Promotions 
of boxing icon Oscar De La Hoya. 


Possible date and venue 

Another possible date and 
venue being floated for the Рас- 
quiao fight is Vancouver, Canada, 
on Oct. 6, according to Top Rank 
insiders. 

The younger Pacquiao did not 
go down without a fight against 
the highly favored Soto as he 
showed tremendous heart and 
work rate. 

After being knocked down by 
what looked like a push in the first 


work, engaging Soto in a give-and-take 
through the second and third rounds. 

Pacquiao was cut over his right eye in the 
fourth, but came back like a wounded lion to 
stagger Soto at least twice in the round with 
big rights to the chin. 


Solid right hand 

In the seventh, a solid right hand to the 
chin buckled Pacquiao's knee and Soto fol- 
lowed it up with a huge left to the body that 
sent Pacquiao to the canvas for good at 1:48 
of the round. 

1 thought Bobby fought very bravely.” said 
trainer Freddie Roach as quoted by Boxingtalk. 

“But he caught a couple of good shots. Soto 
is just too strong for him.” 

Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


PING 


GOLF CLUB FITTING 
For inquies, lease са 842-6099 (Mon Fi or vist a 
PING Authorized Fitting Center 


Dona Julia Vargas Ave. 
Pasig City | Ala 


Pacquiao, had earlier UNDER SIEGE: Bobby Pacquiao (right) braces for a punch from Mexico's Humberto Soto. 


round, Pacquiao buckled down to 


jand Photography Competition 


4s theme features landmarks such as lighthouses, bridges, monuments, parks, town halls 
historic places that have existed for over so years. 


For more details, logon WWW.artpetron.com 
Submission deadline: July 26 - Bulk Plants & Aug.2~ Project Secretariat 
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Team Prima stars 
bury opposition in 
PBC Int'l kegfest 


TEAM PRIMA BOW- 
lers continued to put 
on a show of force 
halfway through the 
36th PBC-Boysen In- 
ternational Tenpin 
Open Bowling Cham- 
pionships at SM Mall 
of Asia Bowling Cen- 
tre on Saturday. 

The TBAMPrima 
tandem of Jeff Chan 
and Nicodemus 
Valderrama combined for 960 to 
wrest the lead in the men's Open 
doubles competitions, surging past 
national junior bowlers Ederick Feli- 
cano and Collins Jose, who dropped 
to second (866). 

Two days after scoring the first 
perfect game of 300, national pool 
newcomer Chan, not of Timberpro 
as earlier reported, continued to 
play solidly and rolled 258-227 
while Valderrama carded 228-247 
in the toumament sponsored by 
Boysen, Amway, the Philippine 
Sports Commission and the Depart- 
ment of Tourism. 

Also emerging as the new leaders 
in the ladies’ Class A doubles were 
TBAM-Prima's Krizziah Tabora and 
Madeline Llamas, who shot to the 
top after combining for 792 in the 
kegfest also supported by Accel, the. 
RP team official outfitter. 

‘Wheeling into second place in the 
division was the TBAM-Prima tan- 
dem of Liza Vicente and Mades Ar- 
Jes, who teamed up for 754. 

"Team Prima keglers were also in 
strong contention for honors in the 
other events of the biggest champi- 


nm. 
Lady Pirates 


Beide 


Bowling Congress. 
Bowling icon Nepo- 
muceno, comebacking 
RP player Richie 
Poblete and reigning 
world mer's masters 
champion Biboy 
Rivera, all Team Prima 
mainstays, were 1-2-3 
in the men's Open all- 
events 
Nepomuceno had a 
1,707 aggregate, 24 
pins ahead of Poblete (1,683), while 
Rivera was in third place with a 
1,645. 

Also occupying the top three 
spots in the ladies’ Class A all-events 
competitions were Team Prima 
bowlers Liza Vicente, who ruled the 
roost with a 1,440, followed by 
Bong Coo at second (1,433) and 
Krizziah Tabora third (1,379) 

“Another Team Prima bet, RP pool 
member Elaine Florencio, was first 
in the ladies’ Class О singles contest 
after shooting an 899. 

In the men’s and ladies’ Class A 
singles events, Team Prima bowlers 
also showed their dominance. 

TBAM-Primas Collins Jose re- 
mained No. 1 in the men's Class А 
standings with a score of 993, 
Rhedd Viray, also a Prima bowler, 
was second (907). 

Also carrying the colors of Team 
Prima, Coo, the Philippine Bowling 
Congress secretary general, was in 
first place in the ladies Class A sin- 
gles with a score of 853. 

In the men's Class A team events, 
“Team Prima's Anjo Lecaros, Collins 
Jose and Marvin Reyes pooled 


By Romina S. Austria 


IYCEUM WENT BACK TO ITS WINNING WAYS LAST NIGHT, STALL- 
ing La Salle's entry to the semifinals with a 25-17, 9-25, 25-23, 25- 
20 victory on the penultimate playing day of the Shakey's V-League 
volleyball tournament elimination round at The Arena in San Juan. 
Inthe second game, the elimination 
Adamsonovercameal- | STANDINGS W L| тоша wih a 
soxan Letran, 25-20, == leading 6-1 slate. 
2225, 25-20, 28-25, | Sir, Idle University 
15-10, to keep its es of Santo Tomas 
semifinal hopes alive. | Ateneo кар о. 


Afer a dominant | Aeon, lyceum's 
opening set, the Lady p x math winning 

Pirates looked ready to. ш " run lost Tuesday 

run over the defending Letran 25-15, 25-14, 25-20. f 

champ Lady Archers Meanwhile, фе 

but were suddenly | GAMESTOMORROW | Lady Falcons gained at 3 Es аа 
hounded byerrorsand | (heArena, Sanan) | east a playoff for опе = 

illtimed attacks that 2pm--FEU vs UST of three remaining LETRAN'S Mayette Carolino (4) and Joy Cases foil Adamson's Hannah. 
ео tat | 4pm-Aemovs85t | Semifinal berths aftera Suares during their game yesterday. INQUIRER PHOTO AUGUST ORA CRUZ 

Lyceum then lost a hard-eamed victory ЖР 5 š 
а aw оно Lascuña ties for 20th in Thailand 
e e de e der А KOH SAMUI, THAILAND—ANTONIO LASCURA FALTERED IN THE FINAL ROUND 

o and Tha imper Sur Guest player Suzanne, RO wana 74 Sunday and ate fora tie or 20 piace at ie Bangkok Airways 
ped stepped up for a Зз die Rissa Open won by South Korean ‘stalwart Lee Sung in wire-to-wire fashion. 

5 me kad changed hands four dee Laguiller fecha =i Lascufia, who had earlier rounds of 70-70-69, wound up with a 1-under 283 
. total to win $3465 

more times before consecutive La А fivewway tie at 3-4 for the last O SO was the nxt best Fino finisher at 285 (89-74-72-71) worth 

Pe on жч Lyceum to take m a eres co 42810. rure Dear (71-71-75-73) and Marciano Pucay (72-75-72-71) 

а2-1 setlea y г jniversity ended up tied at 290 and picked up $1.710 each. 

Im —— n beats оте a San Se- ‘Lee, who fired a course record of 62 in the third round, closed with a 71 at the 
national player Cristina Salak and bastian College downs Ateneo. Запі Samui Country Cub. With a 268, he finished three strokes ahead of local 
Shella Marga then took over in the Та such a scenario, the most-sets star Prayad Marksaeng who carded а 66 in lone second place. Lee won $47,550. 
founh set othe Lady Pirates ended won rulewillbe used to breakties. Five strokes behind was Thai Prom Meesawat олега 68. Asian Tour News 


onship organized by the Philippine 


1,338 pinfalls to capture first place. 


MANNY PACQUIAO'S SCHEDULED CON- 
‘quest of New York City failed to fully mate- 
rialize after younger brother Bobby was 
knocked out yesterday at the historic 
Madison Square Garden. 

It would have been a perfect feast for 
the visiting Filipino boxing hero had 
Bobby, say, survived and made a good 
account of himself. 

Sorry, but the moment Humberto So- 
to shook BobbyPac with a hefty left 
hook north of the breadbasket early, be- 
fore sending him to the floor later in the 
first round, there was no doubting the 
gory outcome. 

‘There were actually too many punch- 
es that the defenseless BobbyPac had to 
absorb at will, but a thudding spear of a 
right straight to the head ended the mis- 
match in the seventh. 

At least BobbyPac showed the 
heart and determination of his illus- 
trious brother, who, hours earlier, 
was bestowed the greatest fighter on 
the planet award by an esteemed 


Soto's KO win completes the Arum script 


group of American boxing writers at 
the Copacabana. 

OK, it was not a perfect New York 
stint for the Pacman, but don't tell 
that to Bob Arum. 

If Soto didn't next call out Manny 
Pacquiao to a big-money clash, Arum 
should fire his scriptwriters. 

In fact, Rex "Wake" Salud, a trust- 
ed Pacquiao ally who was at ringside 
at Madison yesterday, had been quot- 
ed as saying a Soto-Pacman en- 
counter is 70 percent certain. 

No, nobody could openly say Arum 
was there praying for a Soto win. 

Butthen, what could be a better sales 
rocket for a Soto-Pacman fight than the 
perfectly designed revenge motive. 

As things stand now, Manny Pacquiao 
cannot wait to lay his blazing hands on 
his brothers conqueror. 

There's a blood debt to settle inside 
the ring and this angle can only be bat- 
tered and bloodied to cheap perfection 
by Arum's Top Rank 


BARE EYE [эн а! 
eS wj 


Recab Trinidad ч 


If New York did not prove totally 
great for the Pacman, Arum's latest visit 
to the Big Apple was perfect for the griz- 
Jed Top Rank bossman. 


Pinoy fight fans, inborn sentimen- 
talists, can only be expected to clam- 
orforthat fight. 

But, using an objective scale, 
would Soto be the best fight for Pac- 
quiao to sustain his greatness? 

“Soto can't win, Pacman too quick, 
too strong,” says Inquinzn chronicler 
Salven Lagumbay, an international 
boxing judge. 

Did Jorge Solis, gutless and unwor- 
thy, help enhance the Pacquiao image 


after the lanky Mexican decided to 
sleep too early in their last bout? 

Well, it cannot be said that figuring 
in that sordid mismatch against Solis 
tarnished Pacquiao's image. 

However, it goes without saying 
that its now incumbent upon Pac- 
quiao to again fight combatants in 
the level of Juan Manuel Marquez 
and Marco Antonio Barrera if he's to 
continuously boost his drawing pow- 
er. 

Yesterday, the Soto that boxed Bobby 
Pacquiao was definitely not the sort of 
challenge the Pacman needs at this 
point in his career. 

Soto is definitely crafty, he throws a 
perfect right—short, airtight, snap- 
py—the kind of spear the slamming 
Boom Boom Bautista should aspire to 
copy. 

But Soto happens to live inside the 
ring on a short armory and limited ar- 
tillery. 

He's, in short, easy to hit and, this 


early, appears a perfect picnic package 
for the fire-breathing Pacquiao. 

ОЕ course, Bob Arum can always 
counter that Soto did not bother to 
bring our the best in him yesterday be- 
cause there was only mediocre chal- 
lenge. 

Even that, you bet, can help the Pac- 
man fume, to the smiling approval of 
the foxy Mr. Arum. 

(HEARTBEAT: So what's in a name? 
A lot, says reader Darry Cruz, who took 
meto task for doubting the total dedica- 
tion of half-Filipinos in the RP national 
basketball team. Sorry, it was my fault. 
Will the RP National team find its true 
name? The message was lost in the title 
of that column. So, late as it may be, 
permit me to rephrase: Will the RP Na- 
tional team find its true heart? You see, 
there were actually suggestions that the 
half-Pinoys in the RP team could only be 
expected to be half-loyal to the Philip- 
pine flag, but then that's another topic 
fora wholehearted debate.) 


pum 
veal ET ЗРЕО Атом 
оувоно ЕЕ обет 
и 
ree ER E IEEE aur 


Re-INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Department of Education, Division of Misamis Occidental. through 
"is Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), invites suppliersimanufactucers! 
distriutorsiconiractors to apply for eligibility and to bid for the hereunder 
project: 

NAME OF PROJECT 


DepED 


Supply and Delivery of Elementary Tables 
and Chairs, Elementary & Secondary 
Armchairs, and Teachers Tables and 
Chairs 

Deped-Division of Misamis Occidental, 
Region X 

Php 12,893,000.00 

GOP, CY 2006 GA 

120 days from the date of acceptance of 
Notice to Proceed 

"Door-to-door" delivery to various 
recipient schools 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
mon-discretionary passifad criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations of FLA. 9184 known as the Government Procurement Reform Act, 
andis restricted io organizations with at least sity percent (60%) interests or 
outstanding capital stocks belonging о citizens of the Phiippines. as speofied 
їп Republic Act 5183. Only Bids from Bidders who pass the eligibility check 
wil be opened. The process for the eigilly check is described in Section Il, 
instruction to Bidders of the Bidding Documents 


‘The schedule of BAC activities are as follows: 


LOCATION 
АВС & FUNDING SOURCE 
FUNDING SOURCE 
CONTRACT DURATION 


DELIVERY SITES 


Republic of the Philippines: 
LEYTE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT 
A. Март SL. Tacloban City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Lege Meropoitan Water Disc. trough ts Боз and Awards Commaee (BACT, mites 
Contactors regetered wih and ciassdied bythe Pháppne Contractors Acredtaton Board 
{PCA to app lr ebay and  ound cgi. 1o e ko he Масол contac: 
Name ol Comsaci — Consruciondi 92.0 LM Deph 250mmO Production Wel (CW-07- 
G2) consning of 3 components (A) Tes Wel (B) Production Wel, 
and (C) саге чортон 
Son Fernando Elementary School Real SL. Тасо Cty 
Supply o Labor, Matias, Equpmest and Supervison or the 
abore named Project. Tre prosecutonimglemertaton of 
‘components (2) 8 (3) halbe dependent on he esu 
component (1) 
P 5258900 


Briel Descipon 


Approved Budget 
forthe Сошас АВС) 
Contact Duration 200 CALENDAR DAYS 
Prospective beers should possess а val PCAB License wih a registration particuiar in Water 
‘Supply, have completed a sda contact wat alu ol ai least 50% of ine ABC, and have key 
‘ond equpment (sed in the Endy Farms) хайзы fot the prosecution ol the 
rac The BAL wil изе no-dscresenar passo спела m he Eig CheckScreenng 
э nel asthe Premmary Eramraton of Bes. The BAC wil conduct post авеню of he 
оез cda b. 
 Alenclorsréave о Ei Satemort and Scri Bd Security, Performance Securty. 
Pré Been Corrence Сказал cl Вин, Post Queicnon and Award d Corrac shal be 
oremod бу he penes prowsons ol RA 918 and ts идете Res and Reguaton 
(Ra) 
The schede o BAC acids is as lolas: 
E BAC Aces 


Sese 


Activity 
T issuance of Bid Documents. 
2. Prid Conference 


Date 
ее 25 2T 
June 26,207 


Venue 
ВАСЗепезлайойсе 
 MOPUSTA conference 


"Вас om peospece Biers of 
eters dien (LOI nabang 
Agpicaten о Бару 
Issance of Eighty Forms 


этә balo June 15,2007 


эло balo June 15, 2007 


3. Deadline of Submission 


Tay 12,2007 Q 8002s. | MOPUSTAcoderence 
pening of Bids mon 


есер and Opening of Eighty 
Regarenents 


June 20,201 


A complete set of Eligibility Requirements and Bid Documents wil be avaiable 
опу o prospective бега from the BAC Secretariat office clo Planning Office 
upon payment of a non-refundable amount of Php, 19,489.50 о the DepED 
Misamis Occidental Division Cashier. The complete sealed envelopes wil be 
brought during the opening of bids or be dropped nthe bidding box placed in 
the Division Office lobby on or before July 12, 2007 at exactly 10:00 in the 
‘morning. LATE bids will not be accepted. 

The DepED Misamis Occidental Division. reserves the right to accept or 
тее any bic, or all bids and to annul the bidding process and reject al bids 
‘any ime prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any labi to 
the alfected bidder or bidders and award the contract to any bidder whose 
proposal as determined by the BAC Is the most advantageous to the 
government 

Approved by: 
(60а) REBONFAMIL R. BAGUIO 
ос, Asst. Schools Division Superintendent 
ВАС Chairperson. 


mune баб 
Рова Centres [255 лозя. 
аара Ороно Ба — | МТ. 0T: 00am 

TRO BAC ий seo розра ders РБ Forms и MWD Wan ice, А Маи S 
Тешыш Cay pon hes ое of LOL and upan бег payment ol a relate 
Sool Fas hinda Pesos P0 Ol ote LAWD Се Progece rs han 
По Reqarerenis t he BAC a e sad adress They may aiso chan he resuts ol 
Bignay Ced Dy те BAC se same ades 

The BAC wit issu Вор Documents oniy 1o irs declared by e BAC 1o b eg the 
eg upan papaano! rone amount o Ten Troad Posos (РИО DON o be 


Ju Zi - Jue 2, 2007 


The Leyte Meropoltan Water District assumes no responsbáty whatsoever o compensate or 
adeat дез for any expenses curd а te peparason d her bids- 


року 
(598) VIOLETA C. SIMBULAN 
‘BAC Charman 
PAA] 


Alejandro wrests lead 
over Fernando by a shot 


MIKO ALEJANDRO CARDED A 
‘one-over-par 73 Saturday to wrest 
the lead from compatriot Anthony 
Fernando after the second round 
of the International Amateur at 
the PGA of Southem Legends 
Course of Cherry Valley in Beau- 
mont, California. 

Counting his 71 in the first 
round at the Champions Course, 
Alejandro now has a 144 aggre- 
gate, 1 up on Fernando with 18 
holes to play. 

Femando, after a 70 in the first 
round, faltered with a 75 and 


dropped to second, while Dante 
Becerra came through with a 74 
to tie Taiwanese Hung Chien-yao 
inthird at 147. 

Gene Bondoc, the other mem- 
ber of the lasibacked RP team, 
shota 76for 151. 

American Joe Cunningham 
fought back with a 75 after a 78 
but stood nine strokes off Alejan- 
dro with a 153, the same output of 
Korean Ko Ming-chak (76) 

Gino Bunyi shot another 77 for 
154, in a tie for eighth place with 
James Albert, who had a 76. 


Top foreign bidders vying in P 1-M poker tourney 
А GUARANTEED PRIZE OF P1 MILLION IS UP FOR GRABS IN THE PACIFIC 
Poker Palace (PPP) "No Limit Texas Hold m" tournament on June 30 at the Alr- 
port Casino Filipino in Parafiaque City. Some of the world's finest. players will һе 
challenged by local players in the event that requires an entry fee of. P2,000. Ben 
"dela Cruz of the PPP said the buy-in is P20,000. in the runup to the June 30 tour- 
nament, a series of free roll events with prizes ranging from P20,000 to P30,000 
will be held every Sunday, Wednesday and Saturday from 1 p.m. Philippine poker 
legend Wally Sombero and young guns Frederick Hernandez and Franco will be 
tested by American, European and Asian aces, including Korean standout Kim Il- 
kwon. On June 29 at the PPP room of Casino Flipin in Angeles City, a guaranteed 
prize of P400,000 prize willbe staked for an entry fee of P500. 
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Clay still Henin's playground 


Belgian No. 1 rips Ivanovic, bags 3rd str 


о 


PARIS—JUSTINE HENIN SAT IN HER 
chair during a changeover, opened an 
envelope and pulled out a note bear- 
ing the word "Allez"—French for “Let's 
go.” 

‘When it comes to the French Open, 
Heninis fluent. 

The Belgian claimed her third consecu- 
tive Roland Garros title and fourth overall 
Saturday, taking advantage of 19-year-old 
‘Ana Ivanovics nervous play to win, 6-1, 6-2. 

Henin closed out the victory with a fore- 
hand volley, then flipped away her racket, 
buried her head in her hands, leaned on the 
netand exhaled. 

“з surreal to win for the third time in a 
row,” Henin said. "am struggling to take it 
in.” 

‘She became the first woman since Moni- 
ca Seles in 1990-92 to win three consecu- 
tive Roland Garros titles, and only the sec- 
ond since 1937. 

Ivanovic, а Serb playing in her first Grand 


when she awkwardly hit a serve 10 feet 
long, prompting groans from the crowd. 
She double-faulted to fall behind 3-1, and 
the mistakes came in flurries after that. 

Ivanovic struggled in particular with her 
serye. 

“All of a sudden I started getting nervous, 
and my ball toss was going everywhere,” 
she said. “I didnt think about moving well 
ог where I should play, and she could use 
that. I was thinking more about the occa- 
sion than about my game. That's what I was 
afraid of" 

Ivanovic committed 26 unforced errors 

to 13 for Henin and doublefauled five 
times. 
On Sunday, top-ranked Roger Federer 
will bid for the only Grand Slam champi- 
onship to elude him when he plays Rafael 
Nadal, who will try to become the first man 
since Bjom Borg in 1978-81 to win three 
consecutive French Open titles. 

Federer is seeking his fourth consecutive 


aight French Open crown 


The women's final was tight at the start. 
Henin trailed in each of the first four 
games, which took 24 minutes, but after 
taking a 3-1 lead she won 18 of the next 22 
points 

Pumping her fist after nearly every point 
she won, Henin kept up the pressure in the 
second set with her vast repertoire, which 
ranged from delicate backhands to over- 
head smashes. 

Ivanovic never overcame her nerves, 
framing consecutive shots during one rally 
inthe final game. Henin aggressively closed 
‘out the victory two points later, belting a 
forehand into the comer and charging for- 
ward to finish off the tournament with a 
volley. 

“She didrit give me much of a window,” 
Ivanovic said. “She has been there before 
and has won Grand Slams. She knew how 
то deal with the nerves, and for me obvious- 
yit was the first time. 

“| guess can use this as experience. Next 


Henin won the French Open for the first 
time in 2003 and now has six Grand Slam 
titles, moving ahead of Venus Williams and 
Martina Hingis. Among active women she 
trails only Serena Williams, who has won 
eight. 

Henin has won all four of her French 
Open finals in straight sets, never losing 
more than eight games. She has reached 
the final of the past five majors she has 
played, but she missed this years Aus- 
tralian Open because she was separating 
from her husband. 

“Thad some very tough times at the start 
of the year,” she said. “Т hung in there these 
last few months. And now I've found ал im- 
mense pleasure on the court once more." 

Henin extended an Open era record win- 
ning streak of 35 consecutive sets at Roland 
Garros. She became the first top-seeded 
woman to win the title since Steffi Graf in 
1996. 

The Belgian became the fifth woman 


Slam final, started well before her play dete- major title, something last accomplished by 


time in that situation, ГЇ probably know since 1925 to win the French four times. 
riorated. The first sign of trouble came Rod Laver in 1969. 


wm how todeal with it better’ Chris Evert leads with seven titles. АР 


Cotto keeps WBA crown 
with 11th-round KO 


NEW YORK—MIGUEL COTTO GAVE THE the Garden, he was an outsider on this night, 
sellout crowd what it came for: a knockout of heavily booed when he entered the ring. 
one ofits own. Tt helped the action that Judah, who was 

The popular Puerto Rican welterweight last in a tide fight 14 months ago when he 
thrilled his fans, who made up a majority of the was outpointed by Floyd Mayweather, Wir 
filed-to-the-rafters Madison Square Garden on brought his best. The former champion, com- 
Saturday night, by stopping Brooklyn's Zab Ju- . ing off a suspension for his role ina melee during 
dah in the 11th round to keep his WBA welter- the Mayweather fight, fellto 34-5, but he has lost 
weight title. three in a row. 

With chants of Cotto! Cotto!” and “PuertoRi- But a cut to the right eye and two low blows 
col Puerto Rico!” rocking the building, Cotto early in the fight by Cotto that wound up costing 
knocked down Judah earlier in the round before him a point slowed Judah in the later rounds. 
finishing off his 30% straight win at 49 seconds. “Those two low blows took a lot out of me,” 
ir was the third straight year Cotto fought in the... Judah said. “He hit me hard two times, the refer- 
Garden on the eve of New York’s Puerto Rican ee didn't say anything about it- 

Day parade, and he gave the raucous crowd of Cotto admitted he hit Judah low. 
20,658 a terrific show. The 26-year-old Cotto, 146% pounds, was as 

"Texpected a tough fight and thats what1got, bloodied as Judah after his second title defense. 
a tough fight,” Cotto said. "The 2000 Olympian has 25 knockouts, but this 

With Puerto Rico flags wav- one came with great difficulty as he was cut in- 
ing on every level, from side the mouth and by the right eye, and had, 
floor seats to the mezza- blood running down his chest. AP 
for the first finals slot. nine that rarely is open 

UE, unbeaten in six games in the for boxing here 
eliminations, bested Far Eastern nowadays, the scene 
University in the quarterfinals and could just have eas- 4 
ELIMINATION TOPNOTCHERS will seek the other finals berth ily been San Juans, 3” 

University of the Eastand LaSalle against San Beda College at3 p.m.” Although Judah 4 

ty to arrange a championship ^ The Archers and the Warriors grew up just а, 

showdown in the Filoil-Flying V moved into the semifinals with few miles боту, 
Pre-Season Invitational Cup winsoverthe Mapua Cardinals and BEA. 
when they take on separate rivals Far Eastern Tamaraws, respectively. 
todayatThe Arena in San Juan. But the Bulldogs hope to stop the 

La Salle, which topped Group В Archers with their high-scoring trio 
with a 5-2 card, and disposed of of Jay Jahnke, Cyrus Malagueno MIGUEL Cotto (right) 

Mapua in the quarterfinals, tangles and Jonathan Femandez. Romina looks ata fallen Zab 
with National University at 1 pm. $. Austria Judah. e 


It's a lady first in Belmont 
Stakes' Rags to Riches tale 


NEW YORK—RAGS TO RICHES CAN BEAT the turn for home, four horses fought for the 
the boys, too. lead, with Rags to Riches, the Kentucky Oaks 
The fabulous filly outdueled Curlin in a winner, on the outside, and Preakness winner 
breathtaking stretch run and won the Bel- Curlin moving between rivals. 
mont Stakes on Saturday, becoming the firt And then it became a two-horse race—a 
of her sex in more than a century to take the true battle of the sexes. In a furious stretch 
final leg of the Triple Crown. run, with Velazquez urging his filly on, Rags 
No one was happier with the victory than to Riches won by a head—the same margin by 
trainer Todd Pletcher and jockey John Ve- which Curlin edged Street Sense in the Preak- 
lazquez, who both ended long droughts in ness three weeks ago. 
‘Triple Crown races: Pletcher was 0-for-28,Ve. “The filly ran a great race on the right day,” 
lazquez 0-for-20. said Curlin's trainer, Steve Asmussen. “And 
«тей а dream lineup of word champions The normally reserved Pletcher was now they're taking her picture." 
who will vie for the guaranteed prize of ps | Screaming throughout the stretch run, one Rags to Riches covered the 1% miles in 
million that had the fans at Belmont Park ontheir feet 2:28.74, well off Secretariat's track record of 
Defending champions Patrick Antonio, | roaring as the two stars battled to the wire 2:24. But time didn't matter in this one. 
Joe Sanford of Califomia and Mayor Buddy | saddlecloth to saddlecloth. Rags to Riches was sent off as the 4-1 sec- 
Dunca will be pitted against the likes of Rags to Riches, despite a slight stumble at ond choice and returned $10.60, $4.40 and 
Sonny Laghn and Bruce Bamene of Alaba- | the start, became the third filly to capture the 53.20. Curlin, with Robby Albarado aboard, 
ma (Blue Blade Delta), Boy Marzo (BMRR | Belmont—Ruthless took the first running in paid $3 and $2.30. 
Riyadh) and Jun Topacio and Gene Batiea | 1867 and Tanya won in 1905. Only 22 filies Tiago was third and Hard Spun finished 
of Missisipi. have tried the Belmont, with Rags to Riches fourth, followed by CP West, Imawildand- 
Sam Mendoza and Ricky Valencia, fresh | the first since Silverbulletday finished sev- crozyguyand Slew's Tizzy. 
from winning the Makati invitational рег. | enthin 1999. It was Pletcher who made the surprise call 
by two weeks ago, also plunge into action ‘And what a sensational Belmont it was, to run Rags to Riches, who dominated her 
along with World Slasher Cup champions | Even without Kentucky Derby winner Street own division with four straight victories, in- 
Cyrus Hao and Gengen Arayata, Rep. Baby | Sense. cluding the Oaks five weeks ago at Churchill 
“Asistio, Dori Du of Davao, Bobby Doromal, When the field of seven 3-year-olds made Downs. AP 
Wakee Salud, Tony Oppen, Allan Siaco, 
Boy de Roca, Rio Salceda, Gerry Ramos, 
Pepito Ngo, Emil Chua, Richard Bates, Pol 
Estrellado and Totoy Haruta. 3 
Peter Uren of Australia, a newcomer in (ек), 
the international cockfight circuit, will also. = pat Wap 
see action along with other foreign partici- holds off Curlin, 
pants like Jorge Torres and Emitte San Juan ridden by Robby 
of California, Morinubo Taniguchi and No- Albarado, as the 
riaki Morita of Japan, Joseph Toralba and horses approach 
James Sander of Louisiana and Paul Fassot the finish line 
of California during the 139th 
The event is backed by Sagupaan Com- running of the 
plexor 3000. * Belmont Stakes 
Tor details, please call 7255369 and Saturday. Rags to 
7256563 or 0917-8041691. Riches went onto 
as] {> м 3 the win the race. a 


HENIN: Peerless on clay 


Dow qe 
CHAMP ANEW 
Antonio Tarver (right) lands a solid straight on Elvir Muriqi. Tarver 
regained the IBO light heavyweight title Saturday night, wi 
T2-round decision over his game opponent. 


Warriors, Archers 
eye Filoil finals 


GAMES TODAY (The Arena, San Juan) 
1p.m.—NU vs. La Salle 
3 p.m—San Beda vs. UE 


Dream cast 
gets going as 
SJC Int’l Derby 
fires off today 


BANNERING A POWERHOUSE CAST OF 
more than 100 local and international 
cockers, the second leg of the SJC 8-Cock 
International Derby blasts off today at 
SanJuan Coliseum. 

Host Rodolfo Pineda, a winner of the 
NCA International Derby in 2006, has gath- 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
ЕЕ GET Ter тл 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


2007-2008 Engagement of Acidizing Services for Wells in BGPF, LGPF, 
"МОРЕ, NNGPF, SNGPF and SLGP 
EDC 07-102 
PNOC-Energy Development Corporation inviies interested contractors to apply 
for eigiity ang 1 bid or the 2007-2009 Engagement of Acidizing Services 
for Wells in BGPF, LGPF, МОРЕ, NNGPF, SNGPF. and SLGP under project 
rumpor EDC 07-102, naving an Approved Budgel or the Contract (ABC) of 
Pinp162,000,900.00. Bie received in excess of the ABC shall be aulomaticalyy 
rejected at Bd opening 
Biking wil be conducted through open competitivo bidding procedures using 
mon-dcrebonary pasa crena as speciied in he implementing Rules and 
Regstons Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (К.А 9184), clherwise known 
s the "Government Procurement Reform Act.” and is restricted to Filipino 
Glüzensiecle propretorslips, organizations wiih at least sity percent (60%) 
interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to clzens of Ine Philippines, 
ho to «поле or organizations of а country the laws or regulations of which 
grani simiar rights or privileges to Filipino clizens, pursuant to Republic Act 
ез (RA 5163) and sutrec to Commonwealth Aci 138 СА. 198) Only Bids 
from Bidders who pass the elgbity check wil be opened. The process or he 
Sigbiiy check is descnbed in Section П ofthe Bidding Documents, ITS. The 
Bidder wih the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shell advance to the post- 
ueificaton stage in order to lnaiy determine responsiveness ofthe bid t0 
Technical and finanetalrequlemants of the project. The contract shall then be 
Sworded io he Lowest Calculsted and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who маз. 
Getermined as such during ine post-quaicabon procedure. 
Interested Bidders may obtain further information from PNOC-Energy 
Development Corporation and inspect ће Bidding Documents at tne address 
Given below from 10:00 а m. to 300 pun. 
А complete set of Bidding Documents may ba purchased by interested Bidders 
ffom ne sdcress below lom June 12, 2007 to duly 2.2007, 10:00 a.m. lo 12:00 
рт and 1:00 p.m lo 3:00 p.m. upon payment с a non-relundable lee in he 
тош ol Four Thousand Pesos (РПр4, 100.00). The method cf payment in 
Securing the bidding documents wil be cash. The Bidding Documents shal be 
сымен personaly by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative 
The PNOC-Energy Development Corporation wil hold a Pre-Bid Conference 
орел to ай interested partes on June 21, 2007, 10:00 a.m. at the BAC 
Conference Room. First Fior, Building V, PNOC-EDC, Energy Compound, Merit 
Road, Fort Bonfaco, Taguig Ciy. 
Bids and eligbity requirements musi be delivered to the address below on or 
belore 2-00 p.m. (Contracts Admin. Group Office Wall Clock Time) of 
July 3, 2007. Ай Bids musi be accompamed by a Bid secunty i the form and 
in De amount as siated in the Insirucions to Bidders. Late Bids shall not be 


RAGS to Riches » 
аа ‘Bid opening shall be immediately aftr the deadiine of submission of bids (ће 

len by BAC Conference Room, First Floor, Buking V, PNOC-EDC. Energy Compound, 
Мети Road. Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City Bids wil be opened in he presence of 
the Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend at the address below. 
The PNOC-Enengy Development Corporation reserves the right lo accept or reject 
any Bid, lo annul the bidding process, and to reject all Bids al any te prior lo 
‘contract award, wihou thereby ncumng any tabiiy to tha aflected Bidder or Bidders. 
Bids and Awards Committee 
PNOC-Energy Development Corporation 
clo Contracts Adminstration Group. 
Buding V. Energy Compound, Mernit Road 
Fort Bonifacio, Taguig Cay, Metro Mania 
Tet (632) 893-6001. 
Fax: (632) 840-1461 
wuw.onergy.comph 
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Wild Orchid 
in full bloom 
at Carmona 


By Musong В. Castillo 


‘CARMONA, CAVITE—WILD ORCHID 15 NOW 
backinshape. 

Coming out of the longest layoff of her career 
after a foot injury, Wild Orchid annihilated the 
field in the Imported Stakes Series third leg yes- 
terday under Jonathan Hemandez at the San 
Lazaro Leisure Park here. 

The five-year-old bay daughter of High Yield 
out of Dove Orchid won by close to five lengths 
over Leave No Doubt in 1 minute and 49 seconds 
(10-23-25-24'-26) for the 1,750-meter race. 

Her time was just a full second off the all-com- 
ers mark set last year by another Hermie Esguer- 
ra superhorse, Real Spicy. 

Irene's Fantasy the lone import from the Unit- 
ed States, checked in third, another length be- 
hind Leave No Doubt, and nipped second choice 
Golden Link by a neck. 

"The win was worth P480,000 for the handlers 
of Wild Orchid, who will now be one of the hors- 
es to beat in the grand championship slated later 
inthe year 

third for most of the race, Wild Orchid 
gobbled up Golden Link near the far tum and was 
three lengths dear entering the final bend. 

Leave No Doubt, with JA Guce, won 
P180,000, while Irene's Fantasy, under Antonio 
Alcasid, settled for P100,000. Golden Link, with 
Ferdinand Raquel, took home P40,000. 


CSL 


We also:offer.Mi 


Golf Bags -& Varicusikinde 
of Corporate giveaways 
Located at 2574 P Binay St. 
san Isidro, Makati 
For inquires pls. Call 


844-4737 | 889-3063 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


CEBU ERUPTED FOR FIVE RUNS IN THE SECOND INNING AND 
claimed the first semifinal slot with a 9-5 victory over Laguna 
yesterday in Baseball Philippines’ pilot series at the Rizal 
Memorial ballpark. 


Jerome 

Bacarisas dou- 
bled home two 
runs to high- 
light the si-hit, 
five-run splurge 
that sent the 
Dolphins on the 
way to their 
third straight 
win in the sin- 
gle-round elimi- 
nations among 
five teams. 

Southpaw Joseph Orillana picked up 
the win by shutting out the Tigers in five 
innings despite giving up four hits. 

Negros scored in all but two of eight in- 
nings to rout Makati, 10-4, and improved 
to 1-1, in a tie for second with idle Manila 

laguna dropped to 0. 

Makatis 1-2 slate, and seemed in danger 
of getting booted out. 

“We are playing very well as a team,” 
said Cebu team manager Isaac Bacarisas. 
“But today its our power hitters who did 
the most damage.” 


STANDINGS 
Cebu 
Manila 
Negros 
Makati 
Laguna 0 
GAMES SUNDAY 
(Rizal balipark) 
Sam—Negros 
vslaguna 
1pm—Cebu vs Manta 


Cebus fiverun mm- „С 
page with а double 
thatscored Korean Je- 
un Sun. Darwin dela 
Calzada and Miggy 
Corcuera also con 
tributed run-scoring 
singles in the on- 
slaught. 

laguna had actually 
scored a run in the first 
inning but it was 
nullified when of- 
ficials questioned . 
the eligibility of $, 
Elmer del Rosario ^^ 
and Edwin Andrade. 


м 
3 
1 
1 
1 


Julius Visaya. 


of this; 


STANDINGS 
Tagaytay 
ligan 
Ozamiz 
Pagadian 
Valencia 
GenSan 
Quezon 
Davao 
Hilo 
GAMES TODAY 
(Orta Sports Complet 
Spm.— Quern vs toio 
7pm--Dzmiz 


DEFENDING CHAMPION OZAMIZ COTTA AND 
cellar-dwelling Toyota Iloilo begin their northern 
swing in the 2007 Spring Cooking Oil-NBC Na- 
tional Cup basketball tournament today by fac- 
ing separate rivals at the Oreta Sports Complex 
in Malabon City. 

‘The Iloilo Warriors of businessman Robert Uy 
and top backer Mayor Jerry Trenas will parade 
five reliable newcomers against Quezon Villa 
Anita in the 5 p.m. opener, while Ozamiz will test 
frontrunning Tagaytay-Spring Cooking Oil in the 


w 
5 
6 
5 
7 
5 
4 
4 
3 


L 
1 
2 
2 
6 
4 
4 
5 
8 
8 


Jordan Orobia ignited Ф 


LAGUNA Tigers? Ferdi: 


Tt tumed out Del Socorro was not in the 
original lineup submitted by Laguna while 
Andrade wore the uniform of teammate 


Organizer Chito Loyzaga dismissed the 
incident, however, and charged it to the 
fledgling league's inexperience. 

“We don't want to make a big issue out 
he said. “And the teams both 


aii 


б eret 


by Denver Largo. 


But Jeung eventually settled down and 


Cebu raked Rolando Delos Reyes, 


7 pm. nightcap. 

Toyota-lloilo has added Dennis Daa, Floyd 
Dedicatoria, Chris Baluyot, Paul Guerrero and 
Christian Coronel to йз lineup as it makes a seri 
ous bid to climb out of the cellar. 

"This is а fresh start for the team," Uy said of 
the Warriors. “We're not yet out of the title case. 
The conference is sill long,” 

Daa, a tough inside operator, is expected to 
back up Ruel Balgos, who has been chuming out 
big numbers for lolo. 


ig of Cebu second baseman Roldan Bacarisas. 


agreed to start the second inning at0-0.” 
Cebu gambled on Jeung Sun, who took 
over from Orillana in the bottom of the 
sixth, and Laguna seized the chance to 
threaten at 3-5 behind a three-run double 


took over from eventual losing pitcher 


MONDAY, JUNE 11,2007 


ОЕ 


RANUM 


Femando Badrina, with two runs each in 
the eighth and ninth innings. 

Uinescores: 

FistGame АНЕ 

Cebu 050 000 0229-144 

Laguna 0070080025132 

SecondGame АНЕ 

Maka 010.008 000 49-1 

Negros 021211 30x 10-9 


who 


Ozamiz, Iloilo take on North quints today 


‘Quezon is also banking on new recruits Danny 
Capobres, Jeffrey Sanders and Ogie Gumatay. 

“The Cooking Oil Masters of NBC president 
Nathaniel “Тас” Padilla and league EVP Mayor 
Bambol Tolentino hope to get back at their tor- 
mentors in last year's finals. 

Mayor Reynaldo Parojinogs Ozamiz. cagers 
swept Tagaytay Spring in the best-of-three title 
series, but they could be in big trouble now. 

Although they lost Nino Marquez to А21, the 
Cooking Oil Masters sil packed plenty of power 
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Experience genuine 4 


the new SUZUKI JIMNY. 


x 4 power in a convenient compact body with; 


its 1.3L DOHC 16-valve engine provides quick response and high fuel 

efficiency, while its 4x4 system and high ground clearance allows you 

to go anywhere you want. 

It would take you over the river, through the woods, up the hils and 

highways down to the fioods and traffic of the Metropoli 

iti not where you go. It's what you drive. panenn 
зао талога 


BODY COLOR: AZURE GRAY, . 


RES 


SSUZUKI 


Way of Life! 


fon 


SUZUKI AUTO PAMPANGA 
Ғапу Сап, ic. 
(0) 0-597145) 961-9578, 


SUZUK AUTO DAVAO 
моют Davao Corporation 
(oe 250-140 234-0300 


suzu AUTO SHAW 
“Tee Shaw Mote 
Paza Cop. 

718-1096 1935 


suzua AUTO CEBU 
Cebu Алосетгәе Cor. 
(zy 520921 (032) 345-0009 


эшл AUTO, 
Aras Motor Stes 
[e 
d 
SULJGAUTOLEGASP SUZUKI AUTO ZAMDBOANGA 
sem Motors cel Манон. ic. 
OSAN 472957710 701472:9659 (082) 90-1492 062) 891-1128 
zuki.com.ph 


SUZUKI AUTO COMMONWEALTH 
Punco Moto Corporation 
951-2201 910 


SUZUKI AUTO KALOOKAN 
мага Моют Caroraton 
вен 3052008 
3553011 65 
‘SUZUKI AUTO MANILA ВАУ 
pod 


‘SUZUKI AUTO makan 
Heaters Motor Corporation 
16-4097 610-381 61-737. 


suzu AUTO DAGUPAN 
Amianan Motos 
(BPS) 817-17-17 0080/9000 


suzuwauto nono 
Kolo Cer Сор. 
(629) 32070201 808-2777 


SUZUKI AUTO ensa 
Рамо Sales Corporation 
[oo 


suzma AUTO QUEZON ave. 
Sunny Motors Group, ine. 
mananao 
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Exporters urged to tap rediscounting facili 


BSP seeks to ease forex burden on traders 


po 


By Michelle V. Remo | IN THIS ISSUE i cu Келе | СЕТ x 


Mose t ч Pressure seen to upset | 
THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG @SMC prepares to issue cd d market this week 


ilini METN ^ 

Pilipinas has urged exporters © 1.5B preferred shares/B5 | | iP MET SY TRADES ARE EXPECTED TO 
tap its dollar rediscounting facil- Эртте As ofS pam. jure 8, 2007 prap raeng sel i 
ity to protect the traders’ gains E RP asked to plug ч < гр ВЫ 


арасы) ЁШ of Asian and US ч 
from the ill effects of an appreci- leaks, not levy taxes /B7 " PRESSURE 82 “4 
ating peso. 


BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. said ал 
exporter would only need to present to a bank 
a purchase order from a client to secure a dol- 
lar loan under the rediscounting facility. 

The exporter may want to secure a dollar 
loan and immediately convert it to pesos if he 
thinks the peso will further appreciate in the 
future, Tetangco said. 

This, in effect, will allow the exporter to 
obtain the payment for his goods and con- 
vert the dollars into pesos at the then prevail- 
ing exchange rate even before the client pays 
him. Any change in the exchange rate by the 
time the payment is made by the client will 
no longer affect the exporter and his cost in 
producing the shipped goods. The dollar 
payment obtained may be used in paying the 
loan. 

Exporters are also assured of lower rates on 
their dollar loans as banks get the dollars they 
are lending out from the BSP at discounted 
rates. 

The rediscounting facility protects not only 
exporters but also banks from possible foreign 
exchange losses. With the discounted rates, 
the facility should encourage banks to lend 
more. 

The BSP chief said the rediscounting facili- 
ty was one of the measures that could help 
ease the burden on exporters caused by a ris- 
ing peso. 


“The dollar rediscounting facility has been : " ы ng шт 
available for some time now, but availment mc ER 


has been small," Tetangco told reporters on 
Friday. The facility was put in place in the late 
19905. 

Tetangco said he was hoping that more ex- 
porters who were incurring foreign exchange. 


Mining poised 
for takeoff, but 
old woes persist 


By Daxim L. Lucas 
(Firstofowo parts) 


THESE ARE HEADY DAYS FOR THE LOCAL 
mining industry. 

Given up for dead by foreign investors in 
the 19905, Philippine mining firms are now 
riding the crest of an investment wave that 
could see equity inflows of as much as $6.5 
billion over the next few years. 

ими this expected surge in investments 
is the combination of strong commodities 

prices on the world 


SPECIAL market, and a large 
deposit of metals and 
REPORT TD mes in the 
region, i second only to that of Indonesia. 
international experts at the just concluded 
7th Asia-Pacific Mining Conference and Exhi- 
bition described the prospects of the industry 
in glowing terms, pointing to the strong de- 
mand from China, and the growing demand 
from India, as the factors that will sustain the 
ongoing boom for the next two decades. 

“in these two counties, strong economic 
growth will fuel demand for metals until 2030," 
Said Citigroup's Asia-Pacific head of metals and 
mining Alexander Molyneux. "Thisis the mega- 
cycle that we've been talking about” 

‘Already, metals prices worldwide have sky- 
rocketed on the back of Chinas frenetic econom- 
ic growth, which has fueled demand for almost 
everything, from high- to low-grade ore from 
‘mining firms to scrap metal from junk shops. 

As it stands, China's voracious appetite for 
base metals like copper and nickel. for which 
it consumes about 15 percent of global pro- 
duction —is already enough to send prices to 
present record levels. 

According to Molyneuz, this trend would 
continue and even accelerate in coming 
years, as he pointed to statistics showing that 
China and India would need as much as 150 
percent of present-day global production lev- 
els of copper and nickel. 

"By 2050, both countries would need as 
much as 200 percent of today's [total] copper 
Supply and 300 percent of today's [total] 
nickel supply" he said. 

Tor Asean countries rich in these base met- 
als and bulk commodities, the opportunities 
for profit are as clear as daylight. perge — TP RES 


"These opportunities are especially clear for | me күр Ed cog pum mine Na Е 
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WHAT COUNTRY WOULD ENCOUR- 
age capital flight and, at the same 
time, restrict foreign capital from 
coming in? Foolish, you would say? 
What we are accustomed to see coun- 
tries do, of course, is the other way 
around: strive to keep money in, 
while trying very hard to attract even 
more foreign money to come. 

How times have changed. The first 
is exactly what Thailand, Taiwan and 
a growing number of countries 
around us are trying to do these days. 


New paradigm 

Arecent article in Thai English lan- 
guage newspaper The Nation—head- 
lined “SEC calls for liberaliza- 
ton"—quotes — Secretary-General 
Thirachai Phubanatnaranubala of 
their Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission as saying, "we will encounter 
big problems if we don't allow the 
money out." Thirachai is pushing to 
relax restrictions on foreign invest- 
ments by Thai individuals. So far, on- 
ly institutional foreign investment 
funds are allowed to invest overseas. 


J IS 


No FREE 
LUNCH 


Cielito Е 
Habito 


Last December, the Bank of Thai- 
land (that country's central bank) 
shocked the financial markets when it. 
imposed capital controls—not on 
outward flows of the kind Prime Min- 
ister Mahatir imposed in Malaysia at 
the height of the Asian financial cri- 
sis, mind you—but on inward flows 
of foreign exchange! 

Nowadays, Thai financial authori- 
ties are talking of the “new paradigm, 
where the old conventional wisdom. 
on financial flows—i.e. keep money 
in, and attract even more to 
come—has been turned on its head. 


Sendit out, keep it out 
The mood nowadays, it would 
seem, is to send money out, and keep 


2,000 


and Companies 
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Capital flight, anyone? 


outsiders’ money out. 

The reason, of course, is the rapid 
appreciation of the baht (it seems, by 
the way, that you don't hear them use 
the word “strengthening” as much as 
we do to describe the movement of 
our peso), along with the rest of Asian 
currencies. On my last trip to Thai- 
land two weeks ago, I only got 33 
baht for my US dollar. In a previous 
trip months before, I remember get- 
ting 36 baht. If Filipino exporters are 
howling nowadays, their Thai coun- 
terparts must be getting delirious. 
From an export growth rate of 8.5 
percent last year, the Thai authorities 
now expect it to slow down to as low 
as 4.6 percent. Their latest overall 
GDP forecast for 2007 has conse- 
quently also turned somewhat grim, 
toa range of only 3.8-4.3 percent. 


Policy challenge 

The Thai authorities rightly see the 
baht appreciation as a crucial public 
policy issue. When confronted with 
the question of which policy direction 


SM taps 
SB Capital 


SB CAPITAL INVEST- 
ment Corp., the in- 
vestment — banking 
arm of Security Bank, 
was tapped by SM 
Prime Holdings as 
co-lead arranger for 


SOLE AUTHORIZED PHILIPPINE DISTRIBUTOR: 
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ALL VISUAL & LIGHTS SYSTEMS 


АСС Corporate Center 
187 E Rodriguer i Ave. Ubit Que: 
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ViewSonic 


CAN 


wrong! 


its P4-billion floating 
rate notes. 

The notes will have 
a tenor of 5 years and 
will mature in 2012. 
The proceeds from 
the issue will be used 
by SMPH to fund its 
ongoing capital ex- 
penditures and refi- 
nance short-term 
obligations. 

Conrado А. Gloria 
Je, SB Capital execu- 
tive vice president, said 
the transaction was in 
line with SB Capitals 


7 THE MOST POPULAR CARD PRINTER IN THE PHILIPPINES 
Zebra Card Printe 
PROVEN RELIABILITY AND CREDIBILITY 


with top-tier Philippine 
corporations. 


Pressure 
seen ... 


From page BI 
stocks, traders said. 

“The market wil sil 
be under some pressure 
but bias is toward some 
rebound,” said Francisco 
Liboro, president of PC- 
А Securities, “investors 
may take profits ahead 
of seasonal trends" 
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Я Hitachi Hard Disk Drives, Always a Notch Above the Rest 


Enjoy greater value with HP Care Pack 


HP Care Pack services extend and uplift ihe existing warranty 


Introducing Largest Ever. Storage Capacityl, of your HP products, keeping your business up and running. 
Е аны a a ыы Backed Бу HP's team of support professionals, you get 


outstanding service quality and peace of mind so you can 


Hitachi Global Storage Technologies". Mone mecroics ine. focus on your business. 
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HP Care Pack 


For your total peace of mind 
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PEO 


In Memory of 


Wawa 


at the age of 96. 


Alfonso, Jose, Mercedes, and Lorenzo 


Novena masses are at 7:30 p.m. 


Ester A. Araneta 


who peacefully joined her Creator on June 9, 2007 


Her loving family, her husband Amading (+), 
her children, Judy and Gerry Roxas (+), Nene and Stella Araneta, Baby and Raul Fores, 
her grandchildren, Ria and Gus Ojeda, Mar and Dinggoy Roxas (+), 
Veana, Margarita, Joe and Rosanna, Oye and Malou, and Bledes Forés, 
her great-grandchildren Ana, Pia, Raulito, Amado, Luis, Erica, Paolo, 


and other relatives and friends request the pious reader to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 
Her remains lie in state at Bahay na Puti, P. Tuazon Boulevard, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Thursday, June 14, 2007 at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina 


immediately after the 9:30 a.m. funeral mass at the Christ the King Parish, 
Greenmeadows Avenue, Quezon City. 


== mmm 
LEARN., you pal вру wort Aman 
ASSESS. your aigoiny lora po and waa 
АРАУ. band wen stance, 
USA VISA/IMMIGRATION SEMINAR 
AND MEDICAL STAFF JOBS 
June 29 — July 1, 2007 


де Fir. RGV REAL ESTATE CENTER 
5470 Озтейа Hiway, Makati City 


Secondo Gioretta1 
Telf 894-0282 
‘Agencia de Makati 
Speaker Direct from USA: „Tew 889-7956. 

ATTY. ERICK DIVINAGRACIA 
USA IMMIGRATION LAWYER 
EASTSIDE LAW GROUP BELLEVUE, 
WASHINGTON, USA. 


APPLY FOR HOT JOBS IN MEDICAL FIELD 
USA STAFF SEARCH AND PLACEMENT 
MARKITECH, LLC 
Kirkland & Everett, Washington, USA 
Admission: P1,500 includes: seminar fee, 

job application, snacks 


Dani 


5 seminar SCHEDULE: 
June 29, 2007 (Fri) 9:00-41:00, 1:00-3:00, 4:00-6:00 
June 30, 
July 1,2007 (Sun) 9:00-11:00, 
Reservation recommended. Email о: 
contact@markitech.us 


7269687 


FOR SALE: 
BEACH FRONT LOT IN 
MATABUNGKAY, BATANGAS 
1,200m? - 8M negotiable 


À PLS. CALL : 0917-8437373 07 URVAN 


ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 


FOR SALE: 
18 HECTARE FISHPOND 
IN BULACAN 
8M NEGOTIABLE 


PLS. CALL : 0917-8345580 09213497110 


BEST APPRAISAL 


09178884040 


mal мобы ло] 


ELEUTERIO $. COJUANGCO 


LABOR ATTACHE 


peacefully joined his Creator 
on June 8, 2007. 


Hisloving family, other relatives and 
friends request the readers to pray for 
his eternal repose and happiness of 
his soul. 

His body lies in state at La Funeraria 
Paz. Cremation will be on 
June 13, 2007, 11:00 a.m. at the 
Paz Crematory. 


1818716 1964371 


Notify family and friends 
of a loved one who had just 
passed away. 

We accept death notices, announcing details 
of the person's wake and interment. For a very 
affordable fee you can reach out to everyone 
who have been a part of the life of your 
dearly departed. For more information, 
you may contact Inquirer Classifieds 
at (02)897 8425. 


More Classified Ads 
A24 


A28 
A28 


A29 


+ Camarines Sur lll 
Electric Cooperative 
;j - DepEd Region X 
- Leyte Metropolitan 
| Water District 
- PNOC 


For your Classified Ads requirements, call our 
Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


Head Office: 
897-8808 
loc. 514, 516; 
899-4425; 899-4427; 
897-8425 (Telefax) 


Makati: 
892-5578; 811-4361; 
811-4370 


Kalaw: 
528-0213; 527-3342 
Cubao: Megamall: 
912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 


635-0219, 635-0220 


EDF 665; 


MANUEL LOPEZ GUZMAN 


(29 November 1928 — 4 May 2007) 


UPHS, 1948; BSME, UP, 1952; MIM, UP, 1955 
PMC/Procter and Gamble, Philippines, 1952-1991 


Оп WEDNESDAY, the 13th of JUNE 2007, 
the 40" day of his passing, masses will be offered 
for the repose of his soul at: 


Monasterio de Santa Clara, Katipunan Ave., QC 
St. Ignatius Church, Singapore 
St. John the Baptist Parish, Pinaglabanan, San Juan 
St. Vincent the Paul Parish, San Marcelino St, Manila 
St Ignatius Church, Singapore 
St. John the Baptist Parish, Calamba City, Laguna. 
‘San Agustin Church, Intramuros, Manila 
Christ the King Parish, Green Meadows Ave., Q.C. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, U.P. Village, Q.C. 
Minor Basilica of the Black Nazarene, Quiapo, Manila 
Parish of the Holy Sacrifice, UP Diliman, О.С. 
Santo Domingo Church, Quezon Avenue, Q.C. 
Santo Niño de Tondo, Zamora St, Tondo, Manila 
Santuario del Santo Cristo, Blumentritt, San Juan 
Shrine of the Divine Mercy, Maysilo Circle 
Mandaluyong 
St. Alphonsus Mary de Liguori Parish, 
Magallanes Vilage 
Sta. Maria della Strada, Loyola Heights, Q.C. 
St. John Bosco Parish, Amaiz St., Makati 
St. Joseph Shrine, Aurora Blvd. Project 3, О.С. 
St. Peter the Apostle Parish, Quirino Ave., 
Paco, Manila 
Blessed Sacrament Fathers and Brothers, 
Sta. Cruz Church 
St. Anthony's Shrine (V.O.T.), Sampaloc, Manila 
St. John the Baptist Parish, Pinaglabanan, San Juan 
‘Our Lady of Consolation Parish. Mira Nia, О.С. 
Parish of Our Lady of the Abandoned, 
Sta. Ana, Manila 
San Fernando de Dilao Parish, Paz St. Paco, Мапа 
San Isidro Parish, Taft Ave., Pasay City 
St. Andrew the Apostle Parish, Bel-Air, Makati 
St. James the Great Parish, Ayala Alabang 
The Ascension of Our Lord Parish, Lagro, Q.C. 
Mary, Queen of Peace, Our Lady of EDSA Shrine, Q.C. 7:00 p.m. 
Sto. Niho de Paz Community, Greenbelt, Ayala Center 7:00 p.m, 


6:00am. 
Tam. 
715am. 
Ti5am. 


‘Thank you for your prayers. 


__ Even when | walk 

| through a dark valley, | feel по harm. 

For you are at my side, ‘your rod 
and staff give me courage...” 


«Psalm 23: 
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BusINESS 
NBC eyes more services, not just mobile TV 


MONDAY, JUNE 11,2007 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


CLARK — FREEPORT—NATION 
Broadcasting Corp. (NBC), a ra- 
dio and TV network operator 
where the Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. (PLDT) hasa 
stake, is not limiting itself to a 
mobile TV venture but is also 
looking into other digital ser- 
vices. 

“We have a big initiative in mo- 
bile TV and we are investing alot 


SMC prepares 
to issue 1.5B 
preferred shares 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


in the research alone, but itis not 
our only initiative,” said NBC 
CEO Raymund Miranda at a sem- 
inar here organized by the Eco- 
nomic Journalists Association of 
the Philippines. 

NBC is a unit of MediaQuest 
Holdings Inc., a wholly owned 
subsidiary of PLDT's Beneficial 
‘Trust Fund. 

PLDT's cellular phone service 
arm, Smart Communications 
Inc, has fixed a budget of S50 


vtilities, mining and infrastruc- 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE GIANT 
San Miguel Corp. is preparing to 
tap the capital markets with the 
issuance of 1.5 billion preferred 
shares 

In documents filed with the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commis- 
sion (SEC), San Miguel said it 
had gained board approval to is- 
sue 1.5 billion preferred shares, 
the proceeds of which will be 
used to pay debts, fund new busi- 
messes and acquisitions and to 
implement a possible share buy- 
back. 

Informed sources told the IN- 
quier that the preferred shares 
could raise as much as $2 billion 
for the company. 

Related to this plan, San 
Miguel also plans to hike its au- 
thorized capital to P37.5 billion 
from P22.5 billion, consisting of 
7.5 billion shares ata par value of 
PS each. 

San Miguel is beefing up its 
war chest as it scouts for “new en- 
gines of growth" outside its tradi- 
tional food, beverage and pack- 
aging operations. 

‘The company said it plans to 
invést in new high-growth busi- 
nesses such as power generation 
or transmission, water, other 


Gov't revises Transco 
bidding documents 


By Abigail L. Ho 


The recommendation to ven- 
ture into new businesses was 
made by SMC's financial advisor 
Goldman Sachs. 

San Miguel's board said it was 
timely to “actively consider de- 
veloping new engines of growth” 
to further augment the gains real- 
ized from its current core busi- 
nesses. 

INQUIRER sources said that to be 
a formidable player in the power 
industry, which includes power 
generation, distribution and 
transmission, SMC would need 
$1 to $2billion. 

‘San Miguel plans to ask stock- 
holders in a meeting next month 
to approve its planned foray into 
new businesses. 

Stockholders representing at 
least two-thirds of the outstand- 
ing capital stock of the company 
must give their approval for the 
plan to go through as provided 
by the Philippine Corporation 
Code 

Market analysts, however, had 
earlier expressed 'concem over 
San Miguel's diversification plan, 
saying this may further bloat the 
companys huge debt burden, 
which as of June 2006 stood at 
around P137 billion. 


The improved bidding docu- 
ments should be completed by 
September, he said. 

Ina separate interview, PSALM 
president and chief executive 
Jose Ibazeta said that to get more 
investors interested in the 
‘Transco concession, the govern- 
ment agericy would be conduct- 
ing a road show in the first week 
of July, which will cover Singa- 
pore, Hong Kong and London. 

“We're very optimistic that we 
can bid out (the Transco conces- 
sion) within the year,” he said. 

The government has tried and 
failed three times since 2003 to 
bid out the 25-year Transco con- 
cession. 

The auctions were declared 
failures when only one bidder 
showed up during the bidding. 


BENT ON PRIVATIZING THE 25- 
year National Transmission Corp. 
concession by December, the Pow. 
er Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management Corp. has laid down 
more “investor-friendly” provi- 
sions in the bidding documents for 
the concession agreement. 

Without citing specifics, Fi- 
nance Secretary and PSALM chair. 
Margarito Teves said a number of 
refinements in the terms of refer- 
ence should whet the investors 
appetite. 

"We're hoping that given the 
improvements in the documents, 
wwe could attract more investors 
this time to bid for Transco,” he 
said. "Were making them more 
investor-friendly" 


Exports 


From page B3 


of the island-economy's total global trade, 
iwhich was valued at $102.62 billion. 

з The Philippines used to be the 13th biggest 
itrading partner until Netherlands overtook 
the country in terms of trade. 

China remains Taiwan's largest trading 
partner with an 18.2-percent share of the lat- 
ter's aggregate trade in terms of value. 

Also, the Philippines was the 11th largest 
destination of Taiwanese exports with 2.12 
percent of total outbound cargo valued at 
some $54.45 billion 

‘The country ranked 20% among the largest 
sources of Taiwan's imports—down from 16th in 
2006—accounting for about 1.06 percent of total 
inbound shipments worth some $48.17 billion. 

Earlier this year, officials of domestic semi- 
conductor firms said they expected exports to 
grow at just between 5 percent and 10 percent 
this year amid forecasts of a global slowdown. 

‘The Semiconductor and Electronics Indus- 
tries of the Philippines or Seipi had said its 
members’ export performance was dampened 
in January and February, although there were 
signs of recovery in March. 

Inearlier pronouncements, Seipi officials have 
said repeating the sectors 2006 perfor- 
mance- having ` achieved а 10-percent 
growth would be possible but hard to accom- 
plish considering an expected downtum in glob- 
al demand due to the economic slowdown in the 
‘world's major markets such as the United States. 


million over the next three years 
to study and develop a mobile TV 
service in partnership with NBC. 

‘Together, the two companies 
have begun the trial broadcasts, 
such as the “Blaze of Glory: Man- 
ny Pacquiao versus Jorge Solis” 
bout last April. 

“Mobile TV ... is a big initiative 
and we have plans for IPTV, but 
we are also exploring digital га- 
dio, which can be accessed 
through the Internet, and visual 


are visuals 


ing," 


opposed to 


ket. 


radio, which is the same but there. 


feed such as a video of the artist 
or something similar. We are also 
thinking of podcasts, which is not 
broadcasting but 
Miranda said. 
Narrowcasting is sending out 
programs designed to attract а 
specialized market segment, as 


tries to appeal to the mass mar- 
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SPECIAL SALE! 
LIMITED TIME 


HP COMPAQ 7600 BUSINESS DESKTOP PC 


P 39,500.00 


“Pentium 4 541 (3.2 GHz) 

* 5I2MB Memory 

* 80GB HDD 

* Combo Drive 

* Microsoft Windows XP Pro 

* 144MB Норру Drive 

* Keyboard/Mouse 

«55502 15" CRT Monitor 

* Warranty for CPU 3/3/3 
and monitor 3/1/1 


PROTECTED WITH LIEBERT PSA ITON 600VA 
FROM EMERSON NETWORK POWER, 


Dataworx Office Solutions 
(047) 224-9237 


Digiworx Computer & Office Solutions, Inc. 


(045) 888-6437 


Globalchips Technologies 
(088) 857-5414 to 15 


МСО 


(nur erinra onra] 


For inquiries call 


Infoworx 
898-3355 | 57 


"Ng Khai 
(032) 346-2926 | 8920 


- ,,;Yütivo Corporation 
“241-4601, : 


1-800-441-6688 or (632) 867-3557 


or email ph.contact@hp.com 


GADGETS 
BEOWOUT! 
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"XRaZR V3 


Inspire the Next 


PROMO PERIOD: MARCH 15 to JUNE 30, 2007 ONLY 


e 


- For every purchase of Hitachi Hard Disk Drives entities 
you to join the raffle promotion. 
- PRIZES 
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One Asia putting 
up P100-M 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 
Manila Water plans to tap euro loan 


business park 


PROPERTY FIRM ONE ASIA DEVELOPMENT 
Corp. formally started the construction of a 
P100-million business park in Bifian, Laguna 
with a groundbreaking ceremony held recently. 

One Asia president Victor Н. Manarang 
said the facility would be the first state-of-the- 
art business and commercial hub south of the 
metropolis. 

“It will offer office and commercial lots in a 
park-like setting at prices lower than the pre- 
vailing levels along the national highway,” 
said Manarang. 

The facility is accessible from the South Lu- 
zon Expressway (SLEX) thru Mamplasan Exit. 

‘The project involves construction of wide 
roads, parking spaces, walkways for pedestri- 
ans, a multimodal transport terminal and 
fiber optic telecommunication system. 


LBP remittance 
business expands 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES, WHICH 
is beefing up its money transfer business, said 
it had serviced the transfer of $163 million 
‘worth of foreign exchange remittances to the 
country as of end-April. 

Gilda Pico, Landbank president, said the 
amount kept the bank on its way to surpass- 
ing its full-year goal of 5480 million in remit- 
tances. She said the amount was expected to 
reach $500 million. 

"In the next two quarters, we may have 
more remittances with the opening of another 
remittance center, this time in San Francisco 
(California, United States),” Pico said after the 
launching of an OFW cash card, a joint project 
of Landbank and Smart Communications. 

"The cash card allows recipients of remit- 
tances to withdraw their money from auto- 
matic teller machines. 

Landbank has remittance centers in Tai- 
wan, Singapore, Italy and Japan, Pico said. 

Michelle V Remo 


MINING BIGWIGS IN MALACANANG 
Benjamin Philip С. Romualdez (center), president of the Asean Federation of Mining Associations, | 
introduces Indophil Resources NL managing director Tony Robbins to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo. Robbins led the geologists who discovered the Tampakan, South Cotabato copper 
deposits, known to be the third largest in the world and currently the largest in the Philippines. 
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AYALA-OWNED MANILA 
Water Co. is seeking a 60- 
million-euro loan from the 
international capital mar- 
ket to fund capital expen- 
diture requirements this 


According to a source, 
Manila Water's plan to avail 
itself of a foreign-denomi- 
nated loan has already been 
approved by the Monetary 
Board of the Bangko Sentral 
ng Pilipinas, which moni- 
tors the country’s foreign 
currency inflows and out- 


services 
about 5.1 million residents 
in the east zone of Metro 
Manila. This zone is com- 
posed of most of Quezon 
City, Pasig City, San Juan, 
Taguig and Mandaluyong 


Manila Water earlier said 
it had disbursed P4.8 billion 
for its capital expenditure in 
2006. Proceeds of the addi- 
tional foreign loans to be 
tapped this year are intend- 
ed to support more projects 
that are aimed at further en- 
hancing the water compa- 


The company said it had 
projects 
would expand the coverage 
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Ayala unit earmarks 
60M euro for capital 
expenditure this year 


By Michelle V. Remo 


of its services within the 
east zone. It added that 
these projects are also 
aimed at improving the effi- 
ciency of its operations and 
maintaining environment- 
friendly systems бог 
wastewater treatment and 
waste disposal. 

Manila Water earlier re- 
ported hitting a net income 
of P2.4 billion in 2006, high- 
er by 19 percent than its 
profit in the previous year. 
Profit growth was partly at- 
tributed to the expansion of 
its services within the east 
zone. 

In the first quarter of 
this year, however, the 
company registered a 15- 
percent decline in profit. 
From a net income of 
P600 million in the first 
three months last year, 
profit in the first quarter 
of 2007 hit only P509 mil- 
lion. 

Earlier, Manila Water re- 
vealed plans to spend P5 bil- 
lion for various wastewater 
projects that would improve 
sewerage and sanitation 
services in Metro Manila's 
east zone. 

The company recently 
started the construction of a 
septage treatment plant 
worth P608 million in Pinu- 
gay, Antipolo City 


that 


New fishing areas being developed 


By Amy В. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND 
Aquatic Resources is spearheading 
the development of certain regions, 
other than Mindanao, into becoming 
major sources of fish and other aqua- 
culture products. 

The offshore fishery sector of Re- 
gion l—which is primarily a veg- 
etable-producing area, except for 
Pangasinan—is being developed as a 
major source of tuna and seaweeds, 
according to BFAR Region 1 Director 
Nestor Denus Domenden. 

In an interview, Domenden said 
that with the aid of a payao, BFAR was 
shifting its focus from traditional to 
nontraditional fishing grounds. 

“A payao is a fish aggregating de- 
vice, which serves as an artificial 


house for small fish varieties. The 
payaos are submerged about six to 10 
meters below water surface to attract 
bigger fishes, including the likes of tu- 
na,” he explained. 

Each device costs about P80,000. 
The installed devices are cued by GPS 
coordinates so that only legitimate 
and accredited fishermen would have 
access to payao areas. 

He added that once established, а 
payao can be a fishing ground for 
about 20 fishermen. Each payao can 
yield about 30 kilos of fish in every 
fishing operation. 

Domenden said that for this year, 
BFAR would put up 21 of these de- 
vices in Pangasinan, La Union, Ilocos 
Surand Ilocos Norte. 

“We have to spread out fishing ac- 
tivities in various areas. If we don't do 


this and concentrate activities in tra- 
ditional shores, we might soon face 
depletion of fish stock,” he said. 

BFAR Region 1 is also putting up 
four mariculture parks in La Union 
and Pangasinan. This is also in line 
with efforts to expand and diversify 
sources of these products. 

Two of the mariculture parks 
would be located in Rosario, La Union. 
and Sual, Pangasinan. 

According to Domenden, the other 
two parks would be used for seaweeds 
production and they would be put up. 
in Dasol and Infanta, both in Pangasi- 
nan. One would be put up this year and 
the other by the first quarter of 2008. 

Region 1 has one mariculture park 
in Sto. Tomas, La Union, which is 
used mainly for fish production, It 
now has 11 locators. 


DA to put up food terminals in E. Visayas 


By Vicente S. Labro 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN CITY--THE DEPART- 
ment of Agriculture is implementing 
a project designed to help farmers 
market their products and extend 
shelf life 

The department plans to set up 
barangay food terminals in three ar 
eas in Eastern Visayas. 

Leo Caheda, DA-8 regional execu- 
tive director, said the DA had identi- 
fied San Julian town in Eastern 
Samar, a naval town in Biliran 
province and Ormoc City in Leyte as 
the sites for the barangay food termi- 
nal that would be established soon. 

Cafieda likened the proposed food 


No free lunch 


From page B2 


would promote the greatest good for 
the greatest number, one has to care- 
fully consider the welfare of those 
hurt by currency appreciation (e.g. 
export and tourism industry workers, 
overseas workers and their families, 
foreign investors and their employ- 
ees) against those helped by it (e.g 
importers, consumers, domestic citi- 
zens investing or traveling abroad). 
For an economy like Thailand, which. 
built its rapid income and employ- 
ment growth in recent decades on dy- 
namic export and tourism sectors, 
one easily understands why financial 
authorities would now be willing to 
take a policy stance that goes against 
what past conventional wisdom 
haveled them to. 


Hungry dog 

Thailand is far from alone in this 
seemingly perverse policy stance, all 
forthe sake of a more comfortable ex- 


terminals to the existing bagsakan 
sites in some major towns and cities 
in the region where farmers bring and 
unload their farm produce, to be sold 
laterto buyers. 

"We are still waiting for the final 
evaluation results from the team. But 
itsas good asa done deal because the 
DA regional office had committed to 
the establishment of the three food 
terminals," he said. 

The Barangay Food Terminal, he 
said, would carry vegetables and 
highly perishable food items, includ- 
ing fish. 

Cafieda said the project would also 
entail the establishment of post har- 
vest facilities 

"Well be putting up (in the food 


change rate. Taiwan now allows its 
citizens to invest up to US$5 million 
overseas, in effect urging capital 
flight. China has been trying hard to 
restrain foreign investment growth. 
With foreign reserves running out of 
their ears, they have also been lend- 
ing out money left and right, and as 
far out as Africa and Latin America. А. 
lot of it is coming to us in question- 
able deals like the multi-billion-peso 
national broadband network and the 
cyber education project, and we're 
lapping them up like a hungry dog. 


Misplaced devotion 

Meanwhile, the Bank of Thailand is 
restraining the National Economic 
and Social Development Board (NES- 
DB), their government's counterpart 
to our Neda, from financing mega- 
projects with foreign reserves, afraid 
of further boosting the supply of for- 
eign currency in their economy 
thereby pushing up the value of the 
baht even more. 


terminal) a number of post-harvest 
facilites including, cold storage facil- 
ities that would extend the shelf life 
ofthese products,” he said. 

Сайеда said the region was suffi 
cient in palay and rootcrops. However, 
Eastern Visayas continue to experience 
shortage of other agricultural products. 

“The food terminal concept will 
give us the advantage of being able to 
extend the shelf life of highly perish- 
able items and ensure their stable sup- 
ply as well as pricing,” he stressed. 

He said the proposed food termi- 
nals would be established in areas 
easily accessible to many people. 

He added that the food terminals 
would be located in areas where de- 
mand was high. 


Do our own authorities care, or 
even understand, as much? Secretary 
Romulo Neri of the Neda seems a 
lonely voice when he, describes the 
peso as now being “uncomfortably 
strong.” Along with many others with 
like mind, my friend Rey Angeles, au- 
thor of “The Peso Exchange Rate: 
Why Are We So Poor?” otherwise 
known as The Fuchsia Book, has long 
been lamenting what he sees to be the 
government's misplaced devotion to 
a "suong" peso. In his even more 
well-researched upcoming sequel, 
The Orange Book ("The Philippine 
Economy: Do Our Leaders Have a 
Clue?"), he documents how this poli- 
cy orientation has hurt, rather than 
helped, the wider majority of Fil- 
ipinos through the years 

With paradigms shifting all around 
us, it is well worth asking if we 
shouldn't be willing to make the shift 
as well. 

Comments ше 
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P5.7B set aside 
for Mindanao 
rural dev't plan 


By Amy В. Remo 


WITH P1.2 BILLION WORTH OF PROJECTS 
already in place, the Department of Agricul- 
ture has allocated Р5.7 billion more for the 
second phase of the Mindanao Rural Develop- 
ment Program which will cover various liveli- 
hood, environment and infrastructure pro- 
jects over the next five years. 

The DAs development program for the re- 
gion—covering 27 provinces across Min- 
danao—is anchored on an eco-friendly 
framework that aims to improve the lives of 
rural residents and modernize 225 municipal- 
ities. 

In a statement, Agriculture Secretary 
‘Arthur C. Yap said that the MRDP would be 
“mainstreaming” its natural resources man- 
agement to preserve and protect the environ- 
ment. 

This move, he said, would ensure the sus- 
tainability of growth for future generations. 

“The program will push for environmen- 
tal sustainability through various infras- 
tructure and livelihood projects, which are 
geared toward uplifting the lives of our im- 
poverished folk," said Davao Regional Di- 
rector Roger Chio, who also heads the 
МАРВ 

He added that the program also has а 
Coastal and Marine Biodiversity Conserva- 
tion project to promote the restoration of de- 
graded and overexploited habitats. 

The CMBC, which initially covered Sul- 
tan Kudarat and Maguindanao, helped es- 
tablish seascapes and empowered commu- 
nities in observing environmentally sound 
practices. 

According to Chio, the MRDP also aims to 
wean away communities from sources of 
livelihood seen to be detrimental to the envi- 
ronment and provide them with alternative 
means of income. 

Under the first phase of the МАРВ sever- 
al projects, including 700 km of farm-to- 
market roads, nine single-lane bridges, 43 
irrigation systems and 28 units of potable 
water facilities, have been completed. To 
date, the program has served 40,000 
households. 


Mining poised ... 

From pagabi 

whose members have languished for a decade 
due to a dearth of interest and capital from 
foreign investors. 

“The demand is there, and is set to increase 
further,” said Benjamin Philip G. Romualdez 
who head's the industry's lobby group. "It re- 
ally depends on us if we can capitalize on 
these opportunities over the next few years.” 

Romualdez, who also heads a firm that spe- 
cializes in gold mining, pointed out that the 
country's recently revamped regulatory and 
legal environment puts it ahead of mining 
powerhouse Indonesia, which is just begin- 
ning to struggle with issues that the Philip- 
pines had already hurdled. 

This, he said, puts the local mining industry 
in a unique position to meet international de- 
mand for metals while Indonesia is still trying 
to getits act together. 

"In many ways, we've already gone 
through what they're going through now,” he 
said, pointing to the Indonesian government's 
ongoing debate over issues like the environ- 
ment, foreign investor protection and regula- 
tion, among others. 

‘On the ground, however, old problems persist. 

In an interview arranged by anti-mining 
advocates, Timuay tribal chief Jose Anoy 
claimed that he and other members of his 
tribe were evicted from their ancestral do- 
main after Canadian firm TVI Resource Devel- 
‘opment Phils. Inc. opened its gold mining ор- 
eration in Siocon, Zamboanga del Norte. 

Anoy said he holds a valid title to a parcel of 
Jand that was awarded to him by no less than 
President Macapagal-Arroyo a few years ago. 
Since the entry of TVI, however, he lost access to 
his property and was forced to relocate after it 
was fenced off by ТМ as part ofits mining claim. 

“Our rights, according to our indigenous 
Jaws and according to Philippine national 
Jaws, have been repeatedly violated and no 
one in authority has protected us," he said. 

His complaints, and others like his, are 
casting а pall on the mining industry's cele- 
bratory mood, and posing tough questions to 
policymakers who must balance the compet- 
ing interests of powerful lobby groups. 

(To be continued.) 


Exporters urged ... 


From page Bl 
losses due to the peso appreciation would tap 
this facility. 

He earlier admitted that the pace by which 
the peso was rising was already worrisome. 
The currency breached the 45-to-the-dollar 
level early this month after breaking into the 
46-51 territory in April. 

A strong peso means exporters, who get 
payment from clients in dollars, will get less 
in peso value. 

Government economic managers, howev- 
er, said the appreciation of the peso also had 
many economic benefits. For one, they said, it 
trimmed the peso value of the country's dol- 
lar-denominated debis, thereby easing the 
pressure on the budget. 

A stronger peso also makes imported goods 
cheaper, tempering the rise in consumer 
prices. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 


RP urged to plug leaks, not levy taxes 


WB says improved collection is key to gov't fiscal effort 


By Michelle V. Remo the government) to focus all its 
energies on raising and improv- 
THE WORLD BANK SAID THE ing tax administration,” he said, 
Philippines need notimpose new... explaining that “the potential for 
taxes, but urged it to intensify ef... raising revenues is just so large.” 
fortstoplugleaksinitscollection “(The new measures) are 
of existing taxes to ensure that not necessary in the short 
the government will meet its fis- term,” Von Amsberg added. 
cal targets despite the revenue “If there was a more credible 
shortfall in the first quarter. threat of enforcement against 
Joachim von Amsberg, World tax evaders, then tax compli- 
Bank director for the Philippines, ance will rise,” he noted. 
said there was no urgent need... In the first quarter of the year, 
for the government to imple- the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
ment new tax measures when collected only P143 billion in tax- 
Congress opens in July But he ез, falling short of the P15S-bil- 
stressed the problem of tax leak- lion goal set by the government 
ages was a critical element that for the three-month period. 
could sustain or break the coun- — This resulted in a budget 
пуз fiscal gains last year deficit of P52 billion, exceed- 
“My suggestion would be (for ing the projected ceiling of 


P45.8 billion. 

The Department of Finance 
said that the BIR, an attached 
agency, had already been tasked 
to implement several measures 
to improve tax collection so that 
the government could catch up 
with its full-year tax collection 
target of P675 billion, 

‘The tax collection target for 
this year is consistent with the 
aim of trimming the budget 
deficit to only P63 billion from 
last year's P64.3 billion. 

In 2006, the government 
performed remarkably on the 
fiscal front, reducing the deficit 
from as much as P146.8 billion 
in 2005. The deficit reduction. 
was credited to higher revenue 
and tighter spending. 


Revenue last year was boost- 
ей by the increase in the value- 
added tax rate from 10 to 12 
percent in February 2006. 
However, there have been, 
concerns that the fiscal gains so 
far achieved would not be sus- 
tained this year following the 
poor first quarter performance. 
The DOF said the govern- 
ment would need to push its 
privatization program to beef 
up revenue collection and help 
the BIR raise funds for the gov- 
ernment to trim the deficit. 
‘Von Amsberg said that after 
the government implemented 
new tax measures in the past 
year, it only has to come up 
with administrative ways to 
ensure that the taxes are accu- 


[В 


VON AMSBURG 


rately collected. 

He urged the Philippine gov» 
ernment to stay on track of its 
goal of having a balanced bud- 
get by 2008 and trim its debts 
in the medium term. 
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Banking talk with CEO of a regional giant 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


ASIA-PACIFIC, THE WORLD'S FASTEST 
growing region, is also British banking 
giant HSBC's single biggest market 
gobbling up about 42 percent of its 
portfolio. Its business in this dynamic. 
region has grown by 30 percent in the 
lastthree years. 

In an interview with Business Mon- 
day, during his recent visit to Manila, 
HSBC CEO for Asia-Pacific Michael 
Smith talks about the prospects for 
Asia, the impact of the region's main en- 
gines of growth, China and India, as 
well as the challenges and opportuni- 
ties for the Philippines. He is bullish on 
Southeast Asia, which has rebounded 
from the crippling currency turmoil of 
10 years ago, but is still quite cautious 
about Thailand. He also talks about 
banking innovations, the need to hire 
more fresh-out-of-college kids to infuse 
fresh ideas in IT and marketing and why 
the business of wealth management is a 
potential gold mine. 

Q: How's your business in Asia-Pa- 
cific and what do you expect to hap- 
penin the years ahead? 

A: The results in Asia Pacific have 
been quite spectacular and I think we're 
all set out to create a platform for future 
growth. It is the biggest market and is 
increasingly being important, Because 
of the difficulties in other markets—the 
economic slowdown in the US and Eu- 
rope, it means that Asia-Pacific has con- 
tributed more to HSBC group profits. 

The outlook in the region is pretty 
good. Banking is always more success- 
ful and profitable in countries that have 
a vibrant economy and they are an un- 


derlying player obviously of the econo- 
my. So if you are to consider Asia as a 
whole, every one of them is very buoy- 
ant and very well set for the next phase 
of development and it looks as though 
there's going go be continued growth. 
Will the banking system benefit from 
that? There will still be continuing con 
solidation in the system overall particu- 
larly in some countries and there will be 
continued pressure to deregulate in 
some countries that have not yet done 
so, for example India. 

‘And I think you'll find a number of 
the larger banks from the larger 
economies, particularly in China, which 
will become increasingly regional 
banks and thereafter becoming interna- 
tional banks. In 10-15 years time, 1 
won't be surprised that some of the 
biggest banks in the world will be Chi- 
nese. 

О: Butisn’t China having problems 
with its banking system now? 

A: The banking system in China con- 
tinues to face difficulties. Some of the 
structural reforms that are needed are 
still being completed but these banks 
are operating in a very vibrant, fast 
growing economy and therefore they 
have the capital resources to make ac- 
quisitions: 1 think the biggest question 
to ask is: do they have the management, 
the corporate background? 

Q: How would you assess the mar- 
kets affected by the Asian currency 
turmoil of 10 years ago—the Philip- 
pines, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand 
and Korea? 

A: Southeast Asia is poised for good 
growth. Malaysia is doing much better, 
looking very stable. Singapore too. In- 


b 


donesia is looking as good than it's ever 
been for many, many years; there has 
been some political weakness at the 
moment but I think the overall econo- 
my is moving the right way there. 

The Philippines has made huge 
progress over the last two to three 
years, since I was last here. It has basi- 
cally moved a long way in the right di- 
rection. You can see the difference; its 
quite tangible. 

Korea is moving ahead as well. It got 
outofits hole. They've got elections this 


HSBC's Michael Smith talks about 
the prospects for Asia, challenges, 
opportunities for the Philippines 


year which will slow 
things a bit but overall its 
really good. 

So I'm pretty bullish 
about Southeast Asia and 
of course I'll add to that 
Vietnam. 

The one thats more 
difficult to read is Thai- 
land. Obviously, the 
changes there are still a 
little bit difficult to read 
but it seems getting to be 
more reserved than being 
deregulated, or more reg- 
ulated than deregulated 

(Note: Thailand, the 
epicenter of the 1997 
currency turmoil, recent- 
ly imposed capital con 
trols to curb the influx of 

volatile foreign portfolio money). 

Q: Are you concerned about asset 
price bubbles in the region? We've 
been hearing warnings (such as from 
former US Federal Reserve chief 
Alan) Greenspan and there have been 
sporadic sell-offs in earlier months. 

think there are a number of cases in 
the world where prices have become 
too high. You could argue, for instance, 
that the London property market is 
overvalued. But things like the Shang- 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
‘management is the new 
buzzword in mining 


Investing in the 
environment pays 


‘Text and Photo 
by Maurice Malanes 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


ment system is the new catch- 
phrase at Acupan and top-level 
management officials and per- 


sonnel have sought to imple- 


(First of two parts) 


ment it as part of the compa- 


nys standard operating proce- 


ITOGON, BENGUET—A MIN- 
ing pioneer in Northern Luzon 
has proved that investing in en- 
vironmental management is 
actually profitable. 

And the company's efforts, 
officials say, may yet help re- 
store the tarnished image of 
the mining industry in the 
country in terms of environ- 
mental concerns. 


Overhauling mindsets 

But instituting what officials. 
of Benguet Corp. call EMS or 
environmental ` management 
system was no picnic as it also 
meant overhauling mindsets 
and attitudes. 

Many personnel and em- 
ployees, for example, used to 
treat leaks in their facilities as 
normal. 

“But even a small leak now is 
а big concern,” says Angelito 
Gomez, division manager of 
Benguet Corp.'s gold operation. 

Gomez says the firm's work- 
ers have become efficient in 
troubleshooting defective fa- 
cilities. The company, he says, 
could not afford to be penal- 
ized and suspended again by 
the Mines and Geosciences Bu- 
reau for an environmental vio- 
lation, 

The MGB suspended the op- 
eration of the company's Acu- 
pan contract mining project for 
almost a month and fined the 
company P160,000 because it 
found some of the company's 
discharges spilled into the Acu- 
pan River 

The violation occurred be- 
fore the Acupan project insti- 
tuted EMS in 2005. 

Environmental 


and 


and 


ples. 


manage- 


dures. 

Personnel of the Acupan 
project trained on EMS in 2004 
during a workshop organized 
by the Philippine Chamber of 
Mines in collaboration with the 
Canadian International Devel- 
‘opment Agency (Cida) under 
the “Pearl 2” project. Another 
training followed in February 
2006. 

“After the training, the chal- 
lenge for us was to internalize 
institute environmental 
management 
tions" 
mines environmental protec- 
tion and environment officer of 
the Benguet gold operation. 


The core proponents of EMS, 
led by Cancino, however, ad- 


in all 
Pete 


opera- 


says Cancino, 


Not easy 

Cancino and other person- 
nel who trained on EMS lost no 
time in forming an environ- 
mental committee composed 
of the president and the vari 
ous supervisors. 

The committee assessed the 
overall operation of the com- 
pany and reviewed corporate 
environmental policies. Then it 
addressed identified issues. 

‘The top issue was pollution 
control. Next was safety of 
workers, sanitation and sys- 
tematization (or lack of sys- 
tematic management of solid 
andliquid wastes). 

Acupan projects. officials 
supervisors 
meetings and workshops in 
which each personnel was ех- 
pected to learn and practice by 
heart EMS rules and princi- 
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Package Rates Inclusions: 
+ B-day valid Round-trip Fiesta Class airfare via Philippine Airlines 
+ Twin sharing in Star Cruises’ inside stateroom 
+ Full board meals 

Promo is valid from July-September 2007 sailing dates only. Rates applicable to Philippine 
passport holders, resident aliens with proof of residency and aliens traveling together 
Wit Philippine passport holders. 


Pr 
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Book 45 days in advance with Philippine Airlines 
and receive lower package rates that will take you 
on a magnificent Star Cruises holiday. 


hai Stock Exchange have reached a 
stage that is unsustainable so there will 
have to be a correction. 

Butif you look around on the whole, 
there's a bit of froth around a number 
of markets but actually some of what 1 
call relative values are still very good. 
Inflation is low, yields are still low, in- 
terest rate are still reasonable. I don't 
see a huge problem. I think it's a ques- 
tion of recognizing opportunities and 
also recognizing when something is 
overheating. You know everything is 
cyclical; what goes up goes down. 

Q: Coming from the currency cri- 
sis 10 years ago, everyone in Asia 
seems to be trying to do something 
about the strong inflows. Do you 
think the influx is sustainable and 
what do you think of the strategy by 
most countries in addressing these 
inflows? 

‘A: 1 think when you look at the in- 
flows of capital, there's what the real 
FDI (foreign direct investment or 
longer term money invested in facto- 
ries or other brick-and-mortar busi- 
messes) which, is generally what you 
call the good capital. Then you have 
the speculative capital in terms of how 
some hedge funds buy assets. But in 
many of these markets, it's very diffi- 
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If you think about it 


It’s as spacious as an SUV, 
sleek as a sedan. 


p 


Peaceful driving with the total 
noise reduction system feature. 


Pack an entire family's luggage 
Е EZ 


Travel in complete 
comfort and style. 


Worry: 
with 


It's the only 
in its class. 0 


This is it. 


The Chevrolet Optra Wagon. 


rsatility of an SUV with the Chevrolet Optra Wagon It has а 1.6 РОНС, E-Tec II | 


Enjoy the luxury of a sedan and the уе 
4 cylinder engine that delivers increased performance. The Optra Wagon's 60:40 split folding rear backseat allows 


even for your furniture. It's sleek, sophisticated and most of all, saves you money 


more than enough room 
lowest-priced wagon you can buy, for only P863,000 (manual transmission) 


The Chevrolet Optra Wagon is the 
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FIRST IT WAS THE WASTE TREATMENT 
plants, then it was the series of Waste Market 
Fairs, and the segregated waste cans. 

SM takes one more step down the green 
road as SM Supermarket introduces its envi- 
ronmental program, SM Cares, which stands 
for concerned and Responsible Eco-Shoppers. 

The centerpiece of the program is the 
GreenBag, in partnership with Unilever 
Philippines, the leading manufacturer of 
food, home, and personal care products. 


SM SUPERMARKET'S president Herbert Sy, former DENR 
Secretary Elisea Gozun, National Solid Waste Management 
Commission's Emy Aquinaldo and Unilever CEO Sanjiv Mehta. 


~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
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Mall takes another step 
toward the green roa 


The GreenBag is the first of its kind 
reusable shopping bag made from durable 
non-woven fabric that can last for approxi- 
mately two years’ trip of weekly trip to the 
grocery. This is in response to the country's 
solid waste issue, which the joint project 
hopes to address positively to change the Fil- 
ipino's consumption practices. 

This involves staring a new shopping habit 
by using and reusing the GreenBag instead of 
the usual plastic bags when shopping at the SM 


м 


qi 


GreenBag when shopping at the SM Supermar- 
ket, thereby reducing pollution and minimizing 
landfill use. 

SM shoppers can get their GreenBag for 
free with every P500 purchase of SM Super- 
markers Yellow Tag items, inclusive of one 
Unilever product. To encourage reuse, SM 
Advantage Cardholders will get extra reward 
points every time they use the GreenBag for 
their groceries. A maximum of three Green- 
Bags can be used per visit. 


Investing in the environment pays == 


mitted that institutionalizing the 
EMS was not easy. The most diffi- 
cult part was convincing all per- 
sonnel to get involved so every de- 
partment could formalize and in- 
tegrate EMS into its operation. 

“During our weekly meetings, 
some personnel would hesitate to 
participate, giving all forms of ex- 
uses," says Gibbrylyn Merez, en- 
vironmental manager of the Acu- 
pan contraet mining project. 


meetings. So we requested top- 
level management officials to in- 
tervene,” Merez says. 

‘The other personnel eventual- 
ly came to appreciate that the 
EMS proponents meant business. 
Personnel were soon organized 
into committees and each com- 
mittee was assigned to identify 
problems and find ways to solve 
these within certain deadlines. 

After а year of meetings and 


“Some would say they had to deliberations, the Acupan pro- 
beat some other deadlines, others jects environmental manage- 
would say they had other ap- ment program (EMP) was finally 
pointments, and still others in place. 


would come and go out of our 


“The beauty of it all was that 


while we were debating, we were 
also implementing [components 
of] the EMP,” says Cancino. “It 
didn't take us one year to imple- 
ment the approved EMPs.” 

The impact of the EMP is now 
evidentat the Acupan mine site. 

At the mechanical and electri- 
cal shops, for example, wastes are 
properly segregated and labeled. 
‘There are separate sealed drums 
for contaminated rugs and paper, 
fuel and oil filters, and used ой. 

These wastes are either dis- 
posed of in the tailings pond or 
recycled. Used bunker fuel is 
used for the company’s lime- 


manufacturing project in Baran- 
gay Irisan in Baguio City. 

The MGB, among other things, 
monitors quarterly the capacity 
of the Acupan project to prevent 
mine discharges from spilling in- 
to the river. 

As part of its EMB the Acupan 
project installed an additional 
pump downstream of the catch 
basin along tanks that hold mine- 
discharges. The additional pump 
пом prevents discharges from 
spilling into the river. 

‘Two layers of hollow blocks were 
also installed around the catch 
basin for the same purpose. And 
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MODEL 


Optra Sedan 1.6 LS Manual 
Optra Sedan 1.6 LS Automatic 
Optra Sedan 1.6 $$ Manual 
Optra Sedan 1.6 55 Automatic 
Optra Wagon 1.6 SS Manual 
Optra Wagon 1.6 55 Automatic 


CHEVROLET OPTRA FEATURES 


Total Noise Reduction System 
5-in dash CD player 

4-wheel disc brakes 

All power features/amenities 
Driver side airbag 

60:40 split folding rear backrest 
Anti-lock brake system 
Foglamps 


40.64 cm (16"] alloy wheels (SS variants only] 
205 RI6 tires (SS variants only) 
Wrap around body kit (55 variants only] 
Available in manual and automatic variants 
Rear spoiler (for Chevrolet Optra Sedan 1.6 SS only) 
2 Roof spoiler (for Chevrolet Optra Wagon 1.6 55 only) 
Tonneau car & cargo net (for Chevrolet Optra Wagon only) 


“For Chevrolet Optra Sedan 1.6 15 Manual 
Promo extended until June 30, 2007. Approved by DTI-NCR. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 1912, Se 
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somebody clears daily the catch 
basin, thus maximizing its use. 

Similarly, to prevent acid 
wastes from being discharged di- 
rectly into the Acupan River, a 
discharge pipe was installed from 
the assay laboratory (place where 
the proportions of metal in ores 
or concentrates are determined) 
tothe holding tanks. 

The Acupan project also in- 
stalled an additional pipeline 
from the mill to the Phase I! tail- 
ings pond. This improved how 
tailings are disposed of, again 
preventing spillover of tails to the 
Acupan-Ambalanga River. 


The EMP did not only promote 
aesthetics, but also made recy- 
ding a daily practice at the mine 
site. 

The EMP required contractors 
to carefully pile their sacks at the 
edge of Tailings Pond II. Succeed- 
ing sacks for disposal were prop- 
erly contained in a pit within the 
pond. 

Contractors were also required 
to recycle and reuse sacks. 

The company instituted other 
pollution-control and recycling 
facilities, which cost the company 
more than P5.3 million. (To be 
continued) 


Banking talk... srs: 


cult for them to acquire assets 
like China which is a closed 
economy and difficult to access. 
So 1 don't think there's really a 
huge concern on that, but T 
would agree that one of the best 
ways to deal with that, like when 
the reserves are too high, is to 
export that and look for poten- 
tial investment overseas. 

But somewhere like the 
Philippines, there's still a need 
to encourage investments and 1 
think it really needs to be chan- 
neled to infrastructure and key 
future industries like tourism 
and key infrastructure to sup- 
port tourism. So is there any- 
thing to be worried about? 1 
don't think so. The region de- 
serves capital because of its po- 
tential and its future growth 
prospects. 

Q: Which areas of banking 
do you think will grow fastest 
in the years ahead? 

А: In terms of opportunity, the 
area which is going to get the 
most interest is wealth manage- 
ment. As a country's per capita 
(domestic output) rises, the dis- 
posable income increases and the 
ability of the individual to man- 
age surplus cash or assets will be- 
come more and more important; 
as is the protection of that. So 1 
think insurance or things like an- 
пићу, capital-guaranteed invest- 
ment products—these will be- 
come more and more popular 
and it will give great opportunity 
to the banks. 

Q: What about other areas 
like middle-income corporate 
and consumer banking? 

A: Consumer banking is going 
to be increasingly important in 
the developing countries. 

I think the other area that we 
certainly, as a bank, has been 
giving quite a focus to is the SME 
(small and medium enterprise) 
market—because SMEs don't 
just need capital. They actually 
need cash management capabil- 
ities, 

They will still need something 
to manage their deposits, their 
spare cash. That has a lot of op- 
portunity moving forward. 

Banking overall still has a 
long way to go in the region and 
1 think we've still got to see the 
changes that will come about be- 
cause of technology. I mean, the 
direct banking initiatives that 
we have offered now in Korea 
and Taiwan (a 24/7 electronic 
banking platform) have been 
quite interesting and quickly re- 
ceived. 

There are other things Га like 
to look at-like mobile phone 
banking or having a credit card 
on your mobile phone. 1 think 
what we have to do is put few 
people in our marketing and IT 
(information technology) area 
who are straight out of the uni- 
versity—who have no fear of 
this stuff. I think at times we've 
been a little bit stuck to tradi- 
tions. 

Q: What opportunities do 
you see in the Philippine mar- 
ket? 

A; I'm very positive about the 
Philippines. You know ] came 


here two and a half years ago 
and it wasn't looking as healthy 
as it possibly could have been. 
However, we did believe there 
маза good opportunity to create 
a good personal financial ser- 
vices (PFS) business and 1 think 
we're along way down the track. 
Tt was the right decision at that 
time to invest in the Philippines. 
Its just a matter of building up 
the business and making it one 
of the key contributors in Asia 
Pacific. 

What about your whole- 
sale banking activities in the 
region and in the Philippines? 

That continues to do well. 1 
think the whole CIBM (Corpo- 
rate, Investment Banking and 
Markets) strategy is beginning 
to work. We have refocused our- 
selves as an an emerging market 
finance-led corporate and in- 
vestment bank and the place 
that holds most attraction is 
Asia-Pacific because of the fran- 
chise we already have in the re- 
gion. We have a customer source 
and it's just a matter of selling 
the product. 

In the Philippines, we've al- 
ways have had a good CIBM 
business. In fact, too much of 
our income proportion is possi- 
bly made by the markets busi- 
ness. But that is deliberate, 1 
want them to continue making 
money but also want the other 
areas to do more and the oppor- 
tunities are enormous. 

Things like infrastructure fi- 
nancing, I think, will become an 
increasing part of the volume. 

Q: Are there new areas in 
the Philippines you would like 
to getinto? 

А: If there's one area that Pd 
like to press here is insurance. 1 
think we're probably under- 
weight from where we are. We 
need more products, better 
product delivery, better strategy 
because there's a good business 
potential. 

Q: How would you compare 
the Philippines with other 
markets in Southeast Asia as 
far as growth potential and 
challenges are concerned? 

А: There are good opportuni- 
ties in the Philippines and they 
are similar ones faced by other 
countries in Asia. Basically, to be 
realistic, we must understand 
that the engines of growth are 
China and India and the proxim- 
ity of those engines of growth is 
going to be very important. The 
Philippines, by virtue of its natu- 
ral geographic proximity, is bet- 
ter placed than, say, a Latin 
‘American or an African country. 

‘The other advantage that the 
Philippines has is its labor force: 
165 an extraordinary resource, 
this human capital and also the 
natural resources, what you get 
from the ground like timber and 
tourism. 

So if you ask me how to com- 
pare the Philippines with Viet- 
nam, Thailand or Indonesia, all 
of these countries are well situ- 
ated and 1 would turn this 
around: It's up to the Philippines 
to lose it rather than пог having 
the opportunity го make it. 
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home entertainment a f 


By Raquel P. Gomez 


HE DAWN OF DIGITAL TV 
revolution is here as Pinnacle, 
a pioneer in consumer video 
capture and editing solutions, 
demonstrated to a group of media 
people a product that would allow 
consumers to enjoy on their com- 
puters TV programs from abroad. 
From a laptop, a Chinese soap opera airing 
in Singapore was shown. Then, another ТУ 
program from a remote area flashed on the lap- 
tops screen. The technology to make this hap- 
penis brought about by Pinnacle's PCTV To Go, 
а small gadget that pretty much looks like а 
wireless router device for PCs. 
PCTV To Go is a device that can be plugged 
into a video, satelite or digital cable TV source. 
Tt allows the transmission of TV or cable pro- 


XEED 


MULTIMEDIA PROJECTOR 


grams wirelessly to a remote PC. The device 
makes use of local networks or the Internet for 
the transmission of TV programs. 

Using the device, a viewer may enjoy any 
show from around the world, free of setup and 
monthly fees, says Pinnacle's Chris Lee. 

He adds that the device is ideal for overseas 
Filipinos, who are craving to watch their fa- 
vorite telenovelas or noontime shows even 
when they are abroad. 

Aside from that, the software that goes with 
the device allows you to record your favorite 
programs on your PC hard drive, which you can 
watch again and again. 

The PCTV To Go is just one item in a range of 
mew products which Pinnacle unveiled. The 
products allow consumers to take a peek into 
the future of entertainment. 

Lee says the products take into consideration 
key trends in digital entertainment, such as HD 
(high definition) format of videos and movies, 
video sharing on the web, such as those on 


AISYS and LCOS. 
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YouTube, and TV viewing on computers. 

One such product is the Pinnacle Studio 11, 
a simple-to-use video editing software for ordi 
nary people who wish to make their own 
movies. 

The powerful video editing software sup. 
ports new HD media types, such as the AVCHD 
and the new Microsoft Windows Vista. Pinna- 
cle Studio 11 also has a “one-click publish" fea- 
ture that allows consumers to upload their 
video content to a Yahoo! video sit. 

Then there's Pinnacle's SoundBridge—a PC 
and Mac plug-and-play device that allows con- 
sumers to listen wirelessly to Internet radio, 
mp3 or digital audio files contained in a remote 
computer 

Iteven allows for the listening of Internet ra- 
dio even if the computer source is off. 8D card 
slots let users listen to their favorite music even 
ifthe PC is switched off. 

“These are new products that make digital 
home entertainment a reality” says Lee. 
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Two technologies for unmatched image quality. 
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Аз the world's first LCOS projector with XGA resolution, the XEED X600 has all t 
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* Aspectual Illumination System 


Lcos Reflective LCD Panels 


ео showcase, Canon's XEED X600 will win any client over with its powerful performance. 
the precision and clarity of a high-end projector without the 
lion technologies: LCOS and AISYS. 


LCOS REFLECTIVE LCD PANELS 


“This advanced liquid crystal technology produces 
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It's not a lunchbox, 
it's a laptop! 


By Abigail L. Ho kind in the Philippines, is a key 
aspect of Intel's ICT for Educa- 
tion (ICT4E) initiative, in 
which the company works with 
Asia-Pacific governments to pi- 
lot best practice approaches to 
technology-enabled learning 

‘The Muntinlupa school is 
one of two local public schools 
that DepEd has identified to re 
ceive Classmate PCs. 

Marking the significance of 
the donation was the presence 
of Intel Corp. executive vice 
president Sean Maloney dur- 
ing the turnover of the Class- 
mate PCs to Muntinlupa Ele- 
mentary School students last 
week. 

Intel and DepEd are cur- 
rently working with 10 divi- 
sions, 13 public high schools 
and two public elementary 
schools to implement the 1:1 
e-Learning model in the coun- 
try. This is under Intel's global 
World Ahead program. 

The 1:1 e-Learning Program 
combines key factors such as 
infrastructure (Intel-based 
desktop and mobile PCs), con- 
nectivity (nerwork and high- 
speed Internet access), com- 
pelling content (online re- 
sources for math and science 
teaching tools and methodolo- 
gy), and teacher professional 
development to enhance class- 
room learning. 

“These components form a 
holistic and more meaningful 
approach to equipping the next 
generation of Filipinos with 
21st century learning skills: 
technology and media literacy, 
effective communication, criti- 
cal thinking, problem solving, 
and collaborative skills; Intel 
Philippines country manager 
Ricky Banaag said. 

“The 1:1 e-Learning ap- 
proach here at Muntinlupa Ele- 
mentary School is the first of 

13 such projects nationwide, 
where we have the opportu- 
nity to create an engaging 
and stimulating environ- 
ment where PCs are 
tools for learning 
rather than tools to 
be learnt,” he 

added. 


IT 18 SMALL AND LIGHT 
enough to pass as a lunchbox, 
but it has enough computing 
power for basic applications 
that can expose even kinder- 
garten-age children in emerg- 
ing economies to the wonders 
of informadon technology. 

Intel Microelectronics 
Philippines recently donated 
50 units of its “Classmate PC” 
to the Muntinlupa Elementary 
School, as part of its 1:7 e- 
Learning Project with the De- 
partment of Education. 

‘According to Intel, its Class- 
mate PC was designed for 
kindergarten to grade 12 chil- 
dren in emerging economies. 
из rugged and 
lightweight—perfect for little 
hands. 

Although the company de- 
clined to reveal the actual cost 
of Classmate РС, reports have 
it that these are manufactured 
for less than $400 each by one 
of Intel's OEM (original equip- 
ment manufacturer) partners. 

The Classmate PC runs on 
an Intel processor and comes 
with 1GB or 2GB flash-based 
memory instead of a hard 
drive. It can connect via tradi- 
tional wires or via wireless 
connections. 

it runs the Microsoft Win- 
dows XP operating system and 
has built-in elearning pro- 
grams 

These laptops are meant to 
complement Intel's global edu- 
cation initiative and will not be 
sold commercially. 

The donation of the Class- 
mate PCs under the Intel- 
DepEd 1:1 e-Learning Project 
will help ensure that each 
teacher and student will have а 
PC. 

"Тре project, the 


CLASSMATE 
PC, one of 50 
donated to public 
school children. 


Trading money online 


By Riza T. Olchondra percent to 33 percent a month on 
your capital through Online Forex 
Trading,” So said. 

"This allows you to earn dollars 
even while you are in the Philip- 
pines without the hassle of day-to- 
day business operations that nor- 
‘mally concern many entrepreneurs 
and corporate executives,” he said. 

“Traders need a computer and In- 
ternet access to trade sites, aside 
from having at least a basic knowl- 
edge of forex trading, 

"The Internet providesa wealth of 
information on the subject. But sift- 
ing through the available informa- 
tion may prove daunting and you 
need time to get acquainted with the 
jargon, as well as the technical indi- 
‘cators used in analysis,” he said. 

Bur because there is still an in- 
formation gap, education center 
Businessmaker Academy has been 
receiving a lot of inquiries about 
forex trading. 

In response to the clamor, it de- 
veloped online trading modules 
under the Fortune Forex Seminar 
series. The series has a Crash 
Course, a Full-Beginners Course 
and Advance Arsenal Courses. 

“Those classes are designed for 
Filipinos who would like to man- 
age their finances and expand their 
financial portfolio during their 
spare time,” So said. 

(More information about Busi- 
nessmaker Academy Fortune 
Forex Seminar Series for Online 
Forex Trading, can be found 
through — wwwbusinessmaker- 
academycom or at 1503A West 
Tower, Philippine Stock Exchange. 
Bldg, Ortigas Center, Pasig City) 


EARNING FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
‘without leaving the Philippines 
may seem like a dream scenario, 
but forex trading expert Mark So 
said that even ordinary con- 
sumers can start playing the cur- 
rency market with a bit of help 
from the Internet. 

Foreign exchange trading refers 
to the buying and selling of a coun- 
пух money, or currency. Like in 
stocks, people try to buy currencies 
low, sell them high then eam from 
the difference 

The currency marker is one of 
the world's biggest financial mar- 
kets, with an average of $1.9 tril- 
lion worth of foreign exchange 
changing hands every day, So told 
the Inquinsn via email. 

‘And entering the forex market 
no longer requires substantial capi- 
tal as many online brokerage firms 
now offer a forex "mini” and even 
“micro” accounts with very low in- 
vestment requirements. 

"This means that instead of the 
$10,000 capital required by some. 
local brokers, anyone with less 
than $500 can now trade using on- 
line trading sites. 

So said another advantage of 
online forex trading was that it is 
орел 24 hours a day, five days а 
week. This makes trading opportu- 
nities more frequent without the 
“middlemen” such as banks. 

"Although there are substantial 
risks involved, especially if you are. 
not equipped with proper financial 
education and discipline, you can 
conservatively gain about three 
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Text and photos by Dexter R. Matilla The Philippine Heritage Festival closes 


Contributor 
H ERITAGE ARCHITECTURE, today in Cagayan with a Latin Mass 


the site of a historic landing 
these Ward War Th and QU St. James the Apostle Church 


hatural bamboo resources—Leyte _ 

seems to have it all. Itis no wonder | 

then that the province was picked : 

by the National Commission on wwwnokiacomph/n76 
Culture and Arts (NCCA) as one of 

the host cities for this.years Na- 

tional Heritage Month with the 

theme “The Culture of the Bam- 

boo.” р 

Journalists from Manila, as well as Filipino 
Heritage Festival president Armita Rufino and 
finance officer Aracelli Salas and NCCA com- 
missioner Rose Beatrix Angeles, flew to the 
province via Philippine Airlines. There, they 
stayed at the Hotel Alejandro, itself treasure 
trove of memories with more than 400 vin- 
tage pictures spanning 1940s onwards. 
Prominently displayed are images of Leyte 
during the last war and even romantic hand- 
written letters from days past by Leytefios and 
others who stayed at the hotel. 

A 30-minute drive to the town of Palo 
brought the group to the Cathedral of Our 
Lord's Transfiguration. Constructed in 1596 un- 
der the direction of missionaries who founded 
the town, the church is unique in that its Sta- 
tions of the Cross simply show the different fa- 
cial expressions of Jesus Christ. The late Jere- 
maias Acebedo of Palo made the sculptures. The 
American liberation forces also used the church 
asa hospital in 1944-1945. 

In Tanauan, former parish priest Fr. Gilbert. 
Urbina spearheads the restoration of the 
Church of Our Lady of Assumption, which 
was built in 1704. Restorations were done to 
the walls of the rectory as well as to the pul- 
pit 

The heritage tour then took a somewhat 
different turn upon arriving in Dulag. “The 
Ruins,” an original Spanish structure built in 
1595 and considered the first exclusive Jesuit 
school in Leyte, is what remained after the 
General Douglas MacArthur-led ALF bombed 
it during World War II. Opened as a religious 
school at the Parish Church of Our Lady of 
Refuge by Fr. Alonzo de Humanes, it was the 
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BUSINESSMAN MAYIE DELGADO FELLIN 
love with photography early in life. His 
family's constant travels here and abroad 
were vital in shaping his flair for photogra- 
phy. But it was at the age of 14 during his 
family's visit to Europe that he had his first 
love affair with the camera. 

His father, who received a 35mm Cannon 
Rangefinder as a gift from Japanese friends, 
turned to Delgado and made him the official 
photographer of the family 

Mayie is the grandson of Dr. José Maria 
Delgado Sr, the first Philippine ambassador 
to the Holy See (this was in the'605) and be- 
fore that, a delegate to the 1935 Constitu- 
tional Convention. Мау married Suzie, the 
daughter of the late Vice President Doy Lau- 
rel. 

Currently, Delgado is the chair of South- 
егп Cross Distribution, a petroleum distribu- 
tion company he put up five years ago, and 
vice chair of Citadel Corp. Aside from run- 
ning his own businesses, he is also a Consul 
to Paraguay and a consultant to many com- 
panies here and abroad. 

But Delgado said all he wanted was to be 
anart photographer. 

Though he started shooting at a very ear- 
ly age, Mayie took photography seriously at 
the age of 30 and began to invest on equip- 
ment. 

“1 used Canon and another popular cam: 
era brand in the ’60s and '70s,” he said. 
"However, I started using Canon exclusively 
in 1987 when the EOS film SLR models 
were released in the market. These EOS 
bodies are sturdy, reliable and made for pro- 
fessional use. Today, I use Canon EOS Digi- 
tal SLRs, specifically the EOS 1 DS Mark П 
and the EOS 20D. I have several Canon fixed 
and zoom Ч lenses and other Canon acces- 
sories. There's no turning back now. 'm hap- 
py with my equipment.” 

‘There are two important things that sepa- 
rate Mayie from other photographers. First, 
he does not intend to make money from his 
pictures. Second, Mayie is an ambient-light 
photographer and seldom uses artificial 
light. 

"The fact that he prefers natural light in 
taking photos and most of his shoots were 
done outdoors, Mayie trusts Canon 1DS 
Mark П, which is built for speed and maxi 
mum image size. 

For his latest venture collaborating with 
the A-list literatis of our time, Mayie will be 


PHOTO enthusiast Mayie Delgado 


launching his coffee-table book “Poetic Im- 
ages.” The book contains works inspired by 
elements in nature such as sand, sea, flora 
and wood. 

The book will be launched on June 14, 6 
p.m. at the North Forbes Park Pavilion, 
Makati. 

Every set of photos in the book is inter- 
preted in prose essays by top writers and po- 
ets such as Alfred Yuson (also the books edi- 
tor), Ophelia Alcantara-Dimalanta, Cirilo 
Bautista, Ricardo de Ungria, Gemino Abad, 
Marjorie Evasco, Lourd Ernest de Veyra and 
National Artist Edith Tiempo. 

"Every single photo that will come out in 
my book was taken with my Canon cameras, 
especially the Canon 1DS Mark If,” Delgado 
said. “This camera has several features that 
are very vital in producing good photos. It 
has excellent battery life, extremely high 
frame rate, and doing an in-camera back up 
from one card to the other would be very 
convenient.” 

"really don’t intend to make profit out of 
this,” Delgado explained about the book. 
“You see, before I was not confident to show 
my photos, but the people in my club en- 
couraged me to do this. You know that times 
are changing. Before, photography was not 
considered an art form; but now that per- 
ception is changing.” 


Leyte's heritage . . . —~« 


only one of its kind in the country and was 
considered far ahead of its time. 

‘A church that has undergone several reno- 
vations over its 157-year history then greeted 
the group upon arrival in Baybay. The Parish 
Church of the Immaculate Conception, which 
is supported by outside pillars, is the result of 
the combined works of Mariano Vasnillo, 
maestro Proceso de Manila, and capitan Ма- 
teo Espinoso. 

It is quite hard to miss the 
church of Hilongos. Situated at 


Rousers, UP Balangaw Performing Arts 
Group, Leyte Normal University Theater En- 
semble and Barangay Libas Community The- 
ater. 

‘According to Gov. Carlos Jericho Petilla, 
the festivities became a welcome opportunity 
for the Leytefios to display their wares. 

"What we need today is a simple venue 
where our performers can showcase their tal- 

* Petilla said. 
Joyce Alegre, chair of the 
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OSMOSIS 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


SMOSIS 15 A NATURAL 
process in many families of 
artists. A common stimulus 

leads to appreciation and absorption 
that become tendencies and inclina- 
tions, which evolve more or less into 
talent that spreads more often than 
not from parents to children, and 
sometimes vice versa, or from sibling 
tosibling. 

Kiri Lluch Dalena, a film documen- 
tarist of the collective Southern Taga- 
log Exposure, has most certainly un- 
dergone through this familial pro- 
cess. 

Her father is painter Danilo Dale- 
ла, one of the country's leading figu- 
rative expressionists. Her mother is 
sculptress Julie Lluch, creator of 
oman-centered terra-cotta pieces. 

Both her siblings, Sari and Aba, are 
also into artmaking: sculpture, in- 
stallation, film, music. Clearly this is 
no family of doodlers and dabblers, as 
parents and children are prominent 
ог award-winning artists all. 


Found images 
їп a respite from film documenta- 
tion of human-rights abuses, Kiri 


PHOTOGRAPH by Kabunyan de Guia 


VISUAL ARTS 


spent a whole year sculpting pieces in 
terra cotta and is now mounting them 
in her first solo exhibit "Found Fig- 
ures,” until June 12 in Magnet 
Gallery at ELJ Center, ABS-CBN Com- 
pound, Quezon City. 

Kis female figure has a strong 
affinity with her mother's in earthiness 
but departs in certain points of empha- 
sisand technique. Julie often paints her 
figure in polychrome, which accounts 
for its deceptively realistic look. Kiri has 
retained the color of clay in hers, thus 
emphasizing the earthiness. 

While Julie's appears lithe and dy- 
namic, Кїз is robust yet languid, 
probably because the former is based 
chiefly on the suburban housewife 
while the latter is based presumably 
on the farmers the artist has encoun- 
tered in the provinces. (The exhibit's 
title must be referring to images she 
found in the rural areas and certainly 
not to the medium of found objects.) 

Kiri has emphasized her female 
torsos so that the faces may look thin 
ог angular but the bodies are volup- 
tuous, the breasts generous, the bel- 
lies swelling, the folds sagging. 
Etched somewhere in these faces and 
gestures may be long-suffering, but 
the bodies reveal nothing but fertility, 


the center of a stonewalled com- 
pound, the church is in the center 
with fort ruins that are adorned 
by religious icons. А huge 400- 
year-old acacia tree proudly 
stands nearby. 


Grand performance night 
А showcase of Leyte's musical 
and literary heritage capped the 


Leyte Heritage Festival Commit- 
tee, then encouraged everyone 
to weave together the different 
elements and colors that make 
up the unique heritage of Fil- 
ipinos. 

"Let us weave together the 
beautiful aspects of our lives," 
Alegre said. "Let us weave to- 
gether our sorrows and tum it 
into something beautiful." 


Pinoy print artists in Singapore 
The Philippine Association of Printmakers is 
featured in "Contemporary Print Philippines,” 


until June 15 at Momentous Art Gallery (20 Lor 


Telok, Boat Quay, Singapore). Featured print 
artists are Raul Isidro, Pandy 

Aviado, Fil Delacruz, Al Perez, 

Ambie Abafio, Benjie Cabrera, 

Jess Flores, Bernard Tam- 

porosa, Florence Cinco, Cris 

Bayani, Janos de la Cruz, Ar- 
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the prime attribute of the Earth Moth- 
er. 

(Julie and Danny must be proud 
that they have raised a committed 
and very fine artist, indeed.) 


Varying images 

Another clear case of familial os- 
mosis is that of the brothers Kidlat, 
Kawayan and Kabunyan de Guia. 

Their mother is stained-glass artist 
and culture scholar Katrin Muller. 
Their father is, of course, indepen- 
dent filmmaker and multi-media 
artist Kidlat Tahimik, the only Filipino 
filmmaker cited in The Oxford Histo- 
1y of World Cinema. 

Like the three Dalena sisters, the 
three De Guia siblings have also be 
come artists and are mastering their 
respective mediums. The eldest, Kid- 
lat Gottlieb Kalayaan, has won 
awards for his video works here and 
abroad. 

Kawayan Thor, who is into paint- 
ing, installation and performance art, 
received the Jurors Choice in the 
Asean Art Awards in Bangkok a few 
years ago. He has exhibited and per- 
formed in Japan, Singapore, Ger- 
many, South Korea 

Kabunyan does mosaic murals and 
junk art. He it was, together with 
some friends, who filled up the holes 
along the sidewalks of Session Road 
in Baguio with shards of porcelain 
and turned the pavement into color- 
ful mosaic. 

These three cross-cultural siblings 
are mounting an exhibit of their ex- 
perimental and fine photography, 
“KKK,” on June 12-30 in Silverlens 
Gallery, Yupangco Bldg. 2, 2320 Pa- 
song Tamo Ext., Makati. 

See why the gallery curator de- 
scribes their image-making thus: 
"Kidlat's photos are akin to classical 
music. Kawayan's resemble deep dis- 
turbing gothic tunes. Kabunyan's are 
improvisational, like jazz." 

Most of all, see and compare the 
kind of art produced by people raised 
under one roof. 


D 
HUGIS artists 


paintings at the Walls Gallery (Triumph 
Building, between Hi-Tops Supermarket and 


Kenny Rogers, Quezon Avenue, QC), June 
23-30. Artists are José Dinglasan, Ben In- 
fante, Rey Agulto, Mike Herrera, Raul Dayao, 
Benny Marzan, Mike Melchor, Ester Garcia, 
Armida Francisco, Rudy Lunod, Minda San- 
tillan, Seb Dy, George Ng, Nards Zapeda, 
Gaudencio Romion Jr., Jonathan Joven, 
Gemart Ortega, Dominic Ty, 
Marion Dizo, Vicente Dinoso, 
Joseph Soliman and Fernando 
Sena. 


mado Toleza and Carito 

Casamayor. And also in con- ss 

nection with the Philippine Na- > 
tional Day, the Philippine Em- 

bassy in Singapore is holding 

"Philippine Art Trek,” a month- 

long event featuring more than. ы ü 

50 visual artists from the "CARAVAN Vendor" by Al Perez. 
Philippines. 


night off at the RTR Plaza in 
Tacloban City. The “Sinamay: 
Sayaw, Laylayon ug Siday" shone 
the spotlight on talented young 
singers Rosary Padilla and Clariane Avila; po- 
ets Victor Sugbo and Palanca winner Merlie 
Alunan; “kuratsa” couple Lucio and Randy Al- 
bao; Redemptorist Youth Choir, Holy Infant 
College Nightingales, Tanauan Balinsasayaw 
Singers, Leyte Normal University Brass Band, 
Leyte Kalipayan Dance Company, Palo Am- 
bassadors Orchestra and Choir, Palo Rah Rah 


Heritage Month closing 

For the closing ceremonies of 
the National Heritage Month, 
spotlight will be on Cagayan Valley. Known as 
a paradise for spelunkers, trekkers and game- 
fishers, Cagayan welcomes today guests from 
Manila who will participate in a Latin Mass at 
the St. James the Apostle Church. It is the on- 
ly church in the Philippines with flying but 
tresses or arc-boutant at its rear. 

Other activities will include a boat ride along 
the Pinacanauan Riv. 
er, a show of the circa- 
dian fight of bats and 
cultural shows by lo- 
cal performers, as well 
as a tour of centuries- 
old churches and 
towns. 


WELL-CRAFTED 
bamboo furniture 


Achacoso at West 

in "Fearful Symmetries,” Ronald Achacoso ex- 
plores forms and symbols as ideas that bridge 
figuration and abstraction. The works in ой signal 
the artist's retum to exploring design and myst- 
sm. The show runs June 7-19 at The West 
Gallery in SM Megamall. Call 6341284. 


Community art 
groups at CCP 


Community-based 
art groups team up 

in "Dap-Ayansa 
Banglos: Art, Nature, | 
Community" June 
15-July 15 atthe 
Cultural Center of the 
Philippines Little 
Theater Lobby. 
"Dap-ay" is Bontoc 
for stone-paved male 
gathering place. Par- 
icipating art groups 
are the Tam-awan Village Artists of Baguio 
City; Cadaclan Carvers of Pantabangan, Nueva 
Ecija; Daambakal Sculptors Collective of Ton- 
do: Baguio Artists: Banglos Sculptors of Gen- 
eral Nakar, and Banglos Women Artists Group. 
Banglos refers to the fishing community of 
Quezon that was devastated by the typhoon of 
2004. Through the initiative of Smart, the fish- 
erfolk underwent training under sculptor Rey 
Paz Contreras and became sculptors them- 
selves utilizing driftwood and other materials 
from the place. Сай 8233702. 


Hugis artists at Walls 
The Hugis artists will showcase their nude 


Senain Laoag 
Fernando Sena, multi-awarded 
painter and art teacher, will 
display watercolor, pastel and 
acrylic works of sti ité, land- 
scape and human interest, 

d June 16-23, at Al Nada (Unit 6, 
‘STILL Life,” Jomel Co Building, P. Gomez 
by Fernando Street, Laoag City, Ilocos 

B.Sena Norte). 


OFW photos at Smart, PLDT 

In celebration of OFW Month of June, Smartis 
mounting the exhibit "Sa Buhay ng OFW Kaa- 
gapay ang PLDT at Smart," at the Smart Tower 
along Ayala Avenue and the PLDT Cojuangco 
Building in Makati Avenue starting today. The 
exhibit features photos and interviews by Jude 
Thaddeus L. Bautista. 


NN 


The photos in this 
article were taken us- 
ing a Sony Ericsson 
w8501. E-mail ће au- 
thor at dxmatilla@ 
yahoo.com 


Edgar Doctor's ‘Nudes’ 


EDGAR DOCTOR WILL HOLD HIS 30TH 
one-man show, "Nudes Through the Years,” 
June 16-July 1, in Gallery Valentina (18 Ford- 
ham St., St. Ignatius Village, ОС). 

The show is Doctors first since being in- 
cluded in the United States National Juried 
Exhibition, selected by renowned artist Philip 
Pearlstein, last January. 

‘The show consists of nude works since the 
1960s by Doctor. 

‘Opening reception is on June 16, 6 p.m., 
sponsored by Delice (tel. 0921-9042472). 

Call 9117758; email galleryvalentina 
@gmail.com; or visit wwwgalleryvalentina. 
multiply.com. 
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OLD PHOTO of Leyte in ruins after the last war. 


GERRY Рафи of the Daambakal Sculptors 


Collective of Tondo works on his piece. Australian collection at Ateneo 


The Ateneo Art Gallery will mount "My Coun- 
try: Abstract Interpretations of the Australian 
Landscape,” from the collection of the La 
Trobe University Art Museum in Melbourne, 
Australia. The exhibit runs June 13-21, al- 
though the formal opening will be on June 
19, 5:30 p.m. Preceding the reception is ап 
AriSpeak lecture at 4 p.m. by My Country ex- 
hibition curator and managing curator of La 
‘Trobe University Art Museum, Vince Alessi. 
Alecture on understanding abstract art will 
be held on July 18, 4:30 p.m. Call 4266488, 
e-mail jdeleon @ateneo.edu or visit 

“HOT Weather,” http://gallery.ateneo.edu. 
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Paternal 
sculptures 
by Imao 


JUAN SAJID IMAO PRESENTS А SERIES ОР 
sculptures that bears his signature curved yet 
angular forms in "In My Father's Arms,” In 
connection with Fathers Day, the series 
merges opposites and balances tenderness 
and authority that are dimensions of father- 
hood. 

Featured are pieces that capture heart- 
warming moments of father-and-son bond- 
ing. 

"The sculptures are simultaneously on dis- 
play in 1/of Gallery in Serendra, Bonifacio 
Global City, Taguig: and at Choice Expression 
Gallery on Jupiter Street, Makati. Call 
9013152 and 8990718. 


What is the height of success? 


They say success is fulfillment ond it comes in many forms and measures. 


Ayala Land Premier counts it in one way: а home in a distinctive community set amidst a prime location where 
la pn pn nn a pna a рый ng 


Soon, this community shall Ье the most desired address in Cagayan de Oro. Where con you find a place 
par pon 200 ту igh cbe he sea wih 360 degree views cl endless horizon ond yetis just 10 minutes 
cy? 


The masterplan, inspired nic tropical architecture, provides 
еее 
orchards lo explore. There will be a clubhouse and other perks 

But ot the center ofall these shall be а chapel in a tree grove, on oasis 
of the community's shored dreams and valves. 


Certainly, measured in these terms, success is the height of fulfilment. 
Reward yourself with a lifestyle you deserve. 
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Western Union selects Philippines for regional operations center 


In a further bid to enhance its services and support for both customers enjoy access to VK's best-in-class amenities including sleeping quarters, 
and Agents, global leader in money transfer services Western Union? has lounges, recreation rooms and cafeteria. 
а new regional support center, the Asia Regional Operations Center (AROC) 


STERN 


located in Quezon City, within the world-class facilities of Vision-X, an 
award-winning customer interaction solutions provider. 


AROC has 100 team members who are dedicated to providing customer 
service and Agent support for 37 countries and territories in Asia Pacific. 


Western Union senior executives lan Marsh, executive vice president, and 
David Larkworthy, senior vice president, together with senior government 
officials attended the inauguration ceremony. 


"We consider this new facility to be yet another avenue to deliver the highest 
level of service to our customers as well as our Agents,” said David Larkworthy, 
senior vice president and head of global operations, Western Union. 


Western Union's decision to locate its regional operations center in the 
Philippines is a testimony to the capabilities of Filipino customer service 
representatives who are proficient in English and possess good 
people skills. 


"We also made sure that the AROC staff are well taken care of, given the 
center's 24/7 operations," Larkworthy added. AROC employees can 


"We take pride in being the country's top performer in delivering superior 
customer contact experience mainly because we meet, if not exceed, 
expectations in terms of customer empathy, cultural alignment, 
professionalism and expertise,” said David Zhou, president, VXI. 


The AROC is just one of the ways Western Union gives back to the Philippine 
community. Through its corporate philanthropy arm, the Western Union 
Foundation, and with contributions from its Agents, the company has provided 
grants to the Gift of Life project which funded heart surgery for 70 indigent 
children, and re-built a schoo! in Barangay San Juan, Padre Burgos in 
‘southern Leyte in response to the devastating mudslide that happened on 
the island last year. 


The Western Union Company (NYSE: WU) is a leader in global money transfer 
services. Together with its affiliates, Orlandi Valuta and Vigo, Western Union 
provides consumers with fast, reliable and convenient ways to send and 
receive money around the world, as well as send payments and purchase 
money orders. It operates through a network of more than 205,000 Agent 
locations in over 200 countries and territories. Famous for its pioneering 
telegraph services, the original Western Union? dates back to 1851. 
For more information, visit westernunion.com. 
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‘Government officials, Western Union executives and VIPs give a thumbs up 
1o inaugurate the Asia Regional Operations Center. 
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Lorenzo Fuertes 
takes a critical 


Augusto Villalon 
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шша a БИШ Need for architecture criticism 


and failures. 


able to look at architecture 
critically, to see the appropri- 
ateness of urban spaces and 
structures to the functions they 
were designed to serve, and to 
objectively point out successes 


I: TAKES TRAINING TO BE 


The History, Theory and Criti- 
cism Studio Laboratory of the 
University of the Philippines Col- 
lege of Architecture, UP Office for 
Initiatives in Culture and the 
Arts, and UP Architecture Forum 
student organization launched 
the first Honrado R. Fernandez 
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analyzing any characteristic of housing takes its 
the designed environment. 


architectural cues 


Reme dy The _ university-wide essay from the bahay kubo 


Falling hair should not be taken lightly. It is 
not just a cosmetic problem, it can lead to | turaleriticism. 
something more serious. If left untreated, this 


competition was named in honor 
of the late architect Honrado Fer- 
nandez, who was Upca's former 
dean and a pioneer in architec- 


to provide shared 
common spaces for 
ali residents. 


The project introduces archi- 
tectural criticism among stu- 


condition can progress to extreme hairloss and dents, encourages them to devel. 


may result in permanently thinning hair. Svenson 


Op a critical eye toward urban 
spaces and monumental build- 


has formulated the Hair Reinforcer Remedy to ings, and most important, teach- 
WOMEN AT control your filing hair and bring back its lushness | S5. hem that аавв не 


marily meant to serve people and 


77679 and volume. You won't need to worry about | to provide an envelope that not 


your falling hair anymore. 
End Your Hairloss Misery Today pine cities. 


Save your hair. Call Svenson and stop 


only shelters but improves the 
quality of life in harried Philip- 


The six finalists were Geroni- 
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the College of Arts and Letters, 
and Christian Immanuel Cruz, 


Guillermo Lorenzo Fuertes, Fran- 
zm coral Tower: => : , Е 
ие М Federal Tom Paba ВАТ ИЫ cis Lanuza and David Samuel Ty urban sidewalks gone? 
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With BPI Worldperks' Mastercard, 
she doesn't have to stay behind. 


? E EON T zit 
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from the College of Architecture. 
Four were selected winners. 
Tied in third place were Berbano 
(Where the Sidewalk Ends: An 
Essay on Why it Shouldn't,” a cri- 
tique of Manila's sidewalk sys- 
tem) and Fuertes (“Crass and 
Class,” a piece on the Highway 54 
commercial complex on Shaw 
Boulevard). Second place went to 
Lanuza for “Pearls from Ashes" 
(an evaluation of the Gawad 


| Kalinga housing project). 


Ту garnered the top prize for 
his critique on Filipino housing, 
“Hardin ng Rosas: From Filipino 
House to Filipino Housing." 

Berbano writes, “Larry Alcala 
must have drawn Quezon City in- 
to being. The streets are indeed а 
Slice of Life.” All urban life hap- 
pens on the street where "walk- 
ing is anything but pleasurable." 
He notices that “the most densely 
populated areas are the least peo- 
ple-friendly" where parked cars 
displace people on the sidewalks. 
“Where did the sidewalk go? Our 
streets connect places, but not 
people.” Vehicles have the run of 
Manila, he writes, threatening 
the pedestrian. He laments the 
lack of pedestrian-friendly places 
inthe city. 

Fuertes begins his critique on 
an Edsa structure with, “А silent 
epidemicis spreading throughout 
the metro. A trend as provoca- 
tively amusing as it is poignantly 
undermining social taste. The 
crass consumerism incited by the 
billboards in our major thorough- 
fares has been interpreted by 
some colleagues in the design 
community as а license to kill 
(taste). Our urban landscape is 
slowly turning into the meta-fu- 
ture of “Bladerunner” and “Mi- 
nority Report.” An anarchical or- 
gy of mixed signals, visual cues 
that pertain to all forms of con- 
sumerism replete in ай its varying 
degrees of grandiosity and scale, 
all directed to the naive public.” 


New lease 

Lanuza evaluates а Gawad 
Kalinga housing project in the no- 
torious Baseco compound of the 
Manila Port Area. The writer says 
the character of the development 
changed drastically after Gawad 
Kalinga rebuilt the houses leveled 
bya disastrous fire that “...gave it 
new lease on life.” 

“As a cynical professor once 
quipped, disaster ushers in some 
much-needed transformation, A 
fire of not so long ago razed a 
huge section of the district; calls 
of the homeless prompted both 
President Jimmy Carter's Habitat 
for Humanity and Tony Meloto's 
Gawad Kalinga (GK) to come to 
their rescue. Soon, both parties 
were building away in Baseco. 

When compared, Habitat's de- 
sign seemed to have an edge with 
its spacious, post-modern, fiber- 
cement row houses boasting two 


floors. All GK had were diminu- 
tive, single-story row houses, that 
instead had pretty pastel hues. 
But occupancy told a different 
story; it seemed people were hap- 
pier, more sociable and way more 
organized in the GK site. What 
could be the reason? There must. 
be something wrong in the ideol- 
ogy of a "great" movement such 
as Habitat, something more than 
just the architecture. 

“1f both concepts of Habitat 
and GK were to be compared, the 
latter seems to follow a deeper 
logic regarding what people 
need,” Lanuza says. “Simply put, 
Habitat builds aptly designed 
houses—no more and no less. 
Their mission, while entrenched 
in charity, is as simple as ‘if you 
build it, and since they need it, 
they will come.’ In this aspect, GK 
went a step further to include 
comprehensive site development, 
complete facilities, social ser- 
vices, livelihood projects, even an 
ecological plan. These projects 
were not mere afterthoughts; 
they were ingrained in the whole 
community concept. True, there 
were inadequacies in design of 
the GK houses (space, particular- 
ly). But the architectural short- 
falls were aptly compensated 
with the gains of being able to 
live in a good neighborhood. 
Sounds too ideological, but it 
"works; the behavior and sociabili- 
tyofthe homeowners says it all.” 

"Ty the top winner, looks at the 
Hardin ng Rosas housing devel- 
opment in the University of the 

iman campus that 

istinctly Filipino 

response to the 21st-century 

need for mass housing. It isa pro- 

ject that is oriented toward tradi- 

tional Filipino values while si- 

multaneously addressing modern 
‘concerns and sensibilities.” 

The spaces in the low-rise 
walkup are an organized manner 
of a traditional bahay kubo, the 
Philippine house on stilts, where 
corner posts define an open, mul- 
ti-use ground level covered by the 
small private family dwelling 
area above it. 

“The [ground level] ofa typical 
apartment building in the devel- 
opment is a public space, which 
normally functions as an area 
where the residents perform their 
daily chores that require larger- 
than-average breathing space 
such as the washing and drying of 
laundry. In some occasions, italso 
serves as a playground for the lo- 
cal children to play in within the 
purview of their parents, away 
from elements that might seek to 
endanger them, ensuring a safe 
and secure environment. This de- 
sign actually evokes the iconogra- 
phy and concept of the traditional 
and ubiquitous Filipino 
house—the bahay kubo, as like- 
wise, the lower levels serve as 
spaces for practical use while the 
living spaces are situated above 
ground level. From a distant per- 
spective, the apartment building 
even appears to be standing on 
stilts.” 

Philippine lifestyle is attuned 
to traditional Philippine architec- 
ture, the writer says, that the 
open spaces under rural houses 
have always been where neigh- 
bors gathered, children played, 
and where household or farm 
chores are done. 

In the housing development Ty 
examines, the open ground floor 
of the apartment blocks responds 
tothe “nature of the Filipino as an 
inherently social being (even 
more so than your average per- 
son), as the concept of bayanihan 
signifies. Residents of the com- 
plexes are then encouraged to re- 
flectthis Filipino sensibility, keep- 
ing them from being isolated and 
alienated despite living in an ur- 
banized environment. They are 
now able to mingle and socialize 
with each other without having 
to leave their so-called back- 
yard.” 

Ic is a pity that lack of space 
prevents reprinting the winning 
entries in full. Each insightful 
piece examines urban issues that, 
unanswered or unresolved, pre- 
vent an improvement in the qual- 
ity of daily Manila life. Each piece 
shows how appreciation for tra 
tional Philippine architectural 
concepts, not western ones, rein- 
forces our shared comfort zones 
and remains relevant to our con- 
temporary way of life 
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By Gibbs Cadiz 


SUMMERTIME, AND THE PLAY- 
going isn’t easy. 

With students gone for their 
break or getting ready to, and 
schools winding down for gradua- 
tion, theater companies are like- 
wise moved to hunker down for 
the fallow months with season en- 
ders and summer workshops. 

‘The hot months are thus cold 
comfort for theater lovers, with 
pickings lean and the runs way too 
short. Though the first half of the 
year isn't strictly stasis for theater, 
the scene itself isn't as varied or 
busy compared to the second half, 
when a refreshed industry mounts 
new works one after the other and 
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Father's Day books 


“HUGS FOR DAD" CONTAINS FASCINATING 

stories by the beloved storyteller John 

William Smith, personalized scriptures by 

LeAnn Weiss, up- 

liking quotes by 

various. well- 
known people, and 
powerful messages 
by an “anonymous 
disciple" come to- 
JAD. gether to form en- 
during hugs that 

will warm a fa- 

Ё“) thersheart. 

, “The First Na- 
“Sy tional Bank of Dad" 
provides a method 

for teaching kids the value of money. Author 

David Owen offers excellent financial tips for 

any family. 

A board book for kids, т 
“Just for Daddy” by Sali: |? "Чр 
па Yoon is meant to be М 
given as present for dad. 

Kids will have fun deco- 

rating the book with pic- 

tures, messages and fun 

stickers, including 

medals of honor for the best dad in the world. 
"The Family Guy Mad Libs" word game, fea- 

turing the characters from the hilarious adult 

cartoon series about a slightly dysfunctional 
family is a great way to kill time or to bond with 
your family or friends. 

1” in "Daddy Needs a 
Drink” by Robert 
Wilder, a Santa Fe dad 
shares heartwarming, 
comic, often ludicrous 
tales of raising a family 
in this laugh-out-loud 
book perfect for any- 
one who enjoys the 
edgy humor of David 
Sedaris or the whimsi- 
cal commentary of 
Dave Barry. 

Allthe books are available at National Book 

Store. 
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Inquirer consumer writer Tita Giron 
leads UST Philets honorees 


THE UST PHILETS FOUNDATION 
will award seven of its alumni with the 
Golden Owl medals for outstanding 
achievement during its annual re- 
union on June 22, 10 a.m., at the Que- 
zon City Sports Club. 

Philets is composed of alumni from 
the old University of Santo Tomas Fac- 
ulty of Philosophy and Letters (now 
Arts and Letters), which is famous for 
having produced top journalists, writ- 
ers, artists, educators, media practi- 
tioners and thinkers. 

Golden Owl medals for Journalism 
will go to Blanche David Gallardo, for- 
mer editor of the Hong Kong-based Di- 
mensions and Asia Magazine, and to 
Marietta Velasco Giron, former colum- 
nist of Malaya and Philippine Daily 
INQUIRER. 

Short story writer and magazine ed- 


itor Eric S. Giron, Tita Giron's spouse, 
will receive the Golden Owl Award for 
Literature. 

Evelyn Sebastian Peplow, who edited 
books for Oxford University Press and 
Gullivers Books, as well as Asia Maga- 
zine and Orientations, will be granted 
the Golden Owl Medal for Book Pub- 
lishing. 

Lydia D. Castillo, columnist of Star- 
week Magazine and former manager 
of marketing services for Cathay Pacif- 
ic Airways, was chosen for the Golden 
Owl Award for Marketing. 

Mitos Cabrera Araneta will receive 
the Golden Owl Award for Lay Min- 
istry for her longtime service as in- 
structor and module designer for 
Handmaids of the Lord, an affiliate of 
Couples for Christ. 

The award for education goes to 


Mary Joyce Ong Laig, who completes 50 
years as professor of religion and jour- 
nalism at the Faculty of Arts and Letters 
and the Central Seminary of the Univer- 
sity of Santo Tomas. 

Philets Foundation president Eli- 
nando Cinco of the Manila Bulletin 
earlier named these members of the 
Golden Owl Awards Committee: 
Roger Buhay, chair; Ma. Luisa Zumel 
Lopez, Vic del Fierro Jr, Arturo Di- 
mayuga and Alice Colet Villadolid. 

‘The UST Philets Foundation will al- 
so honor this year's golden jubilarians, 
members of Class 1957 led by UST 
Dean Emeritus Magdalena Villaba. 
Along with younger alumni called 
Artiets, the UST Philets have geared 
up for 2011, the fourth centenary of 
their alma mater. 

Starting the celebration on June 22 


Of brides and parents 


THE JUNE EDITION OF MR. & MS 
Magazine, "the super-monthly of the 


body, mind and spirit,” had Aga and 


Charlene Muhlach with kids Atasha 
and Andres on ће cover. From parent- 
ing styles to bonding moments, see 
how much you have in common with 
them. 


‘There is also a feature on Piolo Pas- 


А cual, who talks about being a celebri- 


= ‘a, ty dad with a very active son. 
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tullac- ISA 
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Books and Life, advises parents to 
nurture the creativity of their chil- 
dren. She reviews the book “The In- 
camating Child” by Joan Salter, 

which has insights of the great educator 


Mariel N. Francisco, in her column 


Rudolf Steiner, who also discourages 
kids’ exposure to Disney characters. 


In her column Animal Totems, Crysta 


Imperial Rara encourages us to find 
strength from our power animals. In an- 
other article, she gives 10 tips on how to 
make wise decisions. 


Jaime Licauco writes about how to cre- 


ate your own future in his column, Essay. 
The June issue comes with a special 
wedding supplement, which gives feng 
shui tips for gift-giving, bridal fashion, 
love stories, and many more. You can 
find inspiration for your own wedding 
dress from an exquisite collection of 
fashion dolls. Jeff Alejandro's massive 
collection is a treasure trove of fashion 
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will be a Holy Mass to be officiated by 
Father Santelices, son of Carmen San- 
telices of the golden jubilarian class 
who will herself render a piano piece. 

Fr. Pompeyo de Mesa, OR regent of 
the Philets alumni and a classmate of 
the late National Artist Rolando Tinio, 
also a Philet, will lead the awarding 
ceremonies 


styles and intricate beadwork. 

There is also another special supple- 
ment on successful franchising. Learn a 
thing or two on how to double your fi- 
nances through franchising. Francorp 
chair Samie Lim is on the cover. 

For those seeking to understand the 
events at Virginia Tech, Jamal Ashley Abbas 
offers ап astrological analysis of Cho Se- 
ung-Huis profile. See how the stars and the 
circumstances contributed to the tragedy. 

Mr. & Ms’ June edition is available na- 
tionwide. Hardcopy available at Filbar's, 
Papyvore, 7-11, Mercury Drugstores and 
other leading magazine shops. Visit Mr. 
& Ms ActiveMag Online at 
www.mrandmsmagazine.com. 
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Celebrating 50 Years of Nationhood 


If you're having a blast, let's 
hear you scream! The theme 
park at Genting Highlands 
rides 


promises hair-raising 


that will turn your world 
upside down. Thrill your 
senses in an exciting world 
of fantasy and adventure, and 
be captivated by entertaining 
shows. Excitement works up 
an appetite, so tuck in at any 
of the tempting food outlets. 
And if that’s not your idea 
of fun, how about a' round 
of golf or some shopping 
instead? Whatever you choose 
to enjoy, you'll find yourself 
leaving with a brand new 
outlook on life. And maybe 


even a new hairdo. 
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SCENE from Shungiku Uchida's “Ligaya 
за Isang Pinoy Bar,” part of “Philippine 
Bedtime Stories,” presented by CCP and 
Tokyo's Rin Ko Gun theater company 
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“PAGBULAS ng Sibol,” presented by the Department of Humanities of UP Los Baños under 


Dennis Gupa's direction 


The plays that got away 


various new seasons get underway. 

While some major productions like 
Tanghalang Ateneo's “The Glass 
Menagerie,” Rep's “Song & Dance" and Pe- 
ta's "Belong Puti” created buzz in recent 
months, a few others fell 
by the wayside, largely un- 
noticed. Here are four 
plays that deserved better. 


“Sa Ngalan ng Anal” 

Jerry Respeto's Filipino 
translation of Arthur 
Millers “All My Sons,” 
staged by Amiel Leonardia 
at Tanghalang Hermo- 
genes Yiagan in UP ran for 
only two weeks. What a 
shame, because this har- 
rowing drama about guilt 
and punishment, family 
and social. responsibility 
easily stood out as the best 
play so far this year. 

А comebacking Teroy Guzman led a 
crackerjack cast of Dulaang UP actors (in- 
cluding Frances Makil-ignacio, Neil Ryan 
Sese, Diana Malahay and а coiled, smol- 
dering Mario Magallona) in giving life to 
Miller's impassioned critique of the darker, 
coarser aspects of America's Good War 
This was no adaptation per se; the lan- 
‘guage was Filipino, but the locale and the 
characters remained rooted in the post- 
war deadening comforts of the Eisenhow- 
er years. 

in translating it to Filipino, however, 
Respeto's text somehow succeeded in am- 
plifying Miller's full-blooded moral voice, 
giving it an urgent universality and reso- 
nance that walloped you in the gut. 


MARS Cavestany 
(with co-star Miguel 
Castro) in "Peregrinations" 


15 themes of upright citizenship and 
obligation to the commonweal couldn't 
have played at a better time—that is, right 
before the country's May elections when 
national soul-searching was supposed to 
be the order of the дау. 
But like everything else 
in this topsy-turvy place, 
entertainment ruled the 
run-up to the polls, while 
a piece of theater as force- 
ful and consequential as 
“Sa Ngalan ng Anak" 
blazed before the usual 
handfuls, and was gone 
too soon. 


“Pagbulas ng Sibol’ 

Tes springtime for Frank 
Wedekind's scandalous 
19th-century play, "Spring 
Awakening," as the plays 
musical version (with ex- 
hilarating pop-rock music by Duncan 
Sheik) continues to conquer Broadway, 
and locally, as drama companies bite their 
fangs into its sullen, melancholy heart. 

Late last year, Tanghalang Ateneo 
staged a gritty adaptation of Han Ong's 
“Middle Finger” itself an updating of the 
Wedekind original. This March, for six 
days, the play underwent further transfig- 
uration when the Department of Humani- 
ties of UP-Los Baños produced "Pagbulas 
ng Sibol.” 

Who knew that play of such sensuous, 
fearless strangeness could mark the debut 
of a fledgling drama group? ОІВ fresh 
thespians, led by director Dennis Gupa, 
writer Carlos Piocos Ш and dramaturg 
Reagan Maiquez, set for themselves a high 
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bar by transplanting “Spring Awakening” 
to the woodlands of Los Bafios during 
World Wart. 

Suddenly, this story of youthful sexual 
tension and tragedy shed off its Germanic 
prep-school setting and became a paean to 
a lost generation of rural men and women 
who grew up too quickly in the shadows of 
a world-shattering conflict. Their adoles- 
cent thrashing and wailing now dove- 
tailed with the crashing sounds of the Old 
Order crumbling away 

Сира expressionistic direction, alive 
with rich pictorial touches, made full use 
of the al fresco space on which the play 
was staged. His actors were raw but en- 
gaged to the hilt. 

When candles were left flickering on 
stage in the end, symbolizing the young 
lives flayed apart by adult ignorance and 
indifference, one came away lit with awe 
at what UPLB's untested theater group 
had presented: a fully realized, mature 
drama that deserved its own run in Mani- 
la 


*Peregrinations" 

Disease, art, memory, beauty and sur- 
render were the weighty themes behind 
“Peregrinations,” an experimental piece of 
confessional hybrid theater that played for 
а measly two nights at ССРУ Tanghalang 
Huseng Batute. 

Conceived, written and directed by 
Mars Cavestany as a “coming-out” perfor- 
mance by which he would come to terms 
publicly with his status as a Person With 
HIN, “Peregrinations” offered its authors 
life as both a cautionary tale and a profile 
in hard-won courage. 

Cavestany was an actor, director, writer 


join: 


Get an Exclusive 1% Cash Rebate 
on your Елегайеє 


biis! 


Awardee 
It was 
(as тапа 


Arches 
which 


| FILIPINO-CHINESE TYCOON GEORGE YANG 


"Something to Crow About,” the award- 
winning modern zarzuela in English written 
by National Artist for Literature Alejandro Ro- 
ces Jt. and directed by Ramon Magsaysay 


and critic in Manila before he immigrated 
to Australia. There, lonely and unmoored, 
he became, in his own words, “a translator 
in the morning and a prostitute at night.” 

Cavestany's experiences as a one-time 
sex worker, an imrhigrant, an artist and an. 
individual living with an incurable disease. 
became the basis for “Peregrinations,” а 
haunting, intense exploration of one 
man's psyche as he grappled with the 
ghosts of mortality, failed relationships, 
the worth of his art. 

Cavestany is back in Sydney, but the 
austere, unblinking honesty he exhibited 
in “Peregrinations"—personal theater 
made valuable by redemptive grace—is 
not easily forgotten. 


‘Philippine Bedtime Stories’ 

In "Philippine Bedtime Stories,” staged 
for two weekends at Tanghalang Huseng 
Batute, Japanese actors from Tokyo's Rin 
Ko Gun theater company and Filipino ac- 
tors (mostly from Peta and Tanghalang 
Pilipino) performed six plays: Rene Vil- 
lanueva's “Walang Iwanan,” Lallie Bucoy's 
“isang Libong Tula Para sa Dibdib ni 
Dulce," Vic Torres “Single Brown Female,” 
Shungiku Uchida's “Ligaya sa Isang Pinoy 
Bar" and Rody Veras “Ang Unang 
Aswang.” 

These were thoroughly Filipino stories, 


for Public Service in the. 


Arts Cecile Guidote-Alvarez. 


only a couple of years 


ago when Yang took semi-retire- 
ment from the corporate world 


ging director of Golden 
Development Corp. 
operates McDonalds 


Philippines) to indulge in his 
newfound career—singing. 


Since 
holding 


certs and performing in various 


then, Yang has been 
exclusive dinner con- 
GEORGE Yang 


gatherings of colleagues and 


friends in the business community. 


TAKASHIGE Mulai 
and Tenshi 
Kamogawain “Ang 
Unang Aswang, 
part of “Philippine 
Bedtime Stori 


but their cultural particularity acquired 
fresh dimensions with a foreign set of 
artists (under Toshihisa Yoshida's direc- 
tion) taking a crack at them. Vera's 
“Aswang,” for example, in one of two re- 
worked incarnations of this gothic myth, 
became an eerie tale of Japanese strag- 
glers fleeing the war and confronting their 
worst fears in an enchanted forest. 

Uchida’s “Ligaya sa Isang Pinoy Bar" 
about a befuddled young Japanese who 
ends up martied to a local transsexual, 
was a playful high point, a frivolous com- 
bination of Japanese pop absurdity and fa- 
miliar Pinoy sentimentality 

More to the point, it showcased the 
easygoing chemistry these actors had 
achieved across cultural boundaries, and 
the level of artistry they could tease out of 
each other 

‘Among the Filipino performers, Mailes 
Kanapi with her flawless Japanese and 
Rody Vera with his roguish tum in 
"Walang Iwanan" (partnered by a finty 
Mari Nakayama) were the most memo- 
rable. Their Japanese counterparts gave as 
much scene for scene, in a collaboration 
that served as an exciting calling card for 
similar future projects. 


Email the author at gcadis@inquir- 
ercom.ph, visit www gibbscadiz.com 


singer Bernardo Bernardo, who essays the 
Justice of the Peace role. Based on the award- 
winning book of the same title by Roces, фе 
humorous, satirical musical is about the 
Pinoy's fascination with game cocks. 


"Something to Crow About" 
s applauded by representa- 
tives of 80 countries in its world 
premiere at Tanghalang Yaman 
Lahi of the Emilio Aguinaldo 
College in May last year, as the 
opening salvo of the 31st Unesco 
ITI World Congress-Theater 
Olympics of the Nations. 

US theater doyenne Ellen 
Stewart, producing director of 
the 45-year-old La Mama The- 
ater, has invited the zarzuela to 
perform on June 21-24, all 


shows at 7:30 p.m., at 67 East 4 St, New 


York 

From there, the zarzuela will go to Los An- 
geles on June 28, coordinated through Susan 
Dilkes of the Filipino American Service Group 
Inc., producer; Ted Benito of TDRZ Produc- 
tion Inc.; and Zen Lopez, the first Filipina- 
American to be appointed Arts and Culture 
Commissioner in the City of Glendale. 

Its farewell performance will be on July 1 
in San Francisco through the leadership of 
Helen Moreno, Kaisahan of San Jose Dance 
Company and Raphael Hermoso. 

The modern zarzuela is a co-production of 
the University of Santo Tomas Conservatory 
of Music headed by Dean Raul Sunico and Un- 
esco Philippines IT! chaired by Roces with the 
Earthsavers Movement Dreams Academy 
chaired by Secretary Heherson T. Alvarez. 
Call 0920-9010969. 


In one of those gatherings, Guidote-Alvarez, 
who is also Presidential Assistant on Culture 
and executive director of the National Com- 
mission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA), was 
so impressed with Yang's performance that she 
invited him to join the modern zarzuela, which 
will be brought to La Mama Theater in New 
York, Alex Theater in Los Angeles and the Sta. 
Clara University Theater in the West Coast 
schedule in the last two weeks of June. 

Yang will play the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court. Coincidentally, former Chief 
Justice Hilario Davide, now Philippine Am- 
bassador to the United Nations, will be guest 
of honor in the New York premiere. Philippine 
Ambassador to the US Willy Gaa has also been 
invited. 

Yang's inclusion in the cast is simultaneous 
with the entry of the US-based veteran actor- 
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ECORDS produced by Cordillera musicians 


Igorot singers slam piracy B3 ЭШ 
— Г - 894-BODY (2639) 


Inquirer Northern 7 3 
Luzon for a free consultation. 


1А TRINIDAD, 
Benguet—The 

Cordillera's record- 
ing artists and pro- 
е 
against the "unabat- 
ed piracy" of their au- 
dio and video record- 
i í : : 

Officers of the AE VAS x 
соет Producer Tw 'e wantto be seen in the biggest 


and Recording Artists 


- 4E PORT] ^ 7 
Association (CPRAA) 4 7 3 à shindig of e year!” - 


have writen Vice 
Gov. Crescencio y аан әна 
Pacalso and the 
provincial board for 
legislative assistance, 

They said the Opti- 
cal Media Board PP » ; Tabl 
(OMB) should step in : j - + LAMAN: 
and penalize the cul- | HEN LIVE INTAGUIG 
piis № 

“Only the OMB à 
can directly enforce 
copyright," said Beni- 
to Garcia, CPRAA 
president. 

Garcia, a transla- 
tor and producer, 
said pirated copies of 
local artist produc- 
tions are sold in this 
town, as well as in 
Buguias 
Mankayan 
Benguet, Bontoc in 
Mt. Province, and in 
Baguio City. 
aang complainant: | Fallin love wit ts окошку sweet character and Hs delightful finish 
copies of their | ~-Sofl,smooth and refreshing. Without the bitter taste 
records are losing out 
to pirates in Tabuk 
town in Kalinga, 
Tuguegarao City in 
Cagayan, Isabela and 
some parts of La 
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One sip. falling in love has never tasted this good. 
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Regine and Piolo as neurotics in love make viewers feel oppressed 


IN THEIR CURRENT CO-STAR- 
rer, “Paano Kita Iibigin,” Piolo 
Pascual and Regine Velasquez 
play two strangers brought to- 
gether by fate—and the neuroses 
they share. Piolo is unable to re- 
cover from the death of his fi- 
ancé, while Regine is the finan- 
cially-strapped single mother of 
an asthmatic boy. 

Expectedly, the two neurotics ini- 
tially get оп each others 
nerves—until love strongly asserts 
itself Piolo's character isa particular- 
ly difficult person to love, because 
he's so full of anger and sel-hatred, 
consumes enormous amounts of al- 
cohol, and would be the last to win a 
Mr: Congeniality award. 

Joyce Bemals film has the 
praiseworthy objective of showing 
how even emotionally battered neu- 


тойсз can get a second chance to 
heal themselves and love again. 
"Trouble is, the movie's neurotic el- 
ement is pushed so hard that the. 
viewer ends up feeling oppressed 
rather than hopeful—so, when the 
regulation happy ending does come, 
itappears too good to be true. 


Age gap 

‘Adding to the strain is the age gap 
between the two leads. It’s quite а 
stretch to believe that love could 
bloom between the mismatched 
principal characters. 

Sure, May-December or May- 
September romances do happen, 
but this is not a stated theme of 
Bernal's film where the lovers’ ages 
‘are not supposed to be an issue. So, 
their love seems to look and feel 
awry and this distracts from the 


VIEWFINDEI 


Nestor 
U. Torre. 


movie's effectivity and believability 

Regine appears to be aware of the 
age gap problem, because she tries 
to make herself look more youthful. 
in some scenes by wearing false eye- 
lashes. Trouble is, this particular pair 
of false eyelashes is extra lush, long 
and thick, and thus calls too much 
attention. 

On point of performance, Piolo 
does his usual level best, but he can't 
seem to break through to come up 


trayal So, we can say that he's a 
competent actor when it comes to 
melodrama, but less so when the 
material is ly, deeply dramatic. 

For her part, Regine should be 
complimented for trying to do more 
than just her usual entertaining ro- 
manticcomedy romps. in this fim, 
she really digs into her emotional re- 
serves to do justice to the wounded, 
"ser" characters she plays. 


‘Efforted’ effort 

However, the effort is “efforted,” 
Decause the actress can't leave well 
enough alone and let her emotional 
intelligence take charge. She ap- 
pears to feel the need to push or in- 
dicate, or otherwise “decorate” her 
performance to make it more “inter- 
esting” 


with a memorable and moving por- This is particularly evident during 


Piolo's long “aria” in the movie, 
"where he talks at length about his in- 
nermost feelings. In such a focused 
scene, all that is really needed of his 
costar Regine, is to listen sympa: 
thetically But she does much more 
than that, coming up with a range of 
reactions and gestures to indicate 
that she's moved by Piolo's confes- 
sions. 

Regine's intention to “support” Pi- 
ойо in his key acting scene may have 
been good, but it wasnt really re- 
quired or called for, and ended up 
unintentionally distracting from his 
“moment” 

At film's end, Piolo finally seeks 
the professional psychiatric help he 
should have gotten a long time ago, 
and hes well enough to finally de- 
serve his second chance at happiness 
with Regine's character, who's also 


“found-bersolf Wonderful, but-th 
beep ate eerie “ear = 
зо the лівша to NEE 
level of facile, njglodramas ones 
again.” 3 3 $ 
Viewed more-positively, tho-Rlm-««] 
benefits from Bemas signamm, | 
blithe toucht here and there, and its 
flying scenes åre novel and eng 
ing. On the whole-however aano? | 
Kita Iibigin" is too neuroticall ap 
dramatically tormented =e 
forits own good. 


Cesare at Penguin 

“An Act of Bad Faith,” Cesare : 
Syjuco's installation of his new liter- 
ary hybrids, is on view at the Pen- > 
guin Cafe Gallery, Remedios Circe, 
Malate, Manila, until July 4. Thein- > 
stallation is curated by Jean Marie : 
Syjuco. 
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GHOST SHIPS 
Tales of ghost ships have intrigued and 
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БЕНТОН FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 


haunted us for centuries--from 


A poignant tale about two 
siblings in Benguet and their 
family’s struggle to survive 
amidst adversity 
Cinemanila Int'l Film Fest | 
San Sebastian Int'l Film Fest 
Winner of 2 Urian Awards! 


DON'T FAIL TO WATCH 


NOW SHOWING 


THIS HIGHLY-ACCLAIMED FILM! 
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phantom ships manned by the souls of 
the damned to the Queen Mary, an 
ocean liner that echoes at night with the 
moans of dead sailors, and the Mary 
Celeste, a ship whose crew vanished into 
thin air. Can this be explained by science 
and logic! Ghost ships are the subject of 
“Is It Real," Tuesday, June 19, 10 p.m., 
on the National Geographic Channel. 
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See Posters for more details 
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al Robin 


and principal song- 
writer of The Cran- 
berries, which sold 
some 45 million al- 
bums worldwide. 

Now Dolores is 
back with her solo al- 
bum, "Are You Listen- 
ing” from Sequel 
Records, released lo- 
cally by Universal 
Records, It features 
the new single "Ordi- 
nary Day,” co-pro- 
duced by Youth and 
Dan Broadbeck and 
engineered by Rich 
Chycki. 

The 12-track al- 
bum, a must have, is 
Dolores first outing 
in four years 

It was written and 
recorded — between 
her home in Canada 


and Ireland, 
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SMART and LANDBANK celebrate ...... 


==” 


Migrant Workers’ Day through” = 
“Biyaheng Pinoy”: . 


“Biyaheng Pinoy” was one big celebration that unveiled 3 milestone programs for the OFW. The event drew. Г 

representatives of OFW families along with top government officials led by Labor Secretary Arturo D: Brion, :: 
Finance Secretary Margarito B. Teves, International Organization for Migrations - Manila Director Bruce Reed 
and OWWA Administrator Marianito D. Roque as well as the other heads of agencies and members of the inedia. 


T 


MALACANANG PALACE 
MANILA 


Warmest congratulations to SMART 

Communications, Inc. as you launch the LANDBANK 
OFW Cash Card, Groceria Reintegration Project and CREATE, in cooperation with the 
Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE), Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration (OWWA), Philippine Overseas Employment Administration (РОЕА) 
and Land Bank of the Philippines. 


Tam glad that as part of the commemoration of World Migrant Workers’ Day on June 7. 
you are launching these three significant projects that will surely benefit millions of overseas 
Filipino workers and their families. 


The LANDBANK OFW Cash Card will enable our OFWS to send their remittances 
to their families through SMS-based services, regardless of time and place, all at the speed 


sending remittances. 


The OWWA Groceria Reintegration Project and SMART Bro will allow OFWs and 
their families to become small entrepreneurs by going into the Internet Café business and 
into small grocery business. 


‘The SMART CREATE, an initiative of DOLE, is Asia's first training institute 
specifically for telecommunications. This will help produce globally-competitive IT workers. 


Our government is now focused on bringing the benefits of a strong economy to every 
Filipino as we put in place the massive infrastructures needed to attract more investments, 
create more jobs, and beat poverty, I am confident that through these projects, we can push 


our country's political stability, economic growth, and peace and order. x 


T look forward to the success of these projects. Mabuhay tayong lahat! 


of a text message. This would greatly reduce the transaction cost and the time consumed in | 


p" 


APAT ITNA 


SMART Communications, Inc., with the rest 
of the PLDT Group, joins the rest of the country 
in saluting our Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) on 
Migrant Workers” Day. 


“Biyaheng Pinoy: Isang Pagpupugay” is an 
opportunity for us to reaffirm our commitment to offer 
progressively more affordable and convenient 

communications services, remittance services and entrepreneurship opportunities. 


Our involvement in the Groceria Project of the Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration reinforces our commitment to continue providing entrepreneurial 
opportunities via dealerships under our products and services like SMART Bro, SMART 
Load and SMART Padala. 


The SMART Center for Resource Enhancement and Advanced 
Telecommunications Education (CREATE) is our response to government's thrust to 
generate more employment opportunities here and abroad through relevant training 
in the telecommunications industry. 


With the LANDBANK OFW Cash Card, all of LANDBANK's clients now 


have access to a mobile phone-based remittance service that uses the SMART Financial 
Services Hub. In early 2007, SMART announced its SMART Financial Services Hub 
at the 3GSM World Congress in Barcelona, Spain. This new mobile commerce platform 
will enable Filipinos in the Middle East, Europe, Asia, North America and elsewhere 
to remit funds using their cellphones, and their recipients here to receive them - all 
at the speed of a text message. 


Our commitment to better serve their needs is our tribute to the overseas Filipino 
community. Mabuhay ang Global Pinoy! 


NAPOLEON L. NAZARENO 
President & CEO 
PLDT and SMART Communications 


—— M 


SOAS PRET 


| 
| i a ‘The Department of Labor and Employment is happy” 
LF юса part of this opportunity to give tribute to our verse 


Filipino Workers (OFWs) on Migrant Workers’ Day. | 


% “Biyahéng Pinoy: Isang Pagpupugay” portrays Бе journey of opportunites that ай | 
OFWs must be able to make. We are glad that we arc all working together to create stops in 
their joumey that will help sustain them and their families. 


Wo commend SMART Communications Tac. and the rst ofthe PLDT Group tor | 
ing government's efforts to make the lives of our migrant workers casier through 
s like the LANDBANK OFW Cash Card, the Groceria Project and the SMART Center, 
for Resource Enhancement and Advanced Telecommunications Education (CREATE). 


We are particularly pleased with the cooperation and agreements reached with SMART 
CREATE. The Labor Department fully supports this model where the major industry player 
seeks the support of government and the academe to meet its manpower needs and requirements ` 
to give-as many Filipinos.a crack at more employment opportunities. After all, our job is to 
create more work for more Filipinos here and abroad. 


Hence, we welcome this opportunity to be а part of this tribute to the OFW, and to 
strengthen partnerships with socially responsible corporate citizens like the PLDT Group, which 
uses its combined technology and resources to help government in its programs for nation building, 


With all of us pulling the oars together, we ensure a smoother ride for “Biyaheng Pinay”, 
and a better future for our OFWs. Thank you very much. 


SEC. ARTURO D. BRION 
Department of Labor and Employrfifft 


Basit amang P 


The Land Bank of the Philippines is one with 

the nation in celebrating Migrant Workers' Day as we 
collectively pay tribute to the hard work and noble 
endeavors of our fellow Filipinos abroad. 


We recognize the many sacrifices that Filipino 
migrant workers have to endure in order to provide 
for the needs of their families back home. Thus, we 
at LANDBANK would like to give our OFWS the peace of mind that comes with the. 
assurance that their hard-earned money reaches their families in a safer and 
faster way. 


This is why LANDBANK is pleased to partner with SMART Communications 
in the development of the LANDBANK OFW Cash Card. This strategic tie-up will 
not only ensure faster and safer remittance using SMART's mobile commerce platform, 
but also easier access to financial services by our OFW's beneficiaries anywhere in 
the Philippines. LANDBANK has more than 340 branches, as well as 741 ATMs 
nationwide and 7,000 affiliate ATMs of Expressnet, Bancnet, and Megalink. 


‘The LANDBANK OFW Cash Card is not just an ID card and a remittance 
tool but also serves as a “welfare” card which makes possible monthly deductions 
representing contributions to their memberships to Social Security System, PhilHealth 
and Pag-IBIG Fund. 


Through products and services such as the LANDBANK OFW Cash Card 
powered by SMART Communications, LANDBANK affirms its commitment to help 
uplift the welfare of many hardworking OFWs, wherever they may be. 


Mabuhay ang ating mga bagong bayani! 


GILDA E. PICO 
President & СВО 
Land Bank of the Philippines 


Biyaheng Pinay” was one big cl 

top goverment officials led by Labor Secretary Arturo D. Brion, Finance 
Secretary Margarito B. Teves, нетна! Organization for Migrations - Manila 
Direwor Broce Reed end OWWA Adeninisttator Marianito D. Roque ва well эз 
tho other bada of agencies and members of the media. 


SMART геге, Consumer Division Head Dono J. Mofica invites спосо 


фо on the journey of opportunities represented by "Biyaheng Piney: Isang 
Pagpupugay. as be formally apens the tribute- 


Department of Labor and Employment Secretary Arturo Р. Brion delivers an 
inspiring message on behalf of President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 


LANDBANK President and CEO Gils E. Pico and LANDBANK Board Chairman 
Finance Secretary Margarito B. Teves led ie unveiling of he LANDBANK 
ОРУ Cash Card: 


Administrator Marianito D. Roque, OFW beneficiaries Catalina and Rogelio 
Cantillo,L-abor Secretary Arturo D. Brion and SMART Wireless Consumer 
Division Head Danilo 3 Mojica. 


(rom right) SMART Wireless Consumer Division Head Danilo J. Mojica und 
OWWA Aóniaistue Marianito D. Rogue wah OFW Family Cle beneficiaries, 
Rene Tuto, Ma. Teresa Obo, Pepto Quijano and Corazon Diaz. They were 
‘swande an interest free ian asistance package plus a SMART Bro computer 
partage under the Отоа -SMART Bro project, an initiative of OWWA under 
"Bo goverment reintegration program. 


)FWs Ride 
“Biyaheng 
SMART and LANDBANK 


Migrant Workers” Day by hi 
landmark services for overs 


Overseas Filipino Workers were in for one spectacular ride during “Biyaheng Pinoy: Isang 
Migrant Workers’ Day. 


Not one, but three OFW programs were announced during the event mounted by the Department 
Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA), Philippine Overseas Employment Administration (POEA 
Communications, Inc. 


OWWA Groceria 


Five groups of OFW families or OFW Family Circle beneficiaries were awarded an intd 
SMART Bro computer package under OWWA Groceria, an initiative of OWWA under the governme} 


“We are expanding the range of benefits that an OFW can avail of under OWWA Groceria. Ву 


stations at the barangay level, we are providing access to cheaper yet longer communication with love| 
Marianito D. Roque. 


OWWA Groceria was established to help OFWs and their families by providing them livelihood an 
establishment of grocery stores. Under the project, an OWWA Groceria beneficiary is able to borrow up t] 


First Telco Training Institute in Asia 


The chances of employment in the telecommunications industry just got better with the cre 
Enhancement and Advanced Telecommunications Education (CREATE) by the leading wireless sj 
and other government agencies. 


SMART CREATE is the first training institute in Asia that is dedicated to telecommunicatiy 
skilled workers and professionals who can meet the increasingly sophisticated demand 


Labor Secretary Arturo D. Brion delivered the keynote speech on behalf of President Gloria N 
CREATE as “the most timely response by the private sector to the initiative of government in invel 


The founding of this Center is a great leap in the direction to harness the latest technological and mat 
said Secretary Estrella F. Alabastro of the Department of Science and Technology. Commissioner Aj] 
on Information and Communications Techonology speaks highly of SMART CREATE, stating 
administration's vision of making a truly competitive and global Pinoy.” “Our country needs IT prc 
to the values we profoundly uphold from our future leaders in the field of information and teleq 
Commissioner Nona $. Ricafort. 


During the unveiling of SMART CREATE, Technical Education and Skills Development Auth 
Syjuco presented a certificate of scholarship commitment worth P1 million to enable interested technical 
in the training institute. 


LAN NK OFW Cash Card 
OFW families who attended the event were given a preview of the convenience and speed of a 1 
Cash Card, LANDBANK’s newest remittance and financial product developed in partnership with S 


“The LANDBANK OFW Cash Card uses the SMART Financial Services Hub, SMART's п] 
money remitted to them anytime, anywhere,” LANDBANK President and CEO Gilda E. Pico said. 


The convenience and speed of the service was demonstrated with an actual fund transfer sti 
Bahrain His Excellency Eduardo Pablo Maglaya, a Filipina worker in Bahrain used her cellphone] 
mobile phone-based remittance was described as “a first in Philippine migration history” by Labor 


“Biyaheng Pinoy” also proved to be an entertaining ride with host Edu Manzano, who was 
The crowd responded with much applause and shouts for encore to seasoned talents Jed Madela, Tues 


Although “Biyaheng Pinoy” came to an end, the journey of opportunities for OFWs continues: 


‘The Migra Worker Day exe 

‘vith the participation of government off 

Па Exccleocy Eduardo Pablo Maglaya and LANDBANK Midi Fast 
Regional Head Manuel Inserto (on video sereen). 


“The OWWA also granted special оза packages under OWWA Groceria ` 
to 15 OFW Famiy Crete залаат 


— — —'— BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


Pagpupugay,” a tribute held in celebration of 


bf Labor and Employment (DOLE), Overseas 
„Тапа Bank of the Philippines, and SMART + 


rest-free loan assistance package plus a 
пе reintegration program. 


providing OWWA-SMART Bro computer 
Li ones abroad,” said OWWA Administrator 


| self-employment opportunities through the 
lo P50,000 in the form of merchandise goods. 


ation of the SMART Center for Resource 
brvices provider in partnership with DOLE 


bns, with the objective of developing highly 
|; of the telco industry here and abroad. 


acapagal Arroyo where she described SMART 
sting in the people.” 


hagerial advances in the field of telecommunications,” 
hgelo Timoteo M. Diaz de Rivera of the Commision 
hat “this initiative is a gesture and support to our 
fessionals who are globally competent yet committed 
lommunications technology,” states Higher Education 


jority (TESDA) Director General, Secretary Augusto Boboy 
ind vocational students to pursue courses on telecommunications 


nobile phone-based remittance service using the LANDBANK OFW 
MART. 


lobile commerce platform, which allows our OFW beneficiaries to withdraw the 


leamed live from Bahrain. During the transaction witnessed by Philippine Ambassador to 
to send funds to her mom who then withdrew the remittance at an ATM set up onstage. The 
Secretary Arturo D. Brion. 


sted.by SMART celebrity endorsers Vhong Navarro, Dominic Ochoa and Epi Quizon as segment hosts. 
Vargas, Rachel Ann Go, Christian Bautista and Rachel Alejandro, who gave amazing performances. 


cobple shows of the resitance thot Catalina withdrew from an. 


(иһ. government and private sectors working together to address their needs. рова OE se 


pina who works in Bahrain, is ie koy player in complex the wancacton om rematance io гы, Catalina Castilia 

that is shown live during te Migrant Workers ases her LANDBANK OPW Cash Card to withdrew fonds that her 

Day celebration in Manila via webcast With her i Philippe Ambasator daughter, Reina, seat to ber from Bahrain in a speed of a text. Looking 

до Bahrain His Excellency Eduardo Pablo Maglaya and Labor Attache fon are (from le) her husband Rogelio Sr., host Eda Manzano 

Ар Gnd SMART Communities gnd Series, New Basins Ном 
Lio Ива. 
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ТНЕ FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS. 


аа dej 


LANDBANK and SMART, together with DOLE, POEA and 
OWWA will soon bring you the new OFW Cash Card. 


With SMART's advanced mobile commerce technology and 
LANDBANK'S vast country-side network, over 8 million Filipinos 
abroad and their families can soon avail of the LANDBANK OFW 
Cash Card. 

The new LANDBANK OFW Cash Card will soon: 

* Offer a fast, secure, reliable and convenient remittance service 
* Serve as a welfare card where SSS, Philhealth and Pag-ibig 

contributions can be paid. 


a LANE A. ye Â 
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Special FERTURE 


Hilton 


Cebu Resort & Spa 


WN А PIECE OF LUXURY SUCH AS A BEACHFRONT PROPERTY, ENJOY AND 
experience prestige such as a five-star hotel accommodation, and at the same 
time make a sound investment. Sounds appealing? 


In a nutshell, these and more 
can be had when you invest and 
become a member of The Resort 
Club, the newly established beach 
and resort club at Hilton Cebu Re- 
sort & Towers in Mactan, Cebu. 

The Resort Club functions as 
an exclusive beach resort & coun- 
try dub with members enjoying 
the amenities, services and stan- 
dards of a five-star hotel accom- 
modation at the clubs spa 
suites, but at the same time own a 
share of the property as an invest- 
ment, according to Manny 
Osmefa, group chairman of 
OIKONOMOS International Re- 
sources Corporation. 

Members of The Resórt Club, 
who are also shareholders, can 
visit The Resort Club anytime of 
the year and can avail of seven 
one-night certificates of compli- 
mentary spa suite accommoda- 
tions in the clubs five-star ser- 
viced apartments. 

Each one-night certificate of 
complimentary accommodations 


can be used any time during the 
year by simply making a reserva- 
tion-similar to booking a five-star 
hotel suite. 

At The Resort Club, since it is 
part of the Hilton Cebu Resort & 
Towers complex, members can 
have access to the hotel's recre- 
ational, health and fitness facili 
ties, plus they can also indulge in 
various gastronomic adventures 
at the fine restaurants and cafes 
with permanent discount privi- 
legesto boot. 

Imagine enjoying a five-star ho- 
tel suite, or indulging in the Re- 
sorts Spa, or enjoying a refreshing 
dip in the huge free-from swim- 
ming pool amidst an island par- 
adise setting, or sunbathing in a 
private white beach, or engaging 
in a water sports activity in the 
marina-its exactly the experience 
of a guest in a five-star hotel that 
The Resort Club offers. 

Assharesof The Resort Clubare 
being offered to the public, it is a 
registered Philippine corporation 


authorized by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission to sell 
shares of stock. The Resort Club 
Inc. operates a five-star serviced 
apartments, super fitness center 
and other recreational facilities in 
phase two of the Hilton Cebu Re- 
sort & Towers. Being proprietary 
in nature, shareholders have vot- 
ing rights and own pro-rata the 
club's properties at the end of the 
term of thecorporation-making it 
unique among private clubs. 

The value of a share for The Re- 
sort Club is pegged at P695,000 
for class B proprietary share and 
P450,000 for class A proprietary 
share, Class B proprietary share 
privileges include seven nights ac- 
commodation every year in a two 
bedroom spa suite. Class A propri- 
etary share privileges include sev- 
en nights accommodation every 
year in a one bedroom spa suite. 
‘And of course, both class A and B 
shareholders can enjoy the facili 
ties and amenities of Hilton Cebu 
Resort & Towers. 


saan 


One man's passion of making customers happy 


man's passion to make better the 


IE WAS A LABOR OF LOVE and one 


amenities and services experienced by 
private club members that The Resort 
Club at Hilton Cebu Resort & Towers in 
Mactan, Cebu was established. 


Manny Osmefia, Group Chairman 
of OIKONOMOS Intemational Re- 
sources Corporation, even went fur- 
ther with improving the concept of a 
private club by taking in members as 
co-owners and investors of The Re- 
sort Club. 

"The concept is a hybrid in itself," 
says Osmefia of the nature of The Re- 
sort Club. He says many people con- 
fuse the whole concept with a time- 
share concept, which is a right of use 
of hotel accommodations. People 
buy timeshare to avail of a right of 
use of hotels, resorts and other ac- 
commodations. 

On the other hand, The Resort 
Club, as a public corporation regis- 
tered with the SEC, offers a corpo- 
rate share that the investor can 
transfer to his or her heir or sell to 
other interested parties, according 
to Osmefia, who first came up with 
the idea for The Resort Club eigh 
years ago. 

"Timeshare сап be sold as well, 
butits value goes down as its 30-year 
life decreases. Whereas in propri- 
etary share such as offered at The 
Resort Club, the value of the share 
goes up as the value of the property 
goes up over time.” 

He adds that the wonderful thing 
about The Resort Club is that mer 
ber-shareholders do not pay numer- 


The Resort Club's Manny Osmeña 
with Cebu governor Gwen Garcia 
and Tourism secretary Ace Durano 


ous fees such as booking fees & 
transfer fees apparent in timeshare 
concept. The Resort Club members 
also do not experience discrimina- 
tions or paying extra amounts in 

bookings such as timeshare 
members experience when they only 
have bronze membership versus the 
gold or platinum membership. 

"In a proprietary share, every 
shareholder is treated equally, When 
the member makes a booking or 
makes a transfer of accommodation 
certificates, there's no extra or hid- 
den charges.” 

Osmefia adds that members only 
pay P1,200 for Class A and P1,800 
for Class B as monthly dues for the 
upkeep and maintenance of the spa 
suites and facilities. Why the low 
monthly due for a fabulous five-star 


facility? Osmefia says the small 
monthly due is one advantage of lo- 
cating The Resort Club within the 
Hilton Cebu Resort & Towers. "It's 
actually a synergy-since the hotel 
management and staff service the 
upkeep and maintenance of the The 
Resort Club, the Club benefits from. 
the services of five-star hotel man- 
agers, a fvestar hotel executive 
chef, five-star hotel fitness gym in- 
structors, five-star hotel services--ev- 
erything is five-star.” 

‘Osmefia says The Resort Club has 
already sold about 500 shares. He 
says they're currently doing property 
roadshows in Hong Kong and Singa- 
pore to sell The Resort Club. Like- 
Wise property roadshows are also 
scheduled in California, New York 
and London, since part of the target 
market of The Resort Club are the 
Filipinos overseas. 

Osmefia, a former furniture ex- 
porter turned hotel and real estate 
mover in Cebu, says the concept be- 
hind The Resort Club is very timely 
and answers the need of the market 
and investors. 

" had to come up with a concept 
that was almost perfect because of 
my obsession in quality and stan- 
dards, Thad to create a business that 
creates happy customers." Raquel Р 
Gomez 


‘The Resort Club's launch party in May was one big bash 
that brought together Cebu's elite, Filipino jetsetters 
from abroad, politicians and government officials, and 
the media to witness the grand opening of the new 
addition to Hilton Cebu Resort & Towers. 


Congratulations 
to the opening of the 


Suites and Facilities 
of the 
Resort Club 
at Hilton Cebu Resort and Towers 
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Congratulations! 


Hilton Cebu 


Resort Club Grand 
Opening 


Compliments from: 


OTIS 


Otis E&M Company Philippines, Inc. 
14IF Petron Mega Plaza 
358 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
P.O. Box 1564 MCPO 1255 Philippines 
Telephone: (632) 886-3502 
Facsimile: (632) 886-3529 
www.otis.com 


Cebu Office: Unit-D Freestar Arcade, 
Subang Daku, Mandaue City 
Davao Office: B-29 L-3 Ciudad de 
Esperanza, Cabatian Buhangin, Davao 
ity 
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Mactan Island, Cebu 


Telephone : (63-32) 4927855 
Fax : (63-32) 4927799 


Email : trc.hiltoncebu gmail.com 


Grectings from: 


G? Grace Park International I 


Congratulations 


BS Ii. E us 

| 1236 = aaa Sr. Ave., Showroom at the Glorietta 4, | 
“Corner D.Tuazon, Quezon City 4th floor Home Buddies area, 
Contact us at: 411.9571 to 75 Contact us at: 729.5530 
(740: 7205; (EL ш 743.7522 729.2687 


———— PP —Ó—— — 


to the opening of the 


Suites and Facilities CONGRATULATIONS!! 


HILTON CEBU RESORT 
& TOWERS 


“ON THE GRAND OPENING 
OF ITS RESORT CLUB" 


Resort Club 


at Hilton Cebu Resort and Towers 


Mactan Island, Cebu 


GREETINGS FROM: 
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: tre.hiltoncebu@gmail.com 
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BALOONS AND HAPPY faces 
of investors mark the opening rites 
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FAIR TO REMEMBER. Gina Озтейа, Tourism Department regional 
Mil. -оачтие Roa, Manny Osmeria, Gwen Garcia and Ace Durano join the 
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Congratulations 


to the opening of the 


Suites and Facilities 


of the 


Resort Club 


at Hilton Cebu Resort and Towers 
Mactan Island, Cebu 


Telephone : (63-32) 4927855 
Fax : (63-32) 4927799 
Email : tre.hiltoncebu@gmail.com 


Greetings from: 


FEDERAL BUILDERS, ING. 
199 CM RECTO COR. A MABINI STS. 
BRGY. ADDITION HILLS, SAN JUAN METRO MANILA 


Congratulations 


to the opening of the 


Suites and Facilities 


of the 


Resort Club 


at Hilton Cebu Resort and Towers 
Mactan Island, Cebu 
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e Resort Club 


at 
Hilton Cebu Resort & Towers 
Punta Епдайо, Lapu-Lapu City 
6015 Cebu, Philippines 
Telephone + 6332 492 7855 


CONGRATULATIONS 


HILTON CEBU RESORT 
& TOWERS 


international, inc. 


Supplier of Gym Equipment, Sports & Commercial 
Flooring and Playground Equipment 


unit 304, page 1 building, 1215 acacia avenue 
madrigal business park, ayala alabang, muntinlupa city 
contact nos: 632.809.7134 / 632.807.9813 telefax: 632.807.2383 
email: esports@tri-isys.com 


CONGRATULATIONS 


to the opening of 
The SUITES and FACILITIES 


of 
The Resort Club 


at 


Hilton Cebu Resort & Towers 


Mactan Island, Cebu 
Telephone: (63-32) 4927855 
Fax: (63-32) 4927799 
Email: trc.hiltoncebu@gmail.com 


Greetings from: 
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Paints, Oil & Etc. 
946 Fabella St., Mandaluyong City, Philippines 
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Inquirer.net, Yahoo! 
team up for video 
service on Freedom Day 


DEEP IN THOUGHT. А nursing graduate 
takes the board examinations at the National 
University in Manila as the stigma of last 
year’s leakage scandal lingers. siens 


Leakage row 
reunites 13,000 
nursing grads 


By Leila B. Salaverria 
and Jerome Aning 


THEY ARE GLAD THE RETAKE OF PORTIONS 
of the nursing licensure exam is over, but the 
nursing graduates affected by the leakage 
controversy that tainted the June 2006 exam 
are not heaving sighs of relief just yet as they 
await the results that would determine their 
future. 

‘At least three nursing graduates who re- 
took Tests Ш and V yesterday expressed sur- 
prise that the questions covered topics that 
did not fall under the two tests’ categories, 
Medical-Surgical Nursing and Psychiatric 
Nursing, respectively. 

“The exam was difficult. We were surprised 
at some of the questions because they dealt 
with other topics like research,” said a female 


LEAKAGE/ AB 


Tech-voc 
tops agenda 
of DepEd 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 
(Last of two parts) 
FROM DAY ONE, EDUCATION SECRETARY 
Jesli A. Lapus has been passionate about look- 
ing into what he calls the 
“skills-and-jobs mis- 
match” in the local labor SPECIAL 
market. REPORT 
“The sad reality is that 
despite the growing demand for skilled work- 
ers in various technical and vocational (tech- 
voc) fields, many Filipinos remain unem- 
ployed. Regrettably, a lot of these young un- 
employed Filipinos have college de- 
grees—they have college diplomas in areas 
that have no employment value,” Lapus 
TECHVOCIAIG 


CBCP: Let’s honor poll 


By Jerome Aning 


HONOR THE UNSUNG HEROES—THE 
teachers and poll watchdog volunteers who 
served in the recent midterm elections, as 
well as the victims of extrajudicial killings 
and involuntary disappearances. 

‘This was the Independence Day message 
of Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines president and Jaro Archbishop 
‘Angel Lagdameo. Aside from honoring the 
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Spurs halfway to NBA 
crown , take 2-0 lead 
over Cavaliers 
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Maguindanao 
teachers fear for 
lives after killing 
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Nadal wins 
3rd French 
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US spy plane, Navy 


join search for priest 


By Julie S. Alipala 

and Christine O. Avendaño 

AUS SPY PLANE SCOURED THE SEAS AND 
the Philippine Navy conducted a blockade as po- 
lice and troops fanned out in the Zamboanga 
Peninsula in search of an Italian priest who was 
kidnapped Sunday. 
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Tuesday, June 1. 
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Police said a splinter group of the Moro Is- 
USSPY PLANE/ AB 


Maguindanao CoCs 
stolen, says Bedol 


Election 
inspectors 
no-show 
at hearing 


By Nikko Dizon 
and Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE ELECTION INSPEC- 
tors and the winning local 
candidates had been sum- 
moned to appear at the 
Commission on Elections, 
but no one showed up. 


And, as if to further test the pa- 
tience of the Comelec, the munici 
pal certificates of canvass (CoCs), or 
vote tallies, that were to support the 
claims that the administration sena- 
torial candidates had scored a 12-0 
sweep in Maguindanao were miss- 
ing. 

The man at the center of it 
all--provincial election supervisor 
Lintang Bedol—claimed the vote 
tallies had been stolen. 


during a scheduled investigation and is 


MOBBED BY MEDIA. Maguindanao election supervisor Lintang Bedol surfaces at the Commission on Elections office in Mani 
mediately surrounded by women journalists. 


REMZAMORA 


He hates being called “second Garci” 


Faced with these developments, 
the Comelec en banc yesterday 
postponed to Friday its hearing оп 
whether or not to declare a failure 
ofelections in the province. 
Such a declaration may lead to 
newelections in Maguindanao. 
Thus, the fate of three men aspir- 
ing for the last two Senate slot 
lowing the May 14 elections—the 
MAGUINDANAO! A4 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 
and Nikko Dizon 


AT ONE POINT IN HIS LIFE, LINTANG 
Bedol said he had to spend his own mon- 
ey for a bullerproof car and he did not 
dare wander around his hometown with- 
out bodyguards. 

That was the kind of danger the con- 
troversial Maguindanao election super- 
visor tried to portray himself to media as 


being in while serving in an area that had 
become a hotbed of election controver- 
sies. 

Some of his daims, made during a 
freewheeling interview with reporters 
yesterday, could challenge one's creduli- 


ty. 

Bedol appeared before the Commis- 
sion on Elections yesterday after he 
failed to show up at last week's hearing 
on questionable vote tallies that could 


seal the fate of opposition and adminis 
tration candidates fighting for the last 
two Senate slots. 

Doubts about the authenticity of the 
vote tallies arose after several school 
teachers told watchdogs and media 
groups of how gunmen had filled out the 
ballots themselves, or forced teachers to 
fll them out, with the names of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's senatorial candi- 

HEHATES/A4 


heroes who helped the country attain na- 
tionhood 109 years ago, he urged Filipinos 
to remember the ordinary heroes. 

“In the attempt to showcase some great, 
mighty and popular personalities as icons 
ofthe bayani (hero), let us not lose sight of 
the innumerable and unnamed bayani of 
our country's history,” Lagdameo said yes- 
terday in a statement reflecting on the 
theme of today’s Independence Day cele- 
bration: “Kalayaan 2007: Bayan, Bayani, 


r on Campbell 


| Macapagal-Arroyo 


heroes, too 


Bayanihan.” 

The prelate cited the volunteers of the 
Parish Pastoral Council for Responsible Vot- 
ing, the National Citizens’ Movement for 
Free Elections and the public school teach- 
ers “who, despite odds, difficulties, obsta- 
des, frustrations and threats, defended the 
sacredness of the ballot against those dese- 
crating groups.” 

Lagdameo added: “In the midst of ram- 

CBCP) Als 


5 


congratulates Carl 
Beck, US Peace Corps. 
country director, after. 
hereceiveda 
certificate and medal 
оп behalf ofthe agency 
which was conferred 
the Order of the 
Golden Heart in. 
Malacahang. Julia 
Campbell, a Peace 
Corps volunteer who 
was killed in April 
while on a mountain. 
trek, was conferred. 
thesame award. US 
Ambassador Kristie 
Kenney (center) was 
among the guests at 
the ceremony. 
омацон 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO YESTERDAY 
posthumously conferred the Order of the Golden 
Heart with the rank of officer on US Peace Corps 
volunteer Julia Campbell, who was brutally killed 


while on a mountain trek just before the compl 
tion ofa two-year mission as a teacher. 


le- 


“It was an honor bestowed on Julia Campbell 
for her dedicated service to the Philippines," Josh 
Corbett, a fellow volunteer who received the 


award on her behalf, said later. 


Ms Arroyo also conferred on the Peace Corps; 
represented by its country director Carl Beck, the 
Order of the Golden Heart with the rank of Grand 


Cross. 


The Order of the Golden Heart award was estab- 
lished in 1954. It is given to government officials, 
and civilians, including foreigners, who have 
helped improve the plight of impoverished Fils 


ipinos. 


Created by the US Congress, the Peace Corps, 


GMAAR 


MAKABAYAN 


KA PALA 'PAG 
NAG-ABSENT 


KA NGAYON! 


Defy work holiday, 
Aguinaldo heirs urge 


BAGUIO CITY—DON'T WORK TODAY, IN- 
dependence Day, the heirs of Gen. Emilio 
Aguinaldo have asked Filipinos in defiance 
of a presidential proclamation that made to- 
day a working holiday for the first time in 
Philippine history. 

Emilio Aguinaldo Suntay Ш, great grand- 

DEFY/ Als 


ОЛУР; 


“ + 


FOUR DIGIT 


EZ2 
BO | CO ^0) (8) 3) 
Mid-Day SUERTRES Evening 
( (5 03) 1 07 OD 
aga 
MEGALOTTO 6/45 A 
T wo dr Gr 32 33) 
P4,500,000.00 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Second 


FRONT 


E-mail pr_news@inquirer.com.ph 
Text us your feedback: inquirer news name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


More tutors fear for lives 
er whistle-blower’s slay 


By Charlie C. Señase 
Inquirer Mindanao 


COTABATO CITY—TEACHERS IN 
Pagalungan town now fear for 
their lives following the killing of a 
retired school supervisor who ex- 
posed alleged election irregulari- 
ties in Pagalungan town in 
Maguindanao. 


“Some of them are hesitant to continue the fight, 
‘but we assured them of our unwavering support” 
said former Maguindanao Gov. Norodin Matalam. 

Matalam said the teachers expressed their fears 
during the funeral of retired Maguindanao school 
supervisor Musa Dimasidsing, who was shot dead 
Saturday night in Pikit, North Cotabato. * 

The former governor has sought the help of 
the police and military in securing the safety 
ofteachers and other whistle-blowers. 

Dimasidsing, 60, sustained two gunshot 
wounds in the head and body, but police 
claimed to have recovered three empty shells 
froma .45-cal. pistol. 

Dimasidsing was a transient resident of Pikit fol- 
lowing threats on his life that forced him to move 
from nearby Pagalungan in Maguindanao. He had 


exposed the alleged fraudulent mayoral race in his 
hometown where the prominent Montawal and 
Matalam political dans were at loggerheads. 

Matalam, an opposition mayoral bet, had ac- 
cused his rival, Uto Montawal, who was with the 
administration, of manipulating the election and 
intimidating voters. Montawal was proclaimed 
the winner by the municipal board of canvassers 
although 36 ballot boxes containing election те- 
turns from seven villages had yet to be canvassed. 

About 7,000 votes from Pagalungan, which 
has more than 10,000 registered voters, had 
yet to be canvassed. Nevertheless, its election 
officer Elisa Gasmin, who remained missing, 
officially declared Montawal the winner. 

The Philippine National Police has ordered 
Maguindanao police to immediately arrest 
suspects. 

“We should not allow the killings to go on. 
The suspects should be arrested,” PNP Direc- 
tor General Oscar Calderon told the InquineR 
yesterday in a phone interview. 

Calderon said he directed the commander 
of Region ХИ, Chief Supt. Felizardo Serapio, 
to submit an investigation report on the inci- 
dent to Camp Crame. 

Meanwhile, the Commission on Elections 
has condemned the murder of Dimasidsing 
and has assured poll fraud witnesses that they 
would be provided security. 

Ar a pres briefing yesterday Comelec 


spokesperson James Jimenez said that whatever. 
Task Force Maguindanao would uncover would 
be “partly due to Dimasidsings courage." 

Jimenez said Comelec Commissioner 
Nicodemo Ferrer, who heads the task force, 
assured poll fraud witnesses that they would 
be given protection. 

Lawyer Carlos Medina of the Legal Network for 
‘Truthful Elections (Lente) said the Comelec 
should brace itself for the refusal of teachers to as- 
sume the now dangerous role of election officer in 
case a special election is called in Maguindanao. 

Henrietta de Villa, chair of the Parish Pastoral 
‘Council for Responsible Voting, said Dimasidsing's 
murder presented other problems. 

"There is the fear factor in place right now,” 
she said. "But fear is already a given reality in 
the [Autonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao]. This means we will have to work dou- 
bly hard in mobilizing volunteers. It would be 
harder to regroup at this point.” 

‘The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Cotabato, 
Which has jurisdiction over Maguindanao, has al- 
so condemned the Dimasidsing slay 

“We are shocked and we cant help but jump to 
the conclusion [that his death may be election-re- 
lated] "said Jose Bagaforo, auxiliary bishop of the 
archdiocese of Cotabato, in an interview over 
church-owned station Radio Veritas. With reports 
from Alcuin Papa, Nikko Dizon, Jocelyn К. Uy, 
Cathy Yamsuan and Jerome Aning 
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AFP surveying troops 
on Trillanes victory 


By Christine O. Avendaño mutiny charges in both civilian 
and military courts in connec- 
tion with the 2003 Oakwood 
mutiny—should sit in the Sen- 
ate. 

“We would also like to know 
what efforts we [should under- 
take] in case a group of soldiers 
would have a dissenting opin- 
ion on [Trillanes going to the 
Senate]—so that we could tar- 
get them and tell them the peo- 
ple gave him a mandate,” 
Bacarro said. 

This, too, he said, was to "re- 
move rumblings within the or- 
ganization.” 

Васапо reiterated the mili- 
tary’ position that winning in the 
lection “will not in any way ex- 
tinguish (Trillanes) liabilities,” 
and existing laws require that the 
military have custody over him. 

Asked if a Trillanes victory 
would pose a problem for the 
military, Bacarro said the AFP 
was not at all bothered by the 
possibility 

“Actually (Trillanes) could be 
an ally, he can even be an ally,” 
Bacarro said, pointing out that 
having been an officer Trillanes 
would know the needs of the 
soldiers and the AFP and could 
fill these through legislation. 


BECAUSE IT WAS FACING FOR 
the firsttime a situation where 
а rebel former officer was very 
likely to be proclaimed a sena- 
tor, the military has been sur- 
veying its officers and men to 
learn their sentiments on the 
possibility. 

The survey of the men's feel- 
ings about former Navy Lt. An- 
tonio Trillanes” probable elec- 
tion is being conducted by the 
Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines Civil Relations Service 
(AFP.CRS) and was a "mu 
agement tool" for the AFP lead- 
ership “to find out what was 
happening below [in order] to 
able to give an appropriate re- 
sponse,” AFP information chief 
Lt. Col. Bartolome Bacarro said 
yesterday. 

“The real intent of the sur- 
vey is to find out the senti- 
ments ofthe soldiers so thatwe 
can identify what efforts the 
AFP leadership should [exert] 
to educate [them], Bacarro 
told reporters. 

He said the military wanted 
to find out, for instance, if there 
were soldiers who did not agree 
that Trillanes--who is facing 
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PEOPLE HANDLING SKILLS 


July 3-5, 2007 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


Being promoted, having subordinates, and getting a 
bigger office do not automatically make you a 
leader. It requires learning and using a whole new set 
of behavioral and conceptual skills. Leam how to 
handle people by knowing your different roles, 
understanding your responsibilities, and expanding 
your comfort zone. Know how to communicate with 
subordinates, peers, and superiors and create an 


you will: 
* Deliver results that substantially contribute to the 
company's plans 
+ © Focus your people's efforts toward achieving the 
organization's goals 
* Develop the best in your people 
* Understand how leaders successfully make the 
transition to higher responsibilities 
Build a better work relationship with your peers, 
subordinates, and superiors 
Accept the accountability that goes with leadership 
positions 
Exercise power, authority, and credibility 
Align your people's efforts through effective 
coaching and counseling 
Learn fo use discipline os a problem-solving tool 


Start leading people. 


This program is for supervisors and managers who wish to 
| master the fundamentals of people handing. 
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atmosphere of willingness. With People Handling Skills, 


OPERATIONAL PLANNING 


July 10-12, 2007 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Everyone knows the importance of a good plan, but 
knowing what it looks like and actually writing one are 
two different things. Follow a model that is simple and 
easily applicable. Analyze your current situation and 
set goals accordingly. Determine performance 
indicators, monitor implementation, ond fine tune as 
you go while keeping a realistic budget. With 
Operational Planning, you wi 
* Ensure that your plans fit into your organization's 
strategic direction 
* Discover the 6 Key Elements of the Operational 
Plan 
Evaluate exactly where your business is right now 
* Avoid confusion and focus only on the most 
essential elements of your business 
Set the means of measuring your business' 
success 
Make your business objectives come alive 
Create action plans that wil bring your business 
to the right path to success 
‘Chart your finances and create a meaningful 
operational budget 


Make the plan work for you. 


This program is designed for Chlef Operating Officers, Vice 
Presidents, General Managers, Managing Directors, Senior 
Managers and other managers who need to come up with 
a viable operating plan. 
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Do you want to drive 
` your company towards 
marketing success? 


STRATEGIC MARKETING 


July 24-26, 2007 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel 


Marketing is not just coming up with ads and talking 
to clients. Leam the basics of innovative marketing 
planning. Segment your market, choose your target, 
and position your product. Manage market offerings 
to build competitive advantage. With Strategic 
Marketing, you will: 
* Understand how to operationalize strategic plans 
into marketing success 
* Recognize and hone the competitive advantage 
of your companies and brands 
* Rationalize your target markets with sharp clarity 
* Create and maintain a strong brand presence in 
your chosen market segments 
Position your brands more wisely 
Craft high impact promotion and advertising 
strategies 
= Forge efficient marketing channels 
* Price your products more advantageously 


Everything you need short of a masters degree. 


This program is tailor-fit for sales directors, product and 
brand managers, business development officers, or 
even top executives who want to enhance their 
strategic marketing skills. 


For inquiries and reservations call 
Aris, Caroline, Diane, LJ, or Tessa at 
892-7559, 894-0445, or 892-7041 or visit 
www.guthrie-Jensen.com 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Somecrew, 4 new foreign ambassadors pay respects to GMA 


passengers 
not on ship's 
manifest 


By Edson С. Tandoc Jr. and Allison W. Lopez 


THE FIRE WHICH RAZED A PASSENGER 
ferry killing at least five passengers began ina 
store room where ice boxes made of com- 
bustible styrofoam were kept, the Philippine. 
Coast Guard said yesterday. 

"Initial reports from survivors said that 
thick black smoke was seen coming from car- 
go hold No. 2, which was filled with ice boxes 
made of styrofoam, PCG spokesperson Lt. 
Commander Joseph Coyme told the INQUIRER. 

The Coast Guard, however, said it was not 
ruling out any possibility since the investiga- 
tion had just started. 

Bound for Palawan, the MV Catalyn-D 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
accepted yesterday the credentials of 
four new ambassadors to the Philip- 
pines in separate ceremonies at Mala- 
сабап. 

Ambassador Armindo Maia of the 
Democratic Republic of Timor 
Leste was first to present his cre- 
dentials to the President at Rizal 
Hall. 


Maia extended to Ms Arroyo Presi- 
dent Jose Ramos-Horta's apprecia- 
tion for the support the Philippines 
has been giving Timor Leste since it 
gained independence from Indonesia 
in 2002. 

Three other nonresident ambas- 
sadors also presented their 
credentials. 

They were Ambassador 


«Rated # 1”. 


-Bya National Consumer Magazine 


Ben Mathias Ruganganzi of Rwanda 
who is based in Beijing, China; Hungar- 
ian Ambassador Mihaly Illes who is 
based in Jakarta, Indonesia, and 
Colombian Ambassador Alejandro Bor- 
da who is based in Seoul, South Korea. 
The envoys conveyed their respective. 
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countries” desire for better relations 
with the Philippines. 

President Arroyo, for her part, said 
she looked forward to fruitful and ever- 
improving relations between the Philip- 
pines and the ambassadors’ respective 
countries. 


PRIME RESIDENTIAL UNITS 


READY FOR OCCUPANCY 
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caught fire off Mindoro early Sunday mom- 
ing, while its passengers were asleep. 
The PCG has created a Special Board of Ma- 


= You don't have lo wait. Move-in NOW while you рау 
instaliment for years to come. 
* No more additional rental payments as you wait to 


rine Inquiry to determine what caused the fire. 

Capt. Rodolfo Isorena, PCG district com- 
mander for Southern Tagalog, who will head 
the investigating committee, said the probe 
will start this morning 

Ina report yesterday, PCG said 254 passen- 
gers and 28 crew members were rescued, a 
higher figure than the 216 passengers and 21 
crew members listed on the ship's manifest. 

“That is a violation. It appears that there were 
several unmanifested passengers,” Coyme said. 

Five persons were killed in the fire: Jun Hagos, 
47; Virgilio Saul, 62; Rosa Napoles, 48; Alejo Vis- 
cara Sr, 80 and a girl who remained unidentified. 

Two injured passengers remained under ob- 
servation at the Philippine General Hospital on 
Taft Avenue, Manila, while six others who 
were admitted had been released, according to 
Dr. Michael Tee, PGH spokesperson. 

Released from the hospital yesterday were 
Felisa Omapas, 73; Cecilia Lagrosa, 38; Gi- 
celle Lagrosa, 9: Herminia de la Torre, 38; 
Roanne de la Torre, 11, and Rjay de la Torre. 

‘Two other victims, a 5-year-old boy and а 
70-year-old woman, would require special- 
ized burn treatment in the hospitals burn 
unit. The boy suffered 5-percent burns on his 
face, while the woman had 6 percent burns оп 
her face and left hand, Tee said. 

Meanwhile, 13-year-old twins John and 
Japeth Napoles, told the Inquirer on Sunday 
how they survived the fire but lost their moth- 
er, Rosa Napoles, who drowned after jumping 
into the sea without a life jacket. 

“Nakita ko siya nakasabit siya doon sa isang 
batang babaeng naka life vest, pero pagkata- 
pos nakita ko na lang siya inaakyat sa lifeboat, 
bumubula na ang bibig (Isaw her hanging on- 
toa girl with a life vest, but later I saw her be- 
ing placed in a lifeboat; she was foaming in 
the mouth),” said Japeth, crying. 


Another Huey 
figures in 
accident 


By Tarra Quismundo 


А DAY AFTER THE MILITARY RECEIVED 10 
restored helicopters from the United States, 
the Philippine Air Force grounded its fleet of 
UH-1H choppers as another unit made a trou- 
bled landing at an elevation of 7,600 feet in 
Mt. Province on Sunday. 

‘Two soldiers were injured when the Huey, car- 
тув nine passengers, crash-landed while making 
its descent at around 10:30 a.m. in Besao town, 
28 kilometers from the capital Bontoc. 

Brig. Gen. Arthur Macenido, commander of 
the 205th Tactical Helicopter Wing, said strong 
winds may have buffeted the chopper as the pi- 
lot maneuvered to land on a sloped point near 
the camp of the 503rd Army Brigade. 

Deployed from its base in Ilocos Sur, the 
brigade has been encamped there to conduct 
anti-insurgency operations. 

“It was already terminating landing and was 
about five feet from the ground when it yawed 
to the right, and the aircraft became uncontrol- 
lable, Because the area was sloping, the heli- 
copter slid and rolled down,” Mancenido said. 

“1 just don't know how far it rolled down, 
but it rolled not just once. When it finally 
stopped, it rested on its right side,” Mancenido 
told the inourrer by phone yesterday. 

‘The chopper, among the air support units 
based at the military's Northern Luzon Com- 
mand in Tarlac, was then on a resupply mis- 
sion to the 50314 when the incident hap- 
pened, Mancenido said. 

The incident was the third involving Hueys 
in two months. On April 28, a Huey crashed 
onto a road in Lapu-Lapu City, killing two air- 
men and seven civilians. Another chopper 
suffered a hard landing on farmland in Liloan, 
Cebu, during a training flight on May 22. 

All'nine passengers spent the night at Sun- 
day's accident site before they were rescued. 
at around 7:30 a.m. yesterday by a helicopter 
from PAF's 505th Search and Rescue Group. 

А recovery team has been sent to the area to 
see whether the ill-fated chopper, orat least parts 
‘fit, could be recovered for investigation. 

Mancenido said the grounding of the PAFs 
roughly 53 choppers would be lifted as soon 
as investigation clears the aircraft in the inci- 
dent. 
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Maguindanao CoCs stolen, says Lintang Bedol 
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From page Al 


Genuine Opposition's Antonio Trillanes IV 
and Aquilino “Коко” Pimentel Ш, and Team. 
Unity's Juan Miguel Zubiri—still hung in the 
balance, nearly а month after the balloting 

“Since there are a lot of places where there 
is a possibility of (special) elections being 
held, we have to hold off on any announce- 
ments of that nature for the moment,” James 
Jimenez, Comelec spokesperson, said in a 
press briefing when asked if Trillanes, who 
was in 11th place, could be proclaimed soon. 

Partial tallies from Basilan tabulated yes- 
terday enabled the 13th-placer Zubiri to 
move to within 111,407 votes of the 
12th-placer Pimentel. 

Trillanes led Zubiri by 395,638 votes. 

Only returns from the towns of Akbar and 
Sumisip were not included in the Basilan tally 
since special elections in those towns had just 
been completed. 

As of yesterday, the Comelec's official tally 
had Trillanes at 11th with 11,093,463 votes, 
followed by Pimentel at 12th with 
10,809,232, and Zubiri at 13th with 
10,697,825. 

Bedol appeared before Commissioner 
Nicodemo Ferrer, head of Task Force Maguin- 
danao, as part of its investigation into alleged 
poll fraud, 

Bedol told Ferrer the municipal CoCs had 
gone missing. 

Earlier, Bedol told reporters the municipal 
CoCs were stolen from the Comelec office at 
the provincial capitol in Shariff Aguak on 
May 29, four days after he appeared before 
the National Board of Canvassers to explain 
the controversial vote counts in the 
province. 


“Not me’ 

Bedol said the municipal tallies had al- 
ready been prepared to be sent to Manila for 
the recanvassing of the results when they 
went missing. 

“Somebody got (them). There was no 
forcible entry because the office was left 
open,” he said in English and Filipino. 

Bedol said he was in Shariff Kabunsuan on 
the afternoon the tallies were found to be 
missing. He said he ordered an investigation 
butit has yielded no concrete results. 

He said he presumed the municipal tallies 
were taken while there was an ongoing 
protest rally by local candidates at the provin- 
cial capitol. 

The municipal CoCs were the basis (or 
“source document") for the provincial CoC 
that showed a Team Unity sweep. 

Nineteen other senatorial candidates—sev- 
en of them from the opposition—got zero 
votes as reflected in the provincial tally which. 
Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. himself 
described as “statistically improbable.” 

"The provincial board of canvassers, chaired 


by Bedol, had tabulated the results in the mu- 
nicipal tallies to come up with the results re- 
flected in the provincial CoC. 


Crucial tallies 

‘The missing municipal tallies would have 
also been the basis for a retabulation of the 
Maguindanao votes by a special board of can- 
vassers created by ће Comelec. 

Bedol also appeared at a Comelec en banc 
hearing after the poll body threatened to ar- 
rest him if he continued to ignore orders to 
appear. 

Abalos asked Bedol why he failed to submit 
a written explanation on the controversial 
Maguindanao vote results despite a summons 
for him to appear on May 30. 

<] didn't have time to prepare,” Bedol 
replied. 

"The hearing sought to determine ifa failure 
of elections should be declared in Maguin- 
danao, where armed men allegedly filled out 
ballots with the names of TU candidates. 

Lawyers for the GO candidates contested 
the Comelec's plan to declare а failure of elec- 
tions and, consequently, hold special elec- 
tions. 


Tallies were manufactured 

The lawyers said they believed that elec- 
tions took place in Maguindanao, except that 
the results had been manufactured. 

“The fraud is in the senatorial canvassing of 
the provincial CoC. We seek a total exclusion 
(of the Maguindanao tally from the national 
canvass). The possibility of disenfranchise- 
ment is a nonissue,” Leila de Lima, lawyer of 
Senator-elect Alan Peter Cayetano, told the 
hearing 

De Lima said that only after a verified peti- 
tion had been filed could the Comelec decide 
on declaring a failure of elections. 

Until now, De Lima said, there has been no 
such petition. 

Commissioner Florentino Tuason asserted 
that the poll body was gathering facts from 
the local level, which was why the winning lo- 
cal candidates were invited by the Comelec to 
the hearing. 

“Tris incumbent upon us en banc to determine 
ifthe local elections were done in a lawful man- 
ner or ifit was a sham,” Tuason said. 

Genuine Opposition lead counsel Sixto Bril- 
lantes said the poll body "should not fish for evi- 
dence ofa failure of elections." 

Despite the Comelecs summons, none of 
Maguindanao newly proclaimed officials attend- 
ed yesterday's hearing. But the lawyer of Pagalun- 
gan Vice Mayor Norodin Matalam was around. 
Matalam had fled a petition to nullify the procla- 
mation of winning mayoral candidate, Uto 
Montawal. 

Abalos also ordered that individual notices be. 
sentto the proclaimed candidates and the board 
ofelection inspectors for Friday's hearing, With a 
report from Nathaniel Melican, trainee 


He hates being called ... 


From page Al 
dates. 

‘The no-show by Bedol last week prompted 
the Comelec to warn him that he would face 
arrest if he did not show up yesterday. 

Who is Bedol and why would a man from 
such a far-flung area as Maguindanao be a 
source of exasperation for many people? 

‘An accounting graduate of the Philippine 
Harvardian College with a law degree from 
the Notre Dame University in Mindanao, the 
53-year-old Bedol broke into the national 
consciousness at the height of the “Hello Gar- 
ci" tape scandal in 2005. 

Bedol’s name cropped up in the supposed 
wiretapped conversations between Ms Arroyo 
and retired Election Commissioner Virgilio 
Garcillano dealing with alleged attempts to rig 
the results of the 2004 presidential election. 


‘Not me’ 

On that tape, a woman who sounded like 
Ms Arroyo was heard expressing concern that 
she was losing in Cotabato. The man who 
sounded like Garcillano replied: "I have al- 
ready talked with Attorney Bedol.” 

The tio—Ms Arroyo, Garcillano and 
Bedol—denied committing any fraud. 

Bedol yesterday vehemently denied snub- 
bing an earlier Comelec order for him to ap- 
pear on May 30, claiming it was not he who 
was asked to show up in Manila bur the mem- 
bers of Maguindanao's 22 municipal board of 
canvassers. 

When not one member appeared that day, 
the Comelec—sitting as the National Board of 
Canvassers—created a special board to recan- 
vass the vote allies at the municipal level af- 
ter finding it "statistically improbable” that 19 
senatorial candidates would score zero 
Maguindanao-wide. 

“I am not the kind of person [to ignore а 
summons]," Bedol told reporters. 

“These are the things that I don't under- 
stand because the only hearing that was giv- 
ena directive [to attend) was that one on May 
25," he added. 

"It would be wrong for an officer to come to 
Manila withouta directive. Without a subpoe- 
na, you will not be able to reimburse your ex- 
penses." 

Bedol explained that four days after his 
May 25 appearance, he went back to Cotaba- 
to to oversee the proclamation of winning 
provincial candidates. 


Partner of Digs 

Before landing a job in the Comelec as 
provincial election supervisor of Sultan Ku- 
darat in 1996, Bedol ran a private law office 
with reelected Maguindanao Rep. Didagen 


Dilangalen. 

Bedol said that what kept him from serving 
in Maguindanao for 10 years since he started 
working with the Comelec were doubts raised 
about his neutrality because his law partner, 
Dilangalen, was running for Congress. 

Bedol admitted to being a close friend of 
Garcillano. What he said he despised was 
people branding him the "second Garci.” 

“I have not talked to any national figure 
yet. So maybe 1 am not the second Garci,” he 
Said in jest. 


Bedol's doctrine 

Bedol also cited the “bailiwick doctrine” 
under which—in his view—it was not "stasti- 
cally improbable" for candidates to score zero 
in Maguindanao because of the so-called 
"command votes." 

By “command votes" is meant that ordinary 
folk vote according to the biddings of their 
leadersor elders. 

Opposition lawyer Leila de Lima earlier 
noted that the “tainted” provincial CoC 
showed a 12-0 sweep for Team Unity. 

De Lima, ina television interview, branded 
the Maguindanao CoC “а fraud ... because 
the results were manufactured.” 

“If you have 19 candidates incurring zero 
votes and you have an extremely abnormally 
high percentage of voter turnout of more than 
94 percent, as against the national average of 
60 to 70 percent, those circumstances make 
the figures [as] statistically incredible as wi 
ning the sweepstakes 10 times, paraphrasing 
a Supreme Court ruling," De Lima said. 

“fa place is а bailiwick of a candidate, itis ex- 
pected that his friends will deliver votes for the 
candidate,” Bedol said, adding that candidates 
who visit homes and conduct door-to-door cam- 
paigning fared well among the Muslims. 


CoC defended 

Standing by the assailed CoC, Bedol said he 
would still push for the canvassing of the vote 
tally. 

“Of course, that is my work. I signed that, I 
testified to its authenticity and to its com- 
pleteness, that’s why I want it to be can- 
vassed," he said. 

The killing last weekend of Maguindano 
poll official Musa Dimasidsing brought him to 
share his own experiences with violence, with 
four election officers under him having been 
brutally killed in the past, Bedol said. 

He also has had his fair share of death 
threats from anonymous texters, he said. 

Before he arrived in Manila, Bedol said he re- 
ceived a text message saying: “Handa na ang 
hukay mo (Your grave is ready)" With a report 
from Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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On Independence Day, Kenney says RP “a special place” 


proud to celebrate independence 
amongst all of you. Its dear, to all 
of us, (this is) a very special mo- 
ment," she said, adding that she 
“fools at home here.” 

Kennoy said the country was 
on the correct path having chosen 
a democratie setup. 

“Now, we can all agree that 
sometimes democracy is not pret- 
ty [but] it sure beats the heck out 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


ON THE EVE OP THE 109TH 
commemoration of Philippine m- 
dependence from colomal rule, 
the United States ambassador sald 
the country remained “very free.” 
.. "Happy independence,” Am- 
È bassador Kristie Kenney sald, 
“This is a great country filled 
with wonderful people. Were 


of the alternative,” she told re- 
porters at Malacaang after the 
rites honoring slain US Peace 
Corps volunteer Julia Campbell. 
(See related story on Page Al.) 

"Ihave a great picture in my of- 
fice ... the Philippine Пар going 
up and the American flag coming 
down, I think It’s a great symbol 
of the wonderful friendship we've 
always had," Kenney said. 


The picture she was referring 
to was of the July 4, 1946 rites 
when the US formally gave the 
Philippines back It freedom. 

"This took place at the Luneta in 
Manila, The Stars and Stripes was 
lowered as the Philippine flag 
was raised in its place. 

On Aug. 4, 1964, President 
Diosdado Macapagal, Ms Ar- 
royo's father, changed the date of 
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Tuesday, June 12, 2007 
10th Week in Ordinary Time 
Ist Reading: 2Cor 1:18-22 
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-16 

Jesus said to his disciples, "You are the salt 
of the earth, But if salt has lost its strength, 
how can it be made salty again? It has be- 
come useless. It can only be thrown away and 
people will trample on it. 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on 
а mountain cannot be hidden. No one lights a 
lamp and covers it; instead itis put on a lamp- 
stand, where it gives light to everyone in the 
house. In the same way your light must shine 
before others, so that they may see the good 
you do and praise your Father in heaven.” 
Commentary 

Now we read the letter to the Corinthians, 
probably the largest of the early churches, about 3 
‘groups of 50 people each, founded by Paul, Timo- 
thy, and Sinus. They preached Jesus as the Son 
of God-always Yes to God. And so we pray to the | 
Father in the power of the Spirit, with Jesus, say- 
ing Amen. We are established with Christ in God. 
Do we live Yes always, or do we waffle a lot? 

We are the salt of the earth, humble, dose to 
the ground. Salt is used to add favor, to cure and 
preserve, to add to dung to make fire burn longer 
and hotter. Are we flat? We are the light of the 
world, a city whose inhabitants reveal the light 
and the truth of God in Jesus. Do our lives to- 
gether as Church in our country reveal God and 
draw others to praise God as Father ofus all? 

айап Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
age, Diliman, Quezon City, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon Ci; Tel: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; 
Email ci@claret org; Websites: http://www bible. 
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Philippine independence to June 
12, 1898, the date Gen, Emilio 
Aguinaldo proclaimed freedom 
from Spain in Kawit, Cavite, 
Kenney enumeratod tho things 
Filipinos should be grateful for: 
“Filipinos are known through- 
out the world for their hospitality, 
thelr innovations, their services, 
thelr climbing Mount Everest, 
thelr cooking in the White House, she said, 


Inquirer.net, Yahoo! offer 
Independence Day stream 


By Erwin Ollva 
Inguirernet 


FILIPINOS ALL OVER THE WORLD 
can now celebrate Philippine In- 
dependence Day virtually, thanks 
to a new online video service 
launched by Inquirer.net in part- 
nership with the world's most 
popular website, Yahoo! 

Dubbed Inquirernet VDO or 
iVDO (hetp://inquirerpromos, 
yahoo.com/ing), the new site 
“will offer videos from Inquirer.net 
and its partners, and encourage 
viewers worldwide to submit 
their own videos. 

The videos will also be posted 
on the Being Filipino blog 
(hep://www.inguirerbloggers.net 
/beingfilipino) that Inquirer.net al- 
зо launched to celebrate the lives 
and achievements of Filipinos all 
over the world. 

“Inquirernet decided to offer its 


thelr winning boxing matches, 
thelr hosting Important Interna- 
tional summits. 

“And if T can say on a personal 
note, 1 thank all of you, I feel at 
home here, 1 consider this my 
home now, And I know my col- 
leagues would feel the same, 
"That's never been the case in oth- 
er countres— special place,” 


own online video service because it 
was the natural progression, the 
next logical step toward the evolu- 
tion of online media,” said Leo 
Magno, executive editor and tech- 
nology editor of Inquirernet, 
Magno said audio and video were 
becoming an integral part of web 
content just like text and images. 
Magno said that the partner- 
ship with Yahoo! dovetailed with 
Inquirernet’s long-term vision for 
multimedia services—moving be- 
yond the web to mobile phones, 
ТУ social networks and the like. 
“Inquirer.net is the most visited 
Filipino news site. Yahoo! is the 
world’s most popular site and 
biggest portal. It’s a good match, 
right?” said Joey Alarilla, multi- 
media editor of Inquirer.net. 
Videos should be sent via е- 
mail to inquirerdomervideos@ya- 
hoo.com.ph and include a brief 
description of 100 words or less. 


Corrections 


IN THE JUNE 10 ISSUE, the caption of a photo accompanying the 
Sunday Lifestyle story on Page F2— Serumgerd-Marasigan Nup- 
tials: A gem of a match" —misspelled the surname of the groom's 
mother. The groom's mother is Rosita Escudero-Serumgard—not 
Surumgard. 

ANOTHER PHOTO CAPTION on the same page misstated the 
names of some of the wedding guests. The guests were Miner- 
va—not Ingrid—Tanseco: Lulu—not Sulu—Tesoro Castañeda, 
and Nenuca Araneta-Blardony—not Blardoni, 
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SAN BEDA COLLEGE (mendiola) 
Graduate School of Law 


The Graduate School of Law of San Beda Collage (Mendiola) 
now offers you the possibility of attending high-level courses 
ding to the degree of Master of Laws (LLM) delivered 
through Internet Conferencing from your homes or your offices. 


Regular courses continue to be offered at the lecture sites in 
Mendiola, Cebu (San Carlos University) and Davao City. 


For the First Semester of Academic Year 2007 - 2008, 
the following subjects will bo offered: 


CORPORATE GOVERNANCE 
Dean Cesar Villanueva, CPA, LLM 
Diplomate in Juridical Science (San Beda College) 


Soe 


\ TRANSNATIONAL BUSINESS TRANSACTIONS 
Prof. Cristin Cabrera, LLM 
Professor l Philippine Judicial Academy, Supreme Court 


Please phone Hr. Ilaw Gelmar Cruz at (02) 7357861 (ос. 3112) or +83922320753 
| or Prof. Alboy F. Narag, Assistant to the Dean, at (078) 8441457 or 09209081432. 
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Robinsons Land Corporation is the second largest diversified real estate 
conglomerate in the Philippines, building landmark property developments 
like malls, hotels, community townships, residential condominiums, prime 


office buildings and affordable homes throughout the country 


We are the pioneer of fully integrated mixed-use development - a unique 
lifestyle designed to make occupants live, work, shop and play all under one 


setting. 


Feel free to contact us for any of your real estate needs at (632) 636-0888] 
(0922) 838-0888 or email us at properties@robinsonsiand.com 
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From page Al 


„lamic Liberation Front (MILF) was behind the 

abduction of Fr. Giancarlo Bossi, 57, in Payao 
town in Zamboanga Sibugay. 

But an MILF official said the Abu Sayyaf 
bandit group was behind the abduction. 

Mohagher Iqbal, the MILF chief negotiator, 
told the Inquirer that Abdusalam Akiddin, 
alias Commander Kiddie, the alleged leader 
of the armed men who snatched the priest, 
was a member of the Abu Sayyaf. 

"If the captors’ leader is Kiddie, definitely 
it's the work of the Abu Sayyaf. Kiddie had 
long joined the Abu Sayyaf organization,” 
Iqbal said ina phone interview. 
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Navy help search for priest Leakage row ... 


‘The MILF is engaged in peace negotiations 
with the government. 

Iqbal said his counterpart in the negotia- 
tions had asked him about Commander Kid- 
die. 

*] told them that Kiddie was a member of 
the Abu Sayyaf and had been linked to previ- 
‘ous kidnappings in the Zamboanga Peninsu- 
1a,” the MILF official said. 

‘Bossi, a member of the Pontifical Institute 
for Foreign Missions (Pime), was abducted in 
Barangay Silal in Payao while on his way to 
Barangay Bulawan where he was to say: Mass. 

Payao Mayor Joefer Mendoza said Bossi was 
onhis.motorbike after saying Mass at the Saint 
Paul Parish Church in Silal when he was ab- 
ducted. 

Still in Silal, а habal-habal (motorcycle) 
driver identified only as Taboy, who escorted 
Bossi to Bulawan, saw a length of rope across 
theroad. 

Mendoza said Taboy alighted from his mo- 
torcycle to untie the rope when armed men 
suddenly appeared. 

Thé mayor said the abductors also took 
Taboy but later released him. "We learned 
about, the kidnapping when Taboy was re- 
leased," he said. 


Bottle water, canned goods 

Police recovered food items, bottled water, 
canned goods and the rope from the place 
where Bossi was abducted. 

"IE indicates that the kidnappers were stak- 
ing out the priest,” Mendoza said in a phone 
interview. 

Bossi, from Italy's Abbiategrasso region, 
was forced to board а motorboat, officials 
said. ' 

Soon after the incident, reports spread all 
over Payao about the kidnapping. Mendoza 
said residents got angry and demanded that 
authotities immediately work for the safe re- 
lease oftheir priest. 

No group has claimed responsibility for 
Bossi's kidnapping but the military accused 
Moro militants of abducting the missionary. 

“The Armed Forces of the Philippines and 
the Philippine National Police are exerting ef- 
forts to conduct rescue operations,” the mili- 
tary information chief, Lt. Col. Bartolome 
Bacarfo, told reporters. 

‘The military has sent the Army's 102nd In- 
fantry. Brigade to help in the rescue opera- 
tions. 

The troops were headed toward Tungawan 
to follow up initial reports that Bossi and his 
abducrors were seen boarding two pump 
boats and moving toward the town, Baccaro 
said. 

US forces providing counterterrorism train- 
ing to Filipino soldiers deployed a P3 Orion spy 
plane to scour the seas because of the possibili- 
ty that Bossi might have been taken to Jolo, a 
lair of al-Qaida-linked militants, Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita said. 

“We ordered the AFP to do everything to re- 
cover the priest," Ermita said. 

"The MILE received information that Bossi 
was brought to an island between Zamboan- 
ga and Basilan, according to Iqbal. 

Marine Maj. Gen. Ben Dolorfino, comman- 
der of the government's Ad Hoc Joint Action 
Group (Ahjag), said Воззїз captors were 
members of an MILF lost command. The Ah- 


jag, which has government and MILF panels, 
is one of the three groups that were formed to 
implement the ceasefire agreement between 
the two sides. 

Dolorfino said another MILF commander 
was linked to the abduction. "He is Jack. Right 
now, our troops in the area believe that the cap- 
tors belong to an MILF lost command," he said. 

He said the Ahjag was looking at the group 
of Waning Abdusalam and Musa Mumin as the 
one responsible for Bossi's abduction. The men 
belonged to an armed lawless group, he said. 

The MILF has denied that its men were in- 
volved in the kidnapping and has offered to help. 
authorities obtain the release of the Italian priest. 


Sultan Naga Dimaporo 

“Our effort is concentrated in Sultan Naga 
Dimaporo town in Lanao del Norte where the 
Italian priest was brought by his captors. We 
are determining the exact location so we can 
contain it,” Dolorfino said. 

He later gave another location as the mili- 
tary and police coordinated with the MILF in 
the rescue operations. 

Dolorfino said the government and MILF 
forces were zeroing in on a municipality in 
Zamboanga Sibugay where Bangsamoro Is- 
lamic Armed Forces (BIAF), the MILF's armed 
forces, were being sent. 

He said that once it was confirmed that 
Bossi and his abductors were indeed in this 
‘municipality, which he did not disclose, BIAF 
members would be instructed to prevent the 
abductors from leaving the area. 

“This was in order to make them have few- 
er options and make them vulnerable to nego- 
tiations,” he said of Bossis abductors. 

He said the Ahjag was adopting the strate- 
gy it used when it rescued a German and his 
Filipino wife and two other Filipinos who 
were abducted by an armed group in Cotaba- 
to early this month. 

The BIAF was able to corner the kidnappers 
in a marshland in Cotabato, forcing them to 
release the hostages. 


Helicopter, gunboats 

A Navy helicopter and three gunboats have 
been sent to the peninsula, said Commodore 
Emilio Marayag, commander of the Naval 
Forces Western Mindanao. 

“Time element is very important. We re- 
ceived the report after lunch (Sunday). Until 
now we don't have any sightings or leads. If 
the report came early, we could have spotted 
the pump boats,” Marayag said yesterday. 


confident the MILF would be of big help. 

The MILF has a good record when it comes 
to negotiating the immediate release of kid- 
nap victims, бштеа said. 

“We have big hopes that the MILF will help 
because this is not the first time it helped the. 
government," Gurrea said. 

MILF spokesperson Eid Kabalu said the 
government's "high hopes" would be “a big 
challenge for all of us." 

Director General Oscar Calderon of the 
Philippine National Police said the police and 


Naga and Tungawan. 

“We are chasing them (Bossi's abductors),” 
Calderon said. With reports from Alcuin Pa- 
paand Michael Lim Ubac 


From page Al 


nursing graduate, who spoke to 
the Inquirer by phone from 
Baguio City on condition of 
anonymity. 

She said she and other gradu- 
ates focused their review on the were also prohibited from talking 
topics covered by Tests Ш and V 
"which were supposedly the subject 
ofthe leaked questions last year. 

The leaked questions were al- 
legedly provided by several re- 
view centers to their clients. 

The controversy gave rise to 
two factions—one that was for a 
retake by all graduates to erase 
the stigma of cheating, and the 
other vehemently against a те- 
take because it would punish the 
innocent. 

Yesterday, about 13,000 nursing 
graduates voluntarily retook the 
two tests. 


Depressed 

Another nursing graduate said 
she felt "super depressed" after 
the exam because she did not ex- 
pect it to be so difficult. To con- 
sole themselves, she and her 
friends decided to eat out after 
taking the tests. 

She also said none of the topics 
that were discussed during the re- 
view session sponsored by the 
Deparment of Labor and Em- 
ploymentcame up in the exam. 

A male nursing graduate pointed 
ош that the presence of questions 
about other topics in Tests Ш and V 
Supported the earlier statements of to identify the names of the four 
аптеке groups that even with- 
ош the two tests, the competence of Torres—saying reporters may not 
the nursing graduates had been interview them until they submit 
measured by the rest of the exami- 
marion that contained questions re- 
lated to Tests Ш and V 

He also said the retest yesterday 
morning became a reunion of sorts 
for June 2006 examinees. 

“Because of the controversy, 
we got to know each other. When 
we saw each other, it was like 
meeting old friends," he said. 

He also said there was more 
pressure on some people, especial- 

seeking da 
But Brig. Gen. Edgardo Gurrea said he was ga diee 
their only chance to workin the US, 

so they have to pass this,” he said. 

The US-based Commission on 
Graduates of Foreign Nursing 
‘Schools (CGFNS) required passers 
ofthe June 2006 nursing licensure 
exam to retake Tests Ш and V if 
they wanted to work in the United 
‘States. 

The CGFNS provides the visa 
screen certificates to Filipino 
^ nurses intending to work in the 
military were focusing on the coastal areas of United States 

Tk also sent a team of observers 
from a Filipino law firm to check 
out the retest. But none of the ex- 
am takers the INQURER spoke to 


recalled seeing the observers, 
Chair Leonor Rosero of the 
Professional Regulation Commis- 
sion (PRC), which administered 
the exam, said the observers were 
not allowed inside the rooms 
where the retest took place. They 


tothe examinees. 

She said the observers instead 
checked out how the PRC trans- 
ferred, handled and distributed 
the exam materials. 

They were also allowed to stay 
on the grounds of the schools 
where the retests were held, 

The observers are expected to 
submit a report to the PRC. 


Security measures 

Labor Secretary Arturo Brion 
said the security measures for the. 
government-administered retake 
of the exam ought to satisfy the 
CGENS, which hired four Filipino 
lawyers to observe how the retest 
was conducted. 

“We hope they will be satisfied 
in their observation of everything 
that has transpired in the exam 
process. We don't want a return 
to the 2006 experience [of having 
to deal with a leakage controver- 
зу], Brion told reporters. 

Brion, who departed last night 
for Geneva to attend the Interna- 
tional Labor Conference, said he 
and thePRC would jointly release. 
the results of the retake by the 
first week of July. 

The labor department declined 


lawyers—all from Quisumbing 


their report to the CGFNS. 

From department sources, the 
Ioumza was able to identify 
two—Rodrigo Quimbo and Mar- 
vin Magsaysay. 

The observers were escorted 
by guides from the PRC to desig- 
nated exam centers in Manila, 
Cebu, Davao and Baguio cities. 

Oneofthe lawyers will observe 
the transportation of the com- 
pleted exam booklets back to the 
Board of Nursing and the correc- 
tion ofthe first 100 papers. 


Retaker won't lose license 

Whether a retaker fails or pass... 
es, he or she will not lose his or 
her original nursing license is- 
sued last year by the PRC, accord- 
ing to Brion. 

Rosero said the exams went 
smoothly. 

She ‘earlier said that about 
13,000 people opted for a retake 
of Tests 3 and 5. The labor depart- 
ment put the figure at 11,000. 

But she said the PRC based its 
figure on the number of people 
who submitted their applications 
for the retest. 


GMA confers Golden Heart Order on Campbell 


From page Al 


aims “to promote world peace and friend- 
ship.” Since 1960, the agency has fielded 
more than 187,000 volunteers in 139 coun- 
tries. Over 8,000 of them have served in the 
Philippines. 


Killed while hiking 

In attendance during the brief ceremony at 
Malacafiang were US Ambassador Kristie 
Kenney, Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo, 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, Armed 
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Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Esper- 
on Jr. and Philippine National Police Director 
General Oscar Calderon. 

Campbell, of Fairfax, Virginia, was to 
have left this month after serving two 
years in the Philippines, where she helped 
establish an ecology center that has been 
named for her in Donsol town in Sorso- 
gon. 

The 40-year-old former journalist also 
taught English and Literature at the Divine 
Word College in Legazpi City in Albay. 

‘Campbell's decomposing body was discov- 
ered on April 18 in а shallow grave, 10 days 
after she disappeared while hiking at the 
famed mountain rice terraces of Batad, Ifu- 
gao. On April 27, Juan Duntugan, a wood- 
carver, surrendered to police and confessed to 
the killing. 


What Americans are like 

Duntugan is now facing murder charges 
but has yet to be arraigned by the Regional 
Trial Court Branch 34 in Lagawe, Ifugao. 

‘A journalist for The New York Times and 
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various other newspapers for 15 years, Camp- 
bell had said she decided to join the Peace 
Corps “to show people in the world what 
Americans are really like because after 9/11, 
people had the impression that Americans are 
bad, selfish and greedy.” 

Kenney told reporters that "it's a huge hon- 
or to continue to work in the Philippines and 
certainly to be recognized and have the 
chance to continue the work done by a col- 
league who unfortunately is по longer with 
us.” 

‘Campbell's grisly murder has not discour- 
aged other American volunteers from coming 
to the country, Kenney said. 

“Our focus right now, very truthfully is to 
continue our program. We have 16 new vol- 
unteers in country training. We'll be swearing 
them in in early August, and our focus is on 
making sure they're getting out to do the 
things we and the Filipino people need us to 
do.” 

‘Asked about the handling of the murder 
case, Kenney said: “Its still continuing to be 
worked through the judicial system, and 
that’s in Philippine hands." 


Parents eager to visit 

Kenney said Campbell's parents were not 
able to make it to the conferment rites, but 
were “eager to visit the Philippines to see the 
country their daughter so loved, and have the 
chance to thank the many people” who loved 
herin return. 

She said Filipinos “from every corner” 
had come out “to tell all of us how much 
they loved not just Julia and her work but 
the Peace Corps volunteers and I know her 
parents want a chance to thank every- 
one.” 

Campbell worked as a freelance journal- 
ist for The New York Times, People maga- 
zine, Star magazine, Court TV and 
FoxNews.com before she came to the Philip- 
pines. 

According toan AP report, as a journalist in 


‚Мен York City, Campbell was a tenacious re- 


porter, and fellow reporters remembered her 
generosity and courage. 

She wrote in her blog that “at the age of 38, 
1 decided to step out of the rat race of New 
York, join the Peace Corps and board a plane 
for Manila.” With a report from AP 
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was 78. abe 2 
The widow of Robert Joseph, she із sur- © Д 
vived by children Robert Jr., Ralph, Ronnie р 

and Raymond, daughters-in-law Ida Manalo, 

Babot Muñoz, Melissa de Leon and Reggie Ar- 


EXECUTIVE REGENCY 
ми o naga ng oa tutt 
'bo, grandchildren and other relatives. "m Ба UP Maria, Popa Grea ren 
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Belden DataTwst Networking Cables are designed to 
meet and exceed the standards of today's 

network systems for utmost reliability 
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* Accurate, Reliable, Scientific 
* Exonerates the Innocent, Detects the Guilty 


• Member 
American Polygraph Association 
World Association of Detectives 
Certified Fraud Examiners, International 


Awarded by the Phil. National Police as TRUTH VERIFIER SYSTEMS, ING. : 


Best Private Detective Agency ^ 

Outstending Priveta Detective Agency | caviend Bg. 128 Pioneer St, 1550 Mandaluyong су. 
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Maaari ng magkaroon ng sariling SMART Bro at SMART Load Business 
ang OFW at kanilang pamilya sa tulong ng DBP at SMART. 


Sa murang halaga kada buwan, mapapasainyo ang DBP-SMART OFW I-net Negosyo package. 


* Brand new Pentium 4 3.0 Personal Desktop PC 

* 1 year unlimited SMART Bro Internet connection” 

* SMART Load retailer kit na may free P500 Load 

+ Free SMART Cellphone (LG KU250 o Nokia 6070) 

+ Free streamer and flyers para ma-promote ang business 


Sabihin na sa mga kapamilyang OFW na mag-apply na para masimulan na ang sariling negosyo! 


Para sa karagengang impormasyon, tumawag sa DBP Remilance Center sa tepono biang 818-95-11 hanggang 19 lokal 2224 o 222 o sa directi 3938885 
Maaari ring mag e-mail sa info@devbankphil.com.ph para sa agarang aksyon. 


дог the loan has been repaid ог on the 13ih month, upan te discretion af the OFW loan principal avaler, the beneficiary shali now only pay a subscription fee of P399 for the continuous unlimited SMART Bro учете! connectivity. 


alagaan ko ang negosyo natin, para makauwi na po kayo.” 


3 ang pahayag ni Errol, anak ni Carmela D: Guerrero, isang domestic helper na, 
naghahanapbuhay sa Hongkong. Ang pamilya ni Carmela ay isa sa mga unang nakatanggap 
ng SMART Bro Business-in-a-Box Package, na ipinagkaloob sa pagdiriwang ng Development 
Bank of the Philippines (DBP) ng ika-109 na Araw ng Kalayaan. Marami ang napaluha sa mga 
binitiwang salita ni Errol. Tunay nga't makahulugan ito at marahil ito rin ang nararamdaman ng 

?milyon-milyong pamilya ng mga OFW na nawalay sa kanilang mga mahal sa buhay. ` 


“Nuong ika 8-Hunyo, 2007, naging saksi ang daan- -daang tao sa pagtitibay ng isa sa mga 
proyekto ng DBP at SMART ang—"DBP-SMART OFW I-net Negosyo Program - Negosyo Mo, 
“Taya Ko.” Maglalaan ng paunang P1 Bilyon ang DBP para sa programang ito na naglalayong 

i magbigay ng pangnegosyo sa mga OFW at kanilang mga naiwang pamilya sa bansa. Ang 
„paglulunsad na ito ay dinaluhan ng mga opisyal ng DBP na pinangunahan nina Chairman 
Patricia A; Sto. Tomas at President at CEO Reynaldo G. David. Panauhing pandangal din nang 
gabing iyon sina Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) Undersecretary Danilo Р. Cruz 
at Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA) Administrator Marianito D. Roque. 


“Sa pamamagitan ng DBP-SMART OFW I-net Negosyo, ang mga OFW ay. makakapagpundar ng 
isang negosyo mula sa kanilang mga pinaghirapan sa ibang bansa. Malaking tulong ito sa 
kanilang kinabukasan at sa kabuhayan ng mga naiwang mahal sa buhay sa Pilipinas. Ang 
negosyong ito ay maaaring bayaran sa pamamagitan ng ОВР. EC Remit, kung saan sa loob ng 12 
hanggang 18 buwang pagpapadala ng remittance ay mababayaran na ang DBP-SMART OFW: 
I-net Negosyo package,” ayon kay DBP President David.) 


“Napakadaling magkaroon ng mabilis na kabuhayan sa pamamagitan.ng DBP-SMART OFW 
I-net Negosyo. Ang maganda pa dito ay may kasama ng isang taong unlimited na serbisyo ng 
SMART Bro, i isang cellular phone па may SMART Load Retailer SIM at P500,00 load na maaaring 
„gamitin pang: SMART Load business. Inaasahan din naming magagamit ang bagong computer 
para makausap ang kanilang mga mahal sa buhay, saan man at kailanman,” pahayag ni Danilo r 
:Mójicà, Head ng Wireless Consumer Division ng SMART. 
ami'y nagagalak sa mainit at positibong tugon ng mga OFW sa makabagong serbisyong itc 

“konektado ka na, kikita ka pa,” tugon ni DBP President David. Ni ` 


Dagdag pa ni Mojica, “Layunin ng DBP-SMART OFW I-net Negosyo па bigyan ang bawat” 
pamilya ng OFW ng panibagong pag-asa at kalayaan -- kalayaan sa 
kahirapan, kalayaan sa ugaling pala-asa, kalayaan sa 


pagtuklas ng kakayahang umasenso.” 


Isang gabi ng sayawan, kantahan at kasiyahan ang sumunod bilang pagdiriwang ng 
ika-109 na Araw ng Kalayaan. Pinaunlakan ang mga manunuod ng kakaibang 
programang tampok ang mga DBP Talents kasama sina Christian Bautista, Rachel Ann Go, 
ang mga Philippine Idol finalists na sina Jan Nieto, Apple Chiu, Ken Dingle, Arms Cruz 

at si Bb. Vina Morales, 


“Iisang Mithiin Tungo sa Tagumpay. ” Ito ang nagsisilbing gabay ng institusyong DBP. 
At nakikiisa ang SMART sa mithiing ito! 
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T utuyong napaluha si Carmela Guerrero па mahigit 


36 nataon nasa Hongkong, sa pakikipagusap nito sa 
kanang mk d elem d Domi Ochoa, 


8 пакарапауан ni Dominic Ochoa sina £roi Guerrero a 
As Pascual, dalawa sa тда urang kaanak ng mg OFWs 


"ipakiyayaan ng DPP.SMART ORW pot Negosyo Package 


iGincong Dani. Mojica, SMART Wireless Consumer Ом = 
Head, habang nagbibigay ng kanyang pagpupugay sa =., ` 
pinagsanib na lakes па DBP at SMART. lunatagoyod nito ang 
layuning siguro ang kabuhayan ng mga OPW bago pa sl ^; 
bumalik sa Pilpinas 


ika-109 selebrasyon ng Araw ng Kalayaan. Kinilala nito ang 
kahalagahan ng iisang mithiin tungo sa tagumpay at 
magandang bukas para sa mga OFW sa pamamagitan ng 
'DBP-SMART OFW I-net Negosyo Program. 


аб ва okasyon kabilang na sina 
‘DBP Chairman Patricia A Sto.Tomas, DOLE Undersecretary 
Danilo P Cruz OWWA Administrator Marianito D. Roque at 
DBP Remittance Center Head, SVP Articer O, Quebal. 


Gling ana SMART Communities and Serves, 
New Business Head Lito M Vilanaeva at SMART Wireless 
Consumer Division Head Danilo J. Mojica kay 
DBP President and CEO Reynaldo G. David matapos ang 


SETENE 1 
Nagpakitang glas ang mga dating 
Philippine Idol finalists 


Humataw sa galing 
па umawit ng mga nakakaindak na mga 
kontemporaryong awiting Pinoy. 


:gpamalas ng kakaibang husay sa 
pag-awit sina Christan Bautista 
at Rache! Ann Go. 


isang yugto sa programa 
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Wrong priorities 


HE LAST REGULAR SESSION OF THE 13TH 

1 Congress adjourned last Friday after passing, 

among other measures, a bill extending the fran- 
chise of the Philippine Amusement and Gaming Corp. But 
Congress failed to pass the cheaper medicines measure, a 
bill that would revise the charter of the University of the 
Philippines and a measure that would compensate the 
human rights victims of the Marcos 
regime. 

It's an indication of Congress' sense 
of priorities that it gave more importance to а bill that 
would promote a vice than to measures that would place 
life-saving medicines within the reach of the poor; give 
the premier university of the country greater financial se- 
curity; and, in a little way, compensate close to 10,000 
human rights victims. The 13th Congress had 462 session 
days over a period of three years to pass these three im- 
portant measures but failed to do so. Now it is being sug- 
gested that a special session be called so that it can act on 
the three bills. 

The cheaper medicines bill ran into strong opposition 
from a pharmaceutical lobby. At one point during the de- 
liberations on the bill in the House, Makati Rep. Teodoro 
Locsin blew his top and told two lobbyists to leave the ses- 
sion hall after they sent him а note urging him to question 
the presence of a quorum. Ultimately, the measure was 
not passed by Congress because the House was not able 
to approve iton third and final reading. 

The Senate ratified a new charter for UP that would 
grant it greater institutional and fiscal autonomy anda 
bicameral conference committee reconciled its Senate 
and House versions. But the House failed to ratify the 
conference committee report before Congress adjourned. 
The measure would allow the exemption of UP from the 
Salary Standardization Act and enable it to increase the 
salaries of its staff, give tax exemptions to donations used 
solely for educational purposes and grant greater autono- 
my by removing Malacaiiang’s power to appoint the UP 
president and sectoral representatives. 

The bill that would compensate victims of human rights 
abuses during the martial-law regime of deposed dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos went through many revisions. At one 
point, the measure would have allocated P8 billion. forthe 
victims; at another, the amount was raised to P10 billion. It 
would have benefited 9,539 documented victims who suf- 
fered human rights violations from 1972 to 1986. Ak- 
bayan Rep. Loretta Ann Rosales said it was a very signifi- 
cant bill because it would make the state realize that it is 
responsible and accountable for human rights violations. 

The passage of the three measures would have made 
the record of the 13th Congress more noteworthy. A Con- 
gressWatch report of the Makati Business Club last April 
Said that only about a third of the total of the bills passed 
(28 of 86 laws or 32.6 percent) were of national impor- 
tance. These included, aside from the 2007 General Ap- 
propriations Act, the Biofuels Act, the Automated Elec- 
tions Act (which was not carried out for lack of time), an 
Act Declaring Any Form of Cheating in Civil Service Ex- 
aminations as Umawful (it was lawful before the passage 
of the law?), an Act Allowing the No-Bidding Sale of Gov- 
ernment-owned Properties to Their Occupants for Social- 
ized Housing, the Human Security Act (the anti-terrorism 
law) and the One-Time Tax Amnesty Act. 

Now executive and congressional leaders are consider- 
ing the possibility of calling a special session to act on the 
cheaper medicines bill, the UP charter measure and the bill 
that would compensate human rights victims. But some 
congressional leaders have expressed doubt thata quorum 
could be mustered because the losing reelectionist con- 
gressmen, who make up about one-fourth of the House, 
would not be enthusiastic about attending the sessions. 


EDITORIAL 


т ^ votes are expressions of the publics dimin- 

A special session would entail the expenditure of tens AT THE VERY LEAST, THE QUESTIONS THEM- HERES ished confidence in the military organiza- 

of millions of pesos in governmentfunds.lfthereisnoas- selves reveal the kind of bind government finds THE RUB fiom endi Increased trust in those who are be- 
Я itselfin ing punished for trying to make it better. 

surance from congressional leaders that a quorum ons Е Corrado = Me КК nadie Wil moet 

mustered to pass the three important measures, whatis Trillanes should be released on bail by the time the last few questions, given that they have 

the use of calling a special session? Congress dilly-dallied he sits as senator” Whats unusual about that de Quiros APN been formulated baldly. The votes that Tril- 


in the past three years and now it would penalize taxpay- 
ers for its shortcomings by making them spend millions 
more on a special session. It might be better for the lead- 
ers of the incoming 14th Congress to agree to place the 
three important measures at the top of the agenda of the 
regular session that will open in less than а month's time. 
There should be no more excuses for the non-passage of 
the three priority measures this time. 
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Caudillos in coat and tie 


“AT THE AGE OF 4, WITH PAPER HATS AND 
wooden swords, we're all generals,” actor Pe- 
ter Ustinov recalls. "But some of us never out- 
grow it.” That's a point stressed by the INQUIRER 
editorial, "Sir no sir!” last Sunday. 

At election's end, possibly four Philippine 
Military Academy graduates could be among 
the 23 senators. This is historically unprece- 
dented. But will these "mistahs" get the mes- 
sage that voters, in'a country where family dy- 
nasties monopolize privilege, telegraphed? 

For starters, these four may organize a “Cav: 
aliers Club.” 24 clone the "Wednesday Group” 
of senators whose swing vote often proved cru- 
cial. We think alike, Sen. Panfilo Lacson says of 
Gregorio Honasan and Navy Lt. Antonio Tril- 
lanes. If launched, the Cavaliers may "forge a 
consensus on issues, perhaps, even vote as 
one,” adds Sen. Rodolfo Biazon. 

Yet, they've never been "on the same side of 
history,” the INqumen noted. "The last thing a 
nation with а weak historical sense needs" is a 
clutch of caudillos, whose coat and ties can't 
blur contrasting agendas. Indeed, the most im- 
portantof all history lessons is that men do not 
learn much from them, Aldous Huxley once 
grumbled. 

А by-thebook Marine general Biazon 
stomped on coup plotters. In contrast, Hona- 
зап fingerprints surfaced on coup attempts, 
from “God Save The Queen” to the Magdalo 
mutiny. “All the coups that he launched 
failed—a world record of sorts,” Yale Universi- 
туз study “Closer Than Brothers" points out. 
Lacson's rise to power started from the Marcos 
diceatorship's torture chambers, the same 
study adds. And Trillanes denies that detained 
former President Joseph Estrada bankrolled 
Magdalo's contribution to Filipino en- 
trepreneurship: “coups for rent.” 

“The worst thing about the (Cavaliers) idea, 
however, lies in the message it sends," the In- 
Qumen added. "It says to PMA graduates, even 
those who mistakenly believe theyre entitled 
to exercise political leadership: Stage a coup. 
Launch a mutiny. If you make it to the Senate, 


How do you solve a problem like Trillanes? 


(Conclusion) 


question is that, officially at least, whatever 
the rank and file thinks of it should really be of 
no consequence. Whether Trillanes should be 
released on bail or not to serve his duties as 
senator is not a matter for the barracks to de- 
cide. Itis a matter for the courts to decide. 

Unofficially, that question is vital in the ex- 
treme—and shows not quite incidentally how 
law in this country, far from being the sternly 
benign and the impassively objective presence 
itis trotted out to be, is the timidly opportunis- 
tic and politically malleable apparition it is. 
‘The fate of Trillanes does not hang on the in- 
trinsic merits of his case, it hangs on the extrin- 
sic perception of it. Especially of the people 
who hold the guns. Whether Trillanes should 
be allowed to serve as senator in the halls of 
the Senate or in his detention cell depends vi- 
tally on how the rank and file feels about it. 
‘The current leadership cannot afford to piss off 
the people with the guns. 

No. 12s closely related to it. “Trillanes should 
have waited for the conclusion of the charges 
against him before running for public office.” 
Like the previous question, officially at least that 
опе solicits answers from soldiers that are irele- 
vant or inconsequential. Unofficially and prag- 
matically, the answers to that are decisive to his 
case. I is not just Trillanes liberty while serving 
as senator that is at stake here, itis his бише asa. 
free man or a continuing convict. 

The real question, in fact, the one that lurks 
beneath is: Should Trillanes be recognized as a 
senator or not? Government's predilection is to 
not do so, or at least to have that as a last resort. 
‘The cue there is Lawrence San Juan, one of the 
accused in the Oakwood mutiny, suddenly 
‘changing his plea from innocent to guilty. A thing 
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ош exclusive club has a seat reserved for you.” 
‘That'd buttress further the military minc 


All too often, it is authoritarian and mechani- 
cally subservient, scholar Samuel Huntington 
warned. Even in the best of times, this mind- 
set bugs democratic governance. 

In a “soft state" like the Philippines, this 
problem is exacerbated. “If those who have 
this mind-set dominate the governing elite, de- 
mocratization and transition from (dictator- 
ship) suffers,” Dr. Carolina Hernandez wrote 
earlier in “Public Policy" 

Look at Burma's brutal junta. Liberties took 
a beating after Prapahullajom Khao (Thai- 
lands version of the PMA) officers sent tanks 
into Bangkok. Distorted mind-sets on Military 
Commission No. 1 sentenced former Sen. Be- 
nigno Aquino to death by musketry, even when 
civilian courts were operating. 

President Manuel L. Quezon “was always 
wary of military involvement in politics," Dr. 
Alfred McCoy recalls in the Yale study. In 
1936, Quezon set up the PMA in the partern of 
West Point, Sandhurst and St. Cyr. It would 
establish а corps of professional officers 
and thus deny control over the nation’s ars 
nals to established political elites, whether 
nationalist attorneys from University of the 
Philippines or corporate executives from Ate- 
neo.” 

The PMAS first graduates fought in World 
War Il and hewed to the constitutional chain of 
command. But Marcos uncorked the genie's 
bottle. No PMA class was more brutalized than 
Class 771 (to which Lacson and Honasan be- 
longed), the Yale study notes. “Among (its) 85 
graduates ... at least five practiced torture, six 


that bowled over his lawyers, Teddy Te and Rene 
Saguisag, who could not for the life of them com- 
prehend why a man who stood a very good 
chance of being acquitted would masochistically 
insist on being jailed for a crime. By doing so, of 
course, he is dragging down with him his co-ac- 
cused, chief of them Trillanes, 

Whether that tack will prosper or not does 
not depend on legal implacability it depends 
оп public outrage. The outrage above all of the 
soldiers themselves. 

‘The other questions merely try to gauge the 
rank and file's perception of what the public al- 
ready knows, or intuits. Ifthe respondents an- 
swer the questions without fear or trepidation, 
we are probably going to see them ticking off 
“Strongly Agree” to many of them. 

Most citizens ly will. Yes, many per- 
sonnel, ative or retired, supported the candida- 
cy of Trillanes—they were his bulwark. Yes, vot- 
ets voted for Trillanes to express their disap- 
pointment with the present national leader- 
ship—more Trillanes in that respect than the 
other opposition candidates. Yes, a Trillanes 
vote indicates a compelling desire for change 
within the military establishment—votes are 
easier to cast than coups. Yes, within the AFP a 
Trillanes vote implies defiance of the top 
brass—how else construe it, they were told not 
toand they did? 

Yes, Trillanes is successful because of the 
publics dissatisfaction with the military/de- 
fense leadership—Trillanes was a referendum 
on changing that leadership along with the 
civilian one. Yes, Trillanes represents a strong 
Jeadership—the strength isn't just physical, he 
has endured prison for four years and contin- 
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were murdered... They were the ultimate crea- 
tures of martial law.” 

“Constitutional reflexes” of caudillos atro- 
phy, the late National Scientist Dioscoro Umali 
noted. "They're oblivious to the irony that their 
creed bastardizes Mao Zedongs axiom. 
Democracy, they told us, grows out of the bar- 
relofa gun.” 

We saw that, too, in the "Rolex 12,” Two 
civilians, plus 10 generals, including Fabian 
‘Ver, helped Marcos clamp down martial law 
and were gifted with watches, along with 
booty. Do Juan Ponce Enrile and Eduardo Co- 
juangco burnish their Rolexes today, given 
their collaboration's consequences? 

Military politicking left an AFP that is today 
the wimp of Asean armed forces. “Creeping 
militarization” of the bureaucracy, from Presi- 
dent Fidel V. Ramos to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's watch, continues. 

‘The majority of officers remain committed 
to constitutional governance. They refused to 
participate in the last coup attempts, although 
Honasan, Trillanes et al, whooped it along: 
Nonetheless, the military mind-set persists. 

Intelligence Service chief Maj. Gen. Delfin 
Bangit twice skipped hearings called by the" 
Commission on Human Rights on the abduc- 
tion of activist Jonas Burgos. He finally ap- 
peared, only to scoff that such abductions were 
“lower-level issues.” His talents and time were 
applied to “national issues like terrorism.” 

Strip away the caudillo jargon. This is raw 
disdain for human life and rights and rejects 
accountability. For Burma's Bassein prison or 
Iraq's Abu Ghraib jail, this may be standard. 
But here, 21 years after People Power? The 
АЕР commander in chief, after all, claims she 
hews by the Constitution's Bill of Rights. The 
INQUIRER editorial reminds the Cavaliers to get 
the message right, despite hobbles of their 
mind-sets. “How poor the country" as Latin 
writer Jose San Martin says, “that must suffer 
gloriously triumphant generals.” 
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ues to hold fast to his principles. Yes, Trillanes" 


lanes got represent а tacit endorsement of “ex- 
tra-constitutional resort to change”? If the 
country requires radical alternatives to achieve 
reforms, such as a coup, so be it? I don't know 
that most soldiers, quite apart from citizens, 
will say yes. 

But change the wording into “tacit endorse- 
ment of extra-constitutional action against this 
regime” and “radical alternatives to change this 
regime, such as by coups,” and the equation 
changes completely. И truthfully answered, we 
could see a lot of yeses there. An extra-constitu- 
tional action against an extra-constitutional 
regime, or a coup against a coup regime—this is 
a regime that is hounded by legitimacy prob- 
lems—has a way of canceling things out. Lest 
we forget, the officers and men, not least of the 
Marines, are still smarting from having been 
used to cheat in the South and seeing those who 
tried to stop it court-martaled. 

‘The survey is a neon sign pointing to truly 
interesting times. Its longer-lasting implica- 
tion is not to the future of coups, it is to the fu- 
ture of any action by the current rulers to re- 
tain power by hook or by crook, by law or by 
force. Ido still think that is their natural trajec- 
tory: they cannot afford to lose power as they 
stand to reap the whirlwind afterward. The 
question now is how to, Ferdinand Marcos at 
least had all the generals of the various com- 
mands with him, save Rocky Ileto, when he de- 
cided to plunge this country into political dark- 
ness. The current leadership, civilian and mili- 
tary, can't even count on their own to plunge 
someone they have decreed as pariah into elec- 
toral oblivion. Right now, they are only busy 
singing the refrain: 

How do you solve a problem like Trillanes? 
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AFTER READING THE INTERVIEW OF THE 
glamorous Cebu Gov. Gwendolyn Garcia last Sun- 
day in the Inguiren, I was convinced that this 
newspaper is secretly backing Speaker Jose de 
Venecia in the speakership fight versus newly 
elected Cebu Rep. and former Gov. Pablo Garcia. 
This is because the front-page interview by Fe 
Zamora and Norman Bordadora portrayed her as 
arrogant and vindictive—Cebu's Dragon Lady. 
Billed by her father, who is aspiring for the speak- 
ership, as his “genera!” in the "total war” against 
JDV Gwendolyn comes across as having no other 
motive than to get even with what she perceives 
was the terrible wrong JDV did toward her family. 
No pretenses of reforming the House for this in- 
tensely driven young woman who will begin her 
second term as Cebu's chief executive at the end 
of this month. Just a grudge fight against JDV 
Rep. Pablo Garcia's son, GSIS president and 
CEO Winston Garcia, has also assumed high me- 
dia visibility in this fight. There are reports about 
Winston's meeting various representatives at 
Dusit Nikko Hotel in Makati, where he is said to 
have personally handed them grease money: 
P200,000 for the neophytes (there are 107 of 
them) and P300,000 for the second and third ter- 
mers. А high-powered PR outfit is handling the 
media campaign for Pablo, courtesy of Winston. 


In the process, as Star columnist Jarius Bon- 
doc rightly pointed out yesterday, the Garcias 
‘come across as so intent on cementing their 
dynasty's power base. The question now is, as- 
suming the 81-year-old lawmaker bags the 
speakership, would he rule the House or will it 
Бе run by his children? This early, some law- 
makers confess they can imagine lining up at 
the desk of the “Generala” at the Speaker's of- 
fice to beg for committee chairmanships, trav- 
elallowances and the like. 

‘The problem of the Garcias is their immense vul- 
nerability. With the dynasty issue highlighted dur- 
{ng the recent election, enough to cause the down- 
fall ofa number of prominent clans, the Garcias eas- 
ily typify one. Two Garcias are in the incoming 14th 
Congress, Pablo Sr. and his neophyte son, Pablo Jr, 


LAST FEBRUARY, ACCORDING TO A NEWS 
item that appeared in the Malaysian newspaper 
Star, President Macapagal-Arroyo was “stunned” 
by the comments of a mother of 14 who told her 
оп а TV show that she had not breast-fed any of 
her brood because her nipples were “uneven.” 

Rosalie Cabinan, who is in her 40s and a resi- 
dent of Tondo, told the President that she had giv- 
en birth 18 times but only 14 of her children sur- 
vived. When the President advised Cabinan to 
breast-feed so she could “space” her pregnancies, 
the mother said it wasn't possible because “my 
other nipple is smaller and the other one is big.” 

‘The President laughed at the illogical connec- 
tion but fortunately, Cabinan's display of igno- 
rance prompted Ms Arroyo to order more funds re 
leased to the Department of Health to boost its in- 
formation drive, particularly by condueting more 
seminars on family planning and other related is- 
sues “to counter myths and wrong information, es- 
pecially among impoverished communities.” 

Well, it’s a little late for Rosalie and her 14 chil- 
dren, with scarce resources (including energy 
and time) having to be divided among so many 
children and siblings. But if the additional funds 
and greater educational efforts result in prevent- 
ing one more unwanted pregnancy, or one more 
mistimed birth, or one more child risking illness 
ог infection from being bottle-fed, then Rosalie's 
confession—and СМА reaction—would have 
been well worth it. 

1 don't know why the President should have 
been “stunned” by Rosalie's inadvertent display of 
the impact that reproductive myths and mislead- 
ing advertising claims have had on poor mothers. 
Tm sure she knows, because she has said so herself 
so many times, that the national government has 
eschewed the “cafeteria method" of providing full 
information and service to couples on all methods 
of contraception, and instead has chosen to con- 
centrate on promoting the less efficient, less effec- 
tive, less acceptable (to the couples themselves) 
so-called natural family planning method. 

AND I'm sure she's also aware that there is a 
TRO from the Supreme Court on the imple- 


AT THE START OF ANOTHER SCHOOL YEAR, IT 
seems appropriate to allow students to write their 
prospective Reading and English teachers to 
share their thoughts on how they, the students 
could succeed in class, how their teachers could 
make the classes more interesting and just how 
they can generally work better in true parmer- 
ship. A few students from private and public 
schools were asked to write a letter, reassured 
that these letters were to remain unsent—even if 
that goes against a tenet of relevant, real-life edu- 
cation. If letters are to be written to specific indi- 
viduals to address an issue, then they ought to be 
read by those addressees. 

Dear teachers, let this be a poor substitute for 
having a lener in your hands. These comments are 
to be read in the context of the prevailing negative 
opinion, especially among adolescents, regarding 
reading. According to them, the most notorious 
word associated with reading is “boring”; reading 
intimidates with its lengthy passages and incompre- 
hensible words and quotes. This is especially alarm- 
ing since they come from a sector that can afford to 
buy books. How did reading earn such a bad press? 

Yet, the very same students concede that read- 
ing is necessary for them to get anywhere. Kara 
Pineda, a high school freshman says, “The only 
way to become successful, to go to good colleges is 
by being a good reader... you may be surprised by 
how much you can learn by just reading a book.” 

But all is not lost, because there is a waning in- 
terest in reading that needs nurturing. Michele 
Manabat, a high school junior, knows too well the 
power of reading. Alexa Pastrana, a high school 
freshman, recalls how as a young child she loved 
being read to at bedtime, to be transported to an- 
other dimension where there was no one else but 
her. How she lost that love as she “progressed” in 
school is revealing. Marco Tayag, a senior, de- 
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from the third and second districts respectively, and 
there's the governor. In addition, there's Winston at 
the GSIS. Three of them are facing corruption 
charges before the Ombudsman, with one of the 
two cases against Gwendolyn, involving the Cebu 
International Convention Center issue, filed by the 
Cebu chapter of Bayan Muna. Being awaited is the 
report of the House committee on good govern- 
ment, chaired by Deputy Majority Leader Arthur 
Defensor, on its investigation into the case filed by 
Negros Oriental Rep. Rolex Suplico against Win- 
ston for alleged misuse of GSIS funds to improve its 
controversial image, without authorization from 
the Commission on Audit, 

“Another serious problem Pablo Garcia faces is 
the perception of being difficult to get along with 
and being very reactionary in a Congress that is 
striving to cast a progressive image. House mem- 
bers who served with him in the 9th Congress re- 
call how the aging lawmaker could be so bull- 
headed and stubborn in his opinions and ideas. 
In the Constitutional Commission, lawyer Rita 
Linda Jimeno burst into tears after an intense 
verbal tussle with him. In the ConCom, where 
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there's indeed merit in standing up for one's con- 
viction in a collegial body such as the $ 

Court, butinthe House the leader must be able to 
listen to diverse opinions and get a consensus on 
issues in order to move legislation. 


Former Sen. John Osmefia called up last Sun- 


“Stunning” news 
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mentation of revised Implementing Rules and 
Regulations aimed at restricting what the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the right to food has 
called “misleading, deceptive, and malicious 
inintent” advertising and promotion activities 
to increase sales of breast milk substitutes in 
the Philippines. 

То backtrack, in July last year, after years of 
consultation with industry (including milk 
companies) and community groups, Unicef 
and WHO, the DOH introduced stricter and up- 
dated regulations in the implementation of 
the 1986 Milk Code. The updated regulations 
include a ban on the advertising and promo- 
tion of milk substitutes for children up to 2 
years old, with an absolute ban on “false 
health and nutritional claims.” 

"Upon the passage of the new IRR, the milk 
companies, through the Pharmaceutical Health. 
Care Association of the Philippines (PHAP), be- 
gan a high-pressure campaign to have the IRR. 
revoked or watered-down, including filing a 
petition with the Supreme Court to issue a TRO 
against the IRR's implementation. The cam- 
paign culminated in the issuance of a letter 
from the US Chamber of Commerce (and repre- 
sentations made by the US trade representa- 
tive) warning about “complications in the US- 
Philippines economic ties." 

Before the letter, the Supreme Court had de- 
nied the request for a TRO, asking the DOH to 
comment on the petition. But three weeks lat- 
er, after the letter was issued, the Court re- 
versed itself and issued a TRO without expla- 
nation and without even informing the DOH. 


THIS is where matters stand now, with the PHAP 
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scribes reading as opening the mind to the world. 
Steffi Chung, a 7th grader, expresses awe that 
when she reads, she is actually reading someone's 
thoughts on paper and that without reading, “we 
wouldn't know who we are.” 

Jules Pineda, a high school junior, is specific in 
his letter as he urges English/Reading Teacher X to 
engage in activities that would help students over- 
come the boredom and sleepiness they feel once 
the lecture begins, for it means note-taking and the 
teacher doing her presentation. He suggests that 
teachers take the time and move the class to differ- 
ent spots on campus. Make your teaching unusual 
and special for “students will most likely never run 
away from your subject ever again.” 

Margenete Casiano, Grade 5, wants a teacher 
who is kind, intelligent and able to get along well 
wich the class. Most important, the teacher must. 
show and convince the students just how valu- 
able education is. 

Venancio Gamaya, Grade 4, wants patience from. 
his teachers who must explain lessons clearly Flore- 
ville Gamaya, a high school junior, asks for a strict, 
excellent but kind teacher who will allow them 
more thinking time while a question is posed. "Dap- 
at mahaba ang pasensya.” Her special appeal con- 
sists ofa poignant reminder that the students in her 
public school come from homes with tight budgets, 
so any extra contribution is an additional burden on 
her family. She recounts that last year, she had to be 
absent from school because she did not have the 
needed contribution for the day. 


* 


Gwendolyn as Cebu's Dragon Lady 


day, after the INQuinen story on the governor was 
published, to dispute her claim that her bloc swept 
Cebu in the 2004 elections. Osmefia said that con- 
trary to what she sought to project, he didn't sup- 
port his son, then Vice Gov. John-John Osmefia, 
his bid for the governorship. In fact, he tried to 
make his son withdraw in favor of Celestino Mar- 
tinez, whom John was supporting against Gwen- 
dolyn. Osmefia pointed out that Gwendolyn won 
over Martinez by only 7,000 votes but that had 
Martinez and John-John (who were by the way, 
both also supporting GMA versus FPJ) joined 
forces against Gwendolyn, she wouldn't have won. 
So obviously, said John, СМАЗ supposed 1.1 mil- 
lion winning margin over FPJ in Cebu couldn't 
have been delivered solely by the group that won 
only by 7,000 votes in the race for governor. The 
problem, says Osmefia, is that the Garcias seek to 
make GMA beholden to them. 

What I found truly disturbing was Osmefia's 
revelation that Pablo Garcia was hired about 
four years ago, when he was still governor, to 
lawyer for the “Sugar Alliance,” a group of the 
biggest landlords across the country, to file a 
case in the Supreme Court to declare the Com- 
prehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP) 
unconstitutional. Osmefia said Garcia was paid 
P4 million. What's bothersome is that Garcia 
didn't appreciate the significance of CARP in the 
history of the House that he now seeks to lead 
‘when, as writer Emmanuel A. Albano pointed 
‘out in the House Centennial commemorative 
book, “Assembly of the Nation,” CARP was the 
“centerpiece” of the ip of Ramon Mi- 
tra, Passing CARP was “the almost 
task of the House,” given the fact that the House 
was dominated, especially immediately after Ed- 
sa, by the landlord class. As Mitra put it, “Legis- 
lation of this kind has typically been imposed by 
authoritarian governments.” Osmefia said he 
could not understand how the Liberal Party fac- 
tion of former Batanes representative and agrar- 
ian reform secretary Florencio Abad would now 
openly support Garcia, considering his reac- 
tionary position on agrarian reform. 

For that matter, will the Left support him? 


petition due for another hearing before the 
Supreme Court next week. 

‘What is really stunning is the thought that per- 
haps even the Court could be infiuenced—with 
possible collusion from Malacafiang and the De- 
partment of Trade—to favor the side of milk com- 
panies in search of profits against that of Filipino 
infants who are at high risk of falling Ш due to di- 
arrhea, infection and malnutrition as a conse- 
quence of negligent bottle-feeding. 

As 1 have written in previous columns, so many 
things could go wrong when a baby is fed with in- 
fant formula, especially when parents are poor 
and are sorely tempted to resort to shortcuts. 

Bottle-feeding requires clean water, still a rarity 

in many poor areas, and properly cleaned and ster- 
ilized bottles, nipples and caps, which demand ex- 
pensive fuel to boil water. Infant formula is much 
more expensive than regular milk, and when their 
‘money for infant formula runs out, parents will те- 
place this instead with "full mill? or worse, con- 
densed milk, that is inappropriate and unhealthy 
for infants; or with rice water ("am") that carries 
no nutrients. Not to mention that even with special 
care, formula and formula-filled bottles can be ex- 
posed to flies, dirt and dirty hands. 
‘THIS is why the scientific (not to mention the 
practical) evidence strongly backs the con- 
tention that “breast milk is best for babies,” 
since no known infant formula brand could 
even approach breast milk in terms of nutri- 
tion and protection from infection. While any 
period of time for exclusive breast-feeding 
would be good, the optimum length of time 
has been determined at at least 6 months and 
upto 2 years of age or beyond. 

1 remember that when the Milk Code was 
passed in 1986, we mothers (I had just given 
birth to my daughter then) were elated and 
hoped that no Filipino baby would have to die 
ог get sick from bottle-feeding. But almost 
from the git-go, milk companies began skirt- 
ing the regulations, finding new and creative 
ways to market breast milk substitutes, includ- 
ing making deceptive claims. More tomorrow. 


Julius Cezar Taon, Grade 6, says that only if 
learning and enjoyment could go together, they 
would be better motivated to attend classes. 

Cara Sy, Grade 7, writes that she expects her 
teachers to make leaming more fun with word 
games and to introduce them to stories which in- 
зрие. Hannah Sy, Grade 5, asks that lessons be 
made more challenging. 

Jonard Koa, Grade 6, has a simple request: to 
please keep the class quiet and to repeat instruc- 
tions so all of them understand what to do. 

Itis apparent that student expectations are as 
high as teacher expectations. And before disillu- 
sionment and disappointment set in prematurely, 
itis time now not only for the teacher's unit or les- 
son planning, but to prepare to answer some ba- 
sic questions: How will I touch the lives of stu- 
dents this year? How will I imbue them with the 
lifelong love for learning? 

An old favorite of mine meant for teachers is 
Albert Cullum's “The Geranium on the Window 
Sill Just Died, but Teacher You Went Right On” 
(1971). It captures all the youthful angst of 
school life and is must reading for all teachers. 
‘One poem says it all: 

Twas good at everything 

—honest, everything!— 

until I started being here with you. 

Twas good at laughing, 

playing dead, 

being king! 

Yeah, Iwas good at everything! 

But now I'm only good at everything 

on Saturdays and Sundays... 


Neni Sta. Romana Cruz is a writer and editor, a 
member of the Philippine Board on Books for Young 
People and trustee of the Sa Aklat Sisikat Founda- 
tion. E-mail comments to nenisre@gmail.com 
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То stay and teach 


TWAS 5 YEARS OLD WHEN MT. PINATUBO ERUPTED. I RE- 
member imagining myself asa helicopter pilot, delivering vi- 
tal supplies to the ash-covered villages and towns. Other 
times, I thought I was a doctor on a medical mission to far- 
flung areas. 

When I was 7, I pestered my mother constantly with ques- 
tions about everything under the sun. My curiosity was insa- 
tiable and more of- 
ten than not, a ques- 
tion would follow 
before my mother 
could finish answer- 
ing a previous one. 

During the sum- 
mer vacation before 
my fourth grade, 1 
passed the time 
reading the whole 
set of Encyclopedia 
Americana. I leaned 
to devour books in just one sitting. I traveled to exotic places, 
experienced history being made and witnessed feats of in- 
credible power—all їп the comfort of my favorite chair. This, 
plus our frequent summer vacations to places of history, nur- 
tured my love for culture and literature. 

Unlike most of my high school classmates and friends 
who took up nursing and other degrees that would ensure 
their financial success in the future, I plan to shift from in- 
formation technology to literature. Thanks to my lack of 
understanding and greedy intentions, I decided to take up a 
technical course when I entered college. My motivation 
then was simple: money. Then, I joined ThePILLARS, our 
university's student publication, And it was truly a life- 
changing decision. 

It was in ThePILLARS that I experienced my rebirth. If 
in the beginning I was apathetic and indifferent to social 
issues, Lbecame fully aware and willing to be one of the 
few who struggle for change. I met students who were 
ready to help our fellow students to become conscious of 
‘what was going on outside the university gates. Literature 
took on a whole new meaning for me. It was no longer just 
a collection of works by talented writers but a force to 
reckon with. Literature became a driving force, an agent 
of change. 

"The staff of our publication know that what we are doing 
has the potential to make a difference. What better way to 
help society than to help future businessmen, engineers and 
nurses to become concerned about society and the nation? 
Maybe because we are young and idealistic, our goals don't 
seem impossible. But then again improving 
isn't impossible. 

Being part of something dedicated to the service of the 
students and Bikol culture awakened in me a great desire to 
serve. It was in ThePILLARS that I started becoming a true 
Atenean, a man for others. And it was because of my expo- 
sure to Bikol literature and culture that I decided to change. 
horses midstream. 

Being a member of the staff of our student publication 
opened my eyes and mind to a whole new world filled with 
great thinkers, writers and poets. I became obsessed with lit- 
erature and culture until I decided it was the study I would 
pursue. I could have finished my course and looked for 
greener pastures abroad. I could have been a fresh graduate 
now, looking for high-paying jobs in Makati. But I chose to 
stay. And I have no plans of leaving. You see, I love Bikol so 
much that I cannot even bear to leave town even for just a 
few days. 

My professor in world literature once asked me if] wanted 
to teach literature. I pondered on this for some time before 
realizing that I wanted to make a difference. Now, I have de- 
cided to become a teacher. 

Coming from a family of medical professionals and teach- 
ers, I have no problem with joining the teaching profession. 
My mother is a teacher, and so are three of my aunts. I have. 
great respect for teachers. They are the real heroes of our na- 
tion. Though they are not paid well, our educators have opt- 
ed to stay and teach eager minds. And it is because of their 
dignity and dedication that I have decided to join their ranks 
someday. 

The only catch is that my parents may not approve of my 
decision. I know they want me to finish my first course first. 
ButifIdo that, І may not have the same opportunities to pur- 
sue my dreams. Teaching is something that I know 1 would 
be good at. Besides, if there's anything 1 love more than 
teaching, its writing. 

Thaven't even brought my plans up with my parents. Iam 
afraid that my dreams would be dashed. Funny how life 
seeins tó offer you so much, and then you find out that they 
cannot be yours at all. 

T have just secured a scholarship from Fr. Wilmer Tria of 
the Ina nin Bikol Foundation (IBF) and Vox Bikol, a regional 
newspaper. In recent years, there has been a boom of region- 
al and local newspapers. My friends and even plan to put up 
our own publication within the next 10 years. 

My girlfriend is also a lover of books and a great writer 
whois fluent in Tagalog. She has made me realize the impor- 
tance of valuing our own language. Maybe someday, we can 
write a book together. 

Ihope and pray that my dreams won't be taken away from 
me. Right now, I want to follow my dreams and at the same 
time make it worthwhile by doing the Bikolano a great ser- 
Vice by staying. 

T don’t want to join the exodus of talented and skilled 
Bikolano youth. For many, the only place to go after finishing 
college is Manila. I don't want to be another “exported prod- 
uct.” 

‘Why leave? Bikol has so much to offer. We have to stay. It 
will be difficult at first, but it is the right thing to do. 

1 plan to study and master all the Bikol sub-languages— 
Bikol Naga, Partido, Rinconada and many more. I want to 
travel to the past and meet the epic Bikolano heroes. I want 
to travel to the future and see for myself what happens to 
Bikol. I want to encourage young Bikolano writers and 
artists to come out and show the world what our region has 
to offer. 

Twant to spend my whole life teaching young minds about 
the beauty of Bikol culture. I want to grow old doing some- 
thing good for my beloved home. I want to explore every 
nook and cranny ofour land and learn more about Bikol soct- 
ety and history. want to travel back in time and understand 
our roots. I want to open the eyes of the youth to the reality 
of Bikol culture. I want to make a real difference. 


Younc BLoop 


Alec Francis 
A. Santos 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below —Ed. 


Alec Francis A. Santos, 20, is а 4th year Information Technolo- 
‘gy student at the Ateneo de Naga University and a staff member 
Of ThePILLARS. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, ће posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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Multiply your PROFITS through 
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© multi-billion F” industry 
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INCREDIBLY LOW INTRODUCTORY PRICE!!! 


‘SCHOOLS 


UNIVRS GROUP OF COMPANIES 


@wn Business with UNIVRS 
Negosye Packages 


INTERNET CAFE 


Package 
(with Financing option) 
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+ technical services & related supports: 
= FINANCING ASSISTANCE for 
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Central poll issue ignored 


THE CENTRAL PROBLEM OPPRESSING FIL- 
ipinos today was not raised at all during the 
last election campaign. The political de- 
bate—if debate it may be called— focused 
mainly оп corruption, the illegitimacy of the 
Arroyo regime, and, up to a certain point, hu- 
man rights. Ignored completely was the debt 
conditions imposed upon the Philippines by 
the World Bank and the International Mone- 
tary Fund for the benefit of transnational cor- 
porations. In fact, even the minor par- 
ties—Karapatan, KBL and the party-list 
groups—did not touch on the problem. 

What are the WB-IMF debt conditions and 
why do they nail down the masses of workers, 
peasant and urban poor, who constitute more. 
than 90 percent of Filipinos, to worsening 
poverty and hunger? 

The WB-IMF debt conditions mandate the 
Philippine government, as a debtor, to adopt 
and pursue policies and programs designed to 
liberalize, deregulate and privatize the econ- 
omy. If there are laws—including the Consti- 
tution—which stand in the way of liberaliza- 
tion, deregulation, privatization and level 
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playing field, those : 
laws are to be ig- : 


1 PRYLIPPINE 
nored, circum- = 


was, moa LETTERS 6: 


fied, or repealed, 

as have happened D 
(with the help of the : 
Supreme Court) in relation to mining, water, 
power, ой and other natural resources re- 
served by the Constitution primarily for the 
benefit of Filipinos. 

‘The “booming economy” President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo and her perception engineers 
keep on talking about, featuring an alleged 
6.9-percent economic growth for the first 
quarter of 2007, is hardly felt, if felt at all, by 
most Filipinos because the path of growth 
(defined by liberalization, deregulation, pri- 
vatization and level playing field) leads di- 
rectly to the pockets of transnational corpora- 
tions. 

If the economy is growing at 6.9 percent, 
why can't it afford to significantly adjust up- 
ward the minimum wage or grant wage in- 
creases to government employees? Why have 
crimes against property become practically un- 
controllable? Why has the incidence of unem- 
ployment and hunger worsened? Why do Fil- 
ipinos, now including professionals, leave 
home and loved ones for employment over- 
seas? Why has the country become so unsafe, 
such that thousands of armed policemen and 
soldiers had to be deployed in school premises 
during the opening of classes, as they were ear- 
lier deployed in polling places? The only sign 
of prosperity was a recent pilgrimage to Rome 
and Portugal in which the President was ac- 
companied by her fellow alumnae from As- 
sumption College. 

The central problem oppressing Filipinos to- 
day did not figure at all during the last election 
campaign because it was not a contest on who 
would govern our country to protect and ad- 
vance the Filipino national interest. It was es- 
sentially a contest between the administration 
and the opposition for the “privilege” of gov- 
eming this country according to the WB-IMF 
debt conditions. 

‘When will Filipinos wake up, unite and act? 

—AMADO GATINCIONG, 
Unit 301 Union Square Condominium, 
145 15th Avenue, Cubao, Quezon City 


A library in Gagalangin 


BACK IN THE LATE 1960s, 1 USED TO FRE- 
quent the library on Tecson (now V del Fierro) 
Street here in Gagalangin, Tondo, Manila. 1 
moved farther south of Metro Manila in the 
late '80s. 1 returned in the '90s and the library 
was no longer there. 

Thope a new library will be built here in 
Gagalangin so the young will be in a place 
feeding their minds with knowledge, instead 
of spending money and time playing computer 
games. | am appealing to the newly elected of- 
ficials ofthis district to do something about the 
rebuilding ofa library in the heart of Gagalan- 
gin. 

Tam willing to donate books, and I volun- 
teer to solicit books from friends and col- 
leagues just to help put up this library again. 

—REGINA CAPILI, 
regs1169@yahoo.com 


Gov't agencies should 
be open to complaints 


1 WAS SADDENED BY THE CIVIL SERVICE 
Commission's prompt reply to my letter, “Slow 
and late response from CSC.” (INQUIRER, 
5/17/07) When I wrote my complaint, it was 
to air a grievance, hoping to initiate reform. 
Certainly, 1 did not consider myself to blame 
for my predicament. 

‘The fact of the matter is that the motion for 
reconsideration which the CSC received on 
‘Aug. 17, 2006 complied with all the documen- 
tary requirements. It was denied only on 
March 26, 2007, and the denial was relayed to 
me on April 12, 2007—after eight long 
months. That the MR was moot and academic 
upon its receipt made the long wait all the 
more unreasonable. 

Could 1 be wrong to think it would have 
been more considerate if the denial of the mo- 
tion had been relayed sooner? 

1 can accept that subjecting me to the long 
wait was the last thing on the CSC's mind, But. 
the CSC should likewise accept that there was 
a lapse somewhere and ensure that the same 
thing does not happen again. If not, 1 regret 
that my effort to speak out was in vain and, 
wearily, [rest my case. 

1 pray that all government agencies will 
keep an open mind when faced with com- 
plaints like mine. The hope of every citizen is 
improved public service. But unless those who 
can do something about it truly listen, this can 
never be achieved. It would do our country no 
good if disenchanted citizens are muzzled and 
cut down to size by discouraging response 
from our public servants. 

—CARMELITAR. DIAZ, 
Ceso VI, c/o Alex Acuna, 
52N. Zamora St. SFDM, QC 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or 
suggestions about the treatment of news 
and photos by the Inquirer, you may write 


to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily 
Inquirer Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague 
and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or 
e-mail readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are re- 
quested to include their complete address 
and telephone or pager number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. The In- 
quirer will not publish any letter unless 
such information is supplied. 


On its first decade of 
highly energized tag 
existence, Flying V £9 
leads the way to bo 
Energy Independence! 


• Robust growth from a network of over 130 service 
stations from as far North as Pagudpud, Ilocos Norte, to 
as far South as Cotabato City; with more stations to come. 


• Fostering product excellence and logistical strength 
(with 5 supply depots nationwide) to successfully 
compete in a vital industry. 


Pioneering Alternative Fuels 
and Environmental Consciousness 
for the Filipino: 


бк 


» First to introduce and market Biodiesel 
B1 preblended direct from its stations" 
pumps; years before the Biofuels Act 
came into law this January, 2007. 


о First to establish Biofuel Centers to 
serve as home to information and 
promotion programs of Flying V 
and its partner advocates. 


Salamat, bayan sa inyong lubos 
at patuloy na pagtangkilik! Bilang 
pasasalamat, aming nilunsad ang: 


e FLYING V CARES: A Fight against 
Hunger-by allocating a portion of its 
sales to feed at least 30,000 families 
a month, to help alleviate the hungry 
poor (in cooperation with the National 
Anti-Poverty Commission, Luzon Urban 
Beltway, and Rotary District 3800). 


Flying V Institute for Advanced 
BioFuel Research: Tapping the 
country's top experts in industry 
and the academe, the Insti- 
tute will undertake studies 
and the testing of 
up to 20% higher 


blends of BioDiesel,and spearhead the 
movement for energy self-reliance and 
environmental consciousness (in cooperation 
with the Department of Energy, Philippine 
Coconut Authority, Technological University 
of the Philippines, Filipino Car Foundation, 
Somida Motors Corporation and Professor 
Koji Yoshida of Nihon University). 


• Corporate Social Responsibility - 


the Flying V Way! Flying V through its 


thrust of allevating poverty, supports 
various community based Housing, Live- 
lihood, and Values Formation Projects: 


- To date, over 300 scholars from all 
over the country have benefitted from 
the Flying V Scholarship Program. 


И 
* -The Flying V subsidized Housing pro- 
gram, open to low income families at 
no downpayment and low monthly 
amortization, enabled dozens of 
families to own a house 8 lot 
located at the heart of Rizal. 


- The Flying V Livelihood programs 
focus on skills training seminars 
that give the individual the 
opportunity to develop skills 

for job opportunities and 
entrepreneurship. 


и 
Distributing rce to the hungry chidren 


- The Flying V Values Formation 
program is embodied in a 
free school for children 2 1/2 
to 6 years old in Rizal and 
La Union province, a step up 
from their humble beginnings. 


FLYING V 


Leading the way 
into the next decades.” 


[Ды] 
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Tech-voc tops agenda of DepEd 
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pointed out. 

Mainly to blame, Lapus said, was the scrap- 
ping of the National College Entrance Exami- 
nation (NCEE), which "led to а free flow in 
tertiary education." 

“Higher education opened its gates without 
screening. Before, to be a teacher, you had to 
score at least 60 percent in the NCEE. Thats 
gone now, except in schools with competitive 
entrance exams,” he sai 

Lapus cited the results of this year's Nation- 
al Career Assessment Examination or NCAE 
where of the 1.3 million high school senior ex- 
aminees, 711,526 showed a high aptitude for 
tech-voc programs, while only 49,066 
showed a high aptitude for college. 

He also pointed out that out of the 2.6 mil- 
lion unemployed Filipinos, some 1.1 million 
were college graduates. 

“But at the same time, we have 650,000 
tech-voc jobs available in the local market, 
but we cannot fill the vacancies because our 
tech-voc applicants lack the required tech-voc 
skills; Lapus said. 

‘According to the former Tarlac congressman 
and Landbank president and CEO, “it doesn't 
take a genius to conclude that there is some- 
thing askew in our current state of affairs.” 

‘That is why, he said, the Department of Ed- 
vucation had made the “bold move" of pushing 
for technical-vocational education in public 
high schools. 

"The DepEd has started linking up with its 


| BR LEGS 
IE TEND, 


Pensez is a treatment requiring 
vae. 


= GUARANTEED SAFE 
+ No Sido Effects 
+ No Proscription Needed. 


HOTLINES: (032) 344-5522 | 0917-623 


counterparts in Asian countries like Singa- 
pore, Indonesia, South Korea and Malaysia to 
"explore opportunities for sharing informa- 
tion and best practices on tech-voc educa- 
tion," Lapus said. 

His bullish stance, however, is not matched 
by the program's budget allocation. During 
the 2007-08 school year the "redesigned 
tech-voc" package will get only P207 million 
in program funds. 

The money will go to the 261 tech-voc high 
schools nationwide, said Dr. Ricardo de Lu- 
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and leading drugstores nationwide. 


Happy Independence Day! 


men, head of the DepEd's tech-voc division. 
Of these, the DepEd “will pilot only 135," De 
Lumen said. 


3types 

There are three types of tech-voc high 
schools--arts and trade, agriculture and fish- 
eries. 

“Arts and trade has 11 fields of specializa- 


tion. Agriculture has four while fisheries has = 


three,” 
spent on equipment, tools, machines and the 
like. 

According to DepEd computations, the 
tech-voc program will require at least P200 
billion. And 2007 is the fourth year of the re- 
designed tech-voc program. 

Starting next year, tech-voc high school 
graduates will be getting NG 1, short for na- 
tional certification on their skills, from the 
Technical Education and Skills Development 
Authority or Tesda, in addition to the usual 
highschool diploma. 

De Lumen also stressed the need to “retool 
our tech-voc instructors.” Upgrading their 
skills is a must, he said, like the DepEd's ongo- 
ing efforts in retooling those teaching En- 
glish, Science and Mathematics subjects who 
are not specialists in these fields. 


Training programs. 

The DepEd training programs come in 
three forms. 

“One is through degree programs in rep- 
utable institutions like Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
versity, La Salle and the University of the 
Philippines. Another is institution-based sum- 
mer training in regional centers resulting in a 
minor degree, and lastly, through work-based 
seminar-workshops dwelling on content and 
pedagogy” said a DepEd report. 

“To date, more than 138,000 public school 
teachers have been trained in the three priori- 
ty subjects, “each of whom will train five oth- 
er teachers, ога total of 463,305 teachers.” 

‘The DepEd has also teamed up with the 
business process outsourcing firm Convergys 
in launching the 2007 Oral Communications 
in English training program for 500 selected 
public schools nationwide. 

The intensive two-day program, which 
runs from February to December, will utilize 
individual oral communications modules. 
Graduates of the program will be required to 
conduct similar workshops to at least 10 of 
their co-teachers using the same materials 
provided them during the workshop. 


Cyber education 

‘Another DepEd reform initiative is cyber 
education. 

‘The department is very much aware of the 
innovations in education technology, Lapus 
said, noting that it just could not afford them 
right now. 

The program will need at least $200 mil- 
lion in initial capital investments, he said. "Do 
we have money for all those bridges as well as 
the North Rail and South Rail projects? Why 
can’t we not borrow for education?” 

"Tes worth it,” Lapus told the Inqunen. “We 
will save on teacher training which costs hun- 
dreds of millions of pesos. We will save on 
textbooks which cost billions of pesos and a 
lot more.” 

With a budget allocation of P260 million, 
the DepEd this year will provide more com- 
puter laboratories in public high schools. Also 
in its to-do list is the computerization pro- 
gram for public elementary schools 

To date, at least 3,512 public high schools 
have been provided with computer labs. An- 
other 1,057 secondary schools have been giv- 
еп Internet connections. 

‘And with the help of Gearing Up Internet 
Literacy and Access for Students or Gilas and 
the agency's other private sector partners, the 
DepEd aims to provide Internet connectivity 
to public secondary schools by 2010. 

That, Lapus said, is very doable. 


Ikaw. anong Kwentong Fibtsco mo? 


De Lumen said. The funds will be 8. 
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ANNA Aguinaldo Suntay, one of the great, great grandchildren of 
revolutionary Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo, looks at the first Philippine flag. 
encased in glass at the Aguinaldo Museum in Baguio City. 


Defy work holiday 
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son of the country's first Presi- 
dent, said President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo issued Proclamation 
No. 1211 in January rebuking the 
declaration of her own father, the 
late President Diosdado Macapa- 
gal, that June 12 was Indepen- 
dence Day instead of July 4. 

Proclamation No. 1211 makes 
holidays flexible to create long 
weekends. 

Suntay and his niece, Anna, su- 
pervise the Emilio Aguinaldo Mu- 
seum here, which preserves the 
original flag that their great 
grandfather unfurled in Kawit, 
Cavite, on June 12, 1898. 

Suntay said he had been call- 
ing bank managers and employ- 
ers, asking them to defy Procla- 
mation No. 1211 by giving work- 
ers the day off today. 

“All Filipinos, rich or 
poor—please let us not make any 
distinctions—all businessmen, all 
employers, please ask your work- 
ers not to come to work [today]," 
he told reporters. 

He said this act of civil disobe- 
dience would honor the legacy of 
Ms Arroyo's father. 

Suntay said the elder Macapagal 
stood his ground against pressure 
from the United States in 1964 
when he decided to honor the day 
Aguinaldo declared independence 
from Spain, instead of July 4. 

Itwas on July 4, 1946, that the 
United States “granted” the 
Philippines its independence. As 
a result of the elder Macapagal's 
proclamation, July 4 was down- 
graded to Philippine-American 
Friendship Day. 


Father won't approve 

ino nationalists were nev- 
er happy about the annual July 4 
holiday with its bands and pa- 
rades and in 1964, they prevailed 
upon President Diosdado Maca- 
pagal to change the date. Dr. 
Samuel Tan of the National His- 
torical Institute said Macapagal 
was trying to boost his own 
standing with the nationalists 
and was looking for something to 
rally the people that was associat- 
ed with our revolutionary identi- 
ty rather than our colonial identi- 
ty,” wrote Alan Berlow, an Ameri- 
can journalist, in an essay pub- 
lished by a California-based Fil- 
ipino website. 

“Macapagal moved the date to 
June 12 which, like our own Inde- 
pendence Day, commemorates a 
declaration of indepen- 
dence—that of Filipino revolu- 
tionaries, who in 1898 proclaimed 
their freedom from Spain. The big 
difference is that the Filipino dec- 
laration didn't lead to indepen- 
dence," Berlow said. 

"This does not necessarily di- 


minish its significance. Historians 
generally agree that the Philippine 
Revolution, the first Asian uprising 
against a foreign imperial power, 
would have eventually triumphed 
over Spain had it not been for the 
short-lived Spanish-American War, 
which saw the Americans elbow 
aside the Filipino revolutionaries,” 
Berlow wrote. 

Suntay said he was alarmed 
that Ms Arroyo's decision to “re- 
duce the relevance of Philippine 
Independence" to support an eco- 
nomic theory did not inspire pub- 
lic outrage “when it would have 
angered her own father.” 


Holiday economics 

Although Proclamation No. 
1211 had been out for five 
months now, Ms Arroyo an- 
nounced only last week that she 
had made the eve of Indepen- 
dence Day а holiday to comply 
with her policy supporting “holi- 
day economics." 

Since 2001, Ms Arroyo had 
been advocating the theory that 
Filipinos would infuse more mon- 
ey into domestic tourism during 
Jong weekends. 

Suntay said the observance of 
holidays scheduled close to a 
weekend is automatically reclas- 
sified to suit this purpose. 

According to the National Sta- 
tistical Coordination Board, the 
country could experience a 3.5 
percent growth in the level of 
gross domestic product (GDP) “if 
consumption in tourism-related 
industries increased by 10 per- 
centasa result of extended week- 
ends/holidays." 

Suntay argued: "There is noth- 
ing that would tell us that working 
on Independence Day would raise 
the GDP by even one point. What's 
one day if we give up work if only 
to commemorate our patriotism?” 

Patriotism, not tourism, is the 
key to solving some of the crises 
confronting governance today 
including corruption, he said. 


Lost opportunities 

“If you love your country, you 
wouldn't do anything bad to 
harm the country... submit that 
patriotism is the missing ingredi- 
ent to... our lost opportunities," 
Suntay said. 

He said countries, such аз 
Japan and the United States, up- 
on which Ms Arroyo tries to mod- 
el the Philippines after, began to 
progress only after embracing 
their nationalism. 

The Philippines, on the other 
hand, only knows “how to shoot 
its own foot," he said. 

“We had the Edsa Revolt and it 
became a world model, and after 
that we were back to Square 
One,” hesaid. Vincent Cabreza, 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


CBCP: Let's honor 
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pant and wholesale ‘buy and sale’ 
of votes, there were still those 
who refused to be controlled by 
the dictatorship of money. Their 
small stories are worth noting 
down on Independence Day.” 

A teacher, Nellie Banaag, and a 
poll watcher, Leticia Ramos, died 
in a fire on May 15 after five 
armed men torched a school in 
Taysan, Batangas, during the 
counting of votes. 

“Another teacher, school district 
supervisor Musa Dimasidsing 
who exposed cheating in the 
Maguindanao provincial elec- 
tions, was shot dead on Saturday. 
(See related story on Page A2.) 

Lagdameo said in his message 
that the extrajudicial Killings, in- 
voluntary disappearances, and cas- 


es of graft and corruption should 
be a reminder to everyone “that 
while we have been liberated from 
the control of foreign invaders, we 
are victims of the abuses and ex- 
ploitation of fellow Filipinos.” 

He added: “There is so much 
demand for restitution for help- 
less and voiceless victims. May 
we not consider the uncompen- 
sated victims also bayani ng 
bayan (nation’s heroes), especial- 
ly since their appeals are appar- 
ently falling on deaf ears?” 

The Catholic Church in the 
Philippines has joined the clamor 
for “the restoration or rerum of the 
victims of disappearances,” the 
archbishop said in his message. 

“Our prayer is that they will be 
allowed to return safe and sound 
to their grieving and anxious 
families, to enjov basic freedom.” 


+ 


Tuloy pa rin ang 


Sumiklab na! Lalong uminit at lumaki ang apoy. Kilos ng mga bisyonaryo 
at rebolusyonaryo, lalo pang naglagablab! Sa pamumuno ng IPPCA, ang 
INDEPENDENT PHILIPPINE PETROLEUM COMPANIES ASSOCIATION, kasama ang 
katipunan ng sampung magigiting na mga kasapi nito. Nagsimula na ang pagbabaga... 
talagang parating na nga ang pagbabago. Pilipino, kasama ka rito. Tuloy ang ating 
pagpupugay sa lumalakas pa nating energy-independence. do pa ang sigaw ng SUGOD! 


== чы CUZ] 
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Walang urungan ito. 


Formed in 1997 during the deregulation of the ой industry, of the BIOFUELS Act of 2006, the IPPCA members’ 25% share 
the Independent Philippine Petroleum Companies Association of the market will undoubtedly increase, fuelled by aware- 
(IPPCA) is composed mainly of oil players other than the ness and acceptance of the benefits of alternative fuels 
three oil industry giants. But given the trend in the global such as Biodiesel and Ethanol E-10. IPPCA has actively upheld 
market for alternative fuels, and with full implementation concerns of its members on vital energy issues, notably: 


° Pioneered the campaign for * Supported the early execution * Spearheaded the movement towards 
consumption and production of of the Clean Air Act in eliminating legislation on the use of Biofuels, 
alternative fuels such as Biodiesel. the lead content in gasoline; resulting in the enactment of the 
and Ethanol E-10; Biofuels Act of 2006. 


IPPCA proudly supports the Biofuels Act and the information and educational 
program of the Department of Energy and participating agencies. 


For more information on biofuels, visit www.biofuels.com.ph 


TE АЗТЕЯ DS 
Qiyjeetzorsum 
N4 conronation 


FLYING V 


CPILPRIDE ' u — LINK 


= sézEnergy Corp. 


| 
4 


sak ban aa 


E] 


"TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2007 


| PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER JA 


NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU ‘SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU E-mail: pr provincal news@inquirercom.ph Website: wwwinquirer.netfregions VISAYAS BUREAU MINDANAO BUREAU 
Room 201, Bonan Agaro 2nd Floor. Los Bas Biag. cio Cebu Daly News FEP Pring Cor Big. 

TO Happy Gan Loop. Baguio ly бог Pofaranda and Aguinaido Sts. 18-15Escario ел 

ToL No, (07414434255 acy Tel Nos. (032) 235-0346/288-0849 Та NO. 10821244-177010 71 
Faso, ОМИ fox No. (052) 480-4182 Fax No (032) 232-9038 Fax No. (0821244-1771 
Етп. bagula@inqutercomph EmakingbcolOauiercom gh 


Стаб Ng cuBiqircmoh E mal: па davao@inguirercom ph 
"Textus your feedback: inquirer atn ramefage/cty message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Assistant Editor Tony Bergonia 


Sugar lands part of CARP, SC rules 


By Carla Рботех 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—THE SUPREME COURT HAS 
dismissed a petition questioning the manner in 
which land reform is being implemented in sugar- 
cane lands for lack of merit 


The petitioners include the produced by organized, mecha- 
Confederation of Sugar Produ- nized, plantation-type agriculture 
cers Association Inc, National than by small, “parcelized,” own- 
Federation of Sugarcane Planters ercultvated farms, the LBP said 
Inc, United Sugar Producers Fe- the wisdom of acquiring sugar 
deration of the Philippines Inc, lands for agrarian reform is be- 
Panay Federation of Sugarcane yond the ambit of judicial review. 
Farmers Inc, First Farmers Hold. Without any amendment to RA 
ing Corp, National Congress of 6657 regarding coverage, there 
Unions in the Sugar Industry of could be no basis to prohibit the 
the Philippines and the League of DAR and the Land Bank from ac- 
Municipalities ofthe Philippines- quiring sugar lands, for purposes 
Negros Occidental Chapter. of agrarian reform, it added 

‘Phe SCalsoruledthat theinclu- — Im the case filed by the Associa- 
sion of sugar lands in the coverage tion of Small Landowners, the 
‘of RA 6657 intheCom- , Supreme Court had up- 
prehensive Agrarian ^... SUGAT held the validity of Sec- 
и tion 16 of RA 6657, in- 
tothe wisdom ofan act cluding paragraphs (@), 
S cpm lei Panters G m Onak at 
the ambitofjudicialze- faj forth the manner of ac- 
view, in its decision failed to quisition of private agri- 
promulgated March 30 cultural lands and de- 
аан SOW ас стасао: 
site yesterday. pensation, the IBP 

The petition for pro- they ... ALE pointed out. 
hibition and mam © The SC said sugar 
Kanae valh page ee entitled to beue pcd AN UNIDENTIFIED member of Task Force Mapalad wails as she learned about the violent death of two members and wounding of others. 
pelmnay iusto a diff that they belong t0 2. Violence erupted anew last June 4 in Hacienda Velez-Malaga n La Castellana, Negros Occidental as blue guards fired at farmers claiming their 
а: a different ji о a different lands awarded to them by the Department of Agrarian Reform. JIMMYA DOMINGO 
ing order named as res- › treatment. 
pondents the Depar- (Treatment. Indeed, itis notwith- 


“ , В 
[E ет CARP f death warrant KMP 
icr NM II. u- armers dea arrant, Says 
Philippines (LBP) and the Land wisdom of the inclusion by 
Registration Authority (LRA). Congress of the sugar lands in the CITY OF SAN FERNANDO of farmers caught in land dis- The land, mortgaged by shot when they prevented CMU 
‘The petitioners asked the SC to. coverage of RA 6657, it ruled. —Gleaning from the Mendiola putes have seen no end. Quintos, had beenrecoveredby guards from destroying their 
enjoin the DAR, LBP and theLRA The petitioners alleged that the massacre to the abduction of agri- Some of these, he said, are in the Asset Privatization Trust for crops in 1992. Ramos said the 
from subjecting their sugarcane DAR, without consulting the regu- culturist Jonas Burgos, the Com- Hacienda Luisita in Tarlac, Ha- distribution through the CARP Supreme Court later decided to, 
farms to eminent domainorcom- larfermworkersonwhetherornot prehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- cienda .Velez-Malaga Ап. Negros disqualify the farmers as na 
pulsory acquisition without Filing "they want to exercise their right to” фай” (CARP) has Worked as à Occidental'and Hacienda Looc iri" ti du beneficiaries 
the:necessary expropriation pro- own the land they till, indiscrimi “death warrant" to many farmers Batangas. f n "If the government itself coulda, 
ceedings pursuant to the provi- nately sends notices of coverage struggling to own lands inthe last “In fact, the abductions of coverage in 1992, the land, ac- not give lands that it owns like 
sions of Rule 67 of the Rules of and acquisition to practically all 19 years, and deserves no more jos, Sherilyn Cadapan cording to a Department of those at the CMU because of its 
Court and without the applica- the planters and leaves the matter extension, a leader of and Karen Етрепо (in Bulacan) Agrarian Reform ruling in 1997, thwarted interpretation of Sec- 
tionor conformity ofa majority of of identifying ahd convincing фе Magbubukid ng Pil d. мете the result of their advocacy belonged to the farmers. tion 10, can farmers still expect 
the regular farm workers. prospective beneficiaries later. KMP Secretary-General Danilo for the free distribution of land to In Silang, Cavite, the fourth the government to put an end to 
The petitioners also asked the The petitioners alleged that, in Ramos said that if given a few the tiller and their consequent generation of farmers іп е concentration of lands in the „у 
High Cour to nullify paragraphs actual practice, DAR, in collusion more years tomeet the balance of stand against Gloria Macapagal. Barangays Tartaria and Lumil hands of private owners?" 
@), © and (9 of Section 16{1]{5} with some NGOs and other “in 772,000 hectares, the program  Arroyo..," hesaid. have been seeking portions inthe Ramos asked. 
of Republic Act No. (RA) 6657, for stant” farmer organizations, desig- would intensify the killings and Extrajudicial killings of ас estate owned by the late Presi- я 
being unconstitutional, nated as “beneficiaries” nontillers, abductions of farmers. tivists, many of them farmers, dent Emilio Aguinaldo, Ramos Subservience 
The Land Bank, however, nonregular farmers, and outsiders ts have totaled morethan 800 since said. Policemen, he said, were According to him, several cases 
urged the SC to dismiss the peti- of the land and other unqualified Endless killings 2001, according to human rights used to harass the farmers and had shown that the DAR was 
tion since it has already upheld groups to eject and replace the re- “Its many loopholes have be- watchdogs. their leaders. “subservient” to the clamors of 
the constitutionality of RA 6657 gular farm workers and lateronin- come the convenient cover for Ramos cited case studies on Ramos said the program was landowners to convert the use of 
in its ruling on the Association of stall these beneficiaries on the su- landlords го maintain their vast how landlords have derailed the comprehensive when it came to lands from agricultural to resi- 
‘Small Landowners case. gar lands, with the assistance of land holdings and even to ex- implementation of CARP exemptions. Although the CARP dential, commercial or industrial: 
‘The LBP said that the petitioners the AFP or the PNP. pand them further,” Ramos said law, Republic Act 6657, and its — "Land-use conversion is an- 
want to delay the acquisition of The petitioners also claimed that in a statement here on Monday. Farmers’ land Section 10 ensure that farm wor- other form of taking away lands 
lands covered by RA 6657 by in- the LRA canceled the Certificates of “Since CARP's inception hun- In Occidental Mindoro, land- kers are qualified to own land, from farmers,” he said, adding 
sisting that the titles to land should Tile of the landowners merely up- dreds of farmers have been ownerRicardo Quintos filed mur- members of the Bukidnon Free that Section 65 of RA 6657 al- 
remain with the landowners until on the directive or request by the killed struggling for genuine der charges against Rep. Jose Vil Farmers Agricultural Laborer Or- lows this. 
the issue of just compensation is fi- DAR, without asking the landowner land reform.” Тагоѕа and six farmers, who have ganization (Buffalo) tilling lands Farmers in Hacienda Looc 
nally adjudicated by the courts. to surrender his owner's duplicate He said that after the massacre been called the “Mamburao 6" inside the Central Mindanao Uni- were in this predicament, still as- 
On the petitioners argument oftitle or even notifying him. of 13 farmers and the wounding who allegedly killed his sons, versity have yet to benefit from  serting their right to own or till 
that it may have been “unwise” But the SC ruled that the peti- of more than 70 others on Men- Michael and Paul Quintos. such provision. 8,650 hectares, he said. Seven 
and “impractical” for Congress to tioners' allegations remained as diola Bridge (now Chino Roces Ramos said Quintos made up the The DAR adjudication board farmers had been killed as they 
include sugar lands in the cove. such—mere allegations, unsup- Bridge) in Manila on Jan. 22, charges to force farmers out of his has favored the Buffalo but ithas insisted on their right to stay, he 
rage of RA 6657 as it is more effi- ported by any evidence to prove 1987, or a year before the CARP 604hectare estate in Tayamaan, reduced the scope of the land to said. Tonette Orejas, Inquirer 
ciently and more economically their veracity or truthfulness. was enacted into law, the killings Mamburao, Occidental Mindoro. 400 hectares. Two farmers were Central Luzon 


Igorot group films forgotten heroes of the North 


By Vincent Cabreza The film focuses on war vete- ficial recognition. 

Inquirer Northern Luzon rans from Ibaloi, Kankaney, and The heirs of Carantes said ittook 
Mt. Province groups who stayed. Ibaloi families years of painstaking 

BAGUIO CITY—YOUWONTFIND here to fightin spite of the factthat research to even get the National 

the Philippine flag laid out on the the Imperial Japanese Army had Historical Institute to acknowledge 

tombstones of Ibaloi revolutionary converted Camp John Hay into its their great grandparents as legiti 

heroes Mateo “Kustacio” Carantes Philippine headquarters during mate Katipuneros. 

and Mateo Cariño today, Indepen- World Warll. Carantes was a community lea- 

dence Day. Many of the actors are great, der who coordinated the Katipunan * 

This omission was not made out great grandchildren of these vete- activities in the Cordillera during 
of spite. Tans, who were teenagers when the 1896 Revolution. 

Few in this generation recall the Феу fought the Japanese. Notes compiled by the late 
names of their former presidents, _ Sectionsofthe film are posted on Ibaloi historian Geoffrey Carantes 
much less obscure members of the YouTube on the web.or are promo- indicated that Mateo Carantes may 
Katipunan in Igorot country, who ted enthusiastically. by Cordilleran have helped hide Aguinaldo as he 
helped Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo es. bloggers to overseas Igorots. made his way through the 
cape from the Americans whenthe _ Guinaran said he hoped to get Cordilleras to escape American 
Philippine-American war broke е films distributed in schools, or troops. 
out in 1899. even through the pirated DVD net- — Members of the Cariño clan have 

Ignorance, however is no longer work to win a wider audience. obtained the most-detailed archival. 
an excuse, at least for a group of Не may follow the marketing records about their great grandía- 
young Igorot professionalswhohave strategy used by Raymund Red ther from the United States. 
‘Started filming the legacy of their re... who toured the independently pro- Aside from Carino's revolutionary 
gion'sculrural and historical heroes. duced movie, “Sakay,” around the linis, he was also credited with win- 

Dr. Ryan Guinaran and Betty country alongside his actors. ning a landmark US Supreme Court 
Lestino have formed Research. Heroism is an oft-quoted value case that recognized lis right over 
Mate Inc. to draw factual accounts that has lost its meaning to pre- lands that became Camp John Hay. 
of Igorot heroism for this genera- sent generations, said Listino, а The US military converted 
tion of Cordillerans. former researcher ‘of the Philip. Cariño's pastureland into a gar 

ResearchMate has completed pine Rice Institute. son. The Ibaloi protested Ame 
filming a reenactment of the li- $Һе said this condition does пот са? actions in a series of cases 
beration of Baguio and Benguet, help the case for Igorot heroes, that culminated in 1909, the 
using amateur actors, aged be- who are too far off the fringe of same year the summer capital 
VRCENTCABEZAMQUAERNORTHEANIUZON tween 12 and 30 years old. mainstream society to even win of: was officially chartered. 


Vete pac alo anal 


ровень 


"€ 


COMMUNICATIONS expert Betty Lestino, amateur actor Joe Trence Yanyang and Dr. Ryan Guinaran 
have been filming docurnentaries. Their first project involved a documentary on the 66th Infantry Brigade 
ofIbalois and Kankaneys who liberated Baguio and Benguet from Japanese occupation at the end of 
World War Il. 
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By Nancy C. Carvajal 


А FISHPOND CARETAKER DROWNED WHEN НЕ 
tried to save his-faithful companion, a dog, which 
fell into a fishpond at around midnight yesterday 


in Malabon City. 


POZ Edsel de la Paz of the Mal- was able to safely swim to the 
side of the pond. 

"They were always together. 
His dog, Brownie, a mongrel, Richard always brought the dog 


abon City police identified the 
Victim as Richard Ando, 28. 


NAVY Ensign Armand Pontejos: Soldier and 
now master's degree holder... поралотом 


Hope in heart, 
diploma in hand 
for jailed ensign 


By Dj Yap and Jeannette I. Andrade 


NO ONE CAN ACCUSE ENSIGN ARMAND 
Pontejos, a Navy junior officer charged with 
taking part in the failed Oakwood mutiny of 
2003, of being unproductive while in deten- 
tion. 

Instead of allowing himself to stagnate out 
of boredom, he whiled away the time in a dif- 
ferent way: By studying for exams and doing 
his homework. 

Last Saturday, Pontejos received his mas- 
ter's diploma in Information Systems during 
the 11th commencement exercises of the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines Open Universi 
ty--under heavy security. 

“lam extremely happy,” the 27-year-old of- 
ficer said after going up on stage to receive his 
diploma. He added, however, that his mas- 
ters degree was not the end of his academic 
career. "This is life-long learning. Since we 
were detained, we have been learning. This 
will continue into the future and we will keep. 
оп studying because only through education 
will we succeed as Filipinos,” Pontejos said 

“He did not want to waste his time. Even in- 
side his cell at Fort Bonifacio, he found a way 
for self-improvement,” his lawyer Wilfredo 
Garrido Jr. said. 

Pontejos used to take part in handicraft 
projects with fellow detainees, but this soon 
proved boring for the highly trained member 
ofthe Navy's Special Warfare Group. 

Three years after enrolling online at the UP 
Open University, Pontejos, a graduate of the 
Philippine Military Academy batch 2001, fi- 
nally finished his postgraduate degree at the 
state university. The program does not require. 
classroom interaction. Instead, students com- 
municate with their professors via e-mail. 

"Sometimes, his professors visited him in 
the brig,” Garrido said. 

Judge Oscar Pimentel of the Makati Re- 
gional Trial Court Branch 148, who is hearing 
the Magdalo soldiers coup d'etat case, al- 
lowed him to attend Saturdays commence- 
ment exercises held at the UP Film Center on 
the Diliman campus. 

Garrido said Pontejos, who also happens to 
be his nephew, had jumped at the chance of 
earning a masters degree upon learning 
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aretaker loses life saving pet dog 


with him especially when he was 
guarding the fishpond,” said Jay 
Regala, Ando’s friend who later 


found his body. 


cident happened 


Jimenez 
to file 


extort raps 


FORMER MANILA REP MARK JIMENEZ 
is set to file criminal charges against the 
lawyer of his estranged wife, Caroline 
Castañeda, for allegedly trying to extort 
$10 million from him. 

Jimenez's lawyer, Frank Chavez, said 
they would file an extortion complaint. 
against Lorna Kapunan on the strength. 
of an affidavit executed by lawyer Har- 
riet Demetriou, a former presidential 
legal adviser. 

Chavez said the extortion case would 
be separate from the estafa charges 
Jimenez had lodged against Castañeda 
and members of her family, and would 
be included in the disbarment case 
against Kapunan. 

“We will file the case sometime this 
week,” he told the Inquires by phone. 

Last week, Demetriou said Kapunan 
had asked Jimenez to pay the sum in ex 
change for dropping all the suits and 
complaints. 

In an affidavit she executed yester- 
day, Demetriou recalled meeting with 
Jimenez and Kapunan on May 29, ín 
which Kapunan allegedly stated the 


According to the police, the in- 


located on Fonseca St., Dampalit, 
Merville in Malabon City. 

The prober said that several 
hours earlier, the victim had a few 
drinks with his friends in a small 
hut located in the center of the 


at the fishpond 


is about 10 feet deep. 


fishpond. To get to the hut, one 
has to ride a small banca (boat). 
Ataround midnight, Ando, with 
Brownie by his side, brought back 
his visitors to the other side of the. 
fishpond on board the small boat. 
Ando and his pet then boarded 
the banca back to the hut when 
the animal suddenly panicked 
and jumped into the pond which 


“The victim jumped into the 


the police investigator, said. 


to the pond to look for him. 


was," the police said. 


water and never surfaced, but the 
dog was able to swim toward one 
of the fishpond dikes," De la Paz, 


Upon hearing the commotion, 
Ando's friends, who were still in 
the area, immediately jumped in- 


"But because it was dark and 
ihe water was not clear, they 
could not exactly see where he 


Policemen and Ando's friends 
searched the pond and the near- 
by area for at least two hours be- 
fore Regala found the victim's 
body. Ando was brought to the 
Pagamutan ng Bayan ng Malabon 
where he was declared dead on 
arrival by attending physicians. 

His friends said that Ando 
knew how to swim, but his reflex- 
es were probably affected by the 
few drinks he had earlier. 


GOODBYE TO SUMMER 


With thunderstorms in the afternoon becoming an almost daily occurrence, the rainy season can't be far bel 
Wawa Dam in Rodriguez (formerly Montalban), Rizal, people take advantage of a clear day to enjoy a swim. юлмвокоос 


“condition” for her clients 
n with the former Manila 
congressman. 

She said she remembered Kapunan 
telling them the amount was for 
Jimenezs son, Miguelito. But Jimenez 
did not agree to the condition, Demetri- 
ou said. 


Get Connected. Stay Connected! 


Kapunan later denied Demetrious 
allegations, saying she was misquoted, 
adding that Demetriou was "never 
close" to Castafieda. 

But Demetriou said she 
claimed to be close to Castañeda. 

The lawyer clarified that it was 
Jimenez who had asked her to help 


never 


Enjoy *5 Hours with your Go!100 card from 
May 7 to July 30, 2007. For inquiries you can call 
our 24-Hr. Customer Service Hotline at 3001000. 
www.gointernet.com.ph - Cached - No Similar pages 


Lo: 


mediate in the reconciliation at- 
tempt. 

“I do not owe Mrs. Carol Jimenez or 
Atty. Lorna Kapunan the duty of confi- 
dentiality, trust and confidence since 1 
am neither the lawyer of Mr. Mark 
Jimenez nor of Mrs. Carol Jimenez,” 
Demetriou said. 
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Police ready for I-Day activities in Metro 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


ABOUT 3,000 POLICEMEN-WILL PROVIDE 
security to key areas in Metro Manila, especial- 
ly Rizal Park at the Luneta in Manila, where 
government officials and other dignitaries will 
gather for today's 109th Independence Day 
celebration. 

Supt. Rommel Miranda, spokesperson ofthe 
National Capital Region Police Office, yester- 
day said that they were ready for rallies to be 
conducted by militant groups. 

“We received reports that groups will be 
coming from the University of the Philippines, 
Espafia and Welcome Rotunda areas and that 
they will uy to converge at Mendiola. But they 
will not be allowed to stay there,” Miranda told 
the Ixgumerover the phone. 

Among the places where policemen will be 
stationed are the Andres Bonifacio National 
Monument in Caloocan City, Mauseleo de los 
Veteranos de la Revolucion at the North Ceme- 
tery the Pinaglabanan Shrine in San Juan and 
the Quirino Grandstand at Rizal Park. 

Chief Justice Reynato Puno is expected to 
Jead the celebration in Caloocan City which 
will begin at 7 a.m. with the theme “Sama- 
sama tayo tungo sa Pag-asenso.” 

Traffic in the area will be rerouted from 5 
a.m.to 12 noon for the program. 

All vehicles, except buses, coming from 
Quezon City and going to Navotas and Mal- 
abon, must turn right to MacArthur Highway, 
left to Potrero Street, left to Araneta Avenue 
and right to Samson Road 

Buses can take the usual route on Simon 
Street, turn to Araneta and then Samson Road. 

Vehicles, from Manila to Valenzuela City 
must turn right on either 5th, 8th or 9th Av- 
enue, then left to B. Serrano, right to Edsa 
and take the second U-turn slot to MacArthur 
Highway. 

Motorists on their way from Manila to 
Quezon City must turn right to either 5th, 
Sth or 9th Avenue, left to B. Serrano, and 
right to Edsa. 

In Manila, a strerchof Roxas Boulevard, par- 
ticularly the area near the Quirino Grandstand, 
willbe closed to traffic. 

This includes the northbound and south- 
bound lanes of Roxas Boulevard from Anda 
Circle to President Quirino Avenue, P Burgos 
from Roxas Boulevard to Ma. Orosa, ТМ. 
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Kalaw from Roxas Boulevard to М.Н. del Pilar, 
Katigbak Drive, South Drive, Independence 
Road, P Burgos service road, and Ayala comer 
Finance Road. 

“These areas will be closed to vehicles at 
around 5 a.m. We expect them to be opened 
later in the morning," Miranda said. 

All vehicles traveling northward on Roxas 
Boulevard should turn right at Р Ocampo Av- 
enue of President Quirino Ave, then left to Taft 
Ave. 

Public utility vehicles on-A. Mabini Street 
should turn right at Pedro Gil Street or can go 
straight and curn right at TM. Kalaw, then left 
at Taft Avenue. 

All vehicles traveling southward coming 
from Del Pan Bridge can use A. Soriano Street, 
then turn right at Magallanes Drive and make 
another right at P Burgos Street to Taft Av- 
enue. 

All vehicles coming from Quezon, 
MacArthur or Jones Bridge going south of 
Manila can take Taft Avenue. 

Vehicles coming from Ayala Boulevard can 
make a left or right to Taft Avenue. 

‘All public utility vehicles coming from Que- 
топ, MacArthur or Jones Bridges via Riverside 
Drive, Magallanes Street and A. Soriano Street 
bound for Pier South can tum at A. Soriano 
Street, then make a right tum at Luna, and left 
at P Burgos. 

All cargo trucks, trailers, vans and other 
heavy duty vehicles coming from Road 10 
wanting to cross Del Pan Bridge shall be divert- 
ей to Capulong Street. 

All cargo trucks on Osmefia Highway can 
makea right tum at President Quirino Avenue, 
straight ahead to Nagtahan, А.Н. Lacson, 
Yuseco and then cross Jose Abad Santos 
Street. 

Meanwhile, government agencies will set 
up stalls today at Rizal Park, according to 
Tourism Secretary Ace Durano. 

‘The Department of Health will hold a clinic 
and set up a Botika ng Bayan stall where 
‘medicines at lower prices can be bought. 

‘The Department of Labor and Employment, 
on the other hand, will hold a jobs fair. There 
will also be a Tindahan ni Gloria outlet that 
Will sell basic commodities at lower prices. 

“Tt will be a meaningful day for the public,” 
Durano said. With Edson С. TandocJr,, Nancy 
С. Carvajal and Tina б. Santos 


Antidengue efforts intensified in QC 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE QUEZON CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
has stepped up efforts to reduce the rate of 
deaths from common water and food-borne 
diseases such as dengue fever, leptospirosis 
and diarrhea that come with the rainy sea- 
son. 

City health officer Dr. Antonietta Inumer- 
able said their department has started moni. 
toring these diseases in public schools, food 
establishments and communities to help raise 
public awareness on diagnosis and treat- 
ment. 

“We have mobilized city health workers for 
the implementation of the city’s dengue pre- 
vention and control program to prevent the 
outbreak of the deadly disease,” Inumerable 

„saidina statement. 


Under the program, Inumerable said gen- 
eral cleanliness efforts would be undertak- 
en in barangays with significant dengue 
cases. 

High priority areas include Barangays 
Balingasa, Batasan Hills, E. Rodriguez, Culiat, 
Pansol, Manresa, Commonwealth, Bahay- 
Toro, Gulod and Old Balara, according to Inu- 
merable. 

The city’s health department has recorded 
a total of 139 dengue cases from January to 
March of this year, with Barangay Balingasa 
having the most number of cases (9) 

"However, one death has been reported in 
Barangay Commonwealth," Inumerable said. 

She noted that the 139 cases were lower 
than the 161 dengue incidents and four 
deaths recorded during the same period last 
year. 
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GETTING READY 


Aman hauls away the trash collected at yester 


members of the revolutionary group 
signaled the start of the revolution against the Spanish government. 


rday's cleanup of the Pugad Lawin Shrine in Quezon City, part of 
preparations for today's 109th Independence Day celebration. Working class hero Andres Bonifacio and 
Katipunan gathered here on August 23, 1896 to tear up their cedulas, which 
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Could this be suspect's real ' MerroBriers 


name, or yet another alias? 


By Kristine L. Alave. 


DAYS AFTER HE WAS ARRESTED FOR 
allegedly raping a woman, the man 
‘who calls himself Richard Gonzales has 
yet to tell the police his rue identity, al- 
though pieces of the puzzle about his 
past have started to fall into place, San 
Juan police chief Supt. Rodelio Jocson 
said. 

Jocson said the name of the sus- 
pect, who claims to be related to sev- 
eral congressmen, could be Andrew 
Sia Yu. 

The official said they received the. 
information from a new complainant, 
Benjamin Bandales, who went to the 
police with a 2002 arrest warrant is- 
sued by a Makati City court. 

The warrant was for a certain An- 
drew Sia, whom Bandales positively. 
identified as Gonzales, Jocson said. 

According to Bandales, the suspect 
befriended him a few years ago and 
borrowed his Mercedes Benz 100 


Hope in heart . 


about the open university “He did not 
want his detention to be unproduc- 
tive,” the lawyer said. 

He described Pontejos as highly 
disciplined and speciaily trained for 
special military operations. “He can 
swim from Sangley Point to Corregi- 
dor He can also survive being im- 
mersed in a drum full of jelly fish,” 
Garrido said. 

According to Pontejos, he has no 
immediate plans after his graduatior. 
“But there is a difference now that I 
have graduated. I have a responsibili- 
ty to impart my knowledge to my col- 
leagues, to my friends," he said. 


Discrimination a two-way street 


THE MAGUINDANAO PUBLIC 
schools official who exposed the al- 
leged election cheating in his 
province has been silenced forever. 

Musa Dimasidsing, Maguindanao 
school district supervisor, was shot 
outside an Islamic school. 

When Dimasidsing bravely de- 
nounced the election fraud, he was a 
dead man walking. He had wished for 
his own death. 

Ina closed society such as Maguin- 
danao, where Muslims adhere to a 
code of silence when brother Muslims 
get entangled with the law, Dimasids- 
ing wasa standout. 

Muslims complain of being dis- 
criminated against by their Chris- 
tian brethren. 

But the fact is they have brought 
the discrimination upon them- 
selves since they want to be differ- 
ent from the rest of society. They 
treat Christians differently from 
their fellow Muslims. 

A couple of years ago, Christian 
students and teachers, including a 
priest, were kidnapped in Basilan 
by the bandit group Abu Sayyaf. 

Some of the captives who sur- 
vived the ordeal said ordinary Mus- 
lims,-who were not bandits, also 
maltreated them. Why? Because 
they were Christians. 

The priest was later beheaded. 

Of course, Muslims will accuse 
me of generalization. 

But how cannot I not generalize 


sedan. Gonzales never returned the 
vehicle, he added. 

Jocson said they were coordinating 
with various government agencies 
like the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion and the National Statistics Office 
to determine the identity of the sus- 
pect who has allegedly victimized at 
least 14 people. 

San Juan policemen arrested Gon- 
zales on Thursday while he was leav- 
ing East Asia KTV in Pasay City. 

According to reports from victims, 
Gonzales often introduced himself as 
a nephew of former Ilocos Sur Gov. 
Luis “Chavit” Singson and Pangasi- 
тап Rep. Jose de Venecia to gain their 
trust and entice them to put cash in 
nonexistent investments. 

Two women, a businesswoman 
and a lady guard recently accused 
Gonzales of rape and robbery. 

At least 14 people have come for- 
ward, accusing him of theft, estafa 
and car theft. 


E From page A21 


"Тат given the chance to teach at 
the open university, I will gladly offer 
my services for free. I have a lot of 
free time in detention so I will just 
help ifI can,” Pontejos added. 

His only goal now, he said, is to 
“help others achieve what 1 have 
achieved so they can get their degrees 
like 1 did even if they have limited ac- 
cess to formal education." 

“We Filipinos must realize that on- 
ly through education can we lift up 
our nation. So we must continue our 
education if we want to achieve our 
aim of being one of Asia's best," the 
Magdalo soldier stressed. 
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їп the face of the many facts I have 
before me? The example I cited is 
just one of many. I am from Min- 
danao and know the situation first- 
hand. Ask another non-Muslim 
from Mindanao and he wil! surely 
tell you the same thing. 

Be prepared for what I'm about to 
tell you: With a few exceptions, non- 
Muslim women that the Abu Sayyaf 
and other Muslim bandit groups kid- 
napped were allegedly raped by their 
captors. 

Even nuns were reportedly not 
spared. 1 heard one nun committed 
suicide after she was released by the 
bandits because she couldn't bear the 
thought of having been violated. 

Why did they do that to their wom- 
en-captives? Because their captives 
were non-Muslims and, therefore, in- 
fidels. 

Unless the ordinary Muslim mind- 
setis changed, there will be animosity 
between Muslims and non-Muslims 
in this country and other parts of the 
world. 


Let's do forget the crap that Mus- 


whom she identified as Agnes Buendia. 


the Philippine flag made up of members 


Missing money 

POLICE re searching fora woman who 
was accused by her aunt of stealing P1.9 
million in cash. Ciel Sensui, 59, a resi- 
dent af 2606 Renaissance Tower 2000 
оп Meralco Ave., Pasig City, complained 
to the police on Sunday about her niece 


Sensui, who has a door-to-door money 
delivery business, said she noticed the 
missing cash after she conducted an au- 
dit of her business. She noted that her 
niece, who is facing qualified theft. 
charges, had not reported for work since. 
June 5. Police said Buendia could have 
Tled, knowing that her aunt would notice 
the missing money soon. 
Kristine L. Alave 


“Human flag' at Rizal Park 


AFIRST-OF-A-KIND patriotic display of 


of a spiritual organization will be dis- 
played during the celebration of Dr. Jose. 
Rizal's 146th birth anniversary at the 
Quirino Grandstand in Rizal Park on June 
19. The event is a special project of mem- 
bars of Bigkis (Bigkis ng Pangkalahatang 
Espirituwal at Materyal na Rizalista ng 
Inang Pilipinas Universibal Pederasyon 
Inc.) Activities to mark Rizal's birthday 
will begin at 6 p.m. on June 18, with the 
parade of the first Philippine human flag 
to be held at бат, the following day. 


Dip You KNOW 


MANILA, which used to bea 
province, was one of the eight areas 
represented by the eight rays of the 
sun in the Philippine flag. The others 
are Cavite, Bulacan, Pampanga, Nue- 
va Еоја, Bataan, Laguna and Batan- 
gas. These were the provinces that 
declared a state of war immediately 
after the revolutionary movement 

| against Spanish rule was launched, 
Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


lims act the way they do because 
they are discriminated against by 
society. 

Which came first, the chicken or 
theegg? 

Amiddle-evel official of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Highways re- 
portedly spent P100 million to finance 
the campaigns of his two sons who ran 
for public office in the last election. 

His two sons lost. The official said 
he spent only P15 million. 

But even if he spent only that 
amount, where did he get the money 
Since his monthly salary is not more 
than P40,000? By the way, this offi- 
cial allegedly frequents the casinos 
where he incurs heavy losses. 

Many nursing candidates who 
took the board exams Sunday and 
yesterday complained of poor ven- 
tilation and unsanitary toilets at 
the exam vent 

“Sobrang init at mabaho ang CR 
(It's so hot and the toilets stink), 
said one examinee, expressing the 
sentiments of fellow examinees. 

When they took review classes, 
this nurse-candidate said, they had 
air-conditioned classrooms 

If examinees for the Philippine 
Bar had comfortable venues, why 
can’t nursing candidates enjoy the 
same amenities? 

The graft-ridden Professional 
Regulations Commission was obvi- 
ously penny-pinching, 
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"WASHINGTON—SENATE DEMO- 
став opened the door to reviving 
the stalled immigration measure 
оп Sunday calling on Republicans 
to resolve their internal divisions 
and produce an agreement on 
how to move the legislation for- 
ward. 

With Bush administration offi- 
cials and Republican authors of 
the overhaul saying they had not 
given upon the bill, the spokeser- 


Sanctions not working 
on Burma---Asean chief 


KUALA LUMPUR—A DECADE OF 
economic sanctions has failed to 
push miliary-ruled Burma towards 
“democracy and nations have to find 
another way to engage the country a 
top Southeast Asian offidal said 
Monday. 

The United States and the Euro- 
pean Union earlier this year re- 
newed sanctions first introduced 
about 10 years ago against Burma 
(also known as Myanmar) over 
rights violations, including the con- 
tinued detention of prodemocracy 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

But the secretary general of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Na- 
tions (Asean), Ong Keng Yong, said 
sanctions were not working since 
member Burma was largely immune 
tothem. 

“These kinds of sanctions and iso- 
lation do not work... They are happy 
being isolated because they are left 
alone to do whatever they want to 
do,” Ong told reporters. 


Fatah man thrown off 
roof of 18-story building 


GAZA CITY—A MEMBER OF THE 
Palestinian Fatah movement was 
thrown off the roof of an 18-storey 
building on Sunday amid a new 
spate of deadly clashes between 
rival factions across Gaza, as Israel 
vowed to continue its strikes 
against militants. 

Mohammed Suwerki was kid- 
napped near the seafront in Gaza 
moments before he was flung to 
his death from the roof of a build- 
ing by fighters loyal to the Islamist 
Hamas movement, which has 
been locked for months ina power 
struggle with president Mahmud 
“Abbas's Fatah movement. 

Three Hamas members were 
killed and some 20 people were in- 
jured in sporadic gunbattles on Sun- 
day between rival factions in the 
town of Rafah and Gaza City, where 


son for Sen. Harry Reid of Neva- 
da, the majority leader, said Reid 
would be willing to try again if 
Republicans agreed to a defined 
number of amendments and a 
time limit on debate. 

“if and when Republicans can 
agree on a limited number of 
amendments and agree on the 
need to get this ЫП passed, Sena- 
tor Reid is committed to finding 
room on the Senate schedule as 


“What we are saying is perhaps 
we should look at some other ways 
of doing it instead of just (keeping) 
‘on applying sanctions,” he said. 

Burma's junta extended Aung 
San Suu Kyi's house arrest by anoth- 
er year late last month, prompting 
condemnation from the United 
‘States, the United Nations and Euro- 
pean and Asian nations. 

‘The 61-year-old Nobel peace lau- 
reate has spent more than a decade 
confined to her home. Her party 
won a landslide victory in 1990 elec- 
tions but the junta never allowed it 
totake office. 

“Bven if you pull out everybody, 
economic investors, from Burma, 
they are not going to collapse simply 
because their two big neighbors will 
be ready to sustain them,” Ong said 
in apparent reference to China and 
India. 

China and India have been criti- 
ized for keeping silent over Burma's 
rights abuses. 


militants erected dozens of road- 
blocks and tension remained high. 

‘The Palestinian internecine vio- 
Тепсе resumed last Thursday after 
three weeks of relative calm follow- 
ing a May 19 ceasefire deal with 
Egyptian mediators, drawing a line 
under a previous spate of clashes 
between Fatah and Hamas militants 
in which more than 50 people died. 

The factional fighting also came 
in the midst of a new Israeli air and 
ground operation in the impover- 
ished coastal strip that was launched 
on May 16 in response to an in- 
crease in rocket бте from the territo- 
1y following a six-month truce. 

The day after Palestinian mili- 
tants launched the first cross-border 
raid in nearly a year, Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert vowed to 
continue to hit Gaza. 


soon as 


play a role 


Senate." 


Capitol on 


spokesperson Jim Manley, who 
said President Bush needed to 


that he can apply enough pres- 
sure to provide the votes we 
need to get the bill out of the 

Bush is scheduled to visit the 


with Senate Republicans. That 
meeting will come just days after 
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The WORLD 
Dems amenable to reviving immigration bill 


possible,” said 


as well. “The hope is 


Tuesday for a lunch 


the immigration proposal, one of 
his chief domestic priorities, was 
derailed when an effort to bring a 
two-week debate to a close came 
up far short of the votes needed. 
On Sunday, Commerce Secre- 
tary Carlos Gutierrez said the ad- 
ministration was “more deter- 
mined than ever” to push the 
measure, which has drawn strong 
opposition from conservatives. 
“Walking away from this bill 


with the status quo, 
said on “Late Editio: 


nal vote. 
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FOR THE BIG BIRD 
Li Dong transportsa gi 


it bird cage in Shenyang, Liaoning province in China on June 11. 
Lispent six months making the bird cage which measures 3.5 meters in height and 1.7 
metersin diameter, according to local media. 


калеб 


suggests that we are comfortable 


“And I think that’s a big mistake." 
The Senate effort on immigra- 
tion collapsed Thursday night 
when Reid pulled the bill after 
Republicans could not agree 
among themselves on what 
amendments they wanted debat- 
ed in exchange for moving to a fi- 
Republican supporters 


New charges against Pakistan judge at center of crisis 


ISLAMABAD—PAKISTANS GOVERN- 
ment has prepared new misconduct 
charges against the country's top judge, 
whose ouster three months ago 
plunged the country into a political сп- 
sis, a minister said. 

Military ruler President Pervez 
Musharraf suspended independent- 
minded Chief Justice Iftikhar Muham- 
mad Chaudhry on March 9 over alleg: 
tions of nepotism and corruption, trig- 


US troops remove concrete rubble from atop wounded soldiers 
at a bridge destroyed by an apparent suicide vehicle bomber, е 


gering a widespread protest campaign. 

Law Minister Wasi Zafar said the gov- 
ernment has readied a fresh case 
against Chaudhry, who denies the origi- 
nal allegations and is fighting them in 
Pakistan's Supreme Court. 

“Anew reference (complaint) is ready 
against the chief justice and it will be 
filed at an appropriate time if needed,” 
Zafar said in a statement late Sunday. 

The minister did not specify what the 


new charges were but said that they 
came after Musharraf's chief of staff 
and two top intelligence officials filed 
affidavits to the Supreme Court last 
week. 

The affidavits contain fresh allega- 
tions that Chaudhry asked spy chiefs to 
keep tabs on other lawyers and that he 
wanted Musharraf to dissolve parlia- 
ment and make him head of an interim 
administration overseeing elections. 


"This new reference is being consult- 
ed thoroughly with different lawyers," 
Zafar said. 

Lawyers for Chaudhry on Friday dis- 
missed the new claims as "fairy tales." 
The original charges that were filed 
against the chief justice in March in- 
clude claims that he used his position to 
get a senior police job for his son and 
that he used official cars and heli- 
copters that he was not entitled to. AFP 
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of the bill joined its opponents to 
block а final vote, saying they 
needed more time. 

Sen. Jon Kyl of Arizona, one of 
the main Republican proponents 
of the measure, suggested Sun- 
day that he was running out of 
patience with some of his col- 
leagues and was prepared to 
override their objections if there 
was not progress soon on an 
agreement. 


Putin seeks 
alternative 
to IMF, WTO 


ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA—PRESIDENT 
Vladimir V Putin of Russia called Sunday for a 
new global economic framework that would 
play down the role of institutions like the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund and the World 
Trade Organization and instead emphasize 
regional alliances. 

Such a system, he said, would reflect the 
rising power of emerging-market economies 
like Russia, China, India and Brazil 

Putin, speaking at a business forum attend- 
ed by international executives, said advanced 
industrial economies were dominating the in- 
stitutions of world trade in an "inflexible" 
manner, even as their share of global wealth 
was diminishing. 

The world needs a "new architecture of in- 
ternational economic relations based бп trust 
and mutually beneficial integration,” he said. 
“Today protectionism, which the WTO is 
meant to fight, often comes from developed 
economies." 

Putin said that more than 60 percent of the 
world's output was produced outside the G-7 
countries: the United States, Britain, France, 
Germany Italy, Japan and Canada. 

Goldman Sachs has predicted that by 2050, 
Brazil, Russia, India and China will be the 
world's dominant economies. 

Putin's critique of Western economic insti- 
tutions came as Russia is seeking membership 
in the WTO, the Geneva-based forum for 
world economic disputes. WTO members 
have criticized Russia for allowing the pirat- 
ing of intellectual property, among other vio- 
lations of trade rules. 

The Russian leader's ideas received a luke- 
warm response from the foreign officials in 
attendance. 


Gutierrez 
on CNN. 


Aeroflot to buy 
22 Boeing planes 


ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA—THE BOEING CO. 
announced on Saturday a $3.5 billion sale of 
airplanes to Aeroflot, the Russian national air- 
line, in a deal chat defied the souring political 
relations between the United States and Russia. 

Boeing characterized the deal, which ended 
a high-stakes battle with its European rival, 
Airbus, as a vote of confidence in the quality of 
its new 787 Dreamliner airplane. The model is 
selling well even in countries otherwise loath 
to patronize American businesses. 

Boeing announced the sale at an economic 
forum that Russian officials said would show 
that their country remains open for business. 

Aeroflot is buying 22 of the airplanes, to be 
assembled in Everett, Washington, to renew 
its fleet of Boeing and Airbus planes built dur- 
ing the Soviet era. 

“The sale was a victory for Boeing, based in 
Chicago, in one of its more politically fraught mar- 
kets. NYT 


Iraq bomb blasts kill 14 policemen, destroy bridge 


BAGHDAD—A SUICIDE TRUCK 
bomb killed 14 policemen and 
wounded 42 at a police station 
north of Baghdad on Sunday and 
US forces were hit by another sui- 
cide bomber at a checkpoint 
south of the capital, officials said. 

US military spokesperson Lt. 
Col. Christopher Garver said some 
US forces had to be evacuated after 
the attack on the checkpoint near a 
major bridge but no other details 
about the number or nature of ca- 
sualties were known. 

“The checkpoint was damaged 


by the explosion, as was the 
bridge,” Garver told Reuters. 
“The force of the explosion 
dropped part of the span but it 
did not fall on anybody,” he said. 
The blast hit near aHskandariya, 
dose to where a suicide truck 
bomber killed 12 Iraqi soldiers and 
wounded 30 others in an attack on 
another checkpoint on Saturday. 
To Baghdad's north, police said a 
police station in the village of Albu- 
Ajeel in Salahaddin province was 
largely destroyed. Many police 
were initially trapped under rubble, 


including one officer who called for 
help on his mobile phone. 

Among the dead were five offi- 
сез, induding two colonels, police 
in the nearby provincial capital 
Tikrit said. More than 30 police were 
among some 50 people wounded. 

Sunni Islamist al Qaeda and oth- 
er militant groups have stepped up 
attacks on Iraq's security forces 
across the country in recent weeks, 
seeking to undermine a 4-month- 
old US-backed security plan in 
Baghdad and nearby regions. 

The crackdown has driven some 


militants out of Baghdad into sur- 
rounding towns and cities, especial- 
Jy into Diyala province just north of 
Baghdad but also Salahaddin, 
where they have launched attacks 
on civilians and US and Iraqi forces. 
‘The top US general in Iraq, Gen- 
eral David Petraeus, said on Sun- 
day the crackdown would only get 
into full swing in the “next week or 
so” with the arrival of the last of 
five additional US brigades that 
will bring the total number of US 
reinforcements in Iraq to 28,000. 
Reuters 


In Asia's biggest slum, multimillion-dollar micro businesses 


By Krittivas Mukherjee 


BOMBAY—THE FIRST SIGHT 
for anyone flying into India's rich- 
est city is a sea of corrugated and 
tarpaulin-covered roofs beside а 
narrow, filth-choked river. 

It is an aerial view of Dharavi, 
considered Asia's biggest shanty- 
town, two square kilometers of 
open sewers, muddy lanes and 
ramshackle tenements that is 
home to almost a million people. 

But strip away its squalid ve- 
neer and Dharavi bares a unique 
entrepreneurial spirit, and multi- 


million-dollar micro businesses, 
that breaks all the stereotypes of 
aslum. 

Past scavenging crows feeding 
оп dead rats, past children scam- 
pering through trash, one arrives 
at the plastic recycling factory of 
Nisar Ahmed. 

Here, half a dozen men toss 
plastic boxes into massive grinders 
that chop them into tiny pieces and 
melt chem down into multicolored 
pellets, ready to be cast into, per- 
‘haps, cheap plastic toys. 

“Dharavi has a huge plastic re- 
cycling industry, and we are one of 


the biggest,” Ahmed told Reuters 
sitting in his soot-blackened, one- 
room factory with a tangle of elec- 
tricwires hanging from the roof. 
“There are other industries as 
well like chemical, pottery, soap- 
making, leather goods, electrical 
equipment and many more.” 


prosperous 
among the world's biggest shanty- 
towns, Dharavi has about 5,000 sin- 
gleroom factories and hundreds of 
cottage industries that together have 
atumover of around $1 billion. 
Practically every home here pro- 
duces something to sell—incense 


the most 


potters, 


sticks, poppadoms, pickles, soft toys 
and candles among the many crafts. 
“Most know Dharavi as a slum 
where poor people live,” said Abu 
Khalid Anjum, president of Dharavi 
Businessmen's Welfare Association. 
“Not everyone knows how produc- 
tive this place is." In Dharavi, leather 
is the main product, much of which 
is exported to the Middle East. 
Then there are the foundries, 
which make everything from 
buckles to brass fittings. Gold jew- 
elers sit next to people making 
junk-metal ornaments, bakers and 
clothiers and cobblers, 


nized into gangs. 


motor welders and paint makers 
and countless other craftsmen. 
There is, however, a dark side 
aswelltoDharavi's entrepreneuri- 
al spirit—a thriving black market 
for drugs and fake fashion goods 
and electronics, run by some of 
Dharavi's disaffected youth orga- 


Until the end of the 19th centu- 
ry this area of Bombay (also 
known as Mumbai) was a man- 
grove swamp inhabited by Koli 
fishermen before migrants from 
southern and western India ar- 
rived to seek their fortune in the 


country's financial capital. 

Over decades,  Dharavi's 
“jhoparpattis” or slums became 
the first port of call for dispos- 
sessed workers and penniless 
Bombay newcomers, resulting in 
the most diverse of neighbor- 
hoods in India's most diverse city. 

Dharavi had once been on the 
northern fringe, but an expanding 
Bombay sprawled toward the fa- 
mous slum, eventually surround- 
ing itand turning the once malarial 
‘swamp into a real estate gold mine 
worth an estimated $10 billion. 

Reuters 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Bush pushes Kosovo independence 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


" TIRANA—US PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH SUNDAY 
pushed for the speedy independence of Kosovo from Ser- 
bia despite Russia's vehement opposition as he staged a 


landmark visit to Albania. 


Bush, the first US leader to visit Alba- 
nia—the penultimate leg of his Euro- 
pean tour—said the days of "endless di- 
alogue" on Albanian-majority Kosovo 
were over and signaled that Washing- 
ton's patience was wearing thin. 

“We need to get moving and the end re- 
sult is independence,” Bush said at a joint 
press conference with Albanian Prime 
Minister Sali Berisha in the capital Tirana. 

“Tfnot, we're going to have to move. In- 


that he had asked the Albanian prime 
minister to “work with the leaders in 
Kosovo to maintain calm during these fi- 
nal stages of Kosovo's final status process.” 
Tt was the latest issue to heighten tensions 
between Washington and Moscow, which 
vehemently opposes independence for 
the breakaway Serbian province. 

Ties between the United States and 
Russia have already cooled over Washing- 
toris plan to set up a missile defense shield 
in Eastern Europe which Russia says could 


dependence is the goal,” he said, adding 
Sarkozy’s party 
heads for big 
legislative win 


PARIS—PRESIDENT NICOLAS SARKOZY'S 

center-right party was on course to win an 
i overwhelming parliamentary majority after 
; the first round of French legislative elections 
ion Sunday, cementing his power to enact 
; changes that he says are needed to rescue 
# France from economic and social malaise. 

Sarkozy's party, the Union for a Popular 
Movement won 39.54 percent of the vote, ac- 
cording to a final tally by the Interior Ministry. 
That could give the party and its allies as 
many as 501 seats in the 577-seat National 
Assembly after the second-round vote on 
June 17, pollsters said. 

‘The main opposition, the Socialist Party, re- 
семей 24.73 percent, meaning that it could 
lose more than half of its 149 seats, pollsters 
projected. The result reinforced the disarray 
оп the left since its presidential candidate, 
Segolene Royal, lost to Sarkozy last month. 

I” Sarkozy says he plans to cut taxes, tighten pun- 
ishment for repeat lawbreakers and make it easi- 
erforemployersto hire and fire workers, NYT 
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WHERE'S THE CAVIAR? 

After arriving from Chicago in the early morning and having the rest of the morning to 
settle in at the quarantine pool, Qannik, a 6-year-old beluga whale, enjoys an afternoon 
‘meal at the Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium in Tacoma, Washington, on June 10. 
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fuel a new arms race on the continent. 

Bush, the first US leader to visit Alba- 
nia, said US Secretary of State Con- 
doleezza Rice would work hard to secure 
a resolution palatable to the UN Security 
Council, including veto-carrying Russia. 

UN envoy Martti Ahtisaari's calls for 
Kosovo's independence are backed by 
Kosovo Albanian leaders, Washington 
and the European Union, but rejected 
by Serbia and Russia. 

Serbia reacted swiftly to Bush's an- 
nouncement, saying Belgrade would 
strike down any unilateral declaration 
of freedom. 

“If Albanian separatists unilaterally 
proclaim independence, the Serbian 
government will immediately enact а 


(60-1000) /S J 
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law which will annul this unilateral de- 
cision and declare it null and void,” a 
source in the Serbian Cabinet said. 

‘Andrija Mladenovic, spokesperson for 
Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica's 
party meanwhile said "all state institutions 
will immediately reject any such prociama- 
tion of independence,” Tanjug reported. 

Bush was scheduled to meet later 
Monday with Bulgarian President Geor- 
gy Parvanov and Prime Minister Sergey 
Stanishev. 

Major topics on the agenda will be 
Kosovo, extending a US missile defense 
shield into Europe and the fate of five Bul 
garian nurses on death-row in Libya who 
have contested their conviction for infect- 
ing over 400 children with AIDS. 


Afghan leader unharmed. 
in Taliban rocket attack 


der heavy security а witness said. 

Several helicopters operated by 
Western forces, part of Karzai's se- 
curity arrangement, were hover- 
ing above the site of the meeting 
at the time of the strike, he added. 

A Taliban spokesperson, Qari 
Mohammad Yousuf, said the Tal- 
iban knew that Karzai would be 
attending the meeting in Andar 
district of Ghazni province and 
they fired 12 rockers. 

Karzai has been leading 
Afghanistan since the Taliban’s 
removal from power by US-led 
forces in 2001, but his critics call 
him “mayor of Kabul” because 
they feel his power does not ex- 
tend beyond the capital, which is 
fortified by foreign troops. 

‘The government official said the 
president's visit to Ghazni was а 
routine provincial trip, though the 
area has seen repeated recent 
clashes between Taliban and West- 
emand Afghan troops. Reuters 


BUSH (left) at a welcoming ceremony in 
front of the tomb of Unknown Soldier in the 
AFP Bulgarian capital Sofia on June 11. » 


KABUL—TALIBAN GUERRILLAS 
made a failed attempt to kill 
Afghan President Hamid Karzai 
with a rocket attack on Sunday, 
narrowly missing а building 
where he was giving a speech, 
‘Taliban and the government said. 
Rockets fell several hundred 
meters from the government 
building southwest of Kabul and 
some of the audience began to 
flee, but Karzai urged them to stay 
and finished his speech, a govern- 
ment official and a witness said. 

“Terrorists and enemies of 
Afghanistan fired three rockets to- 
wards the speech venue of Hamid 
Karzai and the firing of the rockets 
did not cause any interruption in 
the program of the the president,” 
the palace said in a statement after 
Karzai concluded his trip. 

Noone was hurtand Karzai, who 
has already survived two assassina- 
tion attempts in recent years, was 
whisked away after his speech un- 
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for 2-nil edge today 


HARBOUR CENTRE LOOKS FORWARD ТО 
another thriller when it shoots for a 2-0 
lead over Cebuana Lhuillier-Pera Padala 
today in the PBL Unity Cup Finals at the Oli- 
varez College Sports Center. 

“Its going to be tight" Harbour coach 
Jorge Gallent predicted. “Again, it will de- 
pend on who executes better in the last three 
minutes. We just have to prepare.” 

Batang Pier hope to move closer to a third 
straight championship when they tangle at 
3:30 p.m. with the Moneymen, who vow to 
make big adjustments in defense. 

Jason Castro and Chico Lanete again 
played their best when it mattered most for 


Batang Pier in Game 
1, which they won, 
84-78, last Saturday. 

Lanete, last con- 
ference's Finals Most 
Valuable Player, un- 
loaded eight of his 12 
points in the last six 
minutes while Castro 
nailed key baskets in 
the closing seconds to spoil the one-man show 
put up by Moneymen star Ken Bono in the 
fourth period. 

“We struggled a lot,” said Gallent. “Good 
thing Jason and Chico bailed us again." 


GAMES TODAY 
(Olivarez College 
Sports Center) 
3:30 pm—Harbour 
Centre vs Cebuana 
Lhuillier 
(Game? of best-ot-fve 
Finals; Harbour, 1-0) 


For Moneymen coach Luigi Trillo, playing 

good defense right in the opening quarter will 

be the formula to level the series. 
HARBOUR) А26 
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SUZUKI APV: Your Family Van 


For many Filipinos, the meaning of family is redefined. It doe: 


Most often,'family: encompasses even the extended members. 


5 not only mean a person's immediate relations. 


dissipate 


DESIGNER WHEY. 


America’s #1 


~ Builds Lean Muscle Mass 

x Bums Body Fat Faster 
Strengthens immune System 
v Develops Stronger Bones 

v Promotes Healthy Aging 


розу мася 


‘HARK OE GU 
JANIS 


ON SAL 


ВЕСЫ 


the force of impact. For even better passenger protection, the Suzuki 


Family 


Wagon 


AP & 


collisions because of its deformation-resistant side-impact beams. 


Understanding this trait that is uniquely Filipino, Suzuki Philippines Inc introduces an All-Purpose Vehicle 
that has been engineered to give you and your family а safe, high performance, quality ride. 


Thoughtfufly designed to comfortably seat 8 passengers—family pets included, the 1.6-Мег 16-valve in-line 
four gasoline engine powered Suzuki APV has an ample space inside, measuring a mere 4,155 millimeters 
height, interior length of 2,815 mm, interior width of 1,360 mm 


length, 1,655 mm in width and 1,855 mm in 


and interior height of 1,200 mm. All that space, albeit the compact guise from the outside. 


Backed by Suzuk's highly reliable technology, 
construction that boasts of Suzuki's innovative Total 
directed away from the cabin occupants, in case of a collision, while the front nose 


traveling with your family is safe in a Suzuki APV.With a body 
Effective Control Technology (ТЕСТ), impact energy is 


For more information, visit www.suzuki.com.ph. 


Perfect for your family get-aways, 
conditioning, split-fold-type chairs and center armrest 
foldable front- and second-row seats that will make the travel to your retreat much more comfortable 
and pleasant, both for the driver and the passengers. 


acts as а buffer to 


АРУ is protected in lateral 


the Suzuki APV comes with convenience features such as rear air 
ts for both second- and third-row seats, and 


With the Suzuki APV, there are no more reasons to put-off long drives and quality family time. 


SSUZUKI 


Way of Life! 


ea 


can cruise through the city in style 


Way of Life! 


ssuzuki.com.ph 
METRO MANILA 

SUZUKI AUTO COMMONWEALTH 
Ponco Motor Ceroraton 
estan 010 зе 9003/3668098 
38530 9657706 
эш AUTO EDSA. 

Puno Salas Corporation 
d 


Whoa. ne. 
prd 


SUZUKI AUTO KALOOKAN 
Мапи Мозг Corporation 


SUZUKI AUTO MANILA BAY 


РА. 


м. әз йд, 
Pa maki 


Suzuki APV. 


Looks great. Fits 8. 


Suzuki APV is the seamless integration of both 
function and fashion. Its chic and compact design can 
sit up to 8 people, comfortably. Now the whole family 


Suzuki APV. Designed for the trendy family. 


SUZUKI AUTO МАКАТ 
Heidelberg Motor Corporation 
16-4007 610-7961 610-1737 


suzuki AUTO SHAW 
Tha Shaw Motor 
Plaza Co. 


10-1094 38 
SUZUKI AUTO QUEZON AVE. ie 


Sumy Motors Group, ne. 
эмал ат-ат: 


SUZUKI AUTO BACOLOD 
шота! Motor Sates 
[yd 


зилип AUTO cesu 
(Cebu Aulcentralo Corp. 
(52) 946-002 032) 345-0088, 


SUZUKI AUTO CABANATUAN 
nce Motor Corporation 
(Hs) 85 S30 45080 


эши AUTO DAGUPAN 
“Amianan Motors 
1078) TT 888.0008 


SUZUKIAUTO DAVAO 
Molomall Davao Corporation 
(062) 239-140 234-0300 


SUZUKIAUTO NOLO 
loto Car Corp. 
99) 3201020) 600-2777 


SUZUKI AUTO LAGUNA. 
Aroza Motor aos 
фота, 

(oes) 94079 (o) e1060 
SUZUKI AUTO LEGASPI 
som Motors 

0547472 3577 1979147229089 
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SUZUKI AUTO PAMPANGA 
Ратну Cars, Ino. 
(045) 860-971 (015) 981-3573 


suzu AUTO ZAMBOANGA 
Arca Manatng, Inc. 


оз 9-492 tos) 901-128, 


By June Navarro 


THE CHANCES OF KELLY WILLIAMS 
joining the SMC-Team Pilipinas bound 
for the Fiba Asia Men's Championships 
further diminished when the national 
squad left for Belgrade last night with- 
out him. 

National team head coach Chot 
Reyes had earlier handpicked the Sta. 
Lucia Realty rookie sensation to join 


——— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. ee 


SPORTS 
Williams” RP five stint looks dim; Norwood in 


course of European basketball in Bel- 
grade along with George Mason Uni- 
versity standout Gabe Norwood. 

But while the 640055 Norwood 
had agreed to meet up with the nation- 
al squad during its stopover in London. 
on the way о Belgrade, Williams could 
not be located after the Realtors were 
booted out of the ongoing PBA Fiesta 
Conference playoffs 

“We're still open for any possibility” 


this season's top overall pick. "But, of 
course, we want his commitment to 
play for flag and country" 

Williams reportedly went home to 
Detroit, Michigan. Since then, he has 
failed to retum the calls of the national 
team’s coaching staff 

‘Team insiders said Williams may 
have lost interest in joining the team. 

Williams is the leading contender 
for the PBA Rookie of the Year award 


Reyes had wanted Williams as re- 
placement for Rudy Hatfield, who 
begged off because of a prior wedding 
‘commitment, or Rafi Reavis, who is 
sidelined by a shoulder injury. 

"The addition of Norwood and 
Williams to the RP pool has raised 
hopes that Reyes would name them to 
the final lineup of the team bound for 
the Fiba Asia Men's Championship on 
July 28 to Aug. 5 in Tokushima, Japan. 


WILLIAMS: Missing the squad in their week-long crash 


SHAKEY'S V-LEAGUE 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THÈ CHASE IS ON FOR THE LAST THREE SEMIFINAL SLOTS IN 
‘the Shakey's V-League volleyball tournament. 


1 Ateneo and Univer- 
‘sity of Santo Tomas 
shoot Юг semifinal 
berths as they tackle 
separate foes at the 
‘end of the elimination 
round today at The 
“Arena in San Juan. 

Only Lyceum and 
San Sebastian had ad- 
Yanced to the semif- 
nals, which will pit the 
top five teams in dou- 

Jle-round. action 
Where they will сапу 
their respective 
records in the elimina- 
tion. 


league-leading 
Lyceum last Thursday, 

Banking on the 
huge games of Mary 
Jean Balse and Venus 
Bemal, the Tigresses 
dealt the Lady Pirates 
their first loss with а 
25-15, 25-14, 25-20 
stunner 

Balse and Bernal 
combined for 35 at- 
tacks to dominate the 
lady Pirates in the 
straight set triumph. 

Only a game behind 
UST, the Lady Tama- 
Taws are expected to 


STANDINGS W 

lyceum 6 

San Sebas- 5 

tian 

Ateneo 

| Santo 

Tomas 

LaSalle 

Adamson 

Far Easten 

Letran 

GAMES TODAY (The 
Arena, San Juan) 
2pm—FEU vs UST 

4pm—Ateneo vs San 

Sebastian 


said Reyes of the 6-foot6 Williams, 


The Tigresses will take on the Far 
xem Lady Tams at 2 pm., while _ 

the Lady Eagles will clash against 

the second-running Lady Stags at 4 


рл. 
A loss by the Tigresses and the 
Lady Eagles would put them into a 
tie at 3-4 with La Salle, Adamson 
‘and Far Eastern. 
Я In such event, the mostsets won 
тше will be used to break the tie. 
The Tigresses sharing a 33 slate 
with Ateneo, are hoping to draw en- 
‘ergy from their upset win over 


put up a challenge behind Rachelle 
Daquis. The Lady Tamaraws, run- 
hing seventh at 2-4, must win 
“against the Tigresses to get a crack 
‘at the fifth and final semifinal berth. 

Although playing with less pres 
sure, San Sebastian is still aiming for 
а share of the 6-1 lead with Lyceun 
to boost its record heading into the 
next round, 

The Lady Stags already played 
spoiler in Adamson's outright semi- 
final bid with a 25-18, 25-27, 25-21, 
25-17 victory last Thursday: 


fading tip-in by Letran in Sunday's game, NQURERPHOTO/ AUGUST DRACRUZ 


and ranks third in the MVP derby. 


“These players (in the RP Team) 
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have sacrificed so much and there are. 
several, too, who expressed their will- 
ingness to play like Willie (Miller, Eric 
(Menk), Sonny (Thoss) and Nic (Be- 
lasco),' said Reyes. 

In Belgrade, the San Miguel-RP 
‘Team will face a squad from Novisad, 
which boasts a seven-foot import 
named Charles Chris and four locals 
standing 6-9, 6-10 and 6-11. Novisad 
is among the five Division T Serbian 


teams lined up against the Nationals. 


' ; Youngsters rookie 
masters champions; 
Singaporean shines 


YOUTHFUL BIBOY TAJO AND 
Dyan Coronacion showed up their 
elders, nailing the men's and ladies. 
rookie masters titles in the 36th 
PBC-Boysen International Open 
Tenpin Bowling Championships at 
the SM Mall of Asia Bowling Centre. 

Bowling way past their normal 
bedtimes, SLETBA-BXs Tajo and 
"TBAM-Prima's Coronacion, both 13 
years old, both pocketed their first 
‘major wins around 1 a.m. Monday 
after emerging with the best 10- 
game series in the finals. 

‘Averaging 175 per game, Tajo 
scored 1,748 in bagging the men's 
rookie masters championship and a 
cash prize of P20,000 in the tourney 
sponsored by Boysen, Amway 
Philippine Sports Commission and 
the Department of Tourism. 

РВА Paolo Darroca finished 35 
pins behind and settled for runner- 
wp honors worth P10,000 while 
MBA-Pagcors Joer Atienza (1,701) 
placed third and got P5,000. 

On the other hand, Coronacion, a 
Mater Carmeli School Novaliches 
high school sophomore, had a 1,741 
aggregate in taking first in the ladies 
division and the P15,000 prize in 
the event also supported by Accel, 
the official RP team outfitter, 

MTBAS Tess Eusebio took second 


with a 1,689 output and P8,000 
while PBAPBowlmarts Anne 
Ramirez was in third spot at 1,646 
and won P4,000. 

Sharing the spotlight was a 
young overseas bowler, Singapore's 
Huo Ла Hui, who achieved the two- 
week tourney's second perfect game 
‘of 300 before lunch yesterday. 

Using a 14-6 Red Alert Edge ball, 
Hui, a 17-year-old student, scored 
the feat on lanes 7 and 8 for her first 
300 in an intemational event. 

Hui accomplished the gem of a 
game in the team event in the com- 
pany of teammates Katherine Wu 
and Gina Lim, who combined for 
1,182 and were running seventh in 
the category. 

‘The foreign contingents began 
streaming into the country Sunday 
and among the early birds was crack 
Indonesian bowler Ryan Leonard 
Lalisan, who won the men’s singles 
gold medal in the 2005 Philippine 
Southeast Asian Gantes. 

“We have already surpassed our 
number of 250 entries last year and 
we can easily have as many as 400 
bowlers in this years PBC-Boysen 
Open, which will be a record,” 
Jaime Dychauco, executive vice 
president of the organizing Philip- 
pine Bowling Congress, said. 


Canlas powers Davao quintet past Iligan 


DAVAO CITY—MONTANA PAWNSHOP.DAVAO .. 
continued its remarkable comeback in the 2007 
Spring Cooking Oil NBC National Cup basketball 
tournament Sunday by nosing put Firefly Iligan, 
84-83, at the Almendras gym here. 

Elongated ex-pro Frederick Canlas made good 
the second of two tip-ins after a miss by Jonel Ja- 
wod with 3.4 seconds left to give businessman 
Armando Quibod's Jewellers their third straight 
victory that boosted their record to 4-8. 

Mayor lawrence Cruz's Crusaders put the 


game under protest, claiming there was no more 
time left when the 6-foot-9 Canlas hit the basket. 

"The Crusaders third loss in six games dropped 
them to third spot. 

The game was close from the start, with the 
Jewellers trailing 17-19 and 42-43 in the first 20 
minutes, But with veteran Tonyboy Espinosa or- 
chestrating plays, Henry Fernandez and Jawod 
caught fire in the third quarter to give the Jew. 
ellers a 63-59 edge going into the payoff canto. 

‘Two games pitting Quezon Villa Anita against 


the Iloilo Warriors and frontrunning Tagaytay 
Spring against defending champion Ozamiz Cot- 
ta were being played yesterday at the Oreta 
Sports Complex in Malabon City. 

The scores: 

DAVAO 84--Famandez 20, Jawod 15, Ianga 8, Calas 8, 
Lamochad, Ayson B, Abanes 6, Braga 5, Panerio 5, Espinosa 3. 

ILIGAN 88—58 Cruz 19, Cruz 15, Go 13, Marata 11, Sal- 
adaga 7, Guiyab 6, Mangahas 4, kalaw 4, Hardin 2, Chi 2, Ayo- 
do 

uarers: 17-19, 4243, 62-59, 84-83 


FATHER ANTONIO BARONA, WHO WAS 
The National Collegiate Athletic Association. 
(NCAA) president in 1932-1933, will be be- 
Atified in Rome on Oct. 28 this year. 

According to Fr. Elagio Neyra, OP Vicar 
and also a former NCAA president, the beat- 
ification rites will attended by a big delega- 
tion from the Philippines. 

Fr. Barona was born on Jan. 16, 1901 in 
Burgos, Spain, in the little town of Zumel. 
|, From Spain, he went to the United States 
and enrolled at the Washington University 
in 1926 where he took up Masters in Educa- 
tion. Then he came to Letran College to 
teach theology, biology and became in 
| charge of the school interns. 

Fr. Barona was also Letran's athletic mod- 
erator before he became president of the 
NCAA, the nation's most popular and glam- 
orous league. 

He got sick of tuberculosis and returned 
to Spain where he sought medical treatment 
at a sanitarium. He was fatally shot in 
Madrid together with four other Domini- 
cans during the civil war in Spain on July 
24, 1936, crying “Long live Christ the King!” 

#45 Simply put, it was a case of a man- 
agement policy when Red Bull allowed 
player Rico Villanueva to be traded to 
San Miguel Beer since he was no longer 
happy with the team and his coach, Yeng 
Guiao. 

"We were shocked at first,” said a team 

executive in a recent interview, "because 


Vatican to beatify former NCAA head 


CLEAN LIVING 


Manolo К. Iñigo , 


we didn't want to lose him. We did our 
best to keep him, but still Rico wanted 
out. Since we couldn't do anything to stop 
him from leaving, we let him go. It has al- 
ways been a policy by management, 
headed by George Chua, not to impose 
our will оп a player who desires to be re- 
leased regardless ofhis stature.” 

As for coach Yeng Guiao, 1 rank him as 
опе of the best coaches in recent memory. 
In my book, Yeng will be leaving large 
footprints in the history of Philippine bas- 
кефа! not only because of his unortho- 
dox style of coaching but also because of 
his ability to turn hitherto virtual un- 
known players into superstars. 

There is no question that he has done a 
remarkable job despite what his critics. 
say about him: that he has no permanent 
starting five and that he seldom calls a 
timeout when his team needed it most. 

Said Yeng: "I start who I want to start 
and I call a timeout only when I want to. 
Nobody tells me what to do. And nobody 
tries because they know I can't be pres- 


sured. Pressures don't work with me.” 

Sports critique Julian Malonso, a retired 
colonel and former president of the Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee, says that newly 
proclaimed Sen. Francis Escudero is correct 
in saying that the national sports associa- 
tions should not be headed by politicians 
like Monico Puentevella (of weightlifting) 
and Prospero Pichay (of chess). 

"Historically the Philippines has suffered 
in sports because of political intervention," 
stressed the 84-year-old Malonso, who nev- 
er fails to amaze people with his physical 
andintellectual energy. 

He cited the big political blunder in 1962 
when then President Diosdado Macapagal 
refused the entry of the team from Yu- 
goslavia because then Sen. Ambrosio Padil- 
la, who was president of the Basketball As- 
sociation of the Philippines (BAP), had po- 
litical ambitions. 

They were afraid that Padilla would make 
use of the World Basketball Championship 
slated here for his own political agenda. 

Malonso added that the Philippine Sports 
Commission, being a government entity, 
should be abolished because itis a clear gov- 
‘ernment intervention in sports which is pro- 
hibited by the Intemational Olympic Com- 
mittee. 

He also said popular boxer Manny Pac- 
quiao, who lost his congressional bid in 
South Cotabato, should stick to boxing. 


Harbour Centre seeks 2-0 lead today 


From page A25 


“We have to make big adjust- 
ments on our defense and we 
must equal their energy to have a 
chance in beating them,” said 
Trillo. 

“We gave them 47 points in the 
first half and 28 points from the 
free throw area, so we have to do 
something to avoid falling into a 
0-2 hole.” 

Still, Trillo drew huge offen- 
sive performances from his key 


D 


Moneymen trio in Game 1. 

Bono posted 20 markers, while 
Doug Kremer proved to be a 
threat from post to mid-range as 
he finished with a double-double 
of 20 points and 10 boards. 

Muchimproved point guard 
Macky Escalona also collected 15 
points, seven assists and five re- 
bounds. 

Trillo will also try to address 
the Moneymen's foul troubles, 
which led to the early exit of vet- 


erans Eric dela Cuesta and Ariel 
Capus, the only players who have 
championship experience in his 
team. 

"We have to be extra careful, 
we can't do the same mistakes 
again,” noted Trillo. 

Castro topscored with 15, 
while JC Intal chipped in 11 
points in Batang Pier's balanced 
offensive attack. 

Batang Pier also gained from 
the quality performances of their 


support crew led by Jonathan 
Fernandez, Beau Belga, Al Ver- 
gara and Ryan Araña. 

In contrast, Bono, Kramer and 
Escalona combined for 55 of the. 
Moneymen's 78 points. 

“Talent-wise, I think Harbour is 
deeper," admitted Trillo. “Зоте- 
times its hard when there's too 
much talent. But coach Jorge has 
been doing a great job of getting 
them motivated." 

Jasmine W. Payo 
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RUN FORA CAUSE: Japan Airlines deputy regional sales manager 
Haruhiko Terada (seated, left) and marathon organizer Rudy Biscocho 
sign the agreement for the holding of the JAL Run for A Cause on June 24 
at the Bonifacio Global City in Taguig. Witnessing the signing are JAL 
administrative staffers (from left) Lilia В. Cruz, Salie R. Bailon, Joy Flores, 
Lynn Gesmundo and Jennette Pe. Proceeds of the fun run will go to Kythe, 
Inc. anon-stock, non-profit organization that caters to the psycho-social 
needs of pediatric patients, especially those with chronic illness such as 
cancer, in government hospitals around the country. 


Ildefonso 


does it all 


as SMB stays alive 


IMPORT GALEN YOUNG MAY 
have stood tallest when San Miguel 
Beer finally made it to the quarterfi- 
nals Sunday, but it was Danny Iide- 
fonso's overall contribution that has 
keptthe Beermen alive in the Talk N 
‘Text PBA Fiesta Cup. 

“He has given the team many in- 
tangibles and that makes him the 
great player he truly is," said SMB 
coach Siot Tanquingcen of Ildefonso 
‘who was named as the PBA Press 
Corps’ Accel-Talk ‘N Text Player of 
the Week for the period June 4-10. 

It was the second such citation 
the 30-year-old Ildefonso earned in 
three weeks. 

The numbers are impressive 
enough: 185 points, six rebounds, 
two assists, 1.5 blocked shots in the 
Beermen's two wins over Sta. Lucia 
Realty and Coca-Cola last week. 

Ina 102-85 win over the Realtors 


last Friday, Ildefonso had 19 points, 
six rebounds, two assists and as 
many blocks and followed that up 
with 18 points on 84ог14 field 
shooting, six rebounds, two assists 
and a block in their 102-101 win 
over the Tigers last Sunday. 

“Wes no secret that hes our main 
offensive threat. And the numbers 
were those of an MVR” Tanquingcen 
said of the statistics put up by the 
1998 Rookie ofthe Year 

‘The Beermen seemed doomed 
against the Tigers as they trailed by 
four points in the last 14 seconds 
and by 99-101, only 9.7 ticks left. 

"Then Ildefonso came up with two 
huge plays. First, he helped force 
Coles John Arigo into a traveling 
violation and then, in the ensuing 
play, gave a high pick that freed up 
Young for what would turn out to be 
the game-winning three-point play. 
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French hat-trick for Nadal 


Super Spaniard thwarts Federer's Grand Slam bid anew 


PARIS—RAFAEL NADAL RUBBER-STAMPED HIS CRE- 
dentials as the world's best claycourter at the French 
Open on Sunday, once again ruining Roger Federer's 
date with destiny. 

By bringing the world number one to 
his knees with a 63, 4-6, 6-3, 64 exhibi- 
tion, Nadal followed Bjorn Borg to be- 
come only the second man in 93 years to 

inch a hat-trick of titles at Roland Garros. 
Just as he did 12 months ago, the irrepress- 
ible 21-year-old Spaniard sabotaged Federers 
valiant bid to join American Don Budge and Aus- 
talian Rod Laver as the only men to hold all four 
E ~ grand slams at the same time. Itis а feat that has not 
been repeated for 38 years. 

Federer's search for the elusive claycourt major will 
have to go on the backbumer for at least another year 
thanks to a ragged performance in the final. 

After committing 60 unforced errors and convert- 


RAFAEL Nadal 


collapses on his 

French Open р БЕ a 
Roger Federer. № mata 
forge clash 


backafter nailing — 
his third straight ” 
crown witha 
flourish over 
: 
Lions oust 
Warriors, 
wi h 
ith Archers 
camestomonnow BY Jasmine W. Payo 
(Battle for 3rd) 


SAN BEDA AND LA 
Sallearranged a cham- 
pionship showdown in 
the Filoi Flying V Pre- 
season. Invitational 
Cup after slipping past 
their semifinal rivals 
yesterday at The Arena in San Juan. 

Atoning for a major fumble in regulation play, 
Pong Escobal fired 10 of San Веда 12 points in 
overtime as the Red Lions post a 96-92 victory 
over the University of the East Warriors. 

‘The Lions only needed to run the clock out in 
the last 10 seconds of regulation, but UE rookie 
Paul Lee stole the ball from Escobal for a break- 
away layup that forged the extra period, 84-all. 

Та Salle leaned on JV Casio in the last quarter 
as the Archers pulled out an 86-78 triumph over 
the tough National University Bulldogs. 

Casio, a clutch-shooting veteran guard, fired 
15 points from beyond the arc for a day-hi 
on top of seven assists and five rebounds. 

The Lions and the Archers will clash for the ti 
tle at 3 p.m. tomorrow at The Arena in San Juan. 

“Wee still not 100 percent,” said Casio of the 
streaking Archers, who already captured two pre- 
season titles after serving a one-year suspension 
in the UAAP "But мете always ready to fight. 
We're doing our best to show our capabilities.” 

Before Lee's game-tying layup, Marcy Arellano 
had nailed two free throws that drew the War- 
ors within a bucket. The Warriors had the 
chance to forge second extension, but Mark 
Borboran missed two free throws after drawing a 
foul from Dave Marcelo in the last 51.1 seconds 

The scores: 

First Game 

LA SALLE 85—Caso 26, Vleruera 16, Mangahas 14, 
Маай? Tang7, Atkins 7, led 3, Walsham 2 Co 2, Lee? 

NU 78—Agular 24, Savado 19, LingeoLinggo 15, 
Malagueño 9, Ponterada 5, Garcia 4, Janke 2, Bora 0, Luy 0. 

Quarters: 20-26, 43-40. 6460, 86-78 

Second Game 

SAN BEDA 96—Menor 21, Escoba! 19, Bre 17, jam 15, 
Lanete 12, Hermida 7, Tecson 3, Taganas 2, Масу 1 

UE 92— Gregori 17, Lagas 15, Borboren 14, Lee 11, Arel- 
leno 9, Esprtu 8, Martinez 7, Lingganay б, Fampume 6 

Quarters: 1323, 35-42, 61-67, 84-84, 96-32 (0T) 


Ateneo-La Salle 
golf duel June 29 
at Canlubang 


CHAMPIONSHIPS IN SEVEN CATEGORIES WILL 
be disputed when archrivals Ateneo and De La 
Salle clash anew in the 2007 Classic Cup golf 
toumament on June 29 at the Canlubang Golf 
and Country Club. 

Players in the championship division will play 
scratch while those in classes A, B, C, D, Ladies, 
seniors and the new Super Seniors (70-and- 
above) will use their handicaps. Players with no 
certified index fall in the open category. 

‘The competition format was first introduced in 
2005 with La Salle emerging as champion, but 
‘Ateneo bounced back to win the ttle last year. 

This years winner permanently keeps the 
Classic Cup. 

The Ateneo-La Salle golf tournament started 
in 1984, with hundreds of alumni from both 
schools as well as its provincial affiliates compet- 
ing for supremacy. 

After 16 years of competition, the Green 
‘Archers finally retited the prestigious Ambas- 
sador Carlos Valdes Cup after its victorious 2003 
campaign. 

Shotgun tee-offis at 8 a.m. at the North course 
for the Championship, A, D, Ladies, Seniors and 
Super Senior classes, while shotgun tee-off бте 
is at 8:30 a.m. for the B, Cand Open at the South 
course. 

The awarding ceremony will be held right af- 
terthetoumament presented by PLDT and Smart. 
Communications. 


pe 
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ing only one of 17 break points during a duel lasting three. 
hours and 10 minutes, it came as litle surprise when the 25 

year-old Swiss handed victory to Nadal by slamming a fore- 
hand long on the first match point. 


Undisputed king 

As the crowd stood up to hail the undisputed king of day, 
Nadal promptly collapsed on to his back, legs splayed, and 
covered his face in disbelief. 

Realizing he had tumed out to be a huge stumbling block 
in Federer's quest for greatness, Nadal told the crowd: “Iam 

ly sad for Roger. He is a friend and a great champion, 
whether he wins or loses. 

Аза disappointed 10-time Grand Slam champion Federer 
stood on the podium holding his runners-up tray, visions of 
what could have been must have flashed through his tor- 
tured mind. “Tm à bit sad but 1 fought, I tried. 1 know I can. 
doit now that’s for sure” 

Nadal had captured 16 claycourt titles, Federers total 


BURN RUBBER [Mà 


stood at six. The Spaniard had a 20-0 win-loss record in Paris 
against 26-8 for the Swiss. 

But the 25-year-old harbored hopes of narrowing his 1-5 
daycourt record against Nadal, having beaten him just 21 
days ago in the final ofthe Hamburg Masters. 

Prowling the baseline with sweat glistening on his 
bulging biceps, Nadal bludgeoned ferocious forehands to 
save 10 break points in the opening set. 

The precise Swiss timing that usually accompanies Feder- 
ers exquisite shots broke down in the next game and he 
dropped his serve to love. 

Sensing the match was slipping away from Federers 
grasp in the second set, a fan in the stands cried out: “Right 
now, come on." 

As if on cue, Federer broke his Spanish foe for the first 
time to go 4-3 ahead. 

He held on to win the set but from then on was left dumb- 
founded as Nadal charged toward extending his perfect 
Roland Garros record to 21-0. Reuters 
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Spurs halfway to crown 


Hold off late Cavs charge, take 2-0 Finals lead 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS--OVER- 
confident after seizing a 29-point 
lead, the San Antonio Spurs squan- 
dered most of that edge Sunday be- 
fore holding off Cleveland, 103-92, 
in the NBA Finals. 

Tony Parker scored 30 points, Manu Ginobili had 25 


and Tim Duncan added 23 points, nine rebounds and 
eight assists as the Spurs seized a 2-0 lead in the best-of- 


MANU Ginobili 
reacts after a 
three-point 

basket during 

| Game Two ofthe 
| NBA Finals at the 
AT&T Center in 

San Antonio. ase 


seven series, which shifts to Cleveland for Game Three 
Tuesday 

The Spurs were in a position to humiliate the Cave 
йез, leading 89-60 lead with 12:50 remaining, and i 
stead allowed LeBron James and Cleveland's bench to 
spark а 27-6 run and rally within 95-87 with 4:15 to 
play before falling shor: 

"It was really disappointing,” Ginobili said. “We 
played such a great game for three quarters. To see the 
team stop in the fourth, that was irresponsible of us. 

“We got overconfident. We were feeling so good 
about ourselves and then we stopped moving the ball 
and let LeBron get open. We can't allow ourselves to do 
that in Cleveland or they are going to kill us.” 

“The Spurs led 58-33 at halftime, then wasted one of 
the most dominant first-half thrashings in NBA Finals 
history, 

James, benched with early foul trouble, scored 25 
points on 9-0f-21 shooting and led the comeback. But a 
4-point play by Ginobili gave the Spurs a 101-89 lead 

with 2:24 remaining to fi 
nally subdue the stubborn 
Cavaliers. 

"We dont want to get 
blown. out,” 
James said. “It be- 
comes a pride 
thing when you are 
down so many points 

in the fourth." 
Parker scored 16 first 


half points while Duncan gf 


added 15 and Ginobili 12 to 
produce a 25-point halftime 
margin. No team in NBA Fi- 
nals history recovered from. 
so large a deficit to win. 
“They made a hell of a 
тип in the fourth quar- 
ter" Parker said. “Thats 
going to give them con- 
fidence going back to 
Cleveland." 
Coach Greg Popo- 
vich blamed himself 
for keeping Duncan 
and Parker resting too 
long on the bench as 
Cleveland rallied. 
"Tn the fourth quar- 
ter, LeBron got away 
from us" Popovich 
said. "My substitution. 
pattern was poor and slow. A couple defenses I called 
"were inappropriate." 
Cavaliers coach Mike Brown was pleased his team. 
never quit 
James went to the bench after committing two fouls 
in the first 2:55 and Cleveland never recovered. James, 
scoreless in the first half of Game One, was 4of-11 from 
the field and 5-of 9 on free throws in the first hal. 
The Cavaliers came within 16 seconds of matching a 


Finals record for first-half scoring futility, but a Daniel 
Gibson free throw and a basket by James with 6.6 sec- 
onds left pulled Cleveland above the shameful mark. 

‘The Spurs barely missed matching the 1985 Boston 
Celtics for the largest Finals halftime lead of 30. 

Parker had scored nine points while Duncan had five 
and Ginobili four in an 18-4 Spurs run that produced 
their biggest first-half lead at 58-30. 

The Spurs seek their fourth crown in nine years. AFP 


Fernando nips 
Alejandro by 1 


ANTHONY FERNANDO CLOSED WITH A 
three-under par 69 to capture the International 
Amateur golf tournament championship by a 
stroke over compatriot Miko Alejandro Sunday at 
the PGA of Southern Champions Course at Cher- 
ту Valley in Beaumont, California. 

Down by one at the start of the final round, 
Femando went on a birdie binge at the front to 
wrest the lead then came through with gutsy pars 
to hold off Alejandro and pocket the title with а 
54-hole aggregate of 214, 

‘Alejandro, who grabbed the second-round 
lead from Fernando with а 73 Saturday, shot a 71 
and settled for second with a 215 total in the 
event serving as part of training abroad for the 
ICTSI-backed national training pool. 

"Taiwanese Hung Chien Yao also shota 69 and 
finished third at 216 while Dante Becierra carded 
a 76 and placed fourth with a 223. 

Gino Bunyi made a 75 and wound up at 229 
for a share of fifth with Andrew Sham (72) and 
Randy Reznicek (74) while Gene Bondoc skied to 
a79 for eighth place at 230. 


Austin’s 62 clinches $1-million 


champion’s prize at St. Jude 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE—AMERICAN WOODY 
Austin posted his third career US PGA Tour win, firing 
afinakround, eght-under-par 62 Sunday to win the 
$6«millon St. Jude Championship by five strokes. 

‘Austin’s heroics ruined Australian Adam Scott's 
bid to register a rare wire-to-wire victory. Austin fin- 
ished at 267 after beginning the event with a 72. 

Scott who went into the final round witha three- 
shot lead, collapsed toa fve-over 75 or 276. Eng- 
land's Brian Davis placed second after a 66 Sunday. 

In winning for the first time since the 2004 Buick 
‘Championship, Austin pocketed $1.08 million. AFP 


‘THE FIRST black driver to win, Briton Lewis Hamilton 
thrusts his arms in the air and jumps off his McLaren. лт 


- $ Hamilton tops Canadian | 
GP for landmark victory 


MONTREAL—LEWIS HAMILTON'S LEARNING 
curve just got shorter—a lot shorter, 

‘The 22-year-old Englishman, the first black driver in 
Formula One history added his first F1 victory to an al- 
ready remarkable career start by winning the crash- 
filled Canadian Grand Prix on Sunday 

‘And he made it look easy. 

Hamilton started from the pole, also for the first time. 
‘Apart from losing the lead for three laps when he made 
his first of two pit stops, he led all the way and was nev- 
er challenged. 

The slim, soft-spoken youngster has six consecutive 
top-three finishes in six starts, something no other first- 
year F1 driver has accomplished. He is now atop the 
standings, eight points ahead of Femando Alonso, his 
teammate and the two-time reigning F1 champion. 

“This is history” Hamilton said, grinning. 

The Mercedes McLaren drivers only competition dur- 
ing the 704ap race on Circuit Gilles Villeneuve’s 2.71- 
mile course came from BMW Sauber’ Nick Heidfeld. 

‘The only thing that kept the race close ас ай was acci- 
dents four full-course caution flags that wiped out the 

leads Hamilton built with seeming ease. 

“It was a fairly simple race, apart from the restarts,” 
Hamilton said. “On those, Iwas just trying to keep the 
tires warm and not make a mistake.” 

‘After he had won the race, Hamilton thrust his 
arms in the air and jumped up and down. He then 
bounced to the ground, trotted to a barrier and 
jumped across to dive into the midst of his crew. 

‘Alonso started alongside his McLaren teammate on 

the front row. He made a mistake on the start when he 
droveoff the course in the first tum and allowed Heid- 
feld to dive past into second. 


HAMILTON rejoices on the podium. 


Alonso was hit with a penalty for pitting too soon 
during one of the full-course cautions. He was passed 
two laps from the finish by Super Agurra Takuma Sato 
and finished seventh. 

Robert Kubica, a 22-year-old driver from Poland and 
Heidfeld's teammate, was racing with the Toyota of 
Jarno Trulli and the Ferrari of Felipe Massa when he 
Suddenly veered off course into the grass. 

Kubica's car slammed into the inside concrete wall, 
somersaulted across the track in a shower of debris, hit 
the outside wall and came to rest 

The Ferraris of Massa and Kimi Raikkonen were ex- 
pected to pose a threat, but both had problems. 

Massa was running fourth when he was disqualified, 
along with Renaults Giancarlo Fisichella, who was 
eighth at the time. Officials said they both rana red light 
at the end of pit road during a caution. 

Raikkonen ran through the grass several times and 
struggled to a fifth-place finish. 


- mr 


Pettersen nips Webb for 1st “major? 


НАУВЕ DE GRACE, MARYLAND--NOR- 
way's Suzann Pertersen returned a five- 
under 67 to claim a one-shot victory over 
Australian Karrie Webb at the LPGA 
Championship on Sunday and lift her first 
major title. 

Petersen, who suffered a final round col- 
lapse at the Kraft Nabisco Championship in 
April, showed no signs of the nerves this 
time, mixing six birdies with a single bogey 
fora winning total of 14-under 274. 


Е AUS 
STANDING 2 
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“I can be the best player in the world but 


“Now 1 finally proved to all of you that 1 
сап actually put itall together and take a ma- 


title at last month's Michelob Ultra Open. 


you have to give me time.” 

‘Webb stalked Pettersen in the back nine at 
the Bulle Rock course, closing with birdies at 
17th and 18th to also finish with a 67. But 
Pettersen, who lost a three-shot lead with a 
bogey, double-bogey, bogey run from the 


15th at the Kraft, did not 


ох" said Pettersen, who won her first LPGA 
just her sixth professional 
big week with а roller-co 
to finish alone in third pl 
on 12-under 276. 


weekend with a 79, to 
strokes off he pace on 21- 
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Coset 
again 


young Uly Maningding of Explorer 


Also out to s 
dominating this 
Race Fans Inc. 
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JODY COSETENG WILL BE THE 
man to beat anew when the 2007 
Philippine Touring Car Champi- 


challengers 
Ramirez of Peron-SRA and the 


Motorspons hope to find a way to 
stop the undefeated defending 
champion and San Mig Coffee driv- 
er Coseteng, who scored another 
sweep in the second leg recently. 


crack 


and enjoyed a birdie at 17. 
South Korean rookie Min Na- 
on, playing in her first major and 


event, capped offa 
ster two-under 70 
lace, two shots back 


Michelle Wie closed out a disappointing 


finish last and 35 SUZANN Pettersen celebrates 
over 309. Reuters winning the LPGA Championship. ar 


eng a marked man 
in PTTC third leg 


the Automobile Association Philip- 
pines, are Louis Ramirez of Petron- 
SRA, Dennis Uy of Valvoline Velocity. 
Motors, Renan Morales of Dickies- 
Shift Racing, Nico Montinola of 
Akula Racing, Cebuano Jonathan 
Buxton and Carlos Anton of MP Tur- 
bo, privateer Dominic Bon and FHM 
cover model Gabby de la Merced of 
Big Shot MPro Racing. 

Ramirez had his chance in the 
last leg when Coseteng figured in a 
collision at the start of the race and 
slipped at the back of the 10-man 
field, But despite this setback, 
Coseteng managed to regain com- 
posure and claim another sweep. 


onship Series stages its third leg this 
Sunday, June 17, 
national Raceway 


‘Tough 


, at the Subic Inter- 


у. 
Kookie 


top Coseteng from 
series organized by 
and sanctioned by 
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Cebu Pacific eyes hub in Clark 


Growing capacity, related businesses luring Gokongwei firm 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


CEBU PACIFIC SAID IT WAS LOOKING INTO PUTTING UP 
a hub in Clark to take advantage of growing capacity and 
the presence of aviation-related businesses in thearea. 


“We may havea hub there ina few years? 
time,” Cebu Pacific president and CEO 
Lance Gokongwei said in an interview. 

Cebu Pacific flies Airbus jets to and 
from Clark. Passengers can booka flight 
and hotel in Clark using the budget air- 
line's website. 

The remark was a slight departure 
from one he made last year, when 
Gokongwei said having a hub in Clark 


was still a far-off possibility despite the 
Diosdado Macapagal International Air- 
ports (DMIA) potential. He said then 
that the airport needed a bigger terminal 
and facilities for allied aviation services. 
A larger terminal is now being 
planned. Clark International Airport 
Corp. (САС), which manages the 
DMIA, said in March that it would ex- 
pand its existing terminal and build ал 


additional terminal. 

CIAC officials said later in May that 
the DMIA was ripe for capacity expan- 
sion, from one million to five million 
passengers a year. 

Cebu Pacific has also launched its 
Clark-based pilot training program, in 
partnership with the private school 
Clark Aviation. Since February this year, 
Cebu Pacific has been supporting pilot 
training scholarships. In return, it 
would get first pick for new pilots to fly 
the budget carrier's rapidly increasing 
fleet of new Airbus jets. 

The facility is attractive not only to 
Cebu Pacific but also to other airlines. 
that are in need of Airbus pilots. 


The Airbus A320 is seen as one of the 
most efficient aircraft for regional 
flights. Estimates show that Asia alone 
will require 6,000 new pilots each year 
to serve an increasing number of flights 
for the next 20 years. 

With the developments taking place, 
Gokongwei said that Cebu Pacific was 
seeing better prospects for a Clark hub, 
though he still would not specify when 
this could become a reality. 

"There are no specifics yet, just that 
we may have a hub in Clark, and ме 
support the development of Clark and 
the entry of more flights there for as 
ong as there is reciprocity and fairness. 
with local airlines," he said. 


DA seeks P10B more for 2008 


By Amy В. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICUL- 
ture will seek an additional budget of 
P10 billion for 2008 to finance pro- 
jects needed to achieve a 7-8 percent 
growth for the farm sector. 
Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap 
said the additional outlay would al- 
low the government to create more 
jobs and carry out a massive rural in- 
frastructure build-up involving the 


repair or rehabilitation of irrigation 
facilities 

The additional funds would also be 
used to establish more postharvest 
and transport facilities to bring farm. 
produce faster and efficiently to their 
markets. 

Yap said a higher 2008 budget was 
necessary for the agency to adequate- 
iy bankroll the productivity and ex- 
port programs that he and other agri- 
culture officials had drawn up with 


more than 50 industry leaders during 
arecent workshop. 

Earlier, Yap said it would ask 
Congress for an additional P10 billion 
for its 2008 budget to further intensi- 
fy the department's drive to increase 
agricultural productivity and farmers' 
income. 

This brings the total budget the de- 
partment had asked to P31 billion. 

Some P4 billion of the amount 
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(Gee stock marker report on Page B4) 
Bargain-hunting seen 
BARGAIN-HUNTERS ARE EXPECTED TO 
continue picking up stocks cheapened by 
Wall Street's slump last week when trading 
resumes today. Financial markets were 
closed Monday due to an official holiday. 

The composite index ended down 2.06 
points at 3,526.73 on Friday after moving 
between 3,468.85 and 3,532.29. 
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Energy chief urges caution 
in exercising nuclear option 


IN PREPARATION FOR A POSSIBLE FORAY 
into nuclear power generation, the govemment 
is actively building a human resource pool that 
will have enough nuclear scientists and techni- 
cal experts to undertake such projects. 

According to Energy Secretary Raphael 
Lotilla, nuclear power generation is a com- 
plicated undertaking that will require long- 
term planning and intensive human re- 
source training. 

“Ir will take an estimated 15 years to train 
experts, study, decide and implement this op- 
tion,” he said. 

Instead of jumping into the nuclear band- 
wagon with neighbors Viemam and Indone- 
sia, Lotilla said it would be best for the govern- 
ment to finalize a Human Resource Develop- 
ment program that would develop a pool of 
experts to study various aspects of nuclear 
plant operations, including choosing appro- 
priate sites, security and waste disposal. 


1n exercising the nuclear option, the result- 
ing health and environmental impact, as well 
as social acceptability, will be carefully stud- 
ied, he said. 

He added that the program would also al- 
low the country to handle any eventuality 
arising from the nuclear power plant opera- 
tions of neighboring countries. 

The governments of Indonesia and Viet- 
nam have announced plans to put up nuclear 
power plants. Also, Taiwan has nuclear facili- 
ties now in operation. 

"Ours, therefore, will be a science-based ap- 
proach to the nuclear power option,” he said. 

Tn an earlier interview, he said going into 
nuclear power generation might be a feasible 
‘way to bring down power rates 

Lotilla said the archipelagic make-up of the 
country made power rates high, as it was 
more difficult to transmit power from one part 
ofthecountryto another Abigail L. Но 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE IS 
warming to the idea of revising the 
quarterly revenue collection targets 
of the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
and Bureau of Customs for this year. 
‘Although the interagency Develop- 
ment Budget Coordination Commit- 
tee (DBCC) has already established 
the official quarterly collection tar- 
gets for the government's main rev- 
enue earners, the two agencies are 
still pushing to set their own targets. 
A source from the DBCC, however, 
clarified that the two agencies were 
only asking for a revision of the quar- 
terly allocation of the 2007 target, 
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“Young professionals like me who 
are busy and yet yearn for more 
knowledge and reinforcement — be 
it for purely personal or professional 
development --- will find ABEP a 
perfect fit for their life and career 


Ronald Mark G. Omaña 
Associate Research Manager 
TNS Philippines 
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The Applied Business Economics Program 
(ABEP) is a two-year graduate business course for 
young managers eager to move ahead in their 
career paths. It is backed by more than 30 years 
of experience in business and economic policy 
research and run by a team of internationally 
trained professionals. 


ABEP graduates know how the economy works, 
how to forecast, and how to analyze industries. 
They can make sense of functional areas such as 
accounting, finance, marketing, and human 
resources. They also know how good ethics is 
good business. 


Classes: Tuesdays and Thursdays 
6:00 pm to 9:30 pm 


(Beginning July 10, ABEP will also be offering Economics of a 

Nation, a certificate course on how the economy works.) 
"1107 “For more information: 
Call: 637-8549 or 637-0912 loc. 225 / 375 
„Visit: www. uap.edu.ph/abep 
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MASTER IN APPLIED BUSINESS ECONOMICS 


and not for the reduction of the full- 
year revenue goal. 

‘The official said that, since what 
‘matters is the realization of the full- 
year target, the DOF may give its 
blessings to the revision of the quar- 
terly targets. The DOF is the head 
agency of the BIR and the BOC. 

"The DBCC, which sets the govern- 
menes official economic policies and 


targets, has set a revenue target of 
P204.16 billion in the first quarter, 
P278.9 billion in the second, P255.9 
billion in the third, and P264.13 bil- 
lion in the fourth quarter. 

But the BIR and the BOC, on their 
own, have set a combined target of 
P202.13 billion in the first quarter, 
P277.11 billion in the second, 
P247.74 billion in the third, and 
P276.136 billion in the fourth quar- 
ter, 

The quarterly goals of the BIR and 
the BOC were P2 billion lower than 
the official target set by the DBCC for 
the first quarter, P1.7 billion lower 
than the official second quarter goal, 
P8.17 billion lower than the DBCC's 
target for the third quarter, but P12 
billion higher in the fourth quarter. 

The two agencies believe that, 
based on cyclical events, the fourth 
quarter is when revenue collection is 
at its highest, the source said. 

The BIR and the BOC are bent on 
sticking to the targets set, as they are 
usually held liable and criticized for 
shortfalls in revenue collection. 
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BIR, BOC may yet revise 
their collection targets 


Based on official targets, the BIR 
fell short of the P155.2-billion collec- 
tion goal in the first quarter after it 
turned in only P143.1 billion. 

On the other hand, the BOC missed 
its P46.9-billion target in the same 
period, collecting only P40.2 billion. 

The BIR said the shortfall were 
partly due to factors beyond its con- 
trol, including slower-than-expected 
inflation that resulted in lower-than- 
target collection of value-added tax. 
‘The BIR also said the target set was 
too high. 

Because of the revenue shortfalls 
of the two agencies, the national gov- 
ernment missed the budget deficit 
ceiling set for the first quarter. 

‘The DBCC hoped to limit the deficit 
to only P45.8 billion, but the actual 
budget gap had hit P45.8 billion. 

The DOF said the government 
would intensify efforts to improve tax 
collection, including the tax audit pro- 
cesses of the BIR and privatization of 
state-owned assets to catch up with 
the full-year goal of limiting the bud- 
get deficit for 2007 to only P63 billion. 


PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo 
stands between 
Kevin Jackson of 
Sanitarium Health 
Food Co. and 
Agriculture 
Secretary Arthur 
Yap, who is holding 
acopy of adeal 
that will pave the 
way for Filipino 
food items, 
supporting the 
milk feeding 
programs of the 
country, to be sold 
abroad. 
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THE “WOLVES” IN THIS CUTE 
administration, among them said to 
be a sheepish kin of Gloriaetta, may 
finally succeed in booting out the in- 
corruptible BIR Commissioner Jose 
Mario Bufiag. 

Only last Sunday, "text" messages 
circulated among the BIRS top re- 
gional officers (with one detailed 
message coming from a top official of 
the BIR Pasig office), all claiming that 
the Palace is “sacking” Bufiag. 

Really? Why? 

Well, based on the media demoli- 
tion job against Bufiag, which has 
been going on since he became BIR 
commissioner, the "wolves" are stick- 
ing to their campaign line that, in ef 
fect, faulted Buhag for the missed col- 
lection target of the BIR. 

Tell you what, this is the man un- 
der whom the BIR—in only one year 
as its head—posted an unprecedent- 
ed 22 percent increase in tax collec- 
tions in 2006. 

Tn peso terms, it means that, com- 
pared to the take in 2005, the BIR col- 
ected some P100 billion more last 
year, which was the first full year of 
Buhag as commissioner. 

Again that's a PlOO-billion in- 
crease! The business community, of 
course, coughed it all up! 

‘And we all know that the BIR can 
only raise its collection if the BIR per- 
sonnel collect more for the govern- 
ment than for themselves. 

Yes, less stealing! 

Yet the “wolves” in this cute admin- 
istration--for whatever ungodly rea- 
son, such as grabbing control of the 
BIR post and thus having their wicked 
way in the bureau—want Gloriaetta 
to get rid of Buhag. 

Commented a former finance sec- 
retary: “This is not good for business 
confidence.” 

For the popularity-challenged Glori- 
aetta, boss! It can only be bad for her! 
FROM what 1 gathered, one of the 
original political “hangers-on” of Glo- 
riaetta—who was said to be so close 
to her, he was among the first ap- 
pointees as soon as Gloriaetta 


Wolves in sheep” 


BREAKTIME 


grabbed power from the man named 
Band ... Wrist Band--wanted to put 
hisown people in two highly sensitive 
positions in the BIR. 

In fact, according to a Palace insid- 
er, Gloriaetta already issued an exec- 
utive order—in horrendous English, 
at that—precisely just for those ap- 
pointments. 

One of the new measures was the 
creation of an “enforcement commit- 
tee,” which of course would be head- 
ed by the BIR officer handpicked by of 
our beloved “orig” hanger-on. 

“Enforcement,” in BIR parlance, 
only actually means “harassment” to 
the business community! 

Another measure would allow a 
low-ranked BIR personnel to jump 
six—again, SIX— positions to become 
head of the “large taxpayers unit,” 
which reviews the tax payments of 
big business. 

Uh-oh! Watch out, guys, here 
comes the shake down! 

LAST year, the Department of Fi- 
nance set the collection target of the 
BIR at P675 billion. 

Throughout the whole year, spo- 
radic reports emanating from DOF 
hammered at the point that the BIR, 
particularly Bunyag as its head, 
missed the MONTHLY targets. 

Supposedly, based on the media 
campaign apparently unleashed by the 
“wolves,” the BIR collected P652 billion 
last year—or about P20 billion “short.” 

Actually, they forgot to tell us, the 
taxpayers, that some P26 billion of 
the “shortfall” were the taxes on the 
interest on T-bills that this cute ad- 
ministration did not have to issue 
anymore. 

You see, when the DOF made the 
BIR target, the DOF assumed that this 


cute administration would need to 
borrow a lot of money by issuing T- 
bills. The interest on the ТЫШ would 
be subjected to tax. The BIR thus 
‘would make the interest tax as part of 
its collection. 

But precisely because the BIR did 
such a damn good job in tax collec- 
tion, and the treasury had so much 
money coming out of its ears, this 
cute administration did not have to 
issue the ТЫШ anymore. 

Meaning, of course, the BIR could 
also not collect the tax on the interest, 
which amounted to P26 billion. 

‘Another issue was the P27 billion in 
taxes on oil products that the BIR 
could not collect, simply because an 
oil refinery was closed down, prompt- 
ing the oil company to import oil prod- 
ucts, thus paying the taxes and duties 
through the Bureau of Customs. 

Yet the DOF did not remove such 
“uncollectible” tax on Till interest 
and oil products from the BIR target 
If the two items, totaling P53 billion, 
were removed from the BIR target, 
the bureau would have posted a P30- 
billion “surplus.” 

Of course nobody outside the BIR 
talked about such a miscalculation of 
the targets. It was bad for the cam- 
paign line of the "wolves" that the BIR 
‘was so inefficient and corrupt under 
Buñag that it missed the targets. 

Again, those BIR guys already 
worked their butt off and collected 
P100 billion more last year, OKAY! 
ALREADY, a couple of names are be- 
ing bruited about as replacement for 
Водар. One is BIR deputy commis- 
sioner Lalain Hefti, a career CPA- 
lawyer at the bureau who rose 
through the ranks. 

In all likelihood, she will just be- 
come the OIC, a temporary appoint- 
ment, while the Palace waits for the 
right time to put the one anointed by 
the “wolves.” 

Word is going around that the 
“wolves” are going to take control of 
the bureau through the appointment 
of a former functionary in the Wrist 
Band administration, 


DA seeks P10-B additional budget for 2008 


From page BI 


would cover the repair of irrigation 
canals servicing 80,000 to 100,000 
hectares of land from March to July 
2008. 

The DAS target is to rehabilitate ir- 
rigation facilities covering 300,000 
hectares in three years, which would 
require a total budget of P22 billion. 

To reduce wastages and posthar- 
vest losses, about P2 billion will be al- 
lotted for 3,000 biomass devices in 
rice- and corn-production areas in 
2008. Postharvest losses usually 


amount to 20 percent of the total 
yields for rice and corn. 

To preserve the quality of veg- 
etable harvests, another P1 billion is 
needed in 2008 to build tram lines 
through mountain passes and along 
cold chain storage facilities in pro- 
duction areas and “bagsakan” cen- 
ters. 

Another P1 billion will be used to 
build hatcheries and aquaculture 
growout zones for fishing communi- 
ties to spur the growth of the fisheries 
sector to 10 percent in 2008, from an 
annual average of 8 percent in the 


past five years, Yap said. 

То boost the production of dairy 
products, white corn, vegetables 
and chicken eggs, another P1 billion 
has been earmarked for programs 
while another P1 billion will be used 
to open new areas for development 
through the construction of farm- 
to-market roads leading to new and 
existing areas for biofuels produc- 
tion. 

Yap said the DA was aiming to in- 
crease annual farm growth from the 
current average of 3-4 percent to at 
least 5-6 percent for the next decade, 
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By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


SM DEVELOPMENT CORP, THE CONDO- 
minium builder of mall tycoon Henry Sy, may 
raise P5 billion in new funds from either debt 
or additional share sales this year to fund pn 
jects and acquire lands. 

“Its part of our plan, to raise new funds this 
year. But it depends (since) we have enough 
liquid assets,” SMDC president Roger 
Cabunag said. “We will study the market and 
see if it's favorable.” 
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BusiNESS 
SM unit plans to raise 
P5B in new funds 


Mezza Residences will have four 38-story 
towers connected by a retail podium. Each of 
the buildings will have one-, two-, or three- 
bedroom cuts of 20, 40, and 60 square me- 
ters. Mezza Residences is selling a total of 
2,420 units and is expected to be completed 
in three years. Total estimated cost to com- 
plete the Mezza project is P2.36 billion. 

‘The company has earmarked almost P7 bil- 
lion in three major residential projects over 
thenext three years. 

These are the P5.4-billion Grass Resi- 


In the second half, Cabunag said that SMUNIT/B6 
SMDC was proceed- 
ing with its Mezza 
Residences, a resi- 
dential and commer- 
cial condominium 
project being under- 
taken in joint venture 
with sister firm Ban- 
code Oro. 
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STRATEGIC Business ECONOMICS PROGRAM 


invites you to the following: 


Now on its 33rd year, the SBEP 
invites SENIOR EXECUTIVES, ENTREPRENEURS, 
GOVERNMENT and NGO LEADERS 
who want to face GLOBALIZATION by being: 
more STRATEGIC in THINKING 
more GROUNDED on ECONOMIC TOOLS for business 
and more SOCIALLY-COMMITTED 
to the 


Executive CBE 


(Certificate in Business Economics) 


Executve MBE 


(Master in Business Economics) 


ORIENTATION 


JUNE 15 & JUNE 22, 2007 
5:00pm at the Executive Lounge 
Administrative & Library Bldg. (ALB), UA8:P = 
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А Seminar, on the Use of 
Financial Derivatives 


General Concepts of Derivatives - Financial Options - Warrants 
Convertible Debt & Convertible Preferred Shares - Securitization 
Interest Rate Swaps - Interest Rate Derivatives - Currency Swaps & 
Forwards - Other Currency Derivatives 


August 28 & 30, 2007 
8:00AM TO 5:00PM 
5/E, TELENGTAN HALL, APEC COMMUNICATIONS BLDG., 


Speakers 


2 MR. LITO BIACORA 
VP for Financial Markets & Treasury Group, Bank of the Philippine Islands 


DIMANLIG 


DR. AARNB 
Asst. VP 8c Head of Market Risk Department, Bank of the Philippine Islands 


MANILA For details, you may call: CEB! 

Ms. Alonica R. Salazar Mr.Pedro С. Dimaculangan 
6/F, School of Economics. Suite 305, Centro Maximo Bldg. 
APEC Communications Bldg., UA&P D. Jakosalem St., Cebu City 
Peari Drive, Ortigas Center, Pasig City ng 253-4411 Г 
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Imagine being able to order and pay for anything as easily 
as sending an SMS message. That's exactly what happened. 
when Atty. Nicolas Lim, president and CEO of 15. Valley 
Bank in Iligan, Mindanao, found himself full of work one 
morning and couldn't step out of the office to pay his utility 
bills or even to break for lunch. A very busy man without a 
moment to spare, he brought out his mobile phone equipped 
with GCash, the internationally award-winning mobile 
commerce platform developed by G-Xchange, Inc. (GXI), a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Globe Telecom. 

Atty. Lim made a call to Chicken King, a popular local 
restaurant, and wirelessly paid for his order using GCash 
through his cellphone. Then, a quick SMS message to Lanao 
Electric Co. (LANECO) was all it took to pay bis electric 
bill. A few minutes later, just as he was finishing off the last 
of his paperwork, in came a delivery boy with the fresh, hot 
basket of chicken that he ordered from Chicken King. 


A simple yet powerful demonstration. 

his was a simple yet very powerful demonstration of 
how GCash is well positioned to change the way everyone 
thinks about banking and business,” says Atty. Lim. GCash 
is a pioneering, integrated mobile payment system that 
transforms the mobile phone into a wallet for a secure, fast, 
convenient, accessible, and low-cost means of making money 
transfers and micro payments. 

GCash makes it easy to pay for utility bills, tuition fees, 
donations, and even prepaid airtime from almost anywhere 
in the world. Its real-time capabilities and transactional 
mobility make it an ideal m-commerce channel for rural banks 
and their clients, such as merchants and utility companies. 
GCash-enabled businesses also benefit by being able to 
conveniently pay for their bank loans and to expand their 
customer base beyond their stores’ and offices’ localities. 


A big step forward 

Chicken King is just one of a growing number of 
businesses that are enjoying the freedom and utility of GCash. 
“Dumami ang mga benta namin lalo na ang mga delivery: 
Mas madali kasing nakapagpapa-deliver ang mga customers 
dahil sa GCash,” said Lucila Salgado, a cashier at Chicken 
King, She pointed out that business has boomed since the 
restaurant is now able to cater to more customers especially 
those who want to enjoy a satisfying meal but are too busy 
to step out for a bite to eat. 


GCash benefits everyone down the line 

RBAP-MABS affiliated banks such аз 1°! Valley Bank 
enable their corporate and SME clients, including basic utility 
companies, to accept GCash payments in their respective 


ТЧ 


establishments. This allows 

employees who receive their 

salaries through GCash to pay for 

goods and services wirelessly. In 

tum, the businesses can use the | 

GCash they received to pay for 

their outstanding bank loans or 

credit to their deposit accounts 

“without physically going to the bank. As a result, everyone 
down the line benefits from the wireless convenience of m- 
commerce with GCash. 


Assisting local businesses 

n the same way that individual consumers reap the 
rewards of GCash, these merchants also fully utilize GCash 
capabilities by expanding their services. It is much more 
convenient to offer delivery services, for example, to customers 
as far away as Manila. Sales are increased as merchants allow 
customers to pay for purchases using GCash. Plus, merchants 
сап send back the GCash-generated sales directly to the likes 
of 191 Valley Bank via the new MABS-designed Text- 
Deposit service, This empowers the merchants to better and 
more safely manage their bank accounts 

‘Moreover, the challenges brought about by maintaining 
а credit card account are eliminated as merchants can very 
easily convert their GCash into cash or deposit directly into 
their account for the smallest of fees. 


A growing list of affiliates 

А growing number of merchants from groceries to 
pharmacies are now accepting GCash as their wireless m- 
commerce solution of choice, including LANECO, one of 
Mindanao's major power suppliers. Some 56,000 LANECO 
customers now stand to benefit from the partnership, which 
will enable them to instantly and wirelessly pay for their 
electric bills through their Globe-powered mobile phones. 
LANECO, in tur, is able to simplify its logistics and keep 
its loan payments up-to-date through GCash. 


Revolutionizing the future 

“GXI constantly works to enable rural banks and small 
businesses to mutually benefit from the convenience and 
power of m-commerce via GCasb. Even now, GCash is already 
revolutionizing the country's mobile economy iff unprecedented 
ways," says Rizza Maniego-Eala, president of GXI, the Globe 
subsidiary behind GCash. 

At this rate, it seems that it won't be long now before 
everyone can order and pay for а fresh hot meal -or just 
about anything else, for that matter -using nothing more than 
their mobile phones. 
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Vitarich gets court nod 
to proceed with rehab 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


‘POULTRY AND FEEDS FIRM Vi- 
ifarich Corp. said yesterday it has ob- 
{ained court approval from the Bula- 
сап regional trial court to proceed 
{with its rehabilitation plan. 
© Vitarich, in a disclosure to the stock 
‘exchange, partly cited a decision last 
lay 31, penned by Judge Danilo Man- 
'alastas of the Malolos trial court. In that 
-decision, the court directed Vitarich to 
“implement the rehabilitation scheme 
‘and to submit monthly reports on the 
“xecution of the plan to both the court 
and the rehabilitation receiver. 
Ў, The Philippine Stock Exchange is 


First Pacific 


THE FIRST PACIFIC-METRO PACIFIC 
“Group is looking at manufacturing, 
оо and beverage, and power as pos- 
sible industries to invest їп. 

2 -First Pacific managing director and 
{thief executive and concurrent Metro 
Pacific Investments Corp. (MPIC) 


seeking additional information on the 
matter from Vitarich. Officials of the 
company could not respond to the In- 
‘quiner’s queries on additional details 
of the approved rehabilitation plan as 
of presstime. 

The court earlier appointed Melito 
Salazar Jr. as the company's rehabili- 
tation receiver to evaluate the compa- 
nys financial recovery plan. 

Vitarich filed its petition in 2006 for 
debt relief with the Malolos RTC where 
its facilities are located. It cited financial 
constraints stemming from the Asian cur- 
tency crisis of 1998 and the aviation fiu 
outbreak that lashed sales of chicken. 

Ina stay order issued last Sept. 19, 


the Malolos court allowed Vitarich to 
temporarily suspend debt payments. 

Vitarich was looking at two strategies 
under its proposed rehabilitation petition 
to pay back some P3.2 bilion in bank 
loans. Vitarich had said that the first strat- 
egy would involve the restructuring of its 
деш. The plan assumes that interest rates 
will be reduced from about 9 percent to 
14 percent and the repayment period will 
be extended from 12 to 15 years. 

The second strategy would involve 
the conversion of half of the debt into re- 
ceiver’ capital notes. The notes will give 
the holders common share-like benefits, 
such asa share in the profits of the com- 
pany but without the right to vote. 


eyes new industries 


chair Manuel Pangilinan said manu- 
facturing and food and beverage were 
a few of the industries the group was 
looking at in the Philippines and other 
countries after First Pacific announced 
last month that its Singaporean unit 
acquired PT Perusahaan Perkebunan 
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London Sumatra Indonesia Tbk 
(PPLS), a listed Indonesian firm en- 
gaged in breeding, planting, milling 
and selling of palm oil products. 

Separately, MPIC president Jose Ма. 
Lim said the group was still interested to 
participate in a possible bid for National 

‘Transmission Co. 
Cransco) to operate 
the nationwide power 
gid. 

“Transco is to be 
bid out in December 
We were interested 
and we will continue 
to be interested. 
Whether it's First Pa- 
cific or MPIC remains 
to be seen,” Lim said 
following a seminar 
by the Economic 
Journalists Associa- 
tion of the Philippines 
in parmership with 
San Miguel Corp. at 
the Holiday Inn Clark 
during the weekend. 

In the food and 
beverage business, the. 
First Pacific Group, 
through First Pacific 
Brands, made an ag- 
gressive move in 2005 
to buy 40 percent of 
Asia's biggest pineap- 
ple products maker, 
Del Monte Pacific Lid., 
from Cirio Finanziaria 
SpA, lays largest 
tinned food maker. 
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IBM Tape Drive Hard Bundle Option. 
p 


IBM System x3650 ем nena, 
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1088МН: FSB wn ЖОМВ L2 Cache (Dual Capable) 
2x S188121 TS К SAS HOOKS 


PRICE: Php 210.000.00* 


18M 357203 DOS Gen Tape Dove (Pit eso 
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Dua Coe Yao Preso 510718584. 
NOE а Ска Dat Cope) 

1x TIGE OK UD SAS Hao HOO. 
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PRICE: Php 140,000.06 


IBM System x3400 px: nsan 


asco тез eono roca 5110 M 
oss FS AU Cove, 2x STANG PC2 SID 
SEP FED 20 pn ECC СОЯ SDRAM MAR 
12 363 1 UD SAS Hap OO 
121368 1O UID SAS Hota HOO. FREE 
TEM Sener RAD BK SAS бинти КАБЕН 


PRICE: Pho 13300000 


p 
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PRICE: Php 197.500, 
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bagy BusiNESS NED:| 
Vehicle sales up 18% in first 5 months to 44,522 units 


By Ronnel W. 
Domingo 


TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2007 


to 37,828 units in the cent of the full-year turnover of commer- cent,” the report 
year-ago period. target of 103,000 cial vehicles grew said. Ф, 


The volume sold units. 22.4 percent so far The commercial Фу, Pues GROW your BUSINESS 
SUSTAINED STRONG from January May "Year-to-date sales while that of passen- pickup vehicle seg- || 20% 0 Prec 
from ONE to MANY. 


sales of new models, represented 43 per- figures show that ger cars grew 10 per- VEHICLE! B6 9529 soon 
especially of Asian 
utility vehicles used by 


STRONGHOLD INSURANCE COMPANY, INC 


small. businesses, 
rewed up domestic 
vehicle sales by 17.7 
percent in he first five 
months, local assem- 
blers reported yester- 
day. 

Elizabeth H. lee, | Treasury Bills 
president of the | Stocks ... 
Chamber of Automo- | Real Estate .... 

Manufacturers | Security Fund 

ciation of the |Cash on Hand and in Banks . 

lippines (Campi), | Premiums Receivable ....... — 
said the industry's | premiums Due From Ceding Companies .. 
performance was al- | Reinsurance Recoverable on Losses 


зо largely due to the 
Accrued Investment Income ..... 
Eo eter business | EDP Equipment 


and better business 
climate with the TOTAL ADMITTED ASSETS 


stronger peso against 
foreign currencies. 

“Marketing activi- 
ties have been robust 
with better financing 
offered by banks, 
making it easier for 
buyers to purchase 
the needed vehicles,” 
Lee said. 

“Growth of small 
and medium busi- 
nesses are also being 
felt with the surge in 
commercial vehicle 
sales where buyers 
get pickup trucks 
and vans for business 
use,” she added. 

Lee said the trend 
of continued growth 
was expected in June 
as well, such that the 
industry expects to 
hurdle the 100,000- 
unit mark this year. 

In a joint report 
with the Truck Manu- 
facturers Association, 
Campi said the two 
groups sold a total of 
44,522 unis as of 
end-May compared 


SYNOPSIS OF ANNUAL STATEMENT 
As of December 31, 2004 


ADMITTED ASSETS 


LIABILITIES 


Losses and Claims Payable .... 

Loss Adjustment Expenses Payable 
Reserve for Unearned Premiums 
Catastrophe Loss Reserve 

Premiums Due to Reinsurers 3 
Premiums Reserve Withheld for Reinsurers 
Taxes Payable 

Unearned Bond Discount 

Other Liabilities ... 


Total Lial 


STOCKHOLDERS” EQUITY 
Capital Stock Paid-up 
Contibuted Surplus 
Retained Eamings . 


Total Stockholders’ Equity. 


TOTAL LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS? EQUITY ....... 


78,882,448.69 
17,969,54037 
9,665,882.10 
19,021.00 
16,993,193.32 
58,668,979 39 
154273,714.33 
68,435,007.73 
370,010.33 
1,408,661.53. 


Р 406,686,518.79 


46,120,119.05 
769,586.26 
87,078,177.42 
2,365,436.09 
80,031,399.99 
13,957,628.78 
22,818,942.43 
3,172,885.00 
1,707,684.46 


P 258,021,859.48 


р 70,000,000.00 
2,359,997.07 


P 14866465931 
Р 406,686,518.79 


(This Synopsis, prepared from the 2004 Annual Statement, 
approved by the Insurance Commissioner, is published pursuant 
to Section 225 of the Insurance Code of 1978, as amended.) 


б^ 
THE A TO Z OF BUYING A FRANCHISE 
8:30 am to 12:30 nn 
KNOW the ins and outs of investing їп a franchise. 
and MEET and MATCH with launching franchisors! 
FRANCHISE PRESENTORS: 
+ THEGENERICSPHARMACY 
- BLUE WATER DAY SPA 
- FELISSA FACIAL & BODY SPA (MALAYSIA) 
- CARTRIDGE WORLD. 


+ 3DME (PHOTOWIZARDS, INC) 
ANO MANY MOREN 


FOR DETAILS CONTACT: 

Ж 638-3142/49/50;910-6544/45 

A 638-3141 (Fax) 

& 0917-835-5530 (Globe) 
0920-961-0810 (Smart) 

T info@francorp.com.ph 


NCHISE IT! 


HOW TO FRANCHISE YOUR BUSINESS 
1:00- 5:00pm 
*DISCOVER the advantages of franchising and 
how it can work for you 
"FIND OUT if your business is franchisable 
"KNOW the trends & opportunities in franchising 
LEARN about Franchise Development 
"BEINSPIRED with Franchise Success Stories 


FREE Franchise Assessment / Consultation 


Francorp' 


The Franchising Leader 


GLOBAL FRANCHISE 
MARKETING, INC. 


1 li 
QuickBooks 2007 feran Business Types 
Business Finance Management Made Easy! 


Quick and Easy Way to QuickBooks Premi 


Manage your Business with industry specific editions 


We recognise hal erent industries have diferent needs and 
тезше deren tinge mter Accouning star. arre 
ааа Prener comes wih ndustry spect eons 

* Accountants Edition 
Ñ - Construction Business Edition 
“Manufacturers and Wholesalers Edition 
| - Non-Profit Organisations Edition 
+ Professional Service Businesses Edition 

Й - Property Managers Edition 

* Retailers Edition 


Call Now!!! And See What 
You've Been Missing 


Эбш got a FREE] AVG Anti-Virus (1 user leans) upon 
‘any version of Quickbooks Accounting 


533-1562 | 533-3612 
- 533-6040 


V www. mbeedsysters.com 


=y DE ANG Anti-Virus 


533-1562 | 53 


Boie-Takeda celebrates Mother Company's 
226th Foundation Day 


Takeda, а multinational pharmaceutical company that originated from Japan more than two 
centuries ago. launches its "Worldwide Takeda-ism Month" today in celebration of its 
foundation. Worldwide Takeda-ism Month is a concerted effort by all Takeda offices around the 
globe to promote and strengthen its unifying philosophy of "Takeda-ism," which represents 
integrity as being equal to "fairness, honesty and perseverance.” 

In the Philippines, Boie-Takeda Chemicals, Inc. joins this worldwide campaign by 
launching a series of activities and communications involving its employees, as well as the 
medical community. in its effort to renew and reinforce its corporate identity, and to further 
secure its place in the local pharmaceuticals industry. These efforts are being spearheaded by the 
Human Resources and Marketing Communications teams of the company 

Takeda is a research-based global company focusing mainly on pharmaceuticals. It is the 
largest pharmaceutical company in Japan and among the leaders in the world. Takeda's mission 
is to provide better health for individuals and to achieve progress in medicine through the 
research, development, manufacturing. and marketing of a wide range of superior 
pharmaceutical products. 


From humble and traditional to global and hi-tech 
What is now a company producing breakthrough medicines 
for the world, interestingly. began quite humbly in 1781 when 32- 
| year old Chobei Takeda 1 started the business selling only 
traditional Japanese and Chinese medicines in the Doshomachi 
district in Osaka. Doshomachi is historically, and even up to this 
day. considered the center of the medicine trade in Japan. 
Takeda's small shop then bought medicines from wholesalers, 
then divided them into smaller batches and sold them to local 

medicine merchants and doctors 
— Through the years, Такеда company shifted its concentration 
to Western medicine, leading other Japanese medicine retailers in 
Chobei Takedal, Founder | its importation. Then, research and development (R&D), 
manufacturing and marketing were all integrated within the business. The company also 
continued to expand to other Asian countries, as well as in Europe and the US. Takeda currently 
has 13 bases outside of Japan. 

Boie-Takeda was organized in the Philippines in 1968 and was one of the very first Takeda 
overseas affiliates. Its establishment initiated the rapid growth of Takeda's international 
network. Boie-Takeda is presently 
headed by Nicolas A. Lansang, Jr. the 
company's first Filipino President and 
General Manager. 


Left: Boie-Takeda offices in Makati City; 
Right: Takeda Head Office in Osaka 


Better health for individuals around the world 

Ethical drugs are Takeda's core business. constituting 87.7% of total net sales. With research 
centers in Japan and the US, the company strives to move these drugs swiftly through the 
development process so that better treatments can be delivered as early as possible to patients 


|| leuprolide acetate. the anti-peptic ulcer agent lansoprazole, the 

$. | anti-hypertensive agent candesartan cilexeti, and the anti- 

etat diabetic agent pioglitazone hydrochloride. Together with sales 

$} {| through licensees, Такеда pharmaceuticals are available in over 

> я 100 countries worldwide. 

Takeda's production network includes the Hikari, Osaka and 

| Shonan plants in Japan. as well as Takeda Ireland Ltd., which 

was newly established in 1997 and manufactures 

drugs for the European and U.S. markets. In addition, Takeda has two production facilities in 

Asia. 

On its 226th year of existence, Takeda positions itself as a company driven by research and 

development, and fueled by a strong sense of the value of life, ingrained through its long history 
in the health industry. 


тая} -TAKEDA CHEMICALS INC. 


From left to right: Boie-Takeda (BT) Marketing Director Edwin Villanueva, Dr. Joy 
Fontanilla of Asian Hospital and Medical Center, UP College of Medicine Professor 
Emeritus Dr. Augusto Litonjua, Philippine Heart Association (PHA) Vice-President Dr. Efren 
Vicaldo, BT President and General Manager Nick Lansang, Jr, and Dr. Jorge Sison of 
Medical Center Manila (not in photo) form the panel at the recently held breakfast 
symposium organized with the PHA Anmual Convention last May at the Edsa Shangri-La 
Plaza Hotel. The symposium discussed the results of the "CHICAGO Study" showing that, 
compared with glimepiride, pioglitazone slowed down the progression of carotid artery 
intima-media thickness or CIMT-a marker of coronary atherosclerosis-in patients with type 2 
diabetes over an 18-month period. 


For more information, write or call: 
Boie-Takeda Chemicals, Inc., 12th Flr. Skyplaza Bldg., Oledan Square 
6788 Ayala Avenue, Makati City. Tel. Nos.: (632) 886-6954 to 61. 
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[Ba [BUSINESS 
Industry cheers drown out anti-mining protests 


Safeguards in place to protect stakeholders, miners say 


By DaximL. Lucas 

(Second of two parts) 
MOUNT CANATUAN IN SIOCON, 
Zamboanga del Norte, is sacred 
to the Subanon tribe, which in- 
habits the area. 

‘According to legend, it was on 
this mountain where, an ancient 
chieftain named Apu Manglang 
made a covenant with a deity 
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Canadian firm upbeat 
on Abra project 


By Amy R. Remo 


practices,” Anoy said in a press 
conference that shadowed last 
week's 7th Asia-Pacific Mining 
Conference. 


ing groups have themselves to 
blame, especially after some 
overzealous members overplayed 
their pro-environment hand in countries were expected to rise 
the Rapu-Rapu Island mining ac- dramatically as their economies 
cident in 2005. grow. 

In one incident, anti-mining By 2030, he said China would 
groups presented as evidence fish be the world's second largest 
allegedly poisoned by mercury economy and India, the fourth 
that was leaked into the sea from largest. “Together, they would ac- 
the mines, even though no mer- ' count for a combined 18-22 per- 
named Apu Sanag to save the groups or in- cury was used in centoftotal world GDP (gross do- 
Community from being ravaged digenous peo- SPECIAL REPORT ‘teminingfirm’s. mestic product or the value of to- 

operations. The tal economic output,” he said. 


bya disease. * ple. f RONDE a EO EE 
Documents provided by anti- According to ATM nationalco- discovery lebunk criticism. 
mining group Dan Tigil Mina ordinator Jaybee Garganera, a against the mine's operator—Aus- Industry moves forward 
(ATM)—the Stop Mining Al. 1998 study found that 53 percent tralian firm Lafayette—and even- ‘This bodes well for Indonesia 
Vote also described the moun- of all ancestral domains nation- tually paved the way for its re- and the Philippines, which are 
tain as the Subanons venue for wide were affected by mineral opening, and gave a black eye to Asean's richest countries in terms 
its boklog, which is its highest product sharing agreements (MP- anti-mining groups. of mineral resources, he said. 
thanksgiving ritual held every SAs) or mining permits issued by ATM's Garganera admits that This, he added, was despite the 
there are differences of opinion strong anti-mining lobbies in 
both countries. 


seven years. the government. 
“We are talking about 25 mil. on the mode of opposing mining 
lion hectares [of land] directly af- within their broad coalition, In absolute amounts, 
fected,” he said, adding that the some of which are hard line and could mean up to $6.5 billion in 
MPSAS also covered 61 percentof extreme. fresh equity investments for the 
forests declared by the govern “Weare notagainst mining, per country over the next four years, 
mentas protected areas or‘no-go’ se,” he said, explaining that his excluding the income that would 
zones.” groups main concem covered be generated from the extracted 
“If you mine those areas, our mining firms that were unscrupu- minerals themselves. 
country’s forest cover will drop to lousin their dealings with local in- Even Chamber of Mines of the 
below 10 percent, from the 19- habitants and unconcerned about Philippines president Benjamin 
pines) Inc, which started large. percent when the study was their environmental impact. Philip G. Romualdez was unfazed 
Dale mining activities for gold made almost a decade ago,” Gar- “What we're against is the ag- by the anti-mining groups, which 
and silver in late 2004. ganera said. gressive promotion of large-scale continue to hold “as Ltold-you- 
According to tribal chieftain For all mining.” so” examples of events that date 
back to the 1996 Marinduque 
mining accident. 


Jose Anoy, however, the Subanon А 
people were never consulted and Figures that matter 
Ка they never agreed to the weeks mining summit, where — Backattheminingsummit,the "Ме have to move forward,” 
mining activities which have de. participants wereinacongratula- criticism is drowned out by fig. Romualdez said, adding that 
faced their sacred mountain. fory mood about the industry's ures showing how Asean coun- enough safeguards were in place 
“| speak as a Timuay (tribal nascent recovery and excited triesstandtobenefitfromChina’s to protect the interests of all 
chief) of our people when I say about the demand that the pow- ongoing and India’s nascent eco- stakeholders. 
Wwe, the people of Mount Canatu- erhouse Chinese and Indian nomicbooms. “When-one airplane crashed, 
economies are creating. In a presentation, Citigroup's you don’t stop the entire airline 
industry from flying.” 


SM unit plans... Vehicle sales up 18% in first 
(cn 5 months to 44,522 units 


mining Alexander Molyneux said 
the consumption of base metals 
and bulk commodities in both 


2.07 g/t of gold, 0.60 percent 
copper and 7.75 g/t of silver 
over a core width of 134 feet, 
while the third hole intersected 
2.55 g/t of gold, 0.55 percent 
copper and 3.49 g/t of silver 
over a core width of 89 feet. 

This deposit is available for 
expansion and drilling. 

For 2007, Olympus’ projects 
would consist of step-out 
drilling designed to significant- 
ly expand the mineralized 
zone, as well as ground explo- 
Tation programs to test other 
prospective target areas on the 
43-sq km. Capcapo property. 

Preliminary mapping results 
had shown a lot of potential ar- 
eas in Capcapo that could still 
be explored. 

Last year, Olympus entered 
in an option agreement with 
“excellent results from the first Abra Mining. The deal allowed 
hole it drilled, the second and Olympus to have a 60-percent 
third holes on the main Cap- stake in the Capcapo property, 
capo deposit continue to show with Abra retaining a 40-per- 
“significant shallow depth gold cent ownership in the venture. 
and copper mineralization.” Olympus initially invested 

According to the disclosure, $6 million in the project for the 
the second hole intersected exploration stage. 


Familiar refrain 

Anoys complaint is a familiar 
refrain іп а  minerakrich 
archipelago, where almost every 
mining site is covered by ances- 
tral domain claims of tribal 


OLYMPUS PACIFIC MINERALS 
Inc, a Canadian mining firm, 
said it had found "significant" 
amount of gold and copper re- 
sources in its two additional 
drill holes in the Сарсаро Pro- 
jectin Abra. 

In a disclosure to the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange, Abra Min- 
ing and Industrial Corp. said its 
partner, Olympus, had found its 
Capcapo mines to have similari- 
ties, in terms of copper and gold 
resources, with the Baguio- 
Mankayan Gold-Copper District. 

Located 85 kilometers from 
Capcapo, the Baguio- 
this | Mankayan mine has about 60 

million ounces of historic pro- 
duction and current resources. 

Abra reported that following 


Sacred mountain 

In the 1990s, however, small 
scale miners searching for gold 
moved into the area, acquiring a 
government permit to prospect 
for precious metals. 

This right was eventually 
transferred to Canadian firm TVI 
Resource Development (Philip- 


the group's noisy 
protests, however, their message 
reached only the fringes of last 


Bukidnon mining firm 
readies cash dividend 


By Ronnel W. Domingo production and sales report as of 
July 31, 2007, but it was estimat- 
ed to be around $0.00001 per 
share. 

PAIM chief geologist Regie Sel- 
vano said the Gango Gold Rush 
project was one of the promising 
prospects of the company. 

The following estimates were 
used in the computation of the 
dividend—six-year gold produc- 
tion operation, gold ore reserves 


CAGAYAN DE ORO-BASED PEARL 
Asian Mining Industries Inc. said it 
was preparing for a yearly issuance 
of cash dividends as it projects a 
net revenue of some $841,000 
(about P39 million) from the Gan- 
go Gold Rush site in Bukidnon in 
the next six years. 

PAIM, the same symbol it uses 
to trade on the US Over the 


dences, a seven-tower condominium cluster 
on North Edsa, that will offer 5,390 units; the 
P1.4-billion Berkeley Residences, a 35-story 


condominium along Katipunan Avenue in 
Quezon City, and the P261-million Linden- 
‘wood Residences, a 22-hectare subdivision 
near Alabang. 

Lindenwood is a partnership with the 
Madrigal family, the landowner of the project. 
Lindenwood will offer 390 lots averaging at 
350 square meters each and priced at P3.5 
million to P7 million. 

МОС chair Henry Sy Jr also noted that the 
company was studying the possibility of 
putting up a middle-rise condominium on its 
T4-hectare property in Tagaytay to offer af- 
fordable and quality second homes. 


From page BS. 


ment, which includes the subcategories of 
AUVs, light commercial vehicles, light trucks, 
and trucks and buses, accounted for 62 per- 
cent of total sales, 

Al four subcategories showed improvements 
with sales of AUVs going up 27.5 percent to 
12,433 units and of light commercial vehi- 
‘dles—consisting of pickups, vans, compact sports 
utility vehicles—by 17.3 percent to 15,148 units. 
‘The assemblers sold 800 units of light trucks or 
40.8 percent higher while buyers took 352 units 
of trucks and buses or 49.2 percent bener. 


‘Turnover of passenger cars increased 10 
percent to 15,789 units due to promotion 
packages, improved stock level and new mod- 
el introductions. 

In terms of total sales, Toyota Motor Philip- 
pines Corp. kept the lead with 39.2 percent of 
the market. It sold 17,447 units or an increase 
of 19.1 percent. 

Honda Cars Philippines Inc. was second 
with 14.9 percent of the market with sales 
reaching 6,631 units or 32.2 percent higher. 

Mitsubishi Motors Philippines Corp. placed 
third with 12.6 percent of the market, selling 
5,616 units or an increase of 16.4 percent. 


Counter Bulletin Board, said in a 
statement that the projection was 
based on а 50-percent recovery at 
Gango, where ore reserves were 
estimated at around a million 
metric tons and the mine was ex- 
pected to produce for 56 years. 

“PAIM's board will determine 
the final profit sharing-cash divi- 
dend for common shareholders as 
of record date June 30, 2007,” the 
company said 

The cash dividend will be 
based on the year-to-date gold 


of around 1,026,000 MT, cut-off 
average grade of 10 grams per 
tone of ore, 90 production recov- 
ery and a computed life span of 
S6years. 

Located in a barangay of the 
same name in Bukidnon, the 
Gango Gold Rush site, covers a 
total land area of 59 hectares 
with 21 existing tunnels operated 
by members of the local small 
scale miners cooperative as well 
as an operational gold processing 


CLASSIFIEDS 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Republic of the Philippines 
Construction of Upi Water Supply System. 
Construction cl Leve Hi Wale System солай o spring intake structure, storage structure, 
transmission and distribution nos, and other appurtenances, 
Loan No MBUSSP-UWSS 1 
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"e Construction of Up Weler System Buis recened excess о ABC State aaah 
Toecisd a Bd open 


The Municipalty of Up Sharif Kabunsuan now cas те утеп of Lets ot tert 
LO om paras ort ap gbi rh Construction of Level Water System 
consisting af spring intake structure, strage structures, ansmission and distribution 
fines, and other appurtenances. Bidders rou possess а vakt PCAB колье apte o 
еб ype and cost oi he conari ove compiled a ти conc миа vue at Rast 
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Ineresedekziie ers may ctn urterrormalon kon Бе ВАС Secretariat ard sepe 
pd 

Т. 
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pl Municipo Hal, Up, Shri Kabunsuan. 
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Besa and De Guzman 
duo CD launched 


DELLA GAMBOA BESA AND ANAMARIA 
Gregorio de Guzman first met as music stu- 
dents in St. Scholastica’s College. In 1973, they 
were invited to perform Francis Poulenc's Con- 
certo for Two Pianos and Orchestra at the 50* 
anniversary of the school's St. Cecilia's Con- 
cert. Thus, began a partnership that has lasted 
to the present, during which time they are. 
credited with many first performances in the 
Philippines of pieces in the duo-piano reper- 
tory, including a number specially arranged for 
them. They have given performances in every 
important venues in Metro Manila; in major 


The Catindig Family 
wishes to inform all relatives and 
friends of the late 


ROBERTO “BOBBY” 
RAMIREZ CATINDIG 


who died on June 10, 2007 
at the age of 63 


that his remains lie in state at the 
Sanctuarium, No. 739 G. Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City 


Interment will be on June 16, 2007 at 
the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina at 
3:00 p.m. 


cities throughout the country, and in several 
important cities in the US. 

DUO, a recording of Filipino music for two 
pianos was recently launched in Makati City 
and recorded live at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines in December, 2006. it documents 
pieces that are standards in the concert reper- 


For your Classified Ads requirements, call our Classifieds Adverti 
Head Office: 897-8808 loc. 514, 516; 899-4425; 899-4427; 897-8425 (Telefax) 


мака! 


g Hotlines: 


Cubao: 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
192-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 

Kalaw: 528-0213; 527-3342 

Megamall: 635-0219, 635-0220 


toire of the two pianists: compositions that 
draw inspiration from folk songs, kundimans, 
European classics, and American popular mu- 
sic - influences that helped shape the unique 
mélange that is Filipino music today. 
For inquiries, call or 
0920-6241757. 
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Asia stocks recover, bonds calmer after sell-off 


Investors seen to resume riskier trades 


MOST ASIAN STOCK MAR- 


In May China trade — $5 £^ FranklinCovey. 


week on fears of rising global 


0, interest rates, while rising YY . 
surplus up by 73% 0% | Leadership Greatness Workshop 
BEUING—CHINAS MONTH- The US government has [m bra еа 
. е Мизи! Sumitomo. 5 : 
ly trade surplus soared 73 been pressing Bejing for ac- Global markets have July 2-4, 2007 Renaissance Hotel, Makati 
percent in May from a year tion, especially steps to raise calmed since investors 
Ао, a state news agency re- the value of the Chinese cur- dumped both stocks and 
ported Monday, amid US rency. Critics say the yuan is bonds last week on concerns 
prsureonBejpforaeion kept undervalued,- giving sbost rising, borrowing 
оп its yawning trade gap ог Chinese exporters an unfair costs, underlined by rate ris- 5 
aint А sad Now Become а т E 
posee stoner ding ohe o i | esults-oriented leader. 
byUS$22.5 billion, the Xinhua B Yesterday, Chinese share Japanese government 
News Agency said, citing data prices closed 2.11 percent bonds (JGBs) took support 
from China's customs agency. higher as concerns eased that from a recovery by US Trea- Go beyond the usual leadership 
"Thatfigure, close tothe all- the government may intro- suries on Friday that was h. Tak 
time S high ae = pa — ч cool sparked by bargain-hunting approach. Take a breakthrough 
surplus of US$23.8 billion re- the market, dealers said. and short-covering after i i 
ported in October, came de- They said the benchmark benchmark yields had briefly program integrating key and impactful 
spite repeated” Chinese Shanghai index climbed fora jumped to near five-year concepts and principles of Stephen R. 
Pledges to take steps to лаг. fifth straight session amid highs 
row the gap by boosting im- growing investor confidence Analysts said with markets Covey, Jack Welch,Ram Charan, Clayton 
ports and rein in fevered ex that the government will calmer, investors would re- M. Chri : 
port growth. avoid further short-term reg- sume some riskier trades, . Christensen, Fred Reichheld, and 
"The report gave no details ulatory adjustments to the such as borrowing in the low- З 
нн аня Ee ABAPP yielding yen to гы ae Stephen M.R. Covey. Expect to get: 
chase of higher-yielding as- : a ue 
pem NETR * A radically new paradigm for leading in 


Opec has no plans | «secs the Knowledge Worker Age 


two-month high against the 


Я ешо at 1.3352, holding on to Е 3 
to release more oil | sx mate te ast ec \ * A powerful framework for solving chronic 
when the benchmark US ^ 
KUALA LUMPUR, MALAY- Treasury yield rose dramati- leadership problems 
sia—The Organization of cally r E 
Ferroleum Exporting Coun- "The dollar was steady at © Practical leadership skills and tools you can 
tries has no immediate around 121.54 yen, after slid- use the next day 
plans to release more oil in- ing against the Japanese cur- " 
to the market ahead of its rency last week. 


next policy meeting in 2 $9. Japan's Nikkei average Sue Dathe-Douglass, workshop directress. 
September Iran's oil minis- — $e й, rose 0.5 percent by mid-ses- With QR 
ter said Monday. : sion, helped by gains in ex- ith over 30 years of leadership and A 
"Now there is sufficient Pontes suc as Sony Corp. consulting experience with world-renowned NEZ Tanaw ko Gma he 
crude oil in the market, there ost other stock markets ч 
к мк” N Ў рна firms, including Intel, Wal-Mart, Merck, А ё 
Iranian Minister of Petroleum 3 їй | gains, with Hong Kongs Hewlett-Packard, US Air Force, and "a FranklinCovey. 
Kazem Vaziri Hamaneh said Hang Seng, Taiwan's bench- MeDonald's. X РД 
‘on the sidelines of an oikand- mark index and Singapore's E 
gas conference in Malaysia. Straits Times up between 0.6 
Globally, commercial oil and 1.1 percent. 
inventories, including in the 3 MSCI's broadest index of 
United States, “are in a very shares elsewhere in Asia was Take advantage of our Early Bird Rate 
high level,” he said in те- IRANIAN Minister of up 0.4 percent by 0215 СМТ. Individual: PhP 27,000. Group (3 or more): PhP 25,000 per person. 
marks that reflect current Petroleum Kazem Vaziri But the benchmark Korea Regular Rate Individual: PhP 30,000. Group Booking: PhP 27,500 per person. 
Opec thinking that the group Hamanehat the [24 Asia | Composite Stock Price Index 
wants to see global oil stocks Oil and Gas Conference in (Kospi) lost earlier gains to RSVP: Farrah, Irene, Мабейе 
being drawn down moreasa Kuala Lumpur. » | slip0.6 percent, dragged low- AA E IN DS ЕЗ 
way toshore up prices. er by losses іп Doosan Heavy Ы а 
Hamaneh said “he cannot global market, rose 19 cents | Industries and Construction шн 
predict” if benchmark crude to $68.79 a barrel at 0412 | Co. Ltd. following a negative 
ой prices will rise to record GMT, after lungingby 5262 | research note. 
highs. on Friday amid a commodi- | Tradein Korea was expect- 
Tn July 2006, ой prices hit ties sell-off on fears of slower | ed to remain volatile ahead of 
а record high of US$78.40 а economic growth. US crude the simultaneous expiry on 
barre, тозе 15 cents to $6491 after | Thursday of stock options, 
Yesterday, oil prices edged a $2.17 drop. stock index options and stock ^ 
higher, as dealers saw а buy.  TopollexporterSaudiAra- | index futures, an event In cooperation with 


ing ороду after a sharp bia has told їз Asian es | known as tine wishing day LA 
slide, with worries remaining that it will keep supplies | analysts said. C alter medi: е a (8 
over US summer gasoline steady, showing no signs of Gold bounced to around 22 CARERS active brand, inc. * 
‘supplies. attempting to soften oil prices | $651 an ounce after falling to У Де 
‘London Brent crude seen bypumpingextra barrels. AP | its lowest in nearly three 
as more representative of the Reuters months last week on fears of PRESENT 
higher interest rates. Reuters 


UK group In China, telcos fear 
hits G 1 . The Reality of Teens: An Update on Youth Trends 

its Google commercial dead-end || vieras is ison Fi You consumers 
OVer priVACY велося = LEVER- have the suppor ofthe words < 

Е aging its position as the world’s handset makers. 
largest mobile telecoms market “I have a very difficult time 
practices to шене а homegrown third- predicting F this will be a suc- 
E BOUE peel bind n = m ue said Trend Hunter: Unlocking Cool 
FRAN n. ур: е Lynch, the ana- : 

Search leader Google Inc's commercial dead-end for the lyst for Macquarie Securities For Your Youth Brand's Advantage 
commitment to consumer pri- firms embracing i. Based in Hong Kong. 
vacy came under fire from Pri- Although billions of dollars That is bad news for tele- 
Vacy Intemational, a British in contracts will be on ofer coms gear makers Datang Tele- 
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ошу singled out Google fr. leemos are awarded, analysand the parent of top wireless edt Sa ANA iaa 
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on Saturday entitled “А Race to bile system owes more to poli- network. : , to Drive Product Innovation 
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searches. Ще other systems offers faster operators to keep prices down, 
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BSP siphons off P200B in excess liquidity 


Move to bring down money supply growth to below 20% 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


ABOUT P200 BILLION WORTH OF EXCESS 
liquidity in the system has so far been mopped 
up by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas using 
monetary tightening measures it implement- 
ed in May, a ranking official of the central 
bank said. 

The estimate was reported during the Mon- 
etary Board's meeting last Thursday, the offi- 
cial said. 
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One of the tools used by the BSP in siphon- 
ing off excess liquidity in the system was its 
special deposit account, which offers “attrac- 
tive" interest rates. 

In early May, thé BSP changed the rules 
governing its special deposit account or SDA, 
allowing trust departments of banks and even. 
non-bank government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporations access to this facility. 

SDA offers interest rates higher than yields 
on government securities of the same tenors. 

With measures such as the SDA, the BSP 
aims to bring down the growth in domestic 
liquidity to below 20 percent. 

Previously, trust departments of banks 
were not allowed to directly deposit to the 
ВЗР Government-owned and -controlled cor- 
porations were allowed to deposit directly to 
the BSP but they used to enjoy rates that were 
only similar to government securities rates. 

In April, money, as measured by the M3, 
grew by 26.4 percent from year-ago level. 

According to monetary authorities, a liquidity 
growth of beyond 20 percent puts the govem- 
‘ments inflation targets at risk of being breached. 


M3 is a broad measure of money that in- 
cludes cash in circulation, demand deposits, 
savings accounts, small-denomination time 
deposits, money market accounts, Eurodol- 
lars and repurchase agreements. 

The BSR whose mandate includes ensuring 
the stability of consumer prices, has set a tar- 
get of limiting inflation at between 4 and 5 
percent this year, and between 3 and 5 per- 
cent next year. 

In the first five months of this year, inflation 
averaged at 2.7 percent, well on track to stay- 
ing below the government's target. 

But while inflation has so far been benign, 
BSP officials said making moves to control liq- 
uidity growth was necessary to ensure there 
would be no substantial threats to inflation 
targets. 

The source said the BSP was hoping the im- 
plementation of new monetary measures 
would immediately bring down liquidity 
growth to below 20 percent. 

High liquidity growth signals а likely increase 
in aggregate demand for goods and services, 
which could trigger accelerated inflation. 


Gov't urged to address 
labor-skill mismatch issue 


THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC AND 
Development Authority (Neda) 
has called on the government to 
support measures that will ad- 
dress the problem on labor-skill 
mismatch, saying this was one of 
the reasons why the effects of high 
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Earlier, Napocor 


economic growth have not trick- 
led down to the masses. 

Neda Director General Romulo 
Neri said this problem was sub- 
stantial enough to derail the gov- 
ernmenvs efforts to bring down 
the unemployment rate. 

He said that while there were a 
lot of jobs available, the require- 
ments did not match the qualifica- 
tion of many of the unemployed 
‘members of the labor force. 
to the National 
Statistics Office (NSO), the un- 
employment rate stood at 7.8 
percent as of January this year. 
This means that of the about 36.4 
million members of the labor 
force, some 2.8 million were un- 


Neri said there were a lot of 


INSTITUTE ОР 
Management has transferred its 
Asian Center for Entrepreneur- 
ship or ACE program name and 
brand to five of its professors un- 
der an outsourcing agreement. 
The move coincides with the es- 
tablishment of ACE Inc., which 
will use the ACE brand for its non- 
degree and certificate programs. 
‘The AIM agreement with profes- 
sors Eduardo Morato, 
Lopez, Alejandrino Ferreria, Danilo 
Antonio and Francisco Bernardo Ш 
covers the Master in Entrepreneur- 
ship (ME) degree program, along 
with other nondegree and certifi- 
cate programs. The move is in line 
"with AIM's ongoing restructuring 
efforts that will expand its execu- 


The five professors are credit- 
ed for their contributions in the 
development of small-scale en- 
trepreneurship programs. 


Mirant sale gets Napocor nod 


STATE-RUN 
National Power Corp. has finally 
given its formal consent to the 
sale of Atlanta-based Mirant 
Corp's Philippine assets to the 
joint venture between Marubeni 
Corp. and Tokyo Electric Power 
Co., Energy Secretary Raphael 


“Following that, a report will 
be submitted to the (National 
Economic and Development Au- 
thority Investment Coordination 
Committee),” he said, explaining 
that this would just be to inform 
the Cabinet-level body of Napo- 
соз formal approval of the sale. 


Cyril del Callar said the state firm 
had to have "prior knowledge 
(of) and prior consent" to any 
transaction that Mirant would 
undertake with regard to the sale 
of ts Philippine assets. 

He said this was because the sale 


available jobs in the financial ser- 
vices and business process out- 
sourcing industries. There were 
also many companies requiring 
people who have skills in infor- 
mation technology. 

However, he said, only a small 
fraction of the country's fresh grad- 
uates were skilled in these areas. 

Neri said the Technical Educa- 
tion and Skills Development Au- 
thority (Tesda) had programs to 
address the problem. He added 
though that these programs had 
tobe intensified to get the desired 
result of trimming the unemploy- 
mentrate. 

Such programs include talks 
with colleges and universities оп 
the labor mismatch problems and 
encouraging them to offer more 
courses that are needed most by 
businesses. 

Neri said schools should like- 
wise conduct talks with students 
and their parents to guide them 
on what courses are advisable to 
take. Michelle V Remo 


АТМ OKs outsourcing deal 


Under the deal, ACE Inc. will 
continue to manage the ongoing 
ME 12 and 14. A prospective ME 
15 program will also be offered 
under the AIM framework. 

‘AIM president Francis G. Estra- 
da expressed confidence in the 
expected outcome of the agree- 
ment based on the institute's own 
plans to enhance its еп 
trepreneurship programs. 

“АТМ will continue to offer its 
‘own Masters in Entrepreneurship 
degree program beyond the full 
transfer of rights to ACE Inc. after 
the conclusion of ME15 in De- 
cember 2008,” Estrada said. 

“The new AIM entrepreneur- 
ship program will combine the 
academic rigor that the institute's 
degree programs have been 
known for with the risk-taking 
and other characteristics of real 
world entrepreneurship,” he 
added. 


‘Tomas 


of Mirants assets to another entity 
would entail the transfer of the 
company’s independent power 
producer obligations to the buyer. 

Mirant, however, maintained 
that it did not require consent 
from the government to consum- 
mate the sale, as the Atlanta- 
based company was not selling its 
assets in the Philippines but the 
shares of an offshore firm. 

The sale would not affect the 
corporate structure of the 1,200- 
megawatt (MW) Sual and 735- 
MW Pagbilao coal-fired power 
plants, Mirant added. 

The Marubeni-Tepco joint ven- 
ture edged out the only other bid- 
der.for Mirant Philippines—the 
joint venture between Malaysia's 
‘Tanjong Plc and OneEnergy. 

Atlanta-based Mirant last year 
decided to divest its offshore as- 
sets and focus on its American op- 
erations. 
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Text by Anne A. Jambora 
Photos by Rodel Rotoni 


VOTIVE CANDLE 
flickers among 
potted plants in 

the reception area. Soon 
the scent of peppermint 
blankets the cozy little 
office. 

Muted lights gently filter into 
the room to reveal nude sketches 
by artist Pancho Piano on the 
walls. 

A client arrives for his appoint- 
ment and is welcomed like royal- 
ty. He is promptly offered a com- 
fortable pair of slippers and a 
complimentary drink of his 
choice. 

Minutes later he is whisked off 
to the pamper room where a pro- 
fessionally trained masseuse 
gives him a good neck, shoulder, 
hands and back rub. 

But the busy executive did пог 
go there fora massage. He actual- 
ly had a dental appointment. 
Thats right. He was seeing his 
dentist. 

Ashesatonthe dental chair, he 
was given a relaxing leg and foot 
massage as the dentist probed the 
inside of his mouth. 

“The dental clinic is hardly the 
place where you would expect to 
find pleasure. When you get on 
that chair you already know 
whats coming. It is our job to 
make the process as comfortable 
as possible for the patient,” said 
Dr. Agnes Badiola Claros, DMD, 
founder of the Dental 
Spa Manila at 1503 
The Medical Plaza 
Building, Amorsolo 
corner De La Rosa 
Streets, Legazpi Vil- 
lage, Makati (tel 
8936769). 


Childhood 
trauma 

Claros’ decision to 
set up a different 
kind of dental clinic 
‘was prompted by her 
experience as a child, 

Like many chil- 
dren, she feared the 
dentist the most. А 
traumatic experience 
on the chair led to a 
vow that she would try to make 
the experience pleasant if and 
when she became a dentist. 

"We are always conscious of 
how comfortable our patients 
are. If their fingers curl from cold 
or fear we notice that," Claros 
said. 

The massage goes a long way 
in calming clients. Many patients 
fall asleep. A few are so relaxed 
they even snore. 

For Claros, keeping a patient 
relaxed is a win-win situation. 
She and her team get to work 
quickly and effectively without 


HUMOR МЕ. Taz, 
as viewed from 
the dental chair 


b 3 
EASY DOES IT. А good massage 


makes the trip to the dentista 
pleasant experience. 


worrying about their patients” 
well-being; patients feel re- 
freshed and relaxed after the visit. 
they willingly retum for their 
next appointment. 

“No one really wants to see the 
dentist—kids and adults alike. 
‘And 1 cannot do my job if the ра- 
tient is too tense or scared. The 
massage soothes and distracts 
them that they hardly notice my 
probing inside their mouths,” she 
said. 

Claros studied and 
practiced dentistry 
for 10 years in the 
United States and 
was administrator of 
the Princeton Center 
for Implant Dentistry 
in New Jersey. But it 
was her post-gradu- 
ate training at the 
elite Pankey Institute 
for Advanced Dental 
Education in Key 
Brisbane, Florida 
that changed her per- 
spective. 

Pankey is a by-in- 
vitation-only educa- 
tional ^ institution. 
The only alumna 
from the Philippines so far, Claros 
said Pankey changed her perspec- 
tive from micro to macro. 

She leamed the masticatory 
system approach: The teeth did 
not function by themselves but 
together with the bones, gums, 
facial muscles, ear, jaws. 


Comprehensive evaluation 

Thus, a first-time client un- 
dergoes a comprehensive evalu- 
ation. This includes behavioral 
assessment (Claros has a degree 
in psychology), clinical exami- 
nation, radiographs and diag- 
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“ТГ allabout passion patience and 
perseverance,” says Dr. Agnes Badiola 
Claros. 


THE ART of fine dentistry. 
Thereception area speaks 
of the clinic's unique 
approach to patient care. 


Keeping a patient 
relaxed makes the 
experience pleasant for 
the client and lets the 
doctor work quickly 
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Fast And Easy Inch-Loss For Men 


For men who want to lose that 
bulging and unsightly belly quickly 
and easily, now there is a solution! 
Plastic surgeons have invented a 
machine that can “тей away" stubbom 
tummy fat in a patient's lunchbreak — 
ULTRASHAPE. This treatment gets 
rid of unwanted bulges and, unlike 
liposuction, does not require surgery. 
It's very effective in removing excess 
stomach fat, love handles or fat in other 
areas. 

FAST, EFFECTIVE and SAFE, it's 
the most advanced non-invasive 
method of fat reduction to date. It works 
by focusing high frequency ultrasound 
waves from outside the body to 
targeted areas. These ultrasound waves 
break down fat cells without damaging 
blood vessels or other tissues. The fat 
cells are then eliminated through natural 
processes over a period of about 3 
weeks, in the same way the body 
dissipates the discoloration from a 
bruise. 

Ultrashape was founded 5 years ago 
in USA by Ami Glicksman M.D., formerly 
a senior plastic surgeon and Yoram 
Eshel, PhD, MBA, a leading expert in 
high-power ultrasound technology. 
When they developed Ultrashape, it 
was well known that ultrasound waves 


were able to break down and destroy 
fat celis, releasing the fat contained 
within them. Glicksman and Eshel built 
on that to come up with the unique 
concept of Ultrashape. 

Ultrashape is the first and only non- 
surgical fat-destroying treatment. It 
promises a reduction of up to 2 cm. in 
a single session. It is such a hassle- 
free procedure. You walk in, get the 
treatment and go straight to your next 
appointment. It's as easy as that. 
Absolutely no anesthesia, no pain and 
no recovery is needed. Patients can 
resume their normal activities right after 
a treatment. It does not have the risks 


of liposuction and can be used to 
effectively deal with problem areas of 
fat. 

Normally about 4 ог 5 sessions are 
recommended to fully achieve the result 
required. Both men and women who 
have tried it were impressed by the 
immediate results after just a single 
session. Proven effective, Ultrashape 
is definitely a breakthrough in fat 
reduction. 

Ultrashape is now available at Marie 
France FOR MEN. Call 813-7959 for 
your free consultation. All consultations 
and treatments are strictly conducted 
in private. 
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about number of hours 
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А visit to the dentist 
you won't mind making 


“We have to make sure pa- 
tients would be able to keep 
the teeth we restored: What 
good is a restored tooth if the 
gums and bones cannot hold 
it for long?" Claros said. 

Claros educates patients 
onoralcare and hygiene. Pre- 
ferring to deal with one pa- 
tient at a time, Claros has on- 
ly one dental chair in the clin- 
ic. She does not rush her con- 
sultations, and spends time 
with her patients. 
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des, flossing 


nostic casts. 

Establishing ^ doctor-pa- 
tient trust is the primary ob- 
jective at this stage, she said. 

The comprehensive clini- 
cal evaluation that follows in- 
volves learning the patient’s 
medical and dental history, 
examination of the teeth, 
gums and soft tissues. Includ- 
ed also are esthetic consider- 
ations such as the muscles of 
mastication, occlusion, tem- 
poro-mandibular ^ joints 
(TMJ), and head and neck 
structures. 

An appropriate written 
treatment plan is discussed 
with the patient, detailing 
optimal function, comfort, 
health and esthetics. Treat- 
ment, said Claros, would be 
consistent with the patients 
circumstances, objectives 
and temperament. 


improves and accumulati 


mever been talked about 

much as brushing or usi 

mouthwash," she said. 
Claros, who had alwa 


tionship-based clinic in 
country, fulfilled her dre: 


Oral-care training 

“1 invest time in consulta- 
tion. If 1 can convert just one 
non-flossing patient into a 
flossing demon that would 
really make my day" she 
said. 

One of Claros’ laments up- 
on her return to the country 
was the low level of oral-care 
awareness of Filipinos. She 
cites flossing as example. 

“Flossing exercises your 


the clinic is “what I wo 


from sensitivity to the 
tient’s needs, quality care, 


plished if patients don't co 
back for treatments but 
maintenance,” she said. 

the 


E-mail author 


gums. Like toning your mus- 
tones your 
gums, too. Blood circulation 


ion 


of plaque under the gums is 
prevented. Yet flossing has 


as 
ing 


rays 


dreamed of opening a low- 
volume, fee-for-service, rela- 


the 
am 


with the Dental Spa Manila. 
She said the experience at 


uld 


like to feel in a dental office— 


pa- 
at- 


tention to detail, healthcare. T 
feel my mission is accom- 


me 
for 
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INDULGENCE. The 


Pamper room is 


designed to relax the. 


senses and soothe 


SLEEP HELPS THE BODY COPE 
with the day's activities. But it is not 
just how long a person sleeps that 
matters but also how well. 

Ingumrer columnist, entrepreneur 
and fashionista Tessa Prieto-Valdez 
agrees, “Normally, I get four to six 
hours orso of shuteye, and have come 
tolearn that it is not about the quanti- 
ty but the quality of rest." 

Yoga helped her realize how proper 
posture and sleeping habits affect 
people throughout the day. 

She said Tempur also helped her 
sleep better. "Tempur pillows really 
conform to the body. They have the 
right angle and contour to make peo- 
plesleep properly" 

Valdez is so happy with Tempur 
that she uses it in her wellness center, 
Urban Spa. 

"At Urban Spa, we aim to give qual- 
ity, personalized service. We have in- 
tegrated our Tempur pillows for cus- 
tomers who get a full-body massage. 
When they lie on their backs, it 
helps." 

She said: "We also have the Tempur 
Sleep Mask. Among all of the prod- 
ucts, this is the one 1 love. It is so 
good... Its just the right weight. Is 
just enough to cover the light and it 
somehow makes you sleep better." 

Valdez said they let customers use 
the sleep mask midway of the hour- 
long treatment or after 30 minutes 
and the feedback had been positive. 

Tempur products include a variety 
of mattresses, pillows and accessories 
designed to improve comfort when 
sleeping, working, traveling or relax- 
ing. Described by some as the break- 
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TEMPUR molds to 
the body's curves to 
maintain the spine's 
natural alignment. 


through in sleep science in the last 75 
years, Tempur has been recommend- 
ей by medical doctors, chiropractors, 
physiotherapists and osteopaths. 

Tempur responds to the bodys 
temperature and molds to the curves 
of the body to maintain the spine's 
natural alignment. 

Studies indicate Tempur's unique 
pressure-relieving properties reduce 
tossing and turning during sleep by 
upto 80 percent. 

The Tempur pillow molds to the 
natural curvature of the head and 
neck, aligning them with the spine. 
The pillow has also been found to 
help relieve pain, minimize snoring 
and sleep disorders, and provide the 
correct support for the neck. 

Тһе anatomical design and materi- 
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al provide maximum comfort to the 
neck area, allowing the neck and- 
shoulder muscles to relax completely, 
helpful to people with back pains. 

“I was delighted to discover the 
Tempur System,” Dr. Walter Brush, а 
chiropractor said. “I have seen many 
patients with back and neck pain and 
spinal problems, and 1 have found 
that the right sleeping system is help- 
ful in preventing recurring neck and 
back problems.” 

He said he had been recommend- 
ing Tempur products to his patients 
and had achieved excellent results in 
easing their neck and back problems. 

"Tempur, available in 65 countries," 
has a showroom at the 5/L, Shangri 
La Plaza Mall, Edsa cor. Shaw Boule- 
vard, Mandaluyong. Call 6311391. 


Health benefits of brown rice tea 


EARLY TIBETANS, ACCORDING TO 
legend, developed a variety of blends 
from herbs and natural food to com- 
bat the freezing weather and thin 
oxygen in the mountains of Tibet. 

‘Among the exotic food and drinks 
that survived the test of time became 
was what has come to be known as 
brown rice tea. 

Today, a lot of health-conscious 
people and balikbayan (who occa- 
sionally eat brown rice in the Unit- 


who are obese benefit from this promote better circulation). Both tra- 


drink. 

Team Asia Corp., local distributors 
of the Singapore-based Highlanders 
Int'l Pre. Lid., produces Brown Rice 
Tea. It consists of 100-percent all- 
natural ingredients and is based on 
the traditional recipe. 

Aside from natural ingredients, the 
tea has no cholesterol, no caffeine, no 
salt and sugar, no preservatives, and 
no known side effects. Its main com- 


ditional Chinese medicines enhance 
the beverage's health benefits. 


The tea also helps reduce tummy? 


bulge, relax the body, relieve stress] 
and improves sleep. : 


Considered safe for all ages, Brown] 


Rice Tea can be mixed with soups, 
noodles and food, or sipped like regu- : 
lartea. 


It is now available in SM Super- 


market, Robinson's Supermarket, The- 
ponent, high-grade-brown-rice-from-*-tandmark, Watson's and all-leading* 
Thailand, has licorice (that helps pro- groceries and supermarkets nation- 

tect the liver by removitigiimpurities) "wide. Visit www.teamasiacorpora*” 
and dan shen (dilates blood vessels о tion.com. 


Natural solutions to bad breath 


the busy mind. Being 
part of the сїпіс 
service, massages 
are free. 


ed-States-as‘health food), continue 
to patronize it 

"A'survey*indittes: 16 percent of 
overweight Filipinos and 4.7 percent 
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CHRONIC HALITOSIS? TOOTH- 
aches keeping you up at night? Smok- 
ing or drinking leaving your mouth 
dry and your breath sour? 

No need for expensive products to 
keep your teeth and gums healthy 
and your breath fresh. 


Tea tree oil is used by many den- 
tists as a mouthwash and for steriliz- 
ing cavities before filling. Taken from 
the leaves of the melaleuca alternifo- 
lia tree which is native to Australia, 
this oil is a potent natural antiseptic 


from a plant originally from East! 
Africa. Found beneficial for treating’ 
sore throat and tonsillitis, it can also! 
help freshen breath and treat gum. 
disease. 

‘Thyme has antiseptic qualities to? 


that has been used for hundreds of battle mouth ailments. Many herbal- 
years. ists recommend its use to ease colds. 

Myrrh, widely known as one of the and coughs and treat sore throats and , 
gifts to the Baby Jesus, is an extract infected gums. 


In addition to brushing and floss- 
ing, nature may have the solution to 
your problems. 
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SSUMMER PROGRAMS 
ч ; 


Pd ï PA CN 
John Robert Powers has a workshop just for you. 
Personal Style. Image Development. Speaking. Acting. Modeling. 
Make it happen before summer ends. 
Workshops adapted for summer schedules. ^. 
Registration is Limited. x kN 
Call now! 892 9511 927 0465 à 
(Makati City) (Quezon city) 


Casmer Buliding, 195 Salcedo St, Ground Floor Cinderella Building 
Legaspi Village, Makati City 825 EDSA, Quezon City 
Guarded parking nearby Parking on premises 


CONGRATULATIONS 2007 MISS UNIVERSE, RIYO MORI 
JRP. TOKYO SCHOOL STUDENT. 
The stars of tomorrow are at JRP today! 


Chamomile, 


ASS 


known as one of the 
world's most calming 
herbs, can also help 
relieve toothaches, 


What are the organs affected in 
smoking? 


Cigarette smoking is one of the most commonly abused substances 
today. сап wreak havoc in а smoker's body. A vast body of 
кезесе test о бе adverse effects of chronic smoking on cardiac, 
распа and vascular function ss well asthe increased risk for 
Тош forms of cancers. Seven new studies have shown 
Rehab results ofthe dangers of smoking. Hore шс а few of 
еш: 1. Brain, Exposure to cigarette smoke while sll isthe wom 
рома to produce hyperviplasee and increased propensity for 
шешш бебсз aed cogaitiveochavionl disorder. 2. 
Casdiovancalarsystew, Smoking can асу increase tbe жена of 
Steves thereby clevaing. the blood pressure even among вов. 

we indivisa, [з associated with coronary artery 
eaae which menes that arteries are constricted due to deposition 
‘Of plaques within its walls putting the patient at high risk for beart 
SAEI “ш a Polish study, the relasaon of the lei and right 
Тешсез of the heart is impaired before and after smoking one 
еген song healthy individuals. 1m another study of male 
Sens, card artery calcification were evident especially among 
‘hove »ioyear clé. This translates o higher risk for stokes. 3 
Puimone] system, Cigarette smoking i tbe single зоа cuse of 
Chronic Gbotrective Lung Disease. Needless to say, it is also 
‘Sommon factor among individuals who die of Lung Cancer 4. Liver, 
K US based sedy showed tht cigar smoking contributes to the 
Ccourence of primary liver cancer among men. Primary biliary 
За was sso noted among smokers. 5, Kidney, A systematic 
тейеш done in Baltimore, USA came up with 7 studics tet showed 
F significant association between smoking and incidest chronic 
ety discase Am increased risk of developing chronic kidney 
а was associated with male smokers, >20 cigaretea smoked 
жа! mlaking >40 years. Elevated serum cadmium and lead levels in 
‘Smokers also ай to glomerular dysfunction. Nephropathics мс 
AA by войне with an increased Incidence of 
‘icronlbeminuria progressing to proteinuria, followed by type 1 
мааа menl flere (or Kidney failure) 6 Extremities, 
Backing bas also bees related to Boerger's Disease which affects 
{he blood vessels of tbe legs. 
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and bleeding and 
swollen gums. It also 
heals mouth sores. 
Peppermint does 
not only have fresh 
menthol scent that is 
an effective breath: 
freshener but it also 
has antiseptic prop- 
erties that can help’ 
soothe a mild sore 
throat when gargled. 
Propolis or "bee 
glue” has natural an- 
timicrobial and anti- 
bacterial properties. 
A mouthwash with 
propolis may reduce 
plaque. formation: 
and bacteria in the 
mouth. It can relieve 
dental pain and gum 
inflammation. It also 
acts as a moisturizing 
agent to help keep 
the mouth moist, re- 
ducing the incidence 
of bad breath. 
Xylitol is a sweet- 
ener found in the 
bark of birch trees, in 
many fruits and veg- 
etables. It is also pro- 
duced by the human 
body. Unlike regular 
sugar, Xylitol is not 
damaging to oral 
health. It restores the 
pH balance and in- 
hibits cavity growth 
inthemouth. 
Though it looks 
and tastes like sugar, 
it has 40 percent few- 
er carbohydrates and 
75 percent less 
cholesterol 
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of cerebral palsy 


MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT CERE- 
bral palsy that affect some 15 mil- 
lion worldwide are many. 

Often characterized by difficulty 
with fine motor tasks such as main- 
taining balance and walking, as well 
as involuntary movements like un- 
controllable wringing of the hands 
or drooling, cerebral palsy results 
from injuries to the developing 
brain at any time during pregnancy, 
birth or until the age of 3 

‘At its most severe, cerebral palsy 
may result in virtually no muscle 
control, profoundly affecting move- 
ment and speech. 

Izabela Koscielny, co-creator of 
TheraSuit, the latest innovation 


Stalked by a spirit lover 


cumstances of their death and the. 
manner in which they appear in the. 
dreams 

Sometimes itis merely to say good- 
bye, at other times to convey an im- 
portant message, and sometimes to 
ask for help or prayer. Sudden death 
can bring shock to the spirit and, for a 
while, it may feel lost in the spiri 
world. 

In the case of your young child, he 
just wants to teil you and the mem- 
bers of your family that he is happy 


in cerebral palsy management, 
came across the many misconcep- 
tions when her daughter Kaya 
was diagnosed with the condi- 
tion. 

She said many doctors were pes- 
simistic, telling her daughter could 
not expect or do other things. 

But Koscielny did not give up. 
With the help of intensive suit thera- 
py using TheraSuit, her daughter 
can play the violin and the piano 
and even perform physically de- 
manding activities like rock-climb- 
ing. 

Koscielny’s daughter was not the 
only one helped by TheraSuit. A 10- 
month study conducted among 20 


where he is now in the spirit world 
and you should not worry about him. 

Your husband's dream, which you 
also mentioned, is more difficult to 
interpret accurately beyond the obvi- 
ous meaning that he may be always 
thinking of new projects that never 
get off the ground. 

I have no idea of his background 
nor his present issues in life. A dream 
cannot be interpreted properly except 
in the context of the dreamer's life. 

Unless I can ask your husband a 
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Program helps ease effects 


children, it was found that 100 per- 
cent finished the TheraSuit pro- 
gram with notable improvements in 
range of motion and strength. 

Some children even learned to 
crawl, stand independently and 
walk with assisting devices or by 
themselves. 

The Hyperbaric Healing Institute 
that used only Hyperbaric Oxygen 
Therapy has now included suit ther- 
apy in its rehabilitation program for 
adults afflicted with cerebral palsy. 

At present, there is no known 
cure for cerebral palsy. But aware- 
ness and information regarding its 
management helps break stereo- 
types surrounding the condition. 


number of specific questions about 
himself, I would rather not venture to 
interpret his or anyone's dream. 


Note: For inquiries on books, para- 
normal services and seminars on Inner 
Mind Development, ESP and Intuition 
Development, and Soulmates, Karma 
& Reincarnation conducted by this 
writer, please сай 810-7245, 
8926806: or fax 815-9890. 

E-mail the author at inneraware- 
ness 2005@yahoo.com.ph. 
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INQUIRER 


Your Doctor Knows Best 
Cecilia S. Montalban, MD, MScCTM, FPCP, FPSMID _ 


Question: 


My son's playmate was recently admitted in the hospital for Dengue. Is it possible. 
that my son. also has Dengue since he is having fever for three days now? 


Doctor Says... 

Dengue Fever or Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever, 
also known as Н Fever, is an acute viral illness 
that is transmitted thru the bite of a mosquito. 

The Dengue virus has four serotypes, which 
means that anyone could suffer the Dengue 
infection 4x in his/her life. An infection of one 
dengue serotype will give lifelong immunity to 
only one type, but not to the other three types. 

The Dengue infection is endemic in all parts 
of the Philippines. You don't have to travel far 
to geta bite from the mosquito because this type 
of mosquito breeds in our backyards, in places 
such as cans and tires containing stagnant water, 
in our drainage canals, flower pots with long 
standing water or even potholes during the rainy 
season. 

Dengue Fever used to occur only during the 
rainy season (peaks from July to September) 
but not anymore! Recently Dengue has been 
reported during the summer and cold months. 
tis now an all-year-round disease. 

Three to 14 days after the bite of a female. 
Aedes egypti mosquito, non-specific symptoms 
may appear soch as fever, muscle aches, headache, 
loss of appetite or weakness. Some patients 
may only have low-grade fever and very mild 
symptoms, which disappear in 1 to 3 days. 

For those whose symptoms persist, they 
will have “flushed” skin, abdominal pain, and 
some bleeding tendencies, such as nose bleeding, 
gum bleeding or stomach and intestinal bleeding, 
manifested as black (tarry) stools. Rashes all 
over the body are now prominently seen. Patients 
may notice bloody urine, while girls may 
experience profuse menstrual bleeding. If left 
untreated, some patients will bleed profusely 
and go into SHOCK! 

Dengue is a self-limiting disease. Most 
dengue infections can be treated as out-patient 
(seen a the clinics and sent home), but quite a 


number of patients should be hospitalized for 
better observation, treatment and management. 
Monitoring of blood elements such as the white 
cell count, hematocrit and platelet count is 
routine. 

Treatment is supportive. Antipyretics are 
given for fever, but ASPIRIN MUST BE 
AVOIDED (aspirin affects the platelets in the 
blood and may aggravate bleeding). Oral and/ 
ог intravenous hydration is a very important 
component in the management of dengue 
infections. Blood component transfusion 15 
NOT routinely administered and is indicated 
only in the more severe forms of infection. 

Dengue infection occurs in all age groups 
but is more common in children and young 
adults. Most cases of Dengue Fever recover 
completely after the acute illness. 

The best and most effective way to treat 
Dengue is to PREVENT iL How? Simply 
remove all possible breeding places of the 
Aedes egypti mosquito rom your 
surroundings. 

Dengue Hemorshagic Fever is NOT 
FATAL, if managed properly and early. Hence, 
if you have the symptoms attributable to 
Dengue, consult your doctor immediately. 


Dr. Montalban is an Internist/Infectious 
Disease Specialist and Head of the Infectious 
Disease Section of the Philippine General 
Hospital. She holds clinics at the Manila 
Doctors Hospital and San Juan de Dios 
Hospital. Dr Montalban is also an Associate ` 
Professor of the University of the Philippines, 
College of Medicine and a consultant at the 
Research Institute for Tropical Medicine. 
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BALIK-ISKWELA, 


YES, YOUR KIDS CAN ACHIEVE 
THEIR BEST THIS SCHOOL YEAR! 


With the summer days quickly passing 
by, it won't be too long before the school 
yearcomes rolling back in! But it need not 
be a gloomy reminder of the usual school 
routine. As illustrated by up and coming 
celebrities (and full-time students) Carla 
Humphries, Johanna "Kiray" Celis, Miles 
Ocampo, Michael Flores and star athlete 
Chris Tiu, the school experience is one of 
the most rewarding periods in a young 
personis life. 

Eighteen-year old ABS-CBN talent, Carla 
Humphries didn't have to wait to graduate 
from the Center for International Educa- 
tion, where she studies Entrepreneurship. 
With the help of her father an en- 
trepreneur himself, Carla now has her own. 
brokerage account and is taking advantage 
of her course to further her business skills. 
In spite of Carla's showbiz demands, school 
remains a top priority. Like Carla, young 
people need not compromise their interests 
outside school-whether its a part-time job, 
а small business or а hobby-for as long as 
they know their priorities. "Know you pri- 
orities by weighing things," says Carla, who 
often turns to her parents for advice. "And 
listen to your parents because they can help 
you figure out your problems." Who knows, 
maybe that small jewelry business that 
your budding entrepreneur does in her 
spare time could be the start of a bigger 
venture! 

Blue Eagles star player Chris Tiu's hec- 
tic training schedule was never a hin 
drance to completing one of the college's 
most distinguished (and challenging) 
courses: Management Engineering. "All it 
takes is а lot of focus," explains Tiu. "With 
tough professors and during times when 
ме lose our basketball games, 1 remind 
myself to focus even more." In addition to 
schoolwork and basketball trainings, he 
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also managed to fulfill his duties 
as a member of the Sangunniang Ka- 
bataan. Tiu and other top management 
students made an impressive contribution 
to their college as well by setting up an in- 
campus mall that featured various 
establishments. 

For young stars, Miles Ocampo and 
Kiray Celis of the show, Going Bulilit and 
Michael Flores of Super Inggo, TV work 
did not get in the way of their education. 
Miles' sweet demeanor on and off the set 
landed her an initial stint in the Bibbo 
Hotdog commercials. On the other hand, 
11-уеаг old Kiray, who began her TV 
career on the show, Magandang Tanghali 
Bayan with Willie Revillame at the tender 
age of 3, is successfully being home- 
schooled to accommodate a busy work 
schedule. With her natural knack for hu- 
mor Kiray charms both on-screen and off. 
For Michael, his popularity continues to 
grow even as he continues to pursue his 
education at San Vicente School. 

With a lot of great experiences to look 
forward this school year, Metrobank 
Credit Card is the perfect companion for 
all the academic requirements needed for 
a fulfilling year of learning! From enroll- 
ment fees to sports equipment, books to 
cultural trips, Metrobank Credit Card's 
Cash2Go Beat Installment Plan provides 
fast cash at a minimum transaction of 
PHP3,000, with low-interest monthly 
payments, to help with all those school 
expenses so your kids can get the most out 
of their education and be the best that 
they can be this year! 

To avail of the Metrobank Cash2Go 
Beat Installment Plan, call 8-700700 
(Metro Manila) or 1-800-888-5775 (Do- 
mestic Toll-Free) or visit any Metrobank 
branch nationwide. 
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The BEAT Installment Plan 
When you need fast funds 


Enjoy a worry-free enrollment season with Metrobank Card's 


Cash2Go BEAT Installment Plan. Now, accepting phone-in 
applications through 8-700-700. Apply now! 


+ Fast cash for any need ог occasion. 
+ Enjoy low interest rates 
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INSIDE Ойт 
Cory Quirino 


Learn to say yes & no 
to stay trim 


IT 15 A PERENNIAL PROBLEM—HOW TO 
stay slim in a fattening, sinful world of gastro- 
nomic temptations. But the solution is as sim- 
pleas 1-2-3. 

Ready for the pointers? 


Say yes 

Learn to say "yes." Not a limp, uninspiring 
yes, but one with conviction and energy. 50, 
say yes! With a smile. To what? 

Healthy lifestyle—This is the best starting 
point. And it is here where the battle of the 
bulge begins and ends. 

There is no point in being trim if you are 
unhealthy because we all know that, eventu- 
ally, you may end up in the sick bed. 

it is very easy to achieve a slimmer you, but 
you have a choice—the fast and unsafe way or 
the gradual but safe manner. 

Crash diets include unsafe methods like de- 
privation. Example: skipping meals altogeth- 
er, feeding on total protein (which can over- 
load your kidneys), subsisting on caffeine or 
fat-burning supplements/energy boosters 
like premixed drinks, extreme fasting. 

While these may succeed in bringing down 
your weight and reducing inches from your 
Vital statistics, they will eventually lead to or- 
gan breakdown due to nutrient deficiency. 

You could suddenly collapse from lack of 
magnesium, potassium, and other vitamins 
and minerals. 

So, before you begin any diet, keep your 
health in mind. Please. There is only one way 
to slim down and that is the natural way. Yes 
to vegetables and fruits. Practice moderation 
in everything you do. Don't forget exercise, 
good sleep, laughter and forgiveness. 


Sayno 
This is the tricky part. You are familiar with 
the oft-repeated quote: "If its not sinful, its 
fattening,” 

People often use 
this as a license. The 
idea being, since you 
are damned if you 
do, damned if you 
don't, you might as 
well succumb to the 
inevitable conclu- 
sion. 

If you fall for this 
line, then you are 
committing a grave 


sin—against yourself. Saying no can be heav- 
enly if it brings you miraculous results. 

Say no to: excessive eating, drinking and 
partying; fatty foods, sleepless nights, chemi- 
cally concocted “fat-burning supplements,” 
starvation, sadness, bitterness. 


The halfway method 

The key toa slimmer, healthier you is think- 
ing and doing less. 

Less of these can help: 

Food (but not water. Note: The human 
body can survive longer on less food than wa- 
ter). The suggestion is to approach everything 
in halves. 

Imagine yourself in a bazaar and there is a 
big sign--50 percent discount on all items. 
This should be your attitude on all things deli- 
ciously fattening like desserts, sweets, cakes, 
pastries, carbohydrate-rich food, creamy 
sauce-rich food. 

Ifyou take only half of anything you crave, 
you will instantly consume less calories. Isn't 
this an easy method to adopt as it does not de- 
prive you of your favorite things but simply 
eating only half of everything you consider 
sinful and fattening? 

Example: Before you is а plate of cheesecake. 
You can have a big slice and more. Or you can 
simply eat half of a slice—not half of the whole 
cake. Within four weeks of practicing this you 
can easily lose about three inches from your 
waistline and hips. And if you combine this with 
daily exercise such as walking for 30 minutes, 
you get better and faster results. 


"Yes' affirmation 

Commit to yourself first. In your quiet mo- 
ments, close your eyes and embrace the si- 
lence. Now say to yourself, “I grant myself 
permission to be healthier and happier begin- 
ning today” 


Great skin scrub 

Mix in a bowl 3 tbsp of raw oatmeal, 1 tbsp 
virgin coconut oil 2 tbsp ampalaya juice (crush 
the washed skin in a blender and squeeze the 
juice out). After setting aside a separate one for 
the face, rub firmly all over your body from feet 
to neck. Rub the face gently in upward strokes 
avoiding the eye area. Rinse and bathe. 

Each time you say no to things that can rob 
you of good health, you are saying yes to life, 
more importantly to yourself. 

Love and light! 


INNER AWARENESS 


Jaime Licauco 


Stalked by a spirit lover 


1 RECEIVED RECENTLY THE ties see these as openings or en- 
following urgent letter from а try points into their energy field 
reader named Juancho S. whose ог vibratory level. Those women 
girlfriend abroad is being sexual- become mediums or channels of 


ly molested by a spirit. 


the spirit. 


"Lam writing to you in desper- — It is all right if they сай shield 
ation. My fiancée has been themselves from the lower and 
hounded by a certain entity for negative spirits and commune 


quite some time now. 


only with higher positive ones. 


“Iestarted when shewas finish- Bur usually they lack the ability to 
ing medical school. In the middle discern the spirits that come to 
ofthe night, a spirit, who seemed them and they are open to the in- 
to be a man, would get on top of fluences of negative ones. 

her, as if to violate her, until she Sometimes a male spirit gets 


would wake up. 


attracted to a living female be- 


“She would call me up crying, cause the victim resembles a 


mocking her. 


starting to take form! 


Sensitivity 


willed. 


scared and not knowing what to woman the spirit fell in love 
do. It happened several times. with in the past. Sometimes, 
She tried to live with it, until it these spirits are just really de- 
became unbearable because it monic and they are the danger- 
followed her to Nueva Ecija. ous ones. 

“Being an ardent Catholic, she The first line of defense 
tried praying while the spirit was against spirit molestations and 
оп гор ofher, butitseemed itwas possessions is to strengthen 


one's will to fight and prevent 


“Upon the recommendation of these negative elements from 
a brother Mason, we took advice molesting or entering one's body. 
from a Muslim priest, who in- A positive and confident attitude 
structed her to say а prayer and will help. 
gave her blessed water to scatter According to psychic Edgar 
around her apartment. After that, Cayce, “If you align yourself to 
the molestation stopped 
“Now that she is in the States God, then no lower spirit can 
Gersey City, NJ), we thought it bother you. Some healers in the 
was unlikely it would follow her Philippines have suggested that 
since the episodes stopped. But the victim recite the 91st Psalm or 
we were wrong. Since she left in the 23rd Psalm to protect him or 
January, she had three such her from spirit molestation. The 
episodes, and the entity was wearing of the Saint Benedict 


your highest ideal, that is, to your 


medal also has helped many vie- 


“Please help us, І myself-feel tims of demonic possession. It is 
helpless for | no longer know also good against snake bites and 
what to do, plus the fact that 1 poisons.” 
cannot be there for her.” 


Dreams 
Areader from Zamboanga City 


There are women who attract named Abbey wants to know 
spirits, sometimes negative ones what it means if we dream of our 
without intending to. These are departed ones. Her one-and- 
women whose chakras or psychic half year old boy died and mem- 
centers (specially the third orso- bers of her family often dream of 
lar plexus) are open and whose him playing and laughing. “Does 
auras are not shielded. They are he want to tell us something? Is 
also usually very sensitive to the he truly happy in heaven?" 
psychic forces but are weak. Dreams of newly departed 


loved ones can mean different 


They are natural psychics things depending on the cir- 
without realizing it. Spirit enti- STALKED/C3 
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Lessons from “the one who wins the heart 
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nights ago. She required an inter- ae thoughts 
preter as usual, in an elaborate Т 


serup for further translation into 
about 15 languages and 13 Indi- 
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campus of this unique school, the Calebrating 40 years of Defining Excellence 
Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual 
University in Rajasthan, India. SAMPALOC CLASSES OPEN JUNE 23 


af Medicine In Great Britain 
Pwe been a student" for 17 years, GREENHILLS AND ORTIGAS, CLASSES NON OPEN la Bs айну и! - 
and still I feel there's much to im- “CONVERSATIONS - POWER TALKING SKILLS mei KAN 
GLOBAL BUSINESS ENGUETT 
prove. Morning, Afternoon, Evening Classes ka 
Teaching and learning sion where, a she put it, past and. DADI GULZAR. KIDDIE ACADEMY -370 ту Я www .redjuice.o 
vie ech haw something to future are the same and perfect, Dadiis Hindi for vg am name Ka 0 rec) 2 
learn. We each have something to She would remember everything, “Older sister" Gulzar | еных. лт 941 Am Lt) 212 AN HL) Open 7 
teach. For example, we are taught which she then wrote down in de- means" rose 30 PM HELE) Juno 23... 
not to give sorrow. But also we tail, the better to share with oth- garden.” Я ИА 
should not take sorrow. /зотеопе ers the feelings of completeness, Ж Айтпа Cuz-Tapatta 
gives you rotteri fruit, will you take well-being and bliss—what might je: SPEECH ETIQUETTE * WRITING 
it? Sorrow т all its forms is like be imagined, she says, as “being a “The Pioneer Communications Co. 
rotten fruit. When we refuse to child sitting on God's lap"—that GntthMLis о SAMPALOC ORTIGAS 
take the negative thoughts and bad came with the experience. a aa cathe Coe One 
feelings that people hand us, they “Tt came to me asa gift,” she told Parang ба стазата" eat ils 
will lose the habit of giving them.” the students, “and I accepted.” www.wetacademe.com 
wee То the crowds who listen to 
She is one of the three main her, the real gift is that Dadi p= = d Tee 
teachers and co-administrators of Gulzar is able to convey these 
the university. Her name is Hir- feelings as though they, too, had 
daya Mohini, which means "the taken the subtle journey. That's 
‘one who wins the heart.” Dadi an average of 10,000 people each 
(Hindi term of respect for older time, at least 10 times a year. 
sister) is more popularly known They come from everywhere, 
to 900,000 students around the sometimes traveling for days, like 
world (300 of them in the Philip- the Russian students who come 
pines) by the name Gulzar, which by the busloads. 
means “rose garden.” What started as a little school 
Dadi Gulzar was one of the is now in 90 countries, with 8,500 
original wards in a small board- centers teaching Raja Yoga medi- 
ing school for girls set up inSindh tation. Some of the largest com- 
by the royal jeweler Dada Lekraj munities of students outside of 
in 1937. In his new role, he was India and apart from Russia, are 
called Brahma Baba. The school in Australia, Great Britain, the 
concentrated on training in spiri- United States and Malaysia. 
tual principles, and had the same The annual gatherings at the 
group of girls for 14 years. Dadis main campus are a study in har- 
practice has continued to this day, mony. 
70 years later. Ў 
“Brahma Baba used to say 1 Mirror of values 
was а thakar (small image of a “Learn to say ‘yes’ with every op- 
deity made of silver or gold),” Da- portunity to cooperate. We can cre- 
direlated ina classshe conducted ае feelings of peace and happiness 
on Self-Respect, one of the most at will. We need never pick up any 
popular “courses” in the universi- negativity. To get upset means to 
ty “Thus at a very young age, І let others dictate our behavior." 
had felta great sense of worth." ж» 
‘The aspect of the 14-year boot “Fm here to take my leave, Da- 
camp that emphasized silence di,” Isay. 
was the young Hirdaya's favorite. пе fixes me with a drishti, a 
"I have always loved soli- loving gaze—five, maybe 10 sec- 
tude—being very quiet, being onds. The first time I experienced 
peaceful,” she told the class. her drishti was many years ago, 
“Even as a child I spoke very little when I sat in the front row in a 
and very softly. believe that, asa huge hall, listening to her speak. 
result, my intellect remained very She had looked straight at me 
alert. 1 could accurately catch and asked, “Will you ever leave 
"whatever was being conveyed to the Father?" I could not speak for 
me. That is the secret of clear the next 24 hours. 
communication, for each partyto Now, she is reminding me, “In 
have a quiet and accepting prayer you talk to the Father; in 
mind.” meditation you listen. You never 
Mu need to ask anything. You will 
know what He wants you to do." 
“Silence is the seed of all power. 1 swoon vaguely. I feel so... 
It promotes clarity, which facili- clean! Finally Г rise and, before I 
tates accurate decision-making.” сап think, I blurt our, "Is being 
His child enough?” 
Why not women? Dadi motions for me to hold 
The girls in Brahma Baba’s out my hand. She gives me а toli 
boarding school ('kumar!" means (sweet) and says softly, slowly, 
daughter) were prepared to be “God is your Father, Mother, 
spiritual teachers. ‘Teacher, Companion and Friend. 
Dadi Gulzarrecounted in class: Everyday, He offers you His com- 
“Where 1 was born, women pany in all relationships, at all 
played a secondary role in soci- levels. Accept His offer.” 
ety, 125 as if they were locked up, e 
not to be seen or heard from. The Brahma Kumaris is a Unit- 
They were required to dress ina ed Nations Peace Messenger. As 
specific way, covered from head ап educational institution and an 
to toe with just enough opening NGO, it has a consultative status 
for the eyes to see through! No with the United Nations Educa- 
matter how hot it became, they tional, Scientific and Cultural Or- 
had to sweat under those very ganization (Unesco). 
thick garments.” The Philippine service cele- 
She continued: “Brahma Baba brates its 25th anniversary this 
thought, Why shouldn't women year. To mark this milestone, Da- 
be spiritual teachers? Why should. di Gulzar is participating in an en- 
men be the only ones deemed  tertainment/experiential event at 
worthy for that task? By nature, the Araneta Coliseum on Mon- 
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have the inherent qualities of tol- gram is being directed by Ноу ALABANG S КЕТУШ nA Nas] 
erance, love and renunciation.” Quintos, with celebrity hosts Boy 

At15, Dadi Gulzar discovered Abunda, Tessie Tomas, Ricky Tel. No. 724-4992 Tel. No. 842-2513 Tel. No. 872-5249 
her ability to go into what she de- Davao and Timmy Cruz, 
scribed as a “subtle dimension” Dadi Gulzar will address the | 
She would step into that dimen- audience. Call 8907960. US ka ale 
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Common exercise 


mistakes 


By Mitch Felipe. 
Contributor 


AFTER YEARS OF CAREFUL 
study and working with clients. 
in various health clubs, I have 
compiled a list of the most com- 
mon exercise mistakes that 
keep people from achieving the 
outcome they expect. 

Knowing these mistakes is vital for 
those who want to get the most out of 
their workout. 


Improper exercise form, 
technique and breathing 

"This puts you at risk of injuries to the. 
lower back, knee and shoulder Your 
progress might be slowed since only lim- 
ited activities can be performed. 

Learn to stabilize your muscles as you 
execute a particular exercise. For in- 
stance, keep your lower back flat on the 
bench or mat when executing abdominal 
crunches, 

Incorporate proper breathing tech- 
niques into each move by inflating your 
stomach as you inhale and squeezing 
your abs as you exhale. This way you 
regulate the exercise speed, intensity 
and work on your core muscles at the 


same time. 


Not knowing the correct 
exercise frequency, intensity 
and duration 

Working out without any idea of the. 
fitness intensity, exercise frequency 
and duration appropriate for you 
might defeat the purpose of your exer- 
cise and prevent you from improving 
faster. 

ө Frequency—Train your muscles at 
least twice a week on alternate days do- 
ing a form of resistance training, at least 
three times a week doing cardio work- 
out, andlow to moderate movement dai- 
ly, such as walking throughout the day. 

v Intensity—Check your pulse (heart 
rate) and try to maintain 60-75 percent 
of your maximum heart rate (220 minus 
your age) for at least 20 minutes to expe: 
rience improvements in endurance, and 
to avoid over- or under-training. 

‘To determine your heart rate without 
using a monitor, count the number of 
beats per minute by placing your index 
and middle finger over the thumb-side of 
your opposite wrist, or place it on the 
neck just below the angle of your jaw. 

е Duration—Ideally, you should do 
20-45 minutes of weight training and 30- 
60 minutes of cardiovascular workout. 


Improper 
form, technique 
and breathing 
put you at risk 
of injuries 


Duration depends on your exercise goals 
and fitness level. 


Doing too much, too soon 

‘Although you should challenge your 
current fitness level to achieve improve- 
‘ments, overtraining can lead to serious 
injury and drop in performance. 

Try to keep challenges modest but 
gradually progressive. As a rule of 
thumb, try to raise your current intensity 
by not more than 10 percent every week. 


Doing repetitive 
exercise routines 
Avoid doing the same workout every 


time you visit the gym. Change or modify 
your method of training, reps, sets, in- 
tensity every session. Variery is the key to 
sustaining motivation and interest. Tak- 
ing up new challenges and harder goals 
are essential ifyou want to improve. 

There are hundreds of exercise varia- 
lions you can incorporate into your 
workout. Try doing compound exercises 
using free weights, such as performing 
squats with biceps curls or lunges with 
side raises. This combination works 
more muscles in lesser time and burns 
more calories, too. Malte sure you match 
variety with proper intensity. 


Long exercise breaks 

Socializing with friends may take a lot 
of your time. Focus on what you do at the 
moment. tis not the amount of time you 
spend inside the gym, but the amount of 
quality exercise you do that gets results. 


Forcing yourself to do 
a particular exercise 

You have numerous options aside 
from forcing yourself to do exercises that 
do not motivate you or does not match 
your taste. Why push yourself to use the 
bike and other cardio machines if you 
prefer dancing? 

То avoid burnout, do what you enjoy 
most. This promotes adherence and 
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compliance. For example] daily treadmill 
workouts can be replaced by jogging in 
your village park. The change in scenery 
can work wonders. 


Lack of rest, insufficient food 
intake and dehydration 

"These factors are often forgotten dur- 
ing workouts but they greatly affect per- 
formance. You need enough fuel in the 
form of rest, food and water to maximize 
your workout. 

‘Try to sleep more than six hours and 
have at least a day of rest to maximize 
training the following day. 

Eat a light snack 30-60 minutes before. 
and after you work out. Complex carbo- 
hydrates like a sandwich, small serving of 
pasta or rice with protein, or cereals are 
ideal for a pre- or post-workout snack. 

Drink one cup of water 20 minutes be- 
fore a workout and every 15 minutes dur- 
ing workout to rehydrate your body after 
losing water through sweat. This will also 
help you do your workout more efficiently. 


The author is a licensed physical thera- 
pist and is the head consultant of the 
Lifestyle and Weight Management pro- 
gram of Fitness First Phils. She has a mas- 
ter's degree in psychology and is a certified 
personal trainer and group instructor by 
the American Council on Exercise. 


Essential card for discounted service 


of 


CLARITY AESTHETIC AND 
Laser Center has launched the 
Clarity Essential card. 

With the card, members can 
get for P2,500 Clarity's most pop- 
ular services that cost P4,000. 

Carmie de Leon, sales and mar- 
keting director of Clarity Aesthet- 
ic and Laser Center, said the card 
was their way of thanking cus- 
tomers for their loyalty. It was al- 
ёо an opportunity to bring popu 
lar services to potential cus- 
tomers. 

Clarity Essential Card entitles 
the patron to free sessions of 
some of the center's more popu- 
lar services like Intense Diamond 
Peel and facial treatment. She al- 
so gets a skincare kit that includes 
Clarity's skin toner, sunblock gel, 


vitalif, clarifying toner and facial 
scrub, as well as a consultation 
with a dermatologist. 

Those who avail of the Essen- 
tial Card also get discounts on all 
procedures offered. 

Gigi Gaite, marketing officer of 
Clarity Aesthetic and Laser Cen- 
ter, said they wanted to make the. 
services affordable for everyone 
so more people could experience 
the centers expert pampering. 

Clarity Aesthetic and Laser 
Center (tel. 7514929, www.clari- 
ty.com.ph) is at Shangri-La Plaza 
Mall, SM City The Моск and 
Robinsons Place Manila.. Clarity 
Aesthetic and Laser Center is also 
located at Market! Market!, Ala- 
bang Town Center and at Festival 
Supermall. 


INTENSE Diamond Peel is performed to exfoliate dead skin cells. 
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PUT on your running shoes as the 31: 
National Milo Marathon resumes, 


=z} Run for your health 


NOW THAT SUMMER IS 
gone, it is time to leave water 
activities behind and pursue 
other health and wellness 
exercises, like SUE 

Experience the thrill of running 
in the 31st National Milo 
Marathon on June 24 in General 
Santos City. 

‘The latest edition of the country's 
biggest running event began Feb. 4 
in Batangas and has already been 
staged in Palawan, Tarlac and Malo- 
los, Bulacan. Some 20,000 runners 
participated in the first legs of the 
marathon. 

Nestlé assistant vice president 
(AVP) and Milo consumer marketing 
manager Michelle Calo-Alvarillo 
said people were awaiting the re- 


sumption of the National Milo 
Marathon. Milo AVP for sports 
events Pat Goc-ong said they expect- 
ed more people would participate in 
the remaining legs. 

Last year's marathon had a total 
of 186,528 runners, exceeding the 
target of 182,000. 

After General Santos, the 31st Na- 
ional Milo Marathon will be staged 
in Zamboanga, July 1; Davao, July 
8; Manila, July 22; Tagbilaran, July 
29: Tacloban, Aug. 5; Cebu, Aug. 12; 
Dumaguete, Aug. 19; Roxas, Aug. 
26; Iloilo, Sept. 2; Naga, Sept. 9; 
Legazpi, Sept. 16; San Pablo, Sept. 
23; Cagayan de Oro, Sept. 30; Ш- 
gan, Oct. 7; Butuan, Oct. 14; Laoag, 
Oct. 21; Tuguegarao, Oct. 28; and 
Baguio, Nov.4. 

"The National Finals will be held in 


Manila on Nov. 18. 

The National Milo Marathon fea- 
tures events like the 3K Kiddie Run, 
the 5K Fun Run, 5K Media Run (Fi- 
nal Race), 10K Run (Metro Manila 
Race), 21K (Half Marathon) 
Provincial Elimination Races, and 
а 42.195K Full marathon (Metro 
Manila Elimination and Final 
Races) 

Other fun events like the Biggest 
School Delegation Contest, Inter- 
School Running Team Competition, 
as well as the much-anticipated 
Cheerdance Competition, add more 
excitement to the affair. 

The 315: National Milo 
Marathon is being held in partner- 
ship with Bayview Park Hotel Mani- 
la, Adidas and the Department of 
Tourism. 


Take precautions against 
rat-borne leptospirosis 


THE RAINY SEASON, ESPECIALLY ТН 
flooding that occurs, increases the risk of lep- 
tospirosis, a potentially deadly disease 
caused by water contaminated by rat urine or 
feces carrying Leptospira bacteria. 

Leptospirosis can be contracted by swallow- 
ing contaminated food or water or through skin 
contact, especially when the skin is broken. 

Even tiny cuts, blisters and abrasions can 
allow the entry of the Leptospira bacterium. 

Symptoms, like high fever, resemble those 
of other illnesses that the disease is often mis- 
diagnosed. 

Untreated, leptospirosis can lead to kidney 
damage, meningitis, liver failure and respira- 
tory distress. In some cases it is fatal. 

As a preventive measure against lep- 
tospirosis and other rat-borne diseases, Bay- 
er, makers of the Racumin Rodent Control 
System, suggests the control of rodents to re- 
duce threats to public health and safety. 

Leptospirosis, though occurring world- 
wide, is most common in tropical climates 
characterized by heavy rainfall and flooding. 

‘The bacterium requires a wet environment 
that is why more cases are reported during 


the rainy season. 

Tr takes two days to four weeks for symptoms 
to appear. The disease usually begins with high 
fever accompanied by severe headache, chills 
muscle aches and vomiting. 

Jaundice (yellow skin and eyes), red eyes, 
abdominal pain, diarrhea or a rash may also 
be observed. 

Patients who do not receive proper treat- 
ment in time may show signs of recovery for a 
short period only to experience the more se- 
vere second phase of the disease that may in- 
clude meningitis, kidney and liver failure. 

Many symptoms, especially at the early 
stages, can be mistaken for other diseases. Lab- 
oratory testing of a blood or urine sample has to 
be done to confirm the presence of the disease. 
‘The disease is treated with antibiotics. 

‘The risk of leptospirosis can be reduced by 
avoiding contact with contaminated water. Pro- 
tective clothing or footwear should be wom 
when exposed to contaminated water or soil. 

Communities have to control rat and mice 
population, 

‘The Racumin Rodent Control System from 
Bayer can help control rodent population. 


CHILDREN should be allowed to play only 
‘clean water to protect them from disease. 


Each Racumin product contains Coumatetralyl 
that slowly kills rats so they do not develop 
"bait shyness" or associate the product with 
danger. The Racumin Tracking Powder may be. 
used as bait but also doubles asa tracking pow- 
der to determine areas where rats hide. The 
Racumin Ready-Made Bait will draw rodents 
while the Racumin Paste in easy-to-use sachets 
сап be placed in suspected hiding places. 


Get your calcium in “slices” 


CALCIUM IS THE MOST ABUN- 
dant mineral in the body com- 
prising two percent of body 
weight 

Some 99 percent of calcium is 
in the bones and teeth; only one 
percent in the blood and tissue 
cells. 

While calcium is widely known 
to make bones and teeth strong, 
many do not realize that the 
body's reserve of the mineral gets 
depleted as people grow older. 

Much of the calcium is stored. 
in the bones until age 20. In the 
20s to the mid-30s, when the 
bone mass reaches peak levels, 
the skeleton needs to be strength- 
ened to prevent deterioration and 
to protect against diseases like os- 
teoporosis or brittle bone. 

Thus, the body's calcium sup- 
ply needs to be constantly replen- 
ished. 

According to the World Health 
Organization and the Philippines? 
Food and Nutrition Research In- 
stitute, the recommended daily 
calcium intake varies according 
to a person's age and condition. 


The average adult needs 750 mg; 
the elderly and pregnant and lac- 
tating women require 800 mg; 
and children and teenagers, 
1,000 mg. 

Certain leafy green vegetables, 
fruits and legumes contain signif- 
icant amounts of calcium. But 
milk, and its by-produets like yo- 
gurt, cheese, ete., are the major 
calcium sources. 

However, not everyone enjoys 
drinking or can tolerate milk be- 
cause of lactose-intolerance or 
the inability to process properly 
the beverage. Calcium supple- 
ments may be expensive for some 
people. 

In view of this, Gardenia has 
come up with its High Calcium 
Milk Bread. 1t is high in calcium 
and has the creamy taste of milk. 

Just two servings (four slices) 
a day help provide 50 percent of 
an adult's daily calcium needs. 

Gardenia (tel. 8898890, 
wwwgardenia.com.ph) ^ High 
Calcium Milk Bread is available 
in supermarkets, groceries and 
convenience stores nationwide. 
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By Joel V. Nigos 

Ever wonder how your kids are or 
how they behave while in school? 

Schools serve as your children's sec- 
ond home. Aside from attending classes, 
they can do a lot of things there like 
playing with their classmates or involv- 
ing themselves with school activities. 
During this time, they can get thirsty and 
drink the available water 
in school. After their phys- 
ical education classes, 
they would also clean 
themselves using the wa- 
ter in the schools re- 
strooms, 

As a parent, how sure 
are you that the water your 
kids drink or use in school 
is safe and free from con- 
taminants and other bacte- 
ria which can cause dis- 
eases? 

Universities and schools 
should be responsible for 
the safety of the water for drinking and 
used in their campuses. Water in school 
must be safe from bacterial and fecal con- 
tamination since these can cause diar- 
thea, stomach ache and other gastroin- 
testinal diseases, 

According to Sara Soliven-de Guz- 
man, executive vice president of O.B. 
Montessori Center, water safety in 
school is vital as the schooling of the 
child. О.В. Montessori Center is one edu- 
cational institution that tests their water. 
regularly to check if this is safe for use 


and for drinking. 

"Kids that are enrolled in our school 
are our responsibility. That's why we 
want to make sure that the children here 
are safe in everything they do. When we 
are assured that water in our school is 
safe, tbis provides us confidence that in 
case the kids would accidentally drink 
our water, we have nothing to worry 

about. 


О.В. Montessori 


Center 

The ОВ. Montessori 
Center is the pioneer in 
Montessori education in 
the Philippines. Currently 
the largest Montessori 
school in the world, the 
school has astudent popu- 
lation of almost 5,000 en- 
rolled in its four branches 
in Manila, Las Piñas, 
Greenhills, and Angeles 
City, Pampanga. 

The school adheres faithfully to the 
‘pure Montessori system 
cational method discovered and propa- 
gated by the great Dr. Maria Montessori 
‘where "man" becomes the center of edu- 
cation, whose mental growth and devel- 
opment begins at birth. 

The first O.B. Montessori Nursery 
School was organized by Ambassador 
Preciosa Soliven at the Syquia Apart- 
ments in Malate, Manila in 1966. The 
ОВ. Montessori Grade School level 
opened in 1970 after Ambassador Soliv- 
en completed her AMI Elementary 
course for 6-12 year olds in Bergamo, 
Italy. The О.В. Montessori Professional 
High School was established in 1983. In 
1995, O.B. Montessori College opened 
specializing in Culinary Arts and Early 
Childhood Montessori Education. 

"Teachers at the school are trained the 

"Montessori" way and had undergone. 

stringent training for three years 
before being absorbed to the 
school academic commu- 

nity. 


DEGUZMAN 


OB. Montes- 
sori Center cur- 
rently runs the 
23-year old 
Child and 
Community 

Foundation 


ls your water 


|i school safe? 


to the rural communities through the al- 
most a hundred Pagsasarili Schools. 

‘While its primary mission is to devel- 
opa new breed of Filipinos who will be 
leaders in varied fields such as business, 
politics, communications, sports or cul- 
ture, the school has taken its responsi- 
Dility to heart as it take good care of 
even the littlest thing in the school-and 
that includes water safety. 


Qualibet 

For Pinky Tobiano, founder and presi- 
dentof Qualibet Testing Services Inc., wa- 
ter safety in school is important because. 
"children spend more time there than at 
home." While in school, she says, the 
chance to be exposed with water is very 
high especially when the kids are playing 
‘or when they are engage in physical activ- 
ities. "Knowing that your children's school 
takes care of their welfare by making its 
water safe, it would give parents confi- 
dence and peace of min 

She adds that safety is one factor that 
is taken into consideration when par- 
ents choose the school for their kids, 
"Water safety is also a requirement of 
the Department of Education and the 
Philippine Association of Accredited 
Schools, Colleges and Universities 
(PAASCU) to get a license to operate 
and for accreditation. Safe drinking wa- 
ter in school is not a privilege but the 
right of every Filipino. I encourage all 
schools to have their water tested," 

Tobiano says further that third-party 
laboratories provide unbiased testing. 
"Since they are independent companies, 
they can conduct impartial tests regular- 
ly. Complacency or dereliction of duty, 
which can happen in an in-house audit, 
is prevented or even nil.” 

"Tobiano is a cancer survivor who has 
made it her personal advocacy to ensure 
food and water safety for all and not just 
for a privileged few. She's a BS Chem- 
istry graduate from UST and prior to es. 
tablishing Qualibet, she took the "Own- 
ers President Management Course" at 
Harvard from 2000-2003. 

Her company, Qualibet, offers third- 
party testing services for water in 
school, offices, buildings, among other 
areas. The firm is a food, water, pharma- 
ceutical and veterinary testing facility. A 
member of the American Chemical Soci- 
ety and American Association of Analyt- 
ical Chemists, the company is also the 
newest and boasts of the most modern 


KIDS get exposed with water 
in school 


InThis 
School Facility 
IsTested 726 
and Monitore” tt 
Regularly В 
Coa ai 


Gigi Leonardo (left), Qualibet Testing 
and Pinky Tobiano, Qualibet president 


Assurance to Sara Soliven-De Guzman, OB Montessori Center chief 
operating officer and Millet Sta. Ana, OBMC manager. Also in photo are 
Sara's children Manolo and Maxine. OBMC operates with safe water and 


conforms to the DOH requirements for potable water. 
testing facility in the Philippines man- 
aged by US-trained chemists, pharma- 
cists, microbiologists and pathologists. 


Third-party 

De Guzman shares that even before 
Qualibet began testing their water, the 
school already conducts its own regular 
checks. "We have an existing lab facility 
and we have a staff which does that. But 
'we have always sought the opinion of a 
third-party" 

O.B. Montessori acquired the services 
of Qualibet about six months ago, says 
De Guzman. "With an independent par- 
ty doing the tests, we're now more confi- 
dent in our water. With us doing our 
own tests and with a third-party validat- 
ingit, how can we go wrong?" 

‘She says getting the services of a third- 
party has a lot of benefits. "Foremost of 
"which is we are assured that our water in 
the school are regularly monitored.” 

Having regular tests enable them to 
locate which areas in the school where 


basang tor. I also grew up in an educational in- 
PG 


$ 


Д 


м 


The Water 
pThis 


Services Inc. quality control manager 
it, award the Qualibet Seal of 


water is safe and where its not? Which 
areas in school where its safe to drink 
the water and where it's not? "If the wa- 
ter is not safe in a specific area, we can 
immediately take action. We can look 
for alternate sources of water, she says. 

She adds that water being safe does 
not only mean water for drinking but al- 
зо water for washing of hands or for 
bathing or those used in the kitchen. 
"This is because contaminated water 
can also cause skin diseases 


Educator 

De Guzman attended the ОВ. 
Montessori Center from pre-school to 
high school. She obtained her college 
degree from Loyola Marymount Univer- 
sity in Los Angeles and her Montessori 
training course at Wisconsin. She's now 
completing her Master's at UP for educa- 
tion and curriculum development. 

Married to businessman Jon De Guz- 
man for seven years now, she has three. 
kids namely, Maxine, 3; Manolo, 1, and; 
Monique, 5 months old. 

As an educator, she shares, "Ilove ed- 
cation. | feel happy around children. 
It's in my blood, My mother is an educa- 


З stitution. Its a lot of hard work but what 
{balances it and what makes it more ful- 
“filing and satisfying is that chance of 
J molding kids young mind. 

More than anything else, De Guzman 
considers water safety in school as a se- 
rious subject. School administrators like 
her and parents as well should not take 
this lightly so as not to create problems 


in the future. 
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ls the Water in Your 


School Safe and Monitored Regularly? 
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Sara: Soliven de Gui 
Mother, Journalist; ani ый >. 
Executive Vice President of ОВ. МО 


VES RP Staite heen 


Responsible and committed schools and universities should have their water tested and monitored regularly by Qualibet. Water is a serious subject because it may 


cause amoebiasis, diarrhea and other gastrointestinal problems among the students. 


Always look for the seal of assurance, the seal of Qualibet. Call Gigi or Hope at 


0917-8660711 or 0915-6426681 or 0922-8174475 for additional information. Just let us know if you would like to have your water samples picked up for testing. 


‘A Message Of Concern From 


QUALIBET | 


SEAL OF ASSURANCE 


Tel.Nos.: 374-8003 / 372-7993 Fax № 


For A Safer and Better Life 


121 Dangay St. Project 7, Quezon City, Philippines 


Мерей 


QUALIBET TESTING SERVICES CORP. 


410-6048 - E-mail: qualibettesting@yahoo.com 
www. quallbetiab.com 


AT THE launch of the Rendezvous Travel Line of 
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LIFESTYLE 


Miladay Jewels at SM Mall of Asiaare Indonesian 


Ambassador Irzan Tandjung, Isabel Oli and singer 


Christian Bautista. 


Romero and Joey Romero 


NATIONAL Artist Eddie Romero, Carolina 
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GRACE Gobing 


MILADAY creative consultant Mike Mina, Mega Borneo's Chili Pefianco, Bum 


‘Tenorio and Surabaya Tourism Promotion Board's Vernon Prieto 


A jewelry line for the jet-setter 


EYE-CATCHING achievers behind Tropezz, 
sisters two Bianca and Trisha Fernandez 


TALENTED DUO. Chef Kat Pascual and 
Tropez2's chef de cuisine Воо] Supe 


TROPEZZ artistic architects Jun and Cathy 
Cham of Cham-Candelaria, Inc. 


MOTHER of chef Kat P, 
Isa Pascual, and jazz 
singer Mon David 


PRETTY-PRETTY asa picture. Trisha. 
Bermudez, Cessie Colayco, Vicky de Leon 
and Bubbles Aguilar 


ACE photographer Wig Tysmans, Abbygale 
“Arenas-de Leon and Tweetie de Leon- 
Gonzales 


ROM MY MOTHER TO HER PALS, TO 
F my sisters and their gang and today's 

hip, stylish women of taste, bling- 
blings have always been part of their acces- 
sories. 

In fact, one beautiful woman loved bling- 
blings so much that she opened her own jew- 
elry shop. In 1966, the vivacious Milagros 
Dayrit put up Miladay. 

So it was not surprising that tons of jewelry 
enthusiasts rush to Miladay on the second level 
of SM Mall of Asia to check out The Rendezvous 
"Travel Line of Miladay. 

This newest line of the 40-year-old jewelry 
store is composed of dazzling pieces inspired by 
the endless travels of one of the Miladay own- 
ers, smart, witty and sparkling herself, Chris- 
tine Dayrit, dahlings. 

“My Rendezvous Line is bom out of my de- 
sire to create a jewelry collection that will cater 
to both the jewelry aficionados and those filled 
with wanderlust,” says Christine. 

‘The beautiful Dayrits arrived in full dazzling 
force for the launch—Jaqui D. Boncan, 
Michelle D. Soliven, handsome Mark Dayrit 
and Yvonne D. Romualdez—that highlighted 
the Rendezvous Surabaya Collection, gorgeous 
jewelry pieces depicting the allure and mysti- 
‘cism of East Java, Indonesia, one of Christine's 
favorite destinations, palanggas. 

“The colors, sounds, flavor and textures of 
Surabaya are well-ingrained in our designs,” 
says Christine who, by the way, is also a travel 
writer and chair of the Cinema Evaluation 
Board and International Film Festival Commit- 
tee, no less, dahlings. 

Spotted at the launch co-sponsored by Ver- 
mon Prieto's ^ Surabaya 
Tourism Promotion Board 
and Sparkling Surabaya were. 
the hotshot guests of honor: 
the Indonesian Ambassador, 
professor Irzan Tandjung, 
Ph.D; Christian Bautista, Is- 
abel Oli, gorgeous Zsa Zsa 
Padilla, Butch Francisco and 
adorable Boots Anson-Roa, 
plus other bling-bling lovers, 
palanggas. 

Plane tickets were raffled 
off like peanuts including 
business-class for two to Surabaya with five-star 
hotel accommodation, and Hari Raya Package 
for two at The Empire in Brunei. 

Check out Miladay described by Reader's Di- 
gestas “a trusted brand,” which has 10 stores all 
over town, palanggas. 

Call 8968214, 8964505 or 8907738; or visit 
www.miladayjewels.com. 


Hipand hot 

With tons of launches and resto openings go- 
ing on like forever, one happening moi could 
not miss was the glitzy "Red and Gold Party” in 
Greenbelt 3 of the hip, hot and new 
‘Tropezz@Tavern on the Square. The stylish 
beau monde crowd enjoyed the exquisite food 
whipped up by 26-year-young chef de cuisine 
Booj Supe, overflowing booze and superb en- 
tertainment, palanggas. 

‘Tropezz’s main ladies—chef Kat Pascual and 
sisters Bianca and Trisha Fernandez--were 
looking absolutely radiant, making sure every 
member of the beautiful crowd enjoyed every 
minute of his/her stay. 

Another party highlight was the awesome 
display of skills of Tropezz's talented and hand- 
some bartenders. 


WITHOUT 
BATTING 


Maurice 
Arcache 


using Kodak Ea: 


AN EYELASH 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 


MILADAY GEMS. Michelle D. Soliven, Rendezvous Travel Line designer Christine Dayrit, Mark Day 


Boncan and Yvonne D. Romualdez 


Beautiful people who were there included 
Miladay director Christine Dayrit tall, elegant 
artist Marivic Rufino-Buenaventura; Figaro's 
Chit Juan and Joaquin Zamora; brilliant 
lawyers Pablo Gancayco and Dot Ramos-Gan- 
саусо; and artist-manager Sandra Chavez, 
plus so many more like them, palanggas. 

Check out the hot happenings at 
‘Tropezz@Tavern on the Square on the second 
level of Greenbelt 3. Enjoy live bands and yum- 
my dining, palanggas. 


Redefining opulence 

There is nothing like a fabulous head of hair, 
dahlings. So its no wonder that when the 
world-renowned Kerastase Paris launched its 
latest, head-tuming agede- 
fying hair produc, Age 
Recharge, there was a mini 
stampede. 

During the launch of 
Kérastase's Age Recharge, six 
local icons were also intro- 
duced, palanggas: Rina Ortiz 
(yoga enthusiast) for Age 
Recharge; Tweetie de Leon- 
Gonzales (WWF advo- 
cate/model) for Resistance; 
Bianca Araneta (model and 
new mom) for Reflection; 
Jessica Kienle (student/model) for Soleil; Tr- 
isha Bermudez (interior designer) for Nutri- 
tive; and Armand del Rosario (football player) 
for Specifique. 

Over 300 beautiful people were treated to а 
night of pure indulgence and luxury at the new 
dance club Warehouse 135, no less. Invitees 
were transported back to the Victorian era 
through an enchanting waltz number that fea- 
tured an aging Marie Antoinette being trans- 
formed into a young vivacious Kérastase wom- 
an. 

The event was capped by the unveiling of 
icons, as seen through the lens of mega photog- 
rapher Wig Tysmans. 

"Among the eye-catchers were engaged cou- 
ple Dr. Raymond Rufino and Anna Palabyab, 
and mother-to-be Georgia Schultz del 
Rosario, palanggas 


Birthday bash 

Although summer is almost gone, our town is 
stillsizzling from the heat and what seems to be 
an endless stream of happenings, palanggas. 
One in particular had the partying pack paint- 
ing the town red. Publicist Philip Abadicio, to- 
gether with birthday pals mega model Rissa 


s 
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KERASTASE product manager 
Andrew Tan and Shu Uemura's 
stylish young miss with four B's 
Tessa Dragon 


Pilipinas World. 


2007 


Gi 


ERALDINE Ocier 


NORMAD'S Clair 
Concepcion-Barberis 


BACARDI'S 
Genevieve Martinez 


SUPREME Court. 
Justice Consuelo 
Santiago 


LILI Juico 


PAEL Romualdez 


Mananquil-Samson and television host JM 
Rodriguez, celebrated his birthday at the popu- 
lar Fiamma. With fab sounds and the booze 
endlessly flowing, invitees circulated, danced 
and rocked the place, dahlings. 

Eye-catching scene stealers included one-of- 
a kind Celine Lopez, Mandy dela Rama-San- 
tos: gorgeous Amanda Griffin, Mega editor 
and fashionable head-turner Carla Sibal, Sofi- 
tels sparkling-eyed Yasmin Hidalgo; PruLife's 
Rowena Cuyco; hunk Mare Nelson; Normad's 
Clair Concepcion-Barberis, Manet and 
Camille Agbayani; plus so many others like 
them, dahlings. 

Fiamma's handsome owner Paolo Trillo was 
here, there and everywhere, endlessly enter- 
taining with his lady love Rissa MS., natch, 
palanggas. 
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BIRTHDAY PALS. Philip Abadicio and 
gorgeous top model and writer Rissa 
Mananquil 


TALENTED actress Iza 
Calzado and Bram Timmer, 
general manager L'Oreal Phil. 


BUSINESSMAN Andy Soler and 
mega photographer Rupert 
Jacinto 


FASHION TV's Kat Holigores 
and Sunday Inquirer Magazine 
publisher Leica Carpo 


ARMAND del Rosario, Kérastase Specifique 


manager of L'Oreal Phils, gives: 
icon, and Jessica Kienle, Kérastase Soleil 


short welcome speech. 
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BF to MMFF producers: 
Protest-but be polite 


Yeng: I'm not ‘kikay, 
never was maldita” 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


YENG CONSTANTINO, GRAND WINNER 
of the reality based talent search "Pinoy 
Dream Academy" admitted there were mi- 
mor misunderstandings between her and 
the four contestants expelled for bad be- 
havior. 

Jay-R Siaboc, Panky Trinidad, Chad Per- 
alta and Irish Fullerton were sanctioned 
by Dream Big Productions for be- 
having badly while they were in 
the United States for a concert tour. 
There were no complaints about 
Yeng and third-placer Ronnie 
Liang. 

Dream Big is the talent management arm 
of ABS-CBN tasked to oversee the careers 
ofthe Top 6. 

“Nagkatampuhan kami. "Di talaga nai- 
wasan,” Yeng told entertainment writers 
press conference for “Rock Enroll,” her first 
major concert, "But we sat down and dis- 
cussed the problem. We're okay now" 

She added: “Someone said I should 
get used to controversies now that 
Tm in the industry. Pinaghihirapan 
talaga ang show biz.” 


What is your reaction to rumors 

that you're maldita and 1 

suplada to your fans? 
1dontthink about 

intrigues 100 

much. But 1 don't 

remember being 

maldita to anyone. 

Whenever I leave 

the house my 

mind-set is that 

dealing with the 

fans is part of the 

job. When people 

ask to have their 

pictures акеп 

with me, I indulge 

them. 


TAKE 
Five 


People find youa little too boyish. Is that 
the image you want? 

Iwas never a kikay. Astig talaga ako. 1 
have more male, than female, friends. 


Aliw Theater (the venue of Yeng's con- 
cert) is huge. Are you sure you can fill it 
up? 

Tm nervous. This is one of the most 
important events in my life. Its 
my first time to have a maj 

concert: I don't know what to ex- 
pect. If m able to fill at least half 
of Aliw, Га be truly happy. 


Who are your greatest influences in mu- 
sic? 

Artists my age look up to Parokya ni 
Edgar The Eraserheads was already dis- 
banded when I started being interested in 
music. 1 also love listening to the Itchy- 

‘worms, Bamboo, Rivermaya and a num- 
ber of foreign emo rock bands. 


Did you ever imagine perform- 
ing with any of them? 

My band, Morning Glory 
opened for Rivermaya twice; the 
last was at the UP Fair in Febru- 
ary- Kevin Cruz is the drummer, 

Paul Ibarré the guitarist and 

. Emerson Gamat is the 
bassist. 


What was your band- 
mates” reaction to 
your going solo for 
“PDA?” 
They felt bad at first. 
But I assured them 
this was just a 
short engagement, 
that Ilove the band 
and would never 
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Star Cinema entry 
makes it, in spite of last 
year's controversy 

By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


WE WELCOME CONTROVERSIES AND 
criticisms for as long as these are within the 
bounds of fair play—not below-the-belt,” said 
Bayani Fernando during last week's launch of 
the 33rd Metro Manila Film Festival at the 
"Wack-Wack Golf and Country Club. 

Fernando, chair of: letropolitan Manila 
Development Authority, which spearheads 
the film fest, later explained what he meant to 
Inquirer Entertainment in a phone interview 
“IF producers have questions about the film 
fest, they free express them- 
selves—even to protest if needed. But let us 
not disregard rules of civility. Let us be polite 
and professional.” 


Only last year 

Last year, controversy broke after Star Ci 
ema protested the Best Picture results. 
teng Kabisote 3" won over Star's entry, “Kasal, 
Kasali, Kasalo.” By the end of the festival, 
“Kasal” had out-grossed “Enteng,” 

In spite of the intrigues, Star fielded anoth- 
er entry this year—the “Kasa!” sequel, “Sakal, 
Sak Saklolo,” 
again top-billed by 
reallife couple Judy 
‘Ann Santos and Ryan 
Agoncillo. 

Ric — Camaligan, 
MMFF executive 
committee member, 

the Inquirer: “In 

discussions with 
the chair he made 
clear his position. He 
has nothing against 
Star Cinema or any 
producer. He just 
hopes that people 
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will make amends for what happened last 
year" 

Camaligan noted: Despite the enmity gen- 
erated by last year's protests, Star Cinema's 


вк 


ED MERD 


ght і 


Enroll now and get 


3 FREE tama"? 


ре DTENCR Poi No. 2039, Sees 02007 


Il our-slimming professionals now at 


894-BODY (2639) 


a free consultation. 


Choose bayanDSL 


to enjoy a reliable worry-free DSL connection 
Enjoy it 24/7, or you get your money back. 


NO RETURN, NO EXCHANGE? NG 


DON'T GET STUCK WITH A BAD DSL SERVICE. N 


Up to 768kbps for only P899 - Call 449-3118 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 
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entry “Sakal” made it to the first 
batch of six entries, along with 
OctoArts’ fantasy franchise "En- 
teng Kabisote 4,” with Vic Sotto 
and Kristine Hermosa, Regal's 
horror series “Shake, Ваше & 
Roll 9,” with Manilyn Reynes and 
Nash Aguas; Imus/Ignite's sci- 
ence-fiction flick “Resiklo,” with 
Ramon "Bong" Revilla Jr; MAQ's 
family drama "Bahay 

Kubo, with Maricel 

Soriano, and Maver- 

icks OFW saga "Katas 
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MMFF’ criteria puts a premium 
on commercial viability (50 per- 
cent) because its “goal is to raise 
for its beneficia- 
les"—namely the Movie Work- 
ers Welfare Foundation (Mowel- 
fund), Film Academy of the 
Philippines, Motion Picture Anti- 
Film Piracy Council, Optical Me- 
dia Board, Film Development 
Council of the Philip- 
pines and the Presi- 

dents Social Fund. 
Hesaid thatthe film 


ng Saudi,” with Jing- 
goy Estrada and Loma 
"Tolentino. 


Tests goal is to post 
half billion in box-of- 
fice grosses. Last year, 
the film fest almost 
reached its tar 

7 get—with P415 mil- 
lion in earnings during 
its two-week run. 

“In the end, all this 
goes back to the movie industry" 

Fernando said. 
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“We adhered to the rules,” Са- 
maligan pointed out. 
Fernando reiterated 
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Eastwood City 


presents 


Richard Poon 


Watch him bring back the classics, with hits from 
Tony Bennett, Frank Sinatra, Rod Stewart, 
Harry Connick, Jr. and more... 
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THE 5TH MANILA JAZZ FESTI- 
val takes place on June 15 at the 
Grand Sunset Pavilion of the Sofi- 
tel Philippine Plaza Hotel. 

The country's finest jazz musi- 
cians perform with Verni Varga 
and the visiting French trio, 
Thomas Enhco and the Jazz An- 
gels. 

Also performing are: Tots To- 
lentino and the BAT Project 
(avant garde), Mike Guevarra 
and Saxophoro (modem jazz), 
Mar Dizon and Wowie Posadas 
of the Jazz Volunteers (cool 
jazz), Waway Saway 
and the Kadugo Band 
featuring Camille (eth- 
nic jazz beats/ world mu- 
sic), Radioactive Sago 
Project (funk / spoken 
word), Michael Young 
and the Possibilities with Ms. 
Cynthia Alexander (jazz fusion), 
the UP Jazz Ensemble (big band), 
the UST Jazz Band (big band), 
Sino Sikat? (blues / soul), Brass 
Munkeys (swing / be bop), leg- 
endary trumpet and vibraphone 
player Popoy Valmonte and the 
Jewelmer Jazz Band (main 
stream jazz / New Orleans jazz). 

Admission is free. Call 840- 
4538 of e-mail marketing@jew- 


Suow 
TIME 


elmer.com. 


Kundirana '07 

Kundirana “07 ге 

turns to open La Salle 
Greenhills 50th anniver- 
sary celebrations. 

The two-time Aliw 
Awardee for Best Cul- 
tural Group recently re- 

turned from a concert tour all 
over California. 

Last Saturday at the Bro. Rafael 
Donato Arts Center Theater at La 
Salle Greenhills, Kundirana “07 
reprised its American concert pro- 
duction, entitled “Proclamation.” 
On Friday, June 15 at 7:30 p.m., 
the group joins other Kundirana 
alumni batches (1971 to 2006) at 
the anniversary celebrations. 

For tickets, call Beth, 721-8914. 


OCEAN'S 13 
[1563 px 


12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 


OCEAN'S 13. 
атаса Pata 
1:00, 400 


ШЕТ 


PIRATES 3 (er 12:20, 3.40 T 
OCEAN'S 130 


E FILM FEST 
1:00, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 


мтясв Ge 12:30, 2:45 


QU THE ROBINSONS| 
5:00, 7:15, 9:30 


» 799, 10:00] 


Moers ang cedes are зме о change without prar ote 


РНР 


LY INQUIRER. 


ENTERTAINMENT 
Jazz for the Senses, a festival in Manila 


One La Salle 

Lasallian artists perform in the 
concert “We Are One” on June 22 
at the St. Benilde Gym of La Salle 
Greenhills, San Juan. 

‘The concert stars Gary Val 
ciano, Ogie Alcasid, Randy Santi 
go, Rannie Santiago, Jett Pangan, 
Montet Acoymo, Anna Fegi, and 
Kitchie Nadal—all Lasallians. 

"We Are One” is the kickoff 
event for the One La salle cam- 
paign, organized by De La Salle 
Philippines (DLSP). 

Call 526-4634, look for Army 
Padilla or Erwin Flores. 
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Musical theater 

With Stages and Trumpets 
Playshop's production of the hit 
Disney tele-musical "High School 
Musical" this month and next at 
the Meralco Theatre, Audie 
Gemora introduces the freshest 
batch of of local musical theatre 
actors—Sam Concepcion, Cheska 
Ortega, Alex Godinez, and PJ Va- 
lerio, plus almost 50 of the most 
promising young performers in 
the country. 

Call Tickerworld, 891-999, or 
Stages, 818-1111 local 209 or 
225. 


June 12 
Dale Adriatico at RJTV Bar, 
Bel-Air, Makati. Call 899-1658 
Aretha and the Souled Out 
Band at Merk's Bar Bistro, 
Greenbelt 3 


June 13 

Paul Toledo and Gabby Cristo- 
bal at RJTV Bar, Bel-Air, Makati. 
Call 899-1658. 

Eddie K, Romy Posadas, 
Roger Herrera, Popoy Valmonte, 
Mar Dizon, Bo Razon, JJ Cas- 
tafieda, Alvin Cornista and 
Richard Merk at Merk's Bar 
Bistro, Greenbelt 3 
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AUDIE Gemora with the cast of the local version of “High School Musica!” 
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"FANTASTIC FOUR - RISE OF THE SILVER SURFER" 7901040 


TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE!!! 
Showing on June 13, 2007 (Wednesday) 
Call 633-2227 or 633-7851 loc. 171/170 for more details 
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IE «| ENTERTAINMENT 


TUESDAY, = 
JUNE 12, 2007 


It just looks like a friendly smack „= 


Mamahayag (AFIMA) Golf Cup held 
last June 5 at Tagaytay Midlands for 
the benefit of the families of slain 
journalists. Kudos to AFIMA presi- 
dent Benny Antiporda and the mem- 


bers. Your concern for your col- 

leagues is as rare ав а hole-in-one! 
This is not late. I'm still celebrating 

your birthday and all the wonderful 


BUY YOUR 
TICKETS NOW! 
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For ticker inquiries, please call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www ticketnet.com.ph 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


www aranetacoliseum.com 


CHAD & JEREMY together with 
THE ASSOCIATION 
June 15, Friday 8pm 


NCAA OPENING CEREMONIES 
June 23 , Saturday 12 пп 


PSE SILVER SURFER 
Opens tomorrow at > 
ай Ayala Mails Cinemas 
BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
AYALA MALLS CINEMAS’ FANTASTIC FOUR SCREENING SCHEDULES FOR JUNE 13. 


Отаг. iam 20am 41062183. 
(Geared (Bis pm 225 65 6 ванне 


—. 


Cinema 1^ 125 pm, 338,545,755, 1005 


things you are to me all year round. 
Happy birthday, HI 


For one who doesn’t usually run out i 


of words, 1 am sud- 
denly speechless with 
gratitude. My profuse 
thanks to all my read- 
ers from all over the 
globe, friends, col- 
leagues and family 
for helping me bear 
the unbearable these 
past days. Today be- 
ing Indepen- 
dence/Freedom Day, 
1 am indeed jubilant 
that the TRUTH has 
setme free! 

Allow me to share 
Lea Salonga's e- 
mail. Good vibes 
ought to be spread 
around: 

Hi, Dolly! 

Show biz being 
what it is, you dont 
and can't really know 
if a lot of whats go- 
ing on is solely for the 
purpose of getting 
publicity or is really 
sincere. Petty in- 
trigues are all part of 
the phenomenon, 
and 1 guess we all 
have to live with it... 
Then again, 1 usually 
just do my work and 
go home, letting my 
work speak for itself. 
It doesn't gain me a 
lot of friends, but it 
does get me respect. 

At the end of the 
day, that's what mat- 
ters as far-as show 
business is con- 
cerned, and thats 
what I respect in the 
artists that have last- 
ed this long with im- 
peccable track 
records and portfo- 
lios of incredible per- 
formances. 

Hang in there... I 
know that deep 
down, you love the 
business, in spite of 
the occasional spike 
of negativity. Just 
note that Pinoys have 
very short memories. 
In a year or three, 
this will all be forgot- 
ten, 

Lea =) 


Email watering- 


holeshangrila@ya- 
hoo.com. 


Yeng: 
I'm not 
“kikay,” 
never... 


From page El 
leave it. 


7 What is your long- 


term goal? 

То stay in this busi- 
ness for as long as T 
can. 1 also dream of 
opening a music stu- 
dio and renting it out 
to other artists. My 
mom is a good cook. 1 
hope to help her open 
a restaurant, too. 


Other Kapamilya 
artists like Sarah 
Geronimo, Rica 
Peralejo and Rachelle 
Ann Go are going 
back to school. What 
aboutyou? 

1 just finished high 
school and plan go 
back to school. But 
Tm busy with work 
right now. Problem is 
1 don't like home 
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schooling. 1 like be- 
ing surrounded by 
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other students. 
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Would you like to 
try singing in other 
genres? 

Rock music is my 


{28 WEEKS LATER OMA. 
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favorite. I sound bet- 
ter singing it than 
other forms. Its like 
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‘SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


preferring Math to 
other subjects be- 
cause I'm good at it. 


"Rock Enroll: Yeng's 
Rock to School (Back 
to School) Concert” 
will be held on June 
23 at the Aliw Theater 
in Pasay City. 
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ComicRelief АЕ Ч 


BY JIM DAVIS 
YOURE 


TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2007 


GARFIELD. 
WHATS WITH pw) GS you озан) 


A.LIPIN 


"DI ма ALAM QIRINDI NAMAN YON, 
ANG NANGYARI ү) ANG INASIKASO 
SA ELECTIONS | 


T DUST NEVER 
WEIRD LOOK ? ABOUT FOOD AGAIN? 


мие 
LOOKS Like А 
TURKEY LEG 


BABY BLUES 


[зе 


PUGAD BABOY 


NAGHAHANAP ДЮ 
NG OX TRIPE SA SOKI 
KONG MAGKAKARNE + 


[e 
S TERESO A 
Tune as HE 


53 
ет 


MAY POMAKA, 
NG BALA AT KAUNTI NA 
LANG ANG NATIRA - 


à 


LOVEKNOTS 
ЄЙ INDEFENPERCE) TAMANG - 
NET TAMA MAGKA” 
KASAMA TAY 


KULITAN KAYO PAMIN- 
SAN - MINSAN ? 

|" HinDi BA kao, 
GANO'N SA HOTEL? 


SNANG BIMPONA 
LANG DAW. 

SABAY TUMAWA NANG 
ААА BROSM « 


D 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


Huwag, 


X смен нем 
OFF- GUARD МНН 
мч FieR4,TAN- 
TALiziNG PeR- 
SONALitY! 


AND Best OF ALL 
I'M CHEAP! YOU 
CAN Just PAM Me 
IN Cookies: 


For Your SERIES OF PHiLo: 
SoPHICAL DiALoGues? Be- 
cause T HAPPEN to Ве, 
нем, А WoNDERFUL SPEAKER. 


AuDieNCe AND 


Pick +HeiR 
BRAINS! 


зовемо 
MAGIGING 
INFORMER 
SYA NG AFP. 


PAALALA SA 
“ATING NGA 
MAGIGILIW 


KIKO MACHINE 


rafi 


Komuuikasyon, 
KOMUNIKASYON... 


NUN SA ISANG RELASYON- 
“YUN NG RI UG CHA- 
ИЕ TALAGA “PAG NASA 
GANTO KANG MGA KWAN. 

LONG DISTANCE RELA- 
ATOMS 


HARDCORE TALAGA EN, bebe 
(Жома Kuna те. AO, 
ШОЛ 


? pond 
LEX IDEA 
Е 

pu 
E t 
Lu 


NA. 


TERORISTA 


AT MAGIGING 


Eral tange 


MIKROKOSMOS 


TINATAMAD NA'KO 
БА TREE -PLANTING 
ACTWITY PITO SA 
NATURE CLAR / Hinol 
NA “eo INSPIRED NA 
TUMULONG. 


EG 


BUNSOY, ANG 
INSPIRATION 
Mo AY МАМ Е “TEACHER, 
Mismo, 


IBABAGSAK 
KA Ni 


SIGE. 


BYJOMIKETEJIDO 


BY DANIEL SHELTON 


OTHERS бет 
WIDER AND 
WIDER 
») 


ACROSS 

1 Safety от. 

5 Kid around with 

9 Collegiate VIPS 

14 Leg pull 

15 Samoan port 

16 Man and boy 

17 Feel sory for 
oneself 

18 Strapless 
corset 

20 Rome or pippin 

22 Feast 

23 Vote option 

24 Singer 
Morissette 

26 Turkish official 

30 Expenses. 

32 Flgures of 
speoch 

34 Brains 

36 Raison d' 

37 Sound of 
satisfaction 

зв Athlete's on- 
field personal 
greeting 

39 Soontobe 
grads 

40 Eminem 
mentor 

42 Unruly kid 

43 Strongly assert 

45 Traction source 

48 Da Nang 
location 

ав Funeral oll 

49 Homestead plot 

50 Repetitive 
rectal 

52 Meadowiand 

55 Soviet leader 
Brezhnev 

57 Demonstrates 

59 Pirate fag 

63 Win, їп Paris 

64 Incense. 

65 Dregs 

68 Goose egg 

87 Grenoble's river 

68 Ms. Bombeck 

89 Onco, but not 
nowadays 


pown 

3 Виттеп 

2 Tip-top, hip- 
hop-style y 

з 5айга 
тамаша 


Ву Allen E. Parrish 
Mentor, ОН 


Monday's Puzzle Solved. 


4 Lipinski Jump DE 


5 Tight spot 


6 Wagner works 


7 Seductive 
woman 


8 Heavenly band 


members? 


9 Autobahn autos 


10 Rum cocktail 


11 Part of GOP 
12 Corp. chief 


13 Vane dir. 


19 Arafat of the 


PLO 


21 _ Kodak 


25 Some NFL 


linemen 


27 Dave Clark 
Five hik 

28 Centerplece 

29 Bonfire 
remnants. 

31 Gold in the 
Sierra Madre 

зз Hodgepodges 

34 Hindu делу 

35 Take on the 
appearance of 

36 Misdo 

39 FSU player 


41 Prot, or Cath, 

44 Heroism 

45 ВВС World 
alternative 

47 Penn pal 

48 Actor Hardison 

51 Detroit player 

53 Bedside 
pitchers 


54 Broad tle 

56 Jano.” 

58 Duliness in à 
finish 

59. alai 

60 Startup. 
butons 

61 T-shirt size 

62 Mandela's nat, 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're an optimist. You re generous and cheerful; 
your posite attitude attracts others to you. You like to be active, and you 


‘specially ke to travel. Because you have much energy forle, 


enjoy 


entertaining times. You're never bored! This year, something you've been 
involved with for the past nina years might end in order to make room for 


something new. 


Birthdate of: Chick Corea, jazz musician; Timothy Busfield, actor; Adri- 


ana Lima, supermodel 
ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): Financial 
obligations associat 
ed wih children, or 
ven the cost of en 
lertaining situations and going out 
ta have fun, might bea concern for 
you today. its minor. but ИЗ there. 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Discussions 
with parents or older 
family members 
about obligations or 
responsibilities might dampen 
your spirits today. Someone might 
be critical of you. Just let this go. 
(Its no big deal.) 
GEMINI (May 21 to 
f June 20): Sometimes 
you can be your own 
worst enemy. Your 
‘own fears and self- 
criticisms can be paralyzing! Don't 
get caught up In negative 
thoughts. (Tomorrow is much bet- 
CANCER (June 21 to 


July 22): А fnends 
criticism of you might 


S notar 
PIA E 
ое n 
eus, LEO (uy 23 to kg. 
D, боли 
E, AT, bosses and authority 
ш тн aa. 
Sess ast pins ore 
fcm wes eer us 
Semt. 29: nes 1 
dofus ote! pins 
inaning W d 
leg or te тайа, soot 
TR i on our pad Today 
ts minar uim. Dom 


ships, unfortunately 
parents, — teachers, 
courage you today Somebody 
O VIRGO (Aug. 23 № 
‘with education, pub- 
sweat the small stuff. 


LIBRA (Sept, 23 to 
Oct. 22}: Favors, help 
or direct financial 
support from some- 
place could be de- 

layed today. Something you were 

expecting looks like its held up. 

Tomorrow things look better. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 28 to 
Nov. 21): Discus- 
sions. with partners 

CSUN and bosses are sticky 


today... Someone 
might want to shoot down your 
ideas. This is just a tiny dark cloud 
‘onyour horizon. Relax. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 


IN NET Des. 21): mas 


à good day 0 tackle 

routine work. You're 

— in the frame of mind 
at hand. (You"ll wrap up the ob.) 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 

ED) to Jan. 19): Romance 

today. The phone 

did't tng. Social ac- 

tivities might be delayed. Don't 

day. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20t0 

(PI Feb, 18): Discussions 

Д win parents or family 

GH members might get 
down due to critical comments 
Negativity doesn't promote any- 
thing other than more negat. 

too much today. Just 

picka small Job. perhaps a routine 

lind of job, and finish it Save the 


to slog away and finish whatever Is 
‘might be in the toilet 

worry: Tomorrow is a much better 
stalled от bogged 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Don't 
waste time worrying 
today, Don't try to do 

flashy stuff tor tomorrow. 


Difficulty Level Ж 


HOW TO PLAY 


Answer to previous puzzle 


SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 


© 
> 
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ao 


3x3 box contains the digits 
1109. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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RELIVE ТНЕАСТЮМ ^. 
OF SPIDER-MAN 3, .- 
WITH YOUR SMART BUDDY 
-7 "3G CELLPHONE! 
Can't get enough of SPIDER-MAN 3? 
Then download exclusive SPIDER-MAN 3 
video clips that you can stream 
anytime you want and get a chance to win 
P500,000 in cash or a Toyota Vios! 
Download now! 


to download SPIDER-MAN 3 movie clips 


MOVIE CLIPS 


ў ti CX 


Ten 


Download other SPIDER-MAN 3 contents 
for better chances of winning! 
Logos * Picture Messages + MMS Wallpapers 
+ Animated Screensavers * True Tones * Java Games 


Rates: Р15Лоро. picture message, MMS walpaper, animated s 
VSolmovie cip. trvetone: PSO game 


3O ACTIVATE YOUR 3G HANDSET 
Key in SET 3G “handset model? to 211. Ex SET 3G N70 


download the java game, MP3 id more, go to 
http:l/wap.smart.com.ph/spiderman/ 


Bk 
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It just looks like a friendly smack 


HAVING GROWN UP IN SHOW BIZ, IM 
shock-proof. When I saw on the Net a pic of 
Gretchen Barretto and John Estrada kiss- 
ing, [wasn't surprised. 

T texted Greta and John for the real score 
but at press time they have not replied. It 
could have been just a friendly smack; it 
didn't look like a passionate kiss. 

Iremember John kissing Keanna Reeves 
outofthe blue onstage during the Bench fash- 
ion show. John is unattached and a free spirit 
who craves love. 

Last Valentine’s Day, we exchanged senti 
messages about the pain that comes with 
love. Perhaps John is just having fun with all 
the wrong ones until the right one comes 
along. 


Happy ex BF 

A common friend of Patty Betita’s and 
mine told me that Patty is happy for her ex, 
JV Ejercito, and his wife Cindy. The super- 
model and the San Juan mayor keep in touch. 
for the sake of their 7-year-old love child, 


— —— 


REAL 


| DoLty 
Woop 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


Emilio. He was a ring bearer at his dad's 
wedding. 

Patty herself is engaged to her American fi 
ance, Jimmy. He proposed in Bora last June 
5. JV has met Jimmy. All's well that ends well. 

There really comes a time in everyone's life 
when one kind of love gives way to another. 


“Bading bonding 

1 get a kick out of listening to my gay son. 
ICS stories about his night-outs. He has de- 
throned me as the lunar-powered party girl. 
His newfound friend is Rustom Padilla, They 
enjoy bading bonding to the max! 

“Good thing magkaiba ang type naming 


Tug ЗЇ ANIMATED FEATURE 
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Punso DS 
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спа сош 
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XC TL SA 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 12,2007 


men. Rustom goes for Africans. 1 like Euro- 
peans, IC naughtily says. United Nations, 
United Hearts, huh? 


20th anniversary 

1 used to hang out with Judy Ann Santos 
when she still owned Kilimanjaro. She is so 
down-to-earth and humble. 

She's celebrating two fruitful decades in 
the biz via a special show at the Big Dome on 
June 16, 8 p.m., “Bida ng Buhay Ko: 20 Years 
of Judy Ann Santos” and her much-awaited 
comeback on TV in the new teleserye "Ysabel- 
la.” She will be joined by her celeb friends, ex- 
cept for Piolo Pascual. 

Not too long ago, Piolo and Juday's beau 
Ryan Agoncillo had а word war which hasn't 
been resolved till now. Juday feels that her an- 
niversary show is not the proper venue for 
them to patch things up. 

Why force the issue? If they want it badly 
enough to happen, it will— in due time. 


New pair 

Prince Estefan and Lovi have been tapped 
as the new endorsers of Bratt Shirts. But FPJ's 
princess and the “Starstruck” winner are no 
brats. They are both so pleasant, and spread 
around their joie de vivre so well. 

Will they fall for each other and start wear- 
ing their heart on their Bratt sleeves? 


Ditching Maui 

Avid listeners of “Good Times” on 89.9 ТМ 
very well know that Andi 9 has long left the 
show, with the controversial Maui Taylor tak- 
ing her place. But nobody knows the real rea- 
son that Andi 9 left in the first place. 

Maui has been getting а lot of flak from Mo 
lately, leading to an on-air fight that made her 
cry on the air, 

Is Mo deliberately easing Maui out of the 
show to pave the way for Andi 9's return? 
Could Mo and Andi 9 be an item, hence, Mo's 
move to ditch Maui? 


Personal 
Special thanks to all the sponsors and sup- 
porters of the 1st Alyansa ng Filipinong 
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Get FREE 


~/ MEET THE 

„ROBINSONS 
^ 450-piece puzzle set 

for a migimum of four (4) 
MEET the ROBINSONS 
movie tickets 
at Robinsons Movieworld 
GALLERIA & METRO EAST 


Promo runs from June 0610 12 
(except Friday , Saturday and Sunday) 


SHOWING on JUNE 06 
at Robinsons Movieworld “1 
MTRCB Rating: G 


HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DANI 


Misiones X-QUISITE, 


— — Main Fut ror 
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THE SUN SHOP 
2ND FLOOR. BLOG. B 
SUN LETS YOU WIN FLIGHTS & GADGETS 


PROMO RUNS UNTIL JUNE 
PER DTENCR PERMIT NO. 1442, SERIES OF 2007 


WELLCOM 
эмо FLOOR, BLDG 8 
THE BIGGEST & THE BEST 
ЗС SUPERMARKET 
PROMO RUNS UNTIL JUNE 30, 2 
eR DTRNCN PERMIT NO. T388: SERIES OF 2007 


GLOBE TELECOM 
2ND FLOOR, BLDG.B 
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PER DTI-NCR PERMIT NO. 0971, SERIES OF 2007 
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Available at Timex Shop - 2nd Level 
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DENTAL WORLD Pagano 


Muli-Speciahy Health Systems, Ine. 


ABDOMINAL 
X-RAY 
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What's your fitness story? 11 Ways to a 


Healthy Daddy! 


about 
options. 
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НАМС ТЕМ 
2ND FLOOR. BLOG. A 
FREE NOTEBOOK 
FOR EVERY P900 SINGLE RECEIPT PURCHASE 
PROMO RUNS UNTIL JULY 1. 2007 


PER DT-NCR PERMIT NO. 1915, SERIES OF 2007 


B-CLUB 
2ND FLOOR, BLDGA 
SALE 
VP то 50% OFF ON SELECTED ITEMS 


‘PROMO RUNS UNTIL JUNE 30. 2007 
ER DT-NCR PERMIT NO. 1725, SERIES OF 2007 


DUNKIN DONUTS 
UPPER GROUND FLOOR. 8100.8 
BAG TO SCHOOL 


OR ONLY P20 
PROMO RUNS UNTIL JUNE 17, 2007 
PER DTI-NCR PERIMIT NO. 1745, SERIES OF 2007 


MAX'S RESTAURANT “ 
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NY MCNUGGETS FANULY MEAL G 
оп A HANE TO WIN PALANAN PA VACATION 
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„TOYOTA AVANZA TREAT, 4 
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JOLLY BEEN GO CARD 
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RP flag unfurled in 1898 | 
to last only ‘our lifetine’ 


By Vincent Cabroza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—THE FLAG BELIEVED BY HEIRS 
of Emilio Aguinaldo to have baen the ona that 
‘was unfurled by the goneral In Kawit, Само, In 
1898 stl rocelvod no respect at yostorday's ritos 
‘marking the 108th Independence Day. 
Marching bands accompanying the city gov- 
emment’s Freedom Day parade loudly mada 


meu 


PHILIPPINE HISTORY ON PARADE: The country's 109th Independence Day was highlight 
June (2a working holiday for tho first time in our history. Earlier, gant flag (inset) was hoists 


RPFLAG/AD 
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ted by a parade at the Quirino Grandstand witnessed by a thinner crowd probably due to the presidential proclamation that made 
red during fag-raising and wreath-laying rites led by President Arroyo at Rizal Monument. (See stories below) 
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“Throw Bedol in jail’ 


Zambo folk Pols cross party lines to slam Maguindanao poll exec 


By Jerome Aning and Christian V. Esguerra 


LINTANG BEDOL MUST BE A LONELY MAN THESE DAYS. 

Yesterday, calls for his head reverberated across the politi- 
cal spectrum following the mysterious disappearance of 
municipal certificates of canvass (CoCs), or vote tallies, 
from Maguindanao that were deemed crucial in determin- 
ing who had won the last two Senate slots. 


so angry, miss 
‘Big Foot’ 


By Jeoffrey Макет 
and Julie S. Alipala 
Inquirer Mindanao 
and Christine O. Avendaño 


RESIDENTS OF PAYAO TOWN IN ZAM- 
'boanga Sibugay refer to Italian priest Gi- 
ancarlo Bossi, who was kidnapped on 
Sunday by armed men believed to be Is- 
lamic militants, as "Father Giant" or 
"Gentle Giant." 

“They always called him Father Giant 
and everyone here (in Payao) is so angry 
about the kidnapping," Mayor Joefer 
Mendoza sai 

‘The priest is more than two meters 
(about 6 feet 6 inches) tall, according 
to Gianni Battista Sandalo, regional 
superior of the Pontifical Institute for 
Foreign Missions (Pime) in the Philip- 
pines to which Bossi belongs. 

“He is very tall and well-built. Fellow 
priests call him Balu or Big Foot,” Sanda- 
losaid. 

Asked why, Sandalo said it was be- 
cause Bossi refused ro wear shoes but 
preferred to walk around in flip-flops. 

He recalled that when Bossi, 57, was 
directed to go to the Bureau of Immigra- 
tion for his papers, “he was sent home 
because he was wearing slippers.” 

ZAMBO/A8 


Mayor wbo gave 
zero votes to FP] 
gets Palace job 

By Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


‘THE 14TH CONGRESS IS WEEKS 
away from convening and already 
the opposition is targeting for in- 
vestigation a presidential body 
headed by a former Pangasinan 
mayor credited with giving the late 
Fernando Poe Jr. zero votes in the 
2004 presidential election. 

Sen. Jinggoy Estrada yesterday 
questioned President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's decision to allot an initial 
P50-million budget to the Presiden- 

MAYOR АА 


SC chief: RP not 
truly free due to 
election fraud 


ByLeila B, Salaverria, 
fancy Carvajal 
and Kristine Alave 


CHIEF JUSTICE REYNATO PUNO, IN AN 
Independence Day speech, yesterday 
said the fraud-marred May 14 elections, 
the continuing exodus of workers and 
the feeling of shame at being called Fil- 
ipinos showed the Philippines was not 
entirely truly free. 

“As long as the sacred vote of even just 
опе person is violated, we are not free; 
Puno said at the Bonifacio Monument 
rites in Caloocan City. 

Puno noted that the Philippines had 
attained one kind of freedom--political 
independence. But he questioned the Fil- 
ipinos' present condition, saying that the 
country's heroes did not offer up their 
lives for a theoretical concept. 

“Let us ask, what is the true condition 
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RP vehicle makers 
launch prototype 
with all-new parts 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


A GROUP OF AUTOMOTIVE PARTS 
makers is targeting fleet buyers in a bid 
to push its "national vehicle” project for- 
ward to commercial production follow- 
ing the launch of a prototype yesterday. 

Eddie S. Jose, president of the Motor 
Vehicle Parts Manufacturers Association 
of the Philippines (MVPMAP), said his 
group would approach companies and 
even subdivisions in the first marketing 
salvo for what they dubbed the Philip- 
pine Utility Vehicle (PRUV). 

“The PhUV needs positive feedback 
from (all fronts) to get it moving,” Jose 
said. "We need support from the govern- 
ment, financing institutions, assemblers 
and, of course, the buying public." 
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The tallies from the Мау 14 elections 
were supposed to be in the safekeeping 
of Bedol as the Maguindanao provincial 
election supervisor. He claimed the tal- 
lies had been stolen and that he had no 
idea who took them. 

"Two proadministration lawmakers and 
the head of the Parish Pastoral Council for 
Responsible Voting (PPCRV), a Church-af- 
filiated poll watchdog, said Bedol should 

for the theft. 


TOAST TO UNITY: Outgoing Papal Nuncio Fernando Filoni toasts RP independence 
and calls for unity among the nation’s leaders at the vin d'honneur at the Palace оп 
Tuesday. loni has been named the Vatican's undersecretary of state for general affairs. 


Outgoing Sen. Franklin Drilon said 
the embattled election official should be 
jailed, 

Malacafiang did not sound any more 
gracious. 

“We are confident that the Commis- 
sion on Elections will do whatever is nec- 
essary to investigate the Maguindanao 
election officer's apparent lapses and im- 
pose stiff sanctions as warranted,” Press 

THROW! AS 
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Freedom Day 
parade short, 
crowd small 


By Michael Lim Ubac, 
Juliet Labog-Javellana 
and Allison W. Lopez 


AT THE TRADITIONAL TOAST 
during yesterday's vin d'honneur in 
Malacahang, Papal Nuncio Fernando 
Filoni said the Filipinos’ history, insti- 
tutions and faith would ultimately 
bring abour good governance, 

President Macapagal-Arroyo raised 
her glass to “the future of the Philip- 
pines,” saying that she would focus 
“relentlessly” on the economy as the 
nation continued to march forward 
for freedom. 

Асте Quirino Grandstand in Mani- 
la, however, the 109th Independence. 
Day celebration was noteworthy for 
its short parade and small crowd. 
Worse, a number of those who did at- 
tend said they saw no significance in 
the day itself. 

And the leaders of Congress—Sen- 
ate President Manuel Villar and 
Speaker Jose de Venecia—were no- 
ticeably absent in invitation-only par- 
ty hosted by the President for the 
diplomatic corps in celebration of In- 
dependence Day. 

Filoni, the outgoing papal nuncio, 
called for cooperation among the 
three branches of government in 
bringing the fruits of good gover- 
nance to the Filipino people. 

“From a concept of the cooperation 

FREEDOM AIS, 


Jalosjos’ 2 life terms commuted 


By Michael Lim Ubac, 
Tarra Quismundo 
and Margaux Ortiz 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
hascommuted the two life terms meted 
out to formér Zamboanga del Norte 
Rep. Romeo Jalosjos for raping an 11- 


year-old girl in 1996, Malacafiang said 
yesterday. 

However, Executive Secretary Eduar- 
do Ermita was quick to clarify that the 
President did not pardon Jalosjos. 

“Commutation, not a pardon. Com- 
mutation in the sense (that il) has been 
‘commuted to something else,” Ermita 


b 


saidin Malacañang. 

Ermita said Jalosjos, 66, would not be 
able to avail himself of a pardon until he 
reaches the age of 70. 

“So that when the time comes at the 
age of 70, as other prisoners are also con- 
sidered for executive clemency, it (par- 
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ТУ accused of ‘buying’ solons 


By Norman Bordadora 


INTERIOR SECRETARY RONALDO 
Puno yesterday said Cebu congress- 
man-elect Pablo Garcia and his sup- 
porters from Kabalikat ng Malayang 
Pilipino may have to leave the polit- 
ical party if the latter officially de- 
cides to support Sepaker Jose de 
Venecia in the 14th Congress. 

“Pabling can run for the speakership. 
Thats his right ... But once we've 
adopted a party stand, we vote unani- 
mously If you cant vote with us, then 
you'd have to leave the party” said 
Puno, who is also chair of Kampi. 


Puno wants Garcia to leave Kampi 


Garcia, a member of Kampi, is 
challenging De Venecia for the 
speakership and is backed by Kampi 
president Camarines Sur Rep. Luis 
Villafuerte. But Puno has expressed 
support for a fifth speakership for 
De Venecia. 

Puno said Kampi would have a 
meeting on June 26 and might put 
the speakership issue to a vote. 

"Right now, there is no party 
stand. The situation is we have 48 
members (in the House in the next 
Congress) who are supporting 
Speaker De Venecia and five who 
are supporting Pablo Garcia. That's 


where we are right now,” Puno told 
the Inquinen. 

Puno cited the case of Parafiaque 
Rep. Roilo Golez who left Kampi 
when the party decided to stick it 
out with President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo at the height of the “Hello Gar- 
ci” wiretapping scandal in 2004. Ms 
Arroyo was accused of cheating to 
ensure her victory in the 2004 elec- 
tions after she was heard in the 
tapes talking to an election official 
about rigging the poll results. 

Garcia had earlier expressed disap- 
pointment after Puno, on behalf of the 
pary expressed support for De Venecia. 


GMA vows to certify CA 


By T] Burgonio 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
has promised to certify as urgent a bill 
seeking to extend the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program for another. 
10 years, Agrarian Reform Secretary 
Nasser Pangandaman said yesterday. 

Pangandaman said the President 
made the promise when he sought 


Her support for the program's contin- 
wed implementation beyond June 
2008 ata Cabinet meeting yesterday. 

"As a constitutional mandate, 
CARP cannot be deemed to end auto- 
matically with the lapse of the period 
stated for its implementation," Pan- 
gandaman said. 

"CARP is a multiphase program. 
Tes not only giving lands and provid- 


RP extension 


ing roads and bridges. I follows sev. 
"eral stages of development for the 
farmers and for the communities," he 
said. 

He said the extension would allow 
DAR to distribute the balance of 
1.077 million hectares of private agri- 
cultural lands under CARP as well as 
provide infrastructure and marketing 
support to its beneficiaries. 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO BE SPEAKER 
ofthe House? 

Two legislators who belong to the adminis- 
tration coalition have revealed alleged bribe 
offers made by different contenders for the 
House leadership in the coming 14th 
Congress 

Manila Rep.-elect Amado Bagatsing yester- 
day said he was offered a "fat envelope clearly 
containing money" by a member of Speaker 
Jose de Venecia's staff in exchange for sup- 
porting De Venecia's "legislative agenda." 

In a statement, Bagatsing, a member of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's Kabalikat ng 
Malayang Pilipino (Kampi) party, admitted 
affixing his signature to the agenda, which De 
Venecia later presented to Malacafiang, 

But Bagatsing made it clear he did not 
mean to throw his support behind De Vene- 
Чаз bid for a fifth term as Speaker. 


Misrepresentation 

“Speaker De Venecia should not resort to 
misrepresentation or tb devious ploys,” 
Bagatsing said. “My signature was in support 

the legislative agenda he presented and not 
for his bid for the speakership ... Frankly 1 
was disappointed when a staffer of Speaker 
De Venecia offered me a fat envelope clearly 
containing money.” 

Bagatsing said he exposed the alleged bribe 
offer because he was dismayed De Venecia 
had included his name in the list of lawmak- 
ers supporting the latter's speakership bid. 


Bagatsing said he was backing Cebu Rep. 
Pablo Garcia, the nominee of the Kampi fac- 
tion led by Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Villa- 
fuerte, for Speaker. 

Parafiaque City Rep. Eduardo Zialcita, 
however, belied Bagatsing's allegation some- 
ue from De Venedig office had tried to bribe 

іп. 

“No one from the staff of Speaker De Vene- 
cia offered Representative Bagatsing any- 
thing, nor did Representative Bagatsing ask 
for something," Zialcita said in a statement 
yesterday. 

Another lawmaker belonging to the ruling 
coalition also revealed a bribery attempt by 
another contender for the House leadership. 

The lawmaker spoke to the Inquirer on 
condition neither she nor the candidate 
would be identified. 


PI million for support 

The source said she was approached by the 
candidate in front of the Batasan building on 
Monday last week, the first of the last three 
session days of the 13th Congress. The offer 
‘was supposedly P1 million in exchange for 
supporting the aspirant's bid for Speaker. 

“Can you make it P3 million?” the source 
recalled joking. 

"TII get back to you,” she said the candi- 
date replied. 

"The source said she later leamed other lawmak- 
ез, particularly the women, had been approached 
by the same candidate seeking their support. 

"Some were phoned, others were ap- 
proached in the lounge," she said. 
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By Nikko Dizon 


TEAM UNITY'S JUAN MIGUEL ZUBIRI COULD 
still make it to the Magic 12 of the senatorial 
race ifhe gets the much needed votes from Suri- 
gao del Norte and controversial Maguindanao, 
an election commissioner said yesterday. 

"Theres stil a mathematical. possibility 
that No, 13 could still overtake Nos. 11 and 
12," Commissioner Nicodemo Ferrer told re- 
porters in an interview Following the Commis- 
sion on Elections en banc meeting. 

Forrer was referring to the rankings of Zu- 
biri, who is in the 13th slot, and the Genuine 
Oppositton's Antonio Trillanes IV and Aquili- 
no “Koko” Pimentel Ш, who are hanging on to 
‘th and 12th positions, respectively, 

He sald not even Trillanes could be pro- 
claimed by the Comelec en bane, siting as the 
National Board of Canvassers (NBC). 

“As of now, we cannot proclaim him yet 
But the way I see It, he's safer than Pimentel,” 
Ferrer said. 

The Comelc's official tally as of Monday 
showed that Trillanes had 11,093,463 votes; 
Pimentel, 10,809,232 votes, and Zubiri, 
10,697,825 votes, 

‘Tabulation of the Surigao del Norte certifi- 
eate of canvass (CoC) will resume tomorrow, 
while the Comelee still has to decide what to 
do with the Maguindanao returns that yield- 
cd а TU sweep and zero votes for 19 candi- 
dates, including seven from the opposition, 

Ferrer noted that there were "more than 
700,000 (registered voters)" from these two 
provinces, such that their tabulated votes 
would be "very crucial" in determining who 
would be the last two men to complete the 
now set of senators who will serve until 2013, 

"The results of Surigao del Norte and 
Maguindanao aro very crucial. We can't pro- 
claim without Maguindanao and Surigao del 
Norte," Ferrer said. 

According to Comelec figures, Surigao del 
Norte has 261,735 registered voters while 
Maguindanao has 337,108. 

Ferrer said the Comelec should be able to 
come to a decision on the Maguindanao con- 
troversy as the poll body would have to pro- 
claim the last two winning senators by the 
end of the month. 

The Comelec hearing will determine 
whether or not elections were lawfully held in 
Maguindanao, which will help the poll body 
decide whether or not to declare a failure of 
elections in the province and subsequently 
hold a special clection 

But opposition election lawyers do not want 
speciai clections to be held in Maguindanao, 
Instead urging the poll body to exclude the 
provincial CoC from the national canvassing. 
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Throw Lintang Bedol in jail Bedol can't describe 
From page Al the 12-way senatorial race. De Villa said the PPCRV chap- -said the Comelec should discount bow polls actually went 
“He was the one in charge ter in Maguindanao was sure the Maguindanao votes as these 


Secretary Ignacio Bunye said ina there, the CoCs were supposed to elections were held in six of the were likely to have been tam- By Jocelyn R. Uy а d seite 
statement. be in his possession, so if they 22 towns of the province where pered with. PEOPLE носето THE ее 
Calls for Bedol's scalp mounted were lost, he should be held re- the poll watchers were based. Е ые Al NAA naa aaa 
a day after he revealed that the sponsible,” PPCRV chair Henriet- PPCRV watchers obtained Only in the Philippines Saa Day bas Liai Dado the posed said Bedol. Р 
municipal CoCs—which were tadevVillatold the INQUIRER. copies of statements of votes He lamented that it was “only | lection su ang rer P adn Up eee 
supposed to back the administra- De Villa also said she found it from precincts but many of them inthe Philippines” where election | where raar da а fiat he аме соает 
tion's claim that its Team Unity strange that Bedol only revealed had not been duly authenticated officials were still counting votes | ediy started. ылла told the National Board of 
(TU) candidates had scored a the theft of the CoCs the other Бу the boards of elections offi- а month after the polls Мен О бе бис polly cack 
12-0 shutout of the opposition in day: cers. Two administration lawmak- | ing stlegationsof massive lee. Faizal Kalantungan was not a 
Maguindanao—had been stolen However, De Villa said the con- ers from Mindanao were not buy- | ine aliegarions bf massive cits. member of the board of elec. 
from the provincial capitol. Why only now? duct of the elections in the whole. ing Bedol’s story. аай duties on и | Hout Lap Gon DL tae ас 
Bedol reported the theft forthe “Why is he only reporting that province remained under a cloud Representatives Douglas Cagas | reporters NG Had Fa des 
first time the other day—nearlya now? Did he report the theft to because the poll watchers were of Davao del Sur and Benasing | taken place in Maguindanao nuns Vm een 
month after the polls—as the the police?” she asked. refused access to municipal and Macarambon of Lanao del Sur | matha no fraud wo commit. those who spoke out about 
canvassing of the senatorial re- “I think Comelec should be provincial canvassing venues. yesterday urged the Comelec to | ted канаа ра ДЫ 
sults headed го а photo finish. more stringent in making local place Bedol under its custody un- Bedol. however Ни 
Genuine Opposition (GO) can- election officials culpable for Alesson for all til the controversy had been re. | describe how the polling actu- tungan was on the inspectors 
didates Antonio Trillanes IV and things like this. If nobody willbe “Bedol should be jailed. He solved. Silv went: claiming Hat he left. board and Hat hs initial sae 
Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel Ш and held accountable, then its likely should bea lesson to our election “Bedol has already delayed the Huy COUR. Chy ему aeu on the matter was based 
TUS Juan Miguel Zubiri are all that this is going to be repeated officials, Drilon said in an inter- process and the Comelec must | in the morning of May 14. a nica 
fighting for the last two places in again,” she added. view after an Independence Day not let him get away with it. He ate oomini oa tes On Dad ad вк 
фек at dhe. Pinaglabanan should be made accountable for | tions has scheduled a hearing sworn statement thar there were 
la. = y эш ша pendium yes] on Friday to determine 38 ballot boxes and 190 election 
жойбар itala. ойум: Сире. whether lawful elections were тешти which the Comelec bad 
eld in Maguindanao and yet to т tabulation, rais- 
dey in he сану о 
d Drilon said. immediately alerted the Comelec | РО са] school teachers have vase (CoC), ee ex Em 
AUSTRALIA „222. (6790) VIETNAM sess (6305) | Hesai there was prima face in Manila and the Philipine No- | said no elections ek place be. pared by Bedol, 
3 Е посе араара еа cause armed men filled out the. Bedol said those election re- 
BANGKOK AR (6195) SHANGHAI hs he admitted the CoCs were taken Wy cil Кый Ып ко kag ballots with the names of the turns and ballot boxes referred 
from his office in the provincial to surface and report the inci- administration's senatorial to by Kalantungan were dubi- 
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os ER According to Bedols account, said. 
l'BAGUIO | [} several municipal CoCs went 
BAGUIO | HOLY LAND woo LAOAG, missing on May 29 while he was Vital proofin TU win were important in proving that Some Maguindanao officials 
[BORACAY| CEBU, | PALAWAN | BOHOL [SIARGAO |] cur of town and while a protest Macarambon ай Bedol the administration ticket had in. have denied there was fraud in 
мания замес сша a aramos wer Ц rally was being held outside the should explain “how the CoCs deed scored a sweep in Maguin- the voting and said the 12-0 win 
Ес а а) fy building were stolen and what he did to бао i ны 
Drilon, who is retiring from the. try to recover these.” “Team Unity’s victory in “command votes"—or the votes 
„ senate aher 12yearsasasenator  Cagas said the missing CoCs Maguindanao was not too impos- of residents obeying the bidding 
S sible because of the administra- of their leaders. 
3 tion's strong political machinery They also said the shutout 
П ji tT there," he said. was not impossible because the 
Top Quality and Design for your Office Шы is studying opposition, senatorial cand 
з whether to declare a failure of dates did not campaign in their 
Quadrifoglio #2 codutti elections in Maguindanao. province. 
Cur . NI N а The Comelec has summoned. 
Sa ij i i a Th. HH | Hearing Friday the Maguindanao election in- 
à Several publie school teachers  spectors, as well as local candi- 
from the area have told the media dates who had been proclaimed, 
and watchdog groups that armed го attend a hearing on Friday in 
men filled out the ballots with the order to resolve the issue. With 
names of Team Unity candidates, ог reports from Juliet Labog-javel- 
forced the teachers to doitfor вет. lana and Kristine L. Alave 
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PLUNDER TRIAL 


Jinggoy seeks acquittal 


By Volt Contreras 


SEN. JINGGOY ESTRADA YESTER- 
day formally sought his acquittal in 
the P4-billion plunder case against 
his father, ousted President Joseph 
Estrada, in which he is a coaccused, 
citing the weakness of the prosecu- 
tion evidence that convinced the 
Sandiganbayan to grant him bail in 
2003. 

“The same evidence that was con- 
sidered by the court in granting me 
bail will be the same evidence [it] will 
consider in resolving the question of 
whether there is evidence sufficient 
in the constitutional sense to sustain 
a finding of gullt beyond reasonable 
doubt,” said the memorandum sum- 
ming up Estrada's defense filed by his 
lawyer Jose Flaminiano, 

Estrada, his political career revived 

| [2 2004 when he won a six-year Sen- 

pate torm, reminded the antigraft 


court the prosecution “has not im- 
proved” its case since he got out of de- 
tention. 

“No additional evidence, testimo- 
nial or documentary, was presented,” 
the 27-page memo went on. "The 
prosecution did not present rebuttal 
evidence." 

Jinggoy then the mayor of San 
Juan, Metro Manila, was charged in 
2001 as a coconspirator in the case 
against his father that alleged kick- 
backs from the illegal numbers game 
“jueteng.” The prosecutors main- 
tained the Estradas raked in some 
P545 million in the protection racket, 

‘The Sandiganbayan special divi- 
sion, which was created to try the 
case, received Jinggoy's memo 
three days before the scheduled 
hearing of final oral arguments to 
be presented by the defense, in- 
cluding another coaccused, lawyer 
Edward Serapio. 
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Last week, the elder Estrada, who 
is under house arrest at his vacation 
estate in Tanay, Rizal, expressed a de- 
sire to attend the crucial whole-day 
proceeding on June 15. 

The court will be going against 
standard procedure for the first time 
in its 29-year history for the hearing. 
То accommodate the expected crunch 
of journalists, for instance, loud- 
speakers will be installed outside the 
146-seat courtroom, Sandiganbayan 
Sheriff Ed Urieta said. 

‘The prosecution presented 16 wit- 
nesses against Jinggoy Estrada in 
connection with “jueteng-gate.” 

Recalling the ruling that granted 
him bail in 2003, Estrada said only 
five of the witnesses "implicated 
(him) by name,” namely the prosecu- 
tion's star witness, estranged Estrada 
crony Luis "Chavit" Singson, and 
Menchu Ichon, Emma Lim, Jemis 
Singson and Vicente Amistad. 
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Militant leader says abductors 
wanted to turn him into a spy 


By }еойгеу Maitem and Jeffrey Tupas 
Inquirer Mindanao 


KORONADAL CITY—THE ABDUCTORS 
of militant leader Gilbert Rey Cardifio (not 
Cardefio as earlier reported) asked him to 
work for the government and spy on other 
militants, 

Cardifio made this claim as he faced re- 
porters yesterday, five days after he was re- 
leased by his captors whom he identified as 
government agents. 

Cardifio, provincial chair of Bayan Muna 
in South Cotabato, was on his way to the of- 
fice when he was abducted by van-riding 
armed men on June 6. He was freed after 
more than 30 hours in captivity. 

He said his captors, who identified them- 
selves as “from the region,” threatened to 
harm him and his family if he failed to do 
whatthey asked. 

Cardifo said before his release, his cap- 
tors told him what to say to media regard- 
Ing his abduction, 


“They told me to relay to everyone that 
Tim only a victim of mistaken identity and 
that I am not a member of the New People's 
Army. They directed me to tell to you that 
they are a group of armed men,” he said. 

Cardifio added that the suspects made 
him sign a document saying that he would 
work asa government agent. 

“They forced me to sign a document that 
1 will work for them as an asset, They said 
they will hurt me and my family should T 
fail them,” he said, 

Before they let him go, Cardifio said his 
abductors made him list down the names 
and background of all the officers of pro- 
gressive groups in South Cotabato. 

“They also showed me photographs of 
members of progressive groups. Most of 
them are based in Gen, Santos City and only 
three personalities are from here,” he said. 

Cardifio said the head of the group, who 
spoke in Filipino, told him to cooperate or 
die. With a report from Edwin O, Fernan- 
дез, Inquirer Mindanao 
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Overseas Workers Welfare Administration 
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OWWA PDOS ADVISORY NO. 01 
SERIES OF 2007 


ATTENTION : ALL PDOS PROVIDERS AND TRAINORS 
SUBJECT: POLICIES AND GUIDELINES CONCERNING THE NEW LIST OF ACCREDITED PDOS PROVIDERS AND TRAINORS 


This is to inform all concerned that starting June 15, 2007 only those PDOS Providers and Trainors who officially re-registered with 
OWWA last December 2006 will be recognized as officially registered Providers and Trainors. 


OWWA and POEA will no longer honor the PDOS certificates of those not included in the attached list. Same list be posted at all 


POEA and OWWA offices. 
A. Validity of Accreditation 


The accreditation of all Trainoi 
registration at OWWA three (3) months 


Renewal of registration shall be based on: 


1. Track record as provider/ trainor 


2. Attendance to training/ refresher courses required by OWWA 


B. Reporting and Evaluation 


rs and Providers shall be for two (2) years. Afterwhich, everyone will be required to renew their 
before the expiration of their accreditation 


All PDOS Providers are also being reminded to adopt the PDOS Report Forms prescribed by OWWA and to submit their reports 
promptly within the first seven (7) days each month, 


C. REVOCATION OF REGISTRATION 


Non-cooperation of PDOS Provid 


lers or non- compliance of PDOS Providers/ Trainors to this advisory or to any improvements 


required by the OWWA-PDOS Team, after a month from receipt of corresponding notice, shall cause the revocation of registration at 
OWWA. The same shall be reported accordingly to POEA for appropriate action. 


This Memorandum of Instruction shall take effect immediately. 


4 June 2007 


PDOS RE-REGISTRATION ACCREDITED PDOS PROVIDERS-SEABASED 


‘Aarema Shipping & Trading Co., Inc 
Ace Navigation Company Ino 
‘Abacast Shipping & Management Со, Inc 
Adamson (Phil inc: 

‘Agemar Manning Agency, пс 
‘Altamar linemnational Shipping Co, Inc. 
Amethyst Shipping Company, Inc. 
‘Anscor Swire Ship Management Corporation" 
Araw Shipping Agency, inc. 

АКД Maritime Corporation 

ARL Maritime Services, Inc 

Arpaphil Shipping Corporation 

Asia Bulk Transport Phils, Inc 

Astra Marine Intemational, Inc. 

"Ала, Inc. 

Avantgarde Shipping Corporation. 
Bahia Shipping Services, Inc. 

Barko Intemational, Inc. 

Blue Manila, Inc. 

Brillant Seas Shipping Corporation. 
BW Shipping Phils Inc (formerly Bergesen DY 
Phils Inc) 

Career Philippines Shipmanagement, Inc 
Cargo Safeway, пс 

Century Meriime Agencies Inc 
Cream Ship Management, Inc 
Crewserve, Inc." 

Crossworld Marine Services, Inc 
Dalisay Shipping Corporation 

Dolphin Ship Management, Inc 
Eastern Ocean Maritime Corporation 
East West Placement Center, In. 
Elburg Shipmanagement Phils. пот 
Elmira Shipping Phils, пс 

Epic Maritime Personnel. Inc. 

Epsilon Maritime Servi, Inc 
Eurasian Marit me C», ration 
Fi-Pride Shi, mgt ine 

АЕЗаг Maritime Luiporation 

Friendly Maritime Services, Ino. 
Galant Maritime Services, Inc. 
German Marine Agencies, Inc. 

Grace Marine & Shipping Corporation 
бутоп Crew, Inc.” 

Hanseatic Shipping Phils, Inc 
Heavjift Manila, Inc 

Hoegh Fleet Services Philippines, Inc 
INC Shipmanagement, Inc. 


OWWA - PRE-DEPARTURE ORIENTATION SEMINAR RE-REGISTRATION ACCREDITED TRAINORS-SEABASED 


NAME OF PDOS TRAINOR 


Intercrew Phils Agency, Inc. 

Intermare Maritime Agencies, Inc 

Intermodal Shipping, inc 

Interorient Maritime Enterprises Inc. 

Island Overseas Transport Corporation 

Jebsens Maritime, Ine 

‘WJ Ofishore Services, Inc. 

KGJS Fleet Management Manila, Inc. 
formerly Westleet Phils) 

Klaveness Maritime Agency, Inc 

Leonis Navigation Co., Inc. 

Lydia Mar (Manila) inc 

Maersk Filipinas Crewing Agency, Inc. 

Magsaysay Maritime Corporation 

Malayan Towage & Salvage Corporation 

Manila Shipmanagement and Manning Inc 

Maranaw Luzon Shipping Co Inc 

Maritime Factors, Inc. 

Maritime Services 8 Management, Inc. 

Marsaman Manning Agency Inc 

Marsun Shipping Corporation 

Maryville Manila nc 

Meco Manning and Crewing Service, Inc 

Medbulk Mariime Management Corp 

Mercury Shipping Corporation 

Michaelmar Philippines, inc. 

Mineva Marine Agency, Inc 

Monsoon Maritime Services (Phils) inc 

More Maritime Agencies, Inc. 

Naess Shipping Phils, Inc. 

Net Ship Management, Inc 

NFD Intemational Manning Agents, Inc. 

Noah Global Maritime, Inc. 

Norteam Shipping Services, Inc 

NYK-FII Maritime E-Treining, Inc. 
(formerly NYK-Fil Shipmat, Inc) 

Ocean Wide Crew Manila Inc. 

One Shipping Corporation 

Oriental Shipmanagement Co, Inc 

Orophil Shipping Intl Co., Inc. 

‘OSM Shipping Philippines 

Pacifc International Shipping Agencies Inc 

Pacific Ocean Manning, ino 

Pacific Seamen Services, Inc 

Philimare Incorporated 

Philippine Hammonia Shipagency, Inc. 

Philipine Seafarers Training Center (PSTC) 

Philippine Transworld Shipping Corporation 


NAME OF PDOS TRAINOR 


Pinewood Marine (Philippines) Inc. 
Poseidon Intemational Maritime Services, Inc. 
Prudential Shipping & Management Corp 
Reign Marine Shipping Agency Co, Inc 
Scanmar Maritime Services, по 

‘Sea Power Shipping Enterprises, Inc 
Sea Workforce Manila Corporation 
Seabound Maritime Services, Inc 

'Sekur Manning, Incorporated" 

Senator Crewing (Mia) Inc. 

Singa Ship Management Phils, Inc. 
Splash Philippines, Inc 

Starport Shipping 

Status Matime Corporation 

Supership Marine Services, Inc. 

Supply Oilfield & Marine Personnel Services 
Tara Trading Shipmanagement, Ino 
Teekay Shipping Philippines, Inc 

Top Ever Marine Management Phil Corp. 
Term Shipping Phils, Inc 

Tradephi Shipping Agencies, Ino 
Trans-Global Martime Agency, Ino 
Trans Orient Maritime Agencies, Inc. 
True North Maritime Corporation 

United Philippine Lines, Inc 

Univan Management Services Phils, Inc. 
Unlad Ship Manning & Management Corp. 
Var-Orent Shipping Co., Inc 

Ventis Maritime Corporation 

Veritas Maritime Corporation 

Viren Shipping Corporation 


PDOS RE-REGISTRATION ACCREDITED PDOS 


Administrator 


PDOS RE-REGISTRATION ACCREDITED 
PDOS PROVIDERS-LANDBASED 
NAME OF PDOS TRAINOR 
Algio international Piacement, Inc. 
All Seasons Manpower International Services, Inc. 
‘AML & GS Placement Enterprises Co Inc. 
Anglo European Services, Inc. 
Atlantic Gulf & Pacific Company of Manila Inc. 
Career Planners Specialists 
Concept Placement Resources, Inc. 
Dahizhen International Services, Inc. Ё 
Deltavir Overseas (Deltavir Overseas Job Placement & Gen Services) 
EDI Staffouilders Intemational, Ino. 
Finest Asia Resources, Inc. 
Global Manpower Services, Inc 
Gulf Asia International Corporation 
Industrial Personnel & Management Services, Inc. 
International Management Services 
International Skil Development, Inc. 
JM International, Inc 
Lead Resources Management Corporation. 
Manpower Resources of Asia, Inc. 
Mivian intl Manpower Aggregate, Inc. 
Multi Resources Development Corporation 
'Omanfi international Manpower Devi Corp 
РейСРМ Manpower Exponent Co, Inc 
PlacewellIntermational Services Corp. 
Powerhouse Staffbuilders International, Inc 
Prime Manpower Resources Devt, Inc 
Royal Crown Intemationale Agency, Inc 
Sangle Bernabe Intemational, Ino 
Skilled Management Corporation 
TS. Pizarro Construction Incorporated 
Tesiman General Services, Inc 


PROVIDERS-NGOs/INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONSICOUNTRY SPECIFIC 


NAME OF PDOS TRAINOR 


NGO PDOS PROVIDERS 

AWARE (Advancement of Workers! Awareness 
Regarding Employment, Inc.) 

Center for Overseas Workers (COW) 

Fil-Mus Foundation, Inc 

Intemational Migrant Resource Center, ne 

Kaibigan ng OFWs 

Kalahi-Advocates for Overseas Filipinos, Inc 

KAMPI (Kabalikat ng Migranteng Pi, пс) 

Landbank Countryside Development Foundation, | 


National Greening Movement Foundation (NGMF) 


United Filipino Seafarers 
Women in Development Foundation (МОЕ) 
Zonta Club of Quezon City 


COUNTRY SPECIFIC PROVIDERS 
PAMADEL (Philippine Assn of Mediterranean Agencies 
Deploying Labours, Inc. 
PHILAMKOR (Philippine Assn of Manpower Agencies 
Accredited to Korea, nc.) 
PILMAT, nc. 
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS. 
АВСОР (Association of Service Contractors of the Philippines) 
Inc. ОРАР (Overseas Placement Association ofthe Philippines) 
PASEI Pippi Associaton of Serves Exporters, к) 
Confederated Associations of Licensed 
Entertainment Agencies (CALEA) 
AMOSUP 


RE-REGISTRATION 
ACCREDITED TRAINOR/S & PDOS PROVIDER-LANDBASED 


NAME OF PDOS TRAINOR 


Abarca, Stela T. 
Ablo, Alexander G 
Abio. Rosario Elena L 
Abundo, Rosemarie Yap 
Acenas Danio 
bayani, Milagros Lim 
Agomaa, Viatora C. 
ilon, Antonio F. 
imodil, Gloria N. 
Alvaro, Andres F 
Anacay, Teoflo О. 


Ganlobo, Francisco S 
Cantiero, Dalia A 
Carmen, Arturo D. 
Carpio, Ma, Edsil 
Casera, Roland S. 
Castellon, Malvar T. 
Castro, Eduardo a. 
Gatahan, Angelito P 
ally, Leonides T. 
Chico, Marcos S. 
Chiongbian, Benito P. 
Cordova, Aurelio A. 
Cruz, Cecila R. 
Dango, Isidro C. 

Dayo, Vicente A. 

de Guzman, Catherine S. 
де Guzman, Ricardo M 
de Leon, July R 

de Ramos, Ceclla M. 
de Vila, Ma. Cecllo D 
del Pilar, Jose Melchor 
dela Cruz, Bernie R. 
dela Cruz, Florante M 
dela Peña, Macario E. 
Detera, Azucena С 
Diaz, Eleazar G. 
Dormiendo, Rizaline О. 
Durana, Johanna B. 
Elemento, Felipe M 
Esber, Julio S 

Esta, Victorio Q 
Estrada, Lorenzo A I 
Estrada, Percival D 
Evangelio, Josefino A 
Fajelagutan, Daniel 


Francisco, Nilo R 
Gabin, Jose E 

Galang, Roberto D. 
Galvez, Antonio M. 
Gameng, Mabel E. 
Garcia, Nima M. 

Gella, Consuelo V. 
Geluz, Joselto A 
Giner, Samuel F. 
Gomez, Alberto P. 
Gonzales, Amel M. 
Guerin, Violeta R. 
Hora, Ricardo A. 
Jimenez, Samson D. 
“Juliano, Rommel М. 
Kaziras, Stylanos К 
Ladines, Luis O. 
Lagura, May Russel G. 
Lagura, Ruth G. 
Lavado, Norberto G. 
Leonor, Ramon P. 
Leopoldo, Mario C. 
Lim, Samuel T. 

Lirio, Carmencita V. 
Llamado, Vima G 
Lovero, Victor M. 
Lumyeb, Steve P. 
Luntao, Adrien Jesus S. 
Macatangay, Santos A. 
‘Maduro, Ma. Lili May М. 
Мадай, Gil S. 
Magluyan, Rodulfo A 
Magno, Johnny P. 
Makiling, Jose S. 
Maliwanag, Michael A 
Malunes, Susan О. 
Mantalaba, Rhagelone С 
Мала, Mardin 


Martin, Teresa S 
Matas, Ted Tyrone О. 
Mati, 118. 
Medel, Nanette О. 
Mendoza, Васко S. 
Mendoza, Ramoncito A. 
Mesina, Emesto 
Milalos, Victor S. 
Monsanto, Andres S 
Monzon, Federico S. 
Monzon, Victoria 
Morales, Lidwina A. 
Nebres Alex B. 
pelanio, Paquito M 
Opifa, Jane D 
Orbeta, Oscar D 
Ole, Jacqueline C. 
Pacaon, Rolando A. 
Paguia, Roberto C. 
Panganiban, Alexis E. 
Pavia, Richard T. 
Pelgone, Katherine S. 
Peñalosa, Angel A 
Pepito, Rogenen E. 
Quines, Amador R. 
Qujano, Lorina M. 
Ramirez, Eliezer M Jr 
Ramos, Diosdado G. 
Ramos, Flomena T. 
Regio, Rolando R. 
Resurreccion, Remedios Q. 
Reyes, Nanette L. 
Reyes, Noli S. 
Riel, Rene N. 
Rivera, Nestor P. 
Rivera, Ronald P. 
Rodio, Emando A 
Romano, Jaime L- 


399, Ераюс. 
Sagisi Teresita C. 
Salcedo, Ramona G. 
Salvan, Renato М, 
Sanchez, Brenda S 
Santiago, Emilo A. 
Santiago, Estanislao С 
Santiago, Rafael T. 
Santos, Maricha R. 
Saracho, Laurentino б. 
Завада, Roberto С 
Serrano, Abraham R. Jt 
Serrano, Lilibeth D. 
Sevila, Mary Grace V. 
Sorrera, IgmedioG 
Tagalog, Felipe О. 
Tamayo, Darte B. 
Tayao, Ma. Dolores A. 
Tenorio, Leopoldo C. 
Timola, Josephine б. 
Tomampo, Reynaldo M 
Torrechila, Lauro S. 
Torres, Lamberto G 
Torres, Peter M 
Tuazon, Ma. Victoria R. 
Tulao, Rosemarie L 
Urdaneta, Regina Gracia B. 
Uy, Amanda: 
Valenzona, Felix G. 
Venida, Danilo F. 

Vidal, Alfredo V. 
Vilaaiba, Amold A. 
Уйат, Rosario A 
Visaya, Antonio P. 

Viterbo, Gregorio M. 
Viterbo, Jose C. 


Amoroso, Daniel Femandez, VietorE R. 
Almazora, Annabelle L. Franco, Arlene С. 

Arcila, Айуп Rose G. Franco, Maribet Theresa N. 
Bagatsing, Dahla L. Go, Elyse Wynne C. 
Belran, Irma SA Gonzales, Зумар. 
Bernabe, Angel Randy S. Jimeno, Cario A. 
Саралос, George A. Manalo, Ma. Christine S. 
Calimag, Loma M. Nario, Edwin Cruz 

Савар, Gloria M. ога Mohammad-Nur Celso C. 
Cruz, Adriano C. Pajarilaga, Erinda R. 
Cruz, Joey P, Pamittan Joseph Manuel P. 
Danganan, Yolanda. Serrano, Marianito E. 

de Ocampo, Leonardo В. Tawasil Said A. 

de Ocampo, Rosalinda R. Ursolino, Romeo E. 
Esguerra, Lawrence A Villanueva, Susana P 
Estola, Manuel A, Viloria, Ricardo P. 

Fausto, Andre Jose G. Virtus, Susana А. 


RE-REGISTRATION 
ACCREDITED TRAINORIS NGOs/INDUSTRY 

ASSOCIATIONS COUNTRY SPECIFIC 

NAME OF PDOS TRAINOR 

Factor, Evangeline D. Май, Manette L. 
Gratela, ApostolE Маме, Susan 
Guimbal, GlenonL. — Manalo, Ma. Victoria G 
Herdiano, Ferdinand Marin, Nieves A. 
Hemandez,HemalynA Mowder, Lizette S 
Hizon, Estrelta 8 Muncada, Juvy P. 
Intia, Celeste V. Ofaiza, Janice M. 
Josue, EmmanuelL. Pascual, Mictelde B. 
Kashim,H.Mardyah Ramirez, Nelson P. 
Palma Salazar, Julio M. 
Kobayashi,MarlouB. — Tonog, Рейх 
Langara, Rosanna О. Tribute, Celsa F, 
Llanto. Johnny M. Vijandre, Santos M. Jr 


Аа 

‘Alana Ma, Paz Francisca V 
Aris, Roberto P. 

“Aspilaga, Rodolfo A 
Atienza, Lou A. 

Ballega, Happy A. 

Basilio, Rufino A Jr 

Bata, Wifredo С, 

Bautista, Carlos Miguel Y 
Bemal, Reynaldo B. 
Besinio, immy С. 

Bigomia, Norman Y 
Biiran, Glenda Р. 

Bilones, Ireneo б 

Boado, Jimmy R. 

Boldo, Jesus P. 

Bravo, Esmeralda V. 
Buenaventura, Robert A. 
Cabaysa, Ma. Ana М. 
Сайса, Honorio D Feli Manuel P 
Calingao, Teodoro A Feli Maria Luz P 
Calumpang, LexingtonS Flores, Edgardo V. 


Anunclacion, Roy 
Asis, Merry Chris E. 
Balunos, Noemi H. 
Barcelon, Shiela S. 
Bellosilo, Haydee G 
Bunga, Mohammad 
Calderon, Luther Z. 
Caye, Райта Emma T. 
Cazin, Aurora C. 
Chan, Jezebelle P. 

de Guzman, Mercedes 
Dormiendo, Rizaline О. 
Espinosa, Geraldine S. 
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2 party-list | 
groups seek 
more seats 


By Jerome Aning 


‘TWO PARTY-LIST GROUPS IN THE WINNING 
circle yesterday asked the Commission on Elec- 
tions to increase the number of seats they are 
allowed to get in the House of Representatives. 

Bagong Alyansang Tagapagtaguyod ng Ad- 
hikaing Sambayanan (Batas) counsel and first 
nominee Melanio Mauricio, together with Ad- 
vocacy for Teacher Empowerment Through Ac- 
tion, Coooperation and Harmony Towards Ed- 
ucational Reforms Inc. (A Teacher) president 
and 2nd nominee Ulpiano Sarmiento Ш, asked 
the Comelec to give their parties three seats 
each since they are poised to breach the two- 
percent threshold required by the Constitution. 

Based on the Comelecs latest tabulation, А 
‘Teacher and Batas rank 6th and 10th, with 3.26 
percent and 2.62 percent of the estimated 27 mil- 
lion total votes cast for the party-list, respectively. 

Using a formula established by the Supreme 
Court in 2000 in the landmark case of Veterans 
Federation Party v. Comelec, the two groups 
‘would have been entitled to only one seat each. 

n his petition, Mauricio wanted the Com- 
elec to adopt the Niemeyer formula (named 
after a German mathematician) now being 
used in the German, Swedish and Polish legis- 
atures as suggested by dissenter Justice Vi- 
cente Mendoza in the Veterans case. 

"There is already a growing perception that, 
with the current formula for installing party-list 
representatives, inequity and inconsistency in des- 
ignating party-list representatives to the House of 
Representatives will in fact prevail and defeat the 
intent of the basic law of the land," he said. 

Mauricio and Sarmiento said their pro- 
posed adjustment would be the correct inter- 
pretation of Article VI, Section 5 of Constitu- 
tion, and Republic Act No. 7941 or the Party- 
List System Act of 1995, which they said, enti- 
tle al "two-percenters" to three seats each. 

їп a separate position paper, Sarmiento 
proposed a new formula—roughly similar to 
Niemeyers--that would give three seats not 
only to Buhay but also to A Teacher and seven 
other groups that have breached the two-per- 
cent threshold: Bayan Muna, Cibac, Gabriela, 
Apec, Butil, Alagad and Akbayan. 

Despite the Supreme Court ruling, he said 
Comelec was still free to adopt a new formu- 
la, adding that the decision never took away 
‘Comelec’s exclusive power to amend and is- 
sue implementing rules necessary to carry out 
the purposes of RA 7941, subject to the High’ 
Tribunal's review for legality or propriety. 


PAF grounding 
of Hueys lifted 


By Tarra Quismundo 


THE PHILIPPINE AIR FORCE (PAF) HAS 
lifted its order grounding all UH-1H “Huey” 
helicopters yesterday after initial investigation 
ofa landing accident in Mt. Province showed it 
may have been caused by the weather. 

‘The Huey fleet, hand-me-downs from the 
United States war in Vietnam in the early ‘70s, 
was grounded Sunday after a chopper on a re- 
supply mission to an Army camp crash landed 
ona slope in the mountain town of Besao, in- 
juring two soldiers. The Huey, which flipped 
‘over several times before a tree blocked its 
freefall down a ravine, was a total wreck. 

‘Although the final results of the Air Force Safe- 
ty Offices probe has yet to be released, Brig. Gen. 
Arthur Mancenido, commander of the 205th Tac- 
tical Helicopter Wing, was convinced that strong 
winds had caused the chopped to yaw to its right. 
Pilot error is also being investigated. 

Sundays crash landing was the third accident 
involving a Huey in the past two months. One on 
a training flight in Lapu-Lapu City had crashed 
onto a road, killing seven civilians and two air- 
men on April 26, Another Huey practicing an 
‘emergency landing in a farmland in Liloan, Cebu 
suffered a troubled descent on May 22. 

An Air Force team is now in the Mt. 
Province to try and salvage the latest Huey 
wreck. "There might still be parts that could 
be used," Panzo said. 
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INFLUENZA. A SINGLE SNEEZE TRAVELING AT A SPEED OF 


600 MILES PER HOUR MAY CARRY ABOUT 100,000 INFLUENZA VIRUS 
CELLS. THESE STUBBORN CELLS CAN STAY ALIVE IN A ROOM FOR 
AT LEAST 30 MINUTES. EVENTUALLY, THEY COULD ENTER 

YOUR BODY THROUGH YOUR MOUTH, EYES OR NOSE. 


Now, think about it, whom do you share a room with? 
Or to put it another way, with whom do you share the air you breathe? 


Influenza can infect anyone just by breathing the same air an infected person breathes. 
Moving too fast, every member of your family might be infected before you know it. 


This highly contagious disease called Influenza is commonly misconceived as “just a Flu” or the common cold. 
The truth is, it could lead to serious complications like Bronchitis, Pneumonia, heart failure, and ultimately, death. 


Fortunately there is a vaccine that can protect you and your family from this threat. 
Get yourself and your family vaccinated against the Influenza virus. 
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GlaxoSmithKline Leading the way in vaccines 
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RP flag unfurled 
in 1898 to last . 


From page Al 
their way down Session Road, but 
only a handful of people paid qui- 
et homage to the tattered relic en- 
cased in glass at the Aguinaldo 
Museum on Happy Glen Loop 
here. 

Emilio Aguinaldo Suntay IIl, 
the general's great grandson, said 
he was glad that some people still 
managed to show up. The bad 
news, he said, was that the flag 
had only “our lífetime"—or 30-50 
more years—to “live.” 

Suntay said technicians and 
preservation specialists of vari- 
‘ous facilities, including the Wash- 
ington-based Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, had warned the family 
that there was no technology 
available to restore and preserve 
the flag in its present state, 

He said the decay in the silk 
fabric had progressed beyond any 
known method for chemically or 
physically preserving it. 

“Nothing lasts, anyway. And 
that goes double for fabric,” Sun- 
tay said, 
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last year to help raise capital to 
preserve the flag, but Suntay said 
the Aguinaldo heirs decided to 
raise the funds themselves. 

He said they had all been 
raised to follow a principle es- 
poused by US President John Е 
Kennedy. "It doesn't matter what 
the country can do for you, but 
what you can do for your coun- 
ty--and what we are doing is 
protecting this symbol," he said. 

Suntay said his grandmother, 
Cristina Aguinaldo Suntay, start- 
ed the crusade when she inherit- 
ed the flag, which the family had 
discovered under the general's 
deathbed. 


Since Bossi was abducted in Payao, the au- 
thorities have yet to find him. 

Italy and the Philippines have brushed 
aside the ransom option to obtain the free- 
dom of the priest, according to Executive Sec- 
retary Eduardo Ermita. 


US drones 

President Macapagal-Arroyo has or- 
dered an intensified search operation, and 
the US government has offered to fly 
drones over the Zamboanga peninsula and 
outlying areas where Islamic militants op- 
erate, ina bid to find Bossi, Ermita said. 

Maj. Gen. Ben Dolorfino said police and 
military teams searched for Bossi and his kid- 
mappers in Tungawan town on Pinya Island 
but did not find them there. 

It was earlier reported that Bossi and his 
kidnappers had boarded two pump boats on 
Sunday and were heading toward Tun- 
gawan. 

“But based on what we heard, they are still 
in Zamboanga Sibugay. They have not gone 
far because of the presence of a large number 
of troops looking for them,” said Dolorfino, 
who cochairs the government-Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF) Ad Hoc Joint Action 
Group (Ahjag). 

The MILF continues to help the authorities 
in looking for Bossi by sending out a “substan- 
tial” number of its forces to join the search, 
Dolorfino said. 

Lawyer Abdul Dataya, the MILF's Ahjag 
chief, said in a statement that the group sent 
two men to coordinate with its counterpart in 
the government to ensure the early recovery 
ofthe priest. 

Dataya said the Catholic Church did not fa- 
чог a military operation but negotiations to 
ensure the safety of the victim. 


Distinctive colors 

The original flag is distinctive 
because its sun bears a golden 
face paler than that in the con- 
temporary flag that Baguio resi- 
dents waved during yesterday's 
Freedom Day parade. 

Thesection symbolizing peace- 
time is light blue, in contrast to 
the dark blue hue in the contem- 
porary flag. 

The phrase “Fuerzas Expedi- 
cionarias del Norte de Luzon” 
runs across one side of the flag, 
and the words “Libertad” and 
“Justicia” on the other side. 

Lack of funds has forced the 
family to share the original flag's 
glass casing with an authentic 
flag used by Gen. Gregorio del Pi- 
lar. 

Suntay said the family had also 
managed to preserve a blood- 
stained flag used by Aguinaldo 
during the Philippine-Spanish 
War. 

Most of yesterdays visitors to 
the museum belonged to the an- 
thropology class of Danish teach- 
er Lars Kjaerholm, who has been 
sending students to the Philip- 
pines for social immersion activi- 
ties. 

Baguio's official representa- 
tives to the program were offi- 
cials of Barangay Salud Mitra led 
by Barangay Captain Nida 
Galace. 

Suntay said he did not mind 
the seeming snub of the family's 
precious relic. 

His niece, Anna Suntay, at- 
tributed the low turnout of vis 
tors to Malacafiang's earlier an- 
nouncement that June 12 was a 
regular working day. 


Replica 

Former Baguio Rep. Honorato 
Aquino, the lawyer of the 
Aguinaldo heirs, said the family 
might seek a second opinion from 
Japanese experts 

Meanwhile, Suntay said, the 
family would continue the proce- 
dures that scientists had required 
for preserving the flag, “for as 
long as it remains intact.” 

The family is prepared for the 
flag’s inevitable decay, Suntay 
said. 

He said this was why he and 
other family members had com- 
missioned University of the 
Philippines experts to replicate 
the flag down to the silk fabric. 

‘The replica was displayed here 
during the centennial of Philip- 
pine Independence in 1998. 

The original flag was later 
framed and hung from the ceiling 
ofthe Baguio museum. 


Nuncio's appeal 

After his speech at the vin d'honneur host- 
ed by Ms Arroyo at the 109th Independence 
Day celebration, Archbishop Fernando Filoni, 
the outgoing papal nuncio, appealed to the 
kidnappers to release Bossi. 

“For 30 years he served the people there, 
not only from the religious but the social 
point of view. So it is sad to see that the man 
who worked for the sake of the people has 
been kidnapped and we don't know the rea- 
son for that," Filoni said. 

Italian Ambassador Rubens Fedele ex- 
pressed the hope Philippine authorities would 
do everything to obtain freedom for Bossi 


Sighting 

Filoni and Fedele said there was no news 
at all about Bossi's whereabouts and who 
has been holding him captive since Sunday 
morning 

Military authorities were verifying infor- 
mation that Bossi and four of his captors were 


Protecting a symbol 

The National Historical Institute 
has yet to authenticate the original 
flag despite years of probing. But it 
was responsible for wrapping the 
fragile relic in a metallic net to 
keep the fabric from shredding un- 
der its own weight. 

The city government offered 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


heal, nakamamatay ang Dengue! 
Mag 4-5 laban sa 


DENGLIE 


Search and Destroy 
+ Itaob ang mga bote, lata at iba pang maaaring pag-ipunan ng tubig 
at pangitlugan ng lamok. 
v Linisin ang mga alulod. 
у Palitan ang tubig sa flower vase minsan sa isang linggo. 
v Tiyakin na walang naiipon na tubig sa ilalim ng paminggalan at refrigerator. 
v Takpan ang mga drum o iba pang imbakan ng tubig. 


Mag- 


Seit-protection Measures 
Magsuot ng mahabang pantalon at may mahabang manggas na polo 
o kamiseta. Maaari ding gumamit ng mosquito repellant sa araw. 


Seek Early Consultation 
Kung may lagnat na ng 2 araw at may rashes sa balat, pumunta at 
komunsulta agad sa pinakamalapit na health center o ospital. 


S5 No to Indiscriminate Fogging 
Mag-fogging lamang kung may dengue outbreak. 


Puksain ang Kiti-kiti, 
Sugpuin ang Dengue 


DOH it na! 


May sapat na supply ng dugo ang Department of Heu 
Para sa blood assistance, tumawag sa Philipine Blood Center (PEC) 
le по. 926-0967 at 324-6601 oc. 237 


PBC, 2 oras na magkingkod sa layo 
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Zambo folk so angry, miss Big Foot 


BOSSI 


sighted somewhere in the Zamboanga penin- 
sula. 

Dolorfino said the information was re- 
layed to an official of the National Bureau of 
Investigation by a ranking MILF leader in 
thearea. 

"This NBI person informed me that one of 
the MILF commanders in the Zamboanga 
peninsula called him up and (told him he) has 
knowledge about the location of Bossi and 
four of his captors,” he told the Inquirer. 

Dolorfino said the NBI official was on his 
way to meet with the MILF commander. 

The military officer said the MILF leader's 
claim could be the breakthrough the govern- 
ment had been waiting for. 


Cotabato area 

The search for the Italian priest will be ex- 
panded to the Cotabato area, according to the 
the Philippine National Police. 

“Our initial info is that the abductors head- 
ed for the Naga and Tangawan area (in Zam- 
boanga Sibugay area). We might (expand) to 
the Cotabato area. So we have alerted our 
forces there," PNP Director General Oscar 
Calderon said. 

From all indications, Calderon reiterated 
that the group that abducted Bossi was a 
breakaway group of the MILF under Akkidin 
Abdusalam, alias Commander Kiddie, and his 
brother Waning, who are working indepen- 
dently from the main group. 

‘The MILF leadership has disowned the 
group of Abdusalam. 


Robert Aventajado 

Calderon said authorities were also explor- 
ing other means to recover Bossi. "Negotia- 
tion is still preferred. We are still looking for 
the proper emissary.” 

They have yet to find anyone who can serve 
as negotiator, he said. 

“There are no demands yet. So this is not a 
case of kidnap-for-ransom. But this could be 
settled peacefully,” Calderon said. 

MILF spokesperson Eid Kabalu said Robert 
Aventajado, former presidential adviser for 
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flagship projects, offered his help in obtaining 
Bossi's release. 

Aventajado figured in the negotiations for 
the release of foreigners abducted by the Abu 
Sayyaf in Sipadan, a diving resort in Malaysia, 
in 2000. 

“He said that if we require his help, he was 
willing to balp us? Kabala ай of Avene 

o. 

But Aventajado said he didn't offer to nego- 
tiate on behalf of the priest and that nobody 
sought his help to be a go-between. 

“No, Idon't know about that,” he said when 
asked about his supposed offer to negotiate 
for Bossi's release. 

Aventajado, chair of the Philippine 
Olympic Committee, described as "a thank- 
lessjob" the work of a negotiator. 


Jolly 

Bossi was the only foreign priest to get in- 
side the town and to establish a parish in the 
early 19805. 

“He is the first priest to come to our town. 
That is why people love him so much,” Men- 
doza said. 

Children love Bossi who, with his built, can 
carry five kids. “(He is also) a very jolly per- 
son, heroars with laughter and talks alot," he 
said. 

The mayor said Bossi's work was mostly 
pastoral. “That is why he moves around a lot 
in this community" 

Bossi left Payao in the 1990s due to a “call 
of duty” according to Sandalo. Bossi returned 
to the town in April. 


Poor people's priest 

Fr. Angel Calvo of the Claretian Missionary 
Fathers described his best friend as a “poor 
people's priest.” 

“He loves to stay, sleep and eat with the 
poor community,” said Calvo, president of the 
Peace Advocates Zamboanga. 

His love for his parishioners, Sandalo ex- 
plained, was “the reason why despite our re- 
peated advice to him about the security 
(threats), he kept coming back to his 
parish.” 

‘The Pime has been in the Philippines since 
1968. It has 22 priests assigned all over the 
country, mostly in Luzon and Mindanao. 


Mission to remain in RP 

Despite Bossi's abduction, “we are not go- 
ing to pull out our missionaries,” Sandalo 
said. 

Bossi is the lone Pime missionary in the 
Zamboanga Peninsula. 

“We become more strong in this kind of sit- 
uation. When we took our vows, we are ready 
to get in touch with the situation,” Sandalo, 
said. 

In 1985, Pime priest Tullio Favali was killed 
by cult leader Norberto Manero in Tulunan, 
North Cotabat 

In 1992, Pime priest Salvatore Carzed- 
да was shot dead by a still unknown as- 
sailant in Zamboanga City.In 1998, Fr. Lu- 
ciano Benedetti, also of Pime, was kid- 
napped 

1n 2001, Italian priest Guiseppe Pierantoni, 
SCJ, was kidnapped in Dimataling, Zamboan- 
gadel Sur. With reports from Juliet 
Labog-Javellana, Alcuin Papa, Marc Antho- 
ny Reyes and AFP 


SC chief: RP not truly 
free due to election fraud 
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of the Filipino now? Does he have what we 
could call honor? Is it true he could hold his 
head up high? Because our heroes did not 
fight for an abstract idea, we should be living 
with honor,” he said. 

Saying that freedom went hand in hand 
with honor, Puno listed other conditions that 
prevented the Philippines from claiming it 
had been liberated, including the continued 
exodus of workers who had lost hope and the 

ame some people experienced in being Fil- 


ino. 

In his speech in Filipino that was released 
to reporters, Puno said a country was not free 
ifits people lacked education, were not aware 
of their rights and responsibilities, continued 
to wallow in poverty, and turned to a life of 
crime. 

“Freedom goes hand in hand with honor. A 
person who is free is one who has honor—he 
is whole and complete. He is not anybody's 
slave and is guided only by his conscience,” he 
said. 

He also said people should have decent 
jobs, be able ro buy basic necessities, provide 
education to their children, and prepare for 
their needs. 


Political killings 

In narrating the historical facts that ignited 
the revolution more than 100 years ago, the 
Chief Justice also likened the killings then to 
the extrajudicial executions that plague the 
country at present. 

At the Pinaglabanan Memorial Shrine in 
San Juan, outgoing Sen. Franklin Drilon also 
said the Arroyo administration's failure to 
solve poverty, the extrajudicial killings and 
election anomalies was undermining the 
country's independence and democratic 
gains. 

“Today, we ask ourselves: Is there freedom. 
for 40 percent or 30 million of our country- 
men who live below the poverty line? They 
don't care about freedom, they care more 
where to get their next meal,” Drilon said at 


the shrine honoring the first battle between 
Andres Bonifacio's rebels and Spanish forces. 
оп Aug. 29, 1896. 

"We have to keep in mind that freedom 
does not only mean political freedom. It also 
means freedom from poverty,” he said. 

Drilon added that freedom did not ring 
true to the victims of extrajudicial killings and 
their families. For them, he said, “freedom 
rings an empty bell until justice is received 
from the government.” 


Disregard of human rights 

“The mindless disregard of human rights 
dishonors the memory of our heroes,” the 
senator said in a speech commemorating the 
country's declaration of independence in 
Kawit, Cavite, in 1898, 

The Filipinos’ independence is also marred 
by the failure of the government to weed out 
corrupt officials, who remain “scot-free and 
who enjoy the fruits of their corruption,” 
Drilon said. 

He criticized the Commission on Elections 
for the irregularities їп the May 14 polls. 

Drilon called for an investigation of 
Maguindanao provincial poll supervisor Lin- 
tang Bedo!, saying the official failed to protect 
the people's vote when he admitted that sev- 
eral municipal tallies went missing from his 
office last month, 


Rising number of OFWs 

For the militant overseas Filipino group Mi- 
grante International, among the strongest 
signs that the country was still “not free” was 
the rising number of Filipinos seeking jobs 
abroad. 

“A nation that is truly free should have the 
capacity to generate enough jobs and other 
forms of livelihood for its people. A nation 
with a truly sovereign economy should not 
have to resort to the intensifying ‘export ofits 
people to prop up or artificially inflate its so- 
called economic indicators,” Migrante chair 
Connie Bragas-Regalado said. With areport 
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Cops, soldiers nabbed as police bust kidnap gang 
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He said the PNP was strengthening its 
“counterintelligence” capability to flush out ; a onsas PUMP 
policemen involved in criminal activities. у gU 

“[And] the best recruits to conduct these 
[counterintelligence] activities are those 
within the ranks," Calderon said. 
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Shocked, shocked 


НЕВЕ WERE LOUD PROTESTATIONS OF INDIGNA- 
ion when allegations of cheating in Maguindanao 
were made. And they were all along the lines of one 
famous scene in the Humphrey Bogart classic, "Casablan- 
ca,” where the pleasant but utterly corrupt Colonel Re- 
nault barges in on Rick’s Café Americain (Bogart's bar) to 
shutit down. The famous dialogue goes like this. 

Rick: “How can you close me up? 
On what grounds?" 

Captain Renault: "Tm shocked, 
shocked to find that gambling is going on in here!” (At 
which point a croupier hands Renault a pile of money) 

Croupier: "Your winnings, sir.” 

Captain Renault (sotto voce): "Oh, thank you very 
much,” (and then, aloud) “Everybody out at once!” 

But funny and ironic though the lines may be, no one is 
laughing over the manner in which the charade of official. 
concern has been exposed by the murder of a whistle- 
blower. Everyone in official circles, from Comelec Chair 
Benjamin Abalos, to the provincial leaders of Maguin- 
danao, to the Palace were shocked, shocked, that fraud 
may have taken place in Maguindanao. And then, again, 
from Abalos on down, the response was, "Where is your 
evidence?" Mere allegations, they said. Slander, they 
said. They were shocked, shocked anyone would dare al- 
lege that the Comelec or local officials were a party to 
electoral fraud. 

So shocked, shocked were they, that the Comelec decid- 
ed that elections didn't take place at all. Except that if that 
were so, why were local officials proclaimed as the win- 
ners of the election? Everything kept returning to those 
резку allegations. To the testimony of fraud and the phys- 
ical evidence proving the allegations. 

So now the evidence is dead. Literally. The evidence 
was killed. Musa Dimasidsing, elementary school district 
supervisor, was shot dead last Saturday in Pikit, North 
Cotabato province. He'd fled to Pikit from Pagalungan in 
Maguindanao after he'd blown the whistle on the conduct 
ofmayoral elections in his home town. 

And аз for other possible incriminating evidence— 
well, it disappeared. After having vanished for over a 
week, the provincial election supervisor for Maguin- 
danao, Lintang Bedol, finally appeared before the Com- 
elec. He vehemently denied snubbing the Comelec sum- 
mons when he failed to appear on May 30. He said he 
hadn't been asked to show up in Manila but rather, the or- 
der was addressed to the members of Maguindanao's 22 
municipal board of canvassers. Which is not what the 
Comelec had said, or instructed. He was shocked, 
shocked to realize the Comelec was clamoring for his ap- 
pearance. 

And then what he said shocked, shocked the Comelec 
commissioners as much as it seemed to have shocked, 
shocked Bedol himself. Election documents? For Maguin- 
danao? What election documents for Maguindanao? 
"They ve disappeared! The Comelec wuz robbed! 

Which means that it no longer matters if several school 
teachers told watchdogs and media groups how gunmen 
filled out ballots, or forced teachers to fill them out with 
the names of Team Unity candidates. If the Comelec was 
shocked, shocked by such allegations— such slander!—it 
had the quick-wittedness to demand evidence. Which 
Bedol promptly lost—or to be precise, he says they had 
been stolen. Which gave the Comelec yet another excuse 
to appear shocked, shocked over the whole thing. 

But the winners in the shocked, shocked department 
are surely the local officials in Maguindanao who've al- 
ready celebrated their proclamation as winning candi- 
dates, and who would now be caught in a Comelec drag- 
net if it proclaims a failure of elections and orders new 
polls. 

As for the real losers, what now? What happens to the 
brave school teachers who would neither put up nor shut 
up when it came to fraud; the electoral watchdog groups 
that swarmed over Maguindanao to do their civic duty; 
and the people of Maguindanao themselves, who are 
caught in a kind of logical trap? One that reminds us of 
Michael Defensor's infamous explanation of the Garci 
tapes: “that was the Presidents voice but it wasn't her 
talking.” What is the Comelec, from top to bottom, say- 
ing? That it was Maguindanao going through the motions 
of an election, but it wasn't Maguindanao that was vot- 
ing? 

Where is the evidence? Dead and buried. But do we 
then bury logic and sanity, too? 
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WE CELEBRATED ANOTHER INDEPENDENCE 
Day yesterday, but sadly we are still not inde- 
pendent of foreign domination in various as- 
pects of our life. And nowhere is it more felt 
than in the prices of medicine. We have the most 
expensive medicines in Asia, next only to Japan, 
avery rich and developed nation. Our prices are. 
higher than those in more developed countries 
like China, Singapore, Hong Kong, Malaysia, 
etc 

To give you an idea of how our drug prices 
compare with those of other Asean countries, 
look at these figures: One out of every five 
adult Filipinos, or roughly 7.76 million Fil- 
ipinos, suffer from high blood pressure. Hype: 
tension, or high blood pressure, is the fifth 
leading cause of death in the Philippines. Ev- 
ery year, it claims an average of 300,000 lives. 

А medicine for hypertension, Norvasc, is 
sold here by a foreign company for a whopping 
P41.41 per 5-mg tablet. In India and Pakistan, 
the same drug, manufactured by the same 
company, is sold for the equivalent of roughly 
P5.77 per 5-mg tablet. Another medicine for 
hypertension, Plendil, is sold here for P21.82 
per tablet; it costs only P2.69 in India. 

Asthma affects 12 percent to 15 percent of 
the total population. I have four very close and 
very talented friends in the journalism profes- 
sion who died, suddenly, of asthma. А Ventolin 
inhaler costs P315 here; in India, it costs only 
P126.78. 

Bactrim 400, priced at P17.75 per tablet 
here, can be bought for only P1 in Pakistan and 
P0.69 in India. Ponstan, a common painkiller, 
costs P24.92 per pill here but costs only P3.22 
in India. 

Why are the prices of medicine in the Philip- 
pines so high? Because of the Intellectual Prop- 
erty Code which gives a pharmaceutical com- 
pany that discovered or developed a medicine 
a 25-year patent on that medicine. This patent 
gives it a monopoly to produce and sell that 
medicine. Without any competition, it can sell 
its medicine at any price it wants. The policy of 


Build him a shrine 


SOME DAYS BEFORE IT HAPPENED, A READER 
named Bryan Scott wrote in Letters: 

“As a foreign visitor to your country, I sup- 
pose ... I have no right to comment on domes- 
tic politics and other issues, but ГЇ go ahead 
anyway. 

“The Philippines has an electoral process 
that would be laughable were it not for its 
shocking lack of respect for human life and the 
basic tenets of democracy. read that the police 
have declared that 102 of the killings since 
January are not election-related... But the fig- 
гез are appalling, and I wonder how murder 
can be so easily committed by people who pre- 
sumably go to church just a few days later... 

“There seems no shame, no honor, no sense 
of responsibility in this society.... The corrup- 
tion and lawlessness are truly horrifying,” 

Harsh words, but not undeserved. Ifa public 
official had thought to retort to it—and Raul 
Gonzalez is just the type to do it—his mouth 
would have been zipped by something that 
took place swiftly on its heels 

Last Saturday night, the most horrifying 
thing of all happened: Musa Dimasidsing was 
gunned down in Pikit, North Cotabato. He had 
just eaten dinner and was ambling in front of 
his Islamic school, at peace with the world and 
his conscience, when suddenly the lights went 
‘out and shots rang out. When frantic neighbors 
got to him with their flashlights, he lay in a 
pool of blood. 

‘One is tempted to say that Dimasidsing had 
lived in a schoolhouse and died fittingly in a 
schoolhouse. But there is nothing fitting about. 
this, Dimasidsing should never have died, not 
this way, not in a schoolhouse, not anywhere 
else. By rights, by grace and by Allah, he 
should have lived to a ripe old age, reaping the 
rewards of hard and honest work. 

Dimasidsing was the Maguindanao schools 
district supervisor who exposed barefaced 
cheating there, specifically complaining of 
gunmen filling out ballots with the names of 
the 12 Team Unity senatorial candidates. He 
was, if Vice Mayor Norodin Matalam is to be 
believed, being forced to sign a statement say- 


Neal H. Cruz 


multinational pharmaceutical companies here 
is to price their medicines for “as much as the 
market can bear.” That is why prices of their 
drugs here are sky-high. Filipinos are forced to 
buy them because they have no choice. There 
are no competing products. 

Why are drug prices in other Asian nations 
much lower? Because they have amended 
their Intellectual Property Code or passed laws 
to allow their own pharmaceutical companies 
to manufacture the same drugs under certain 
conditions. On the other hand, the IPC in force. 
here does not even allow the importation of 
cheaper medicines that are the same as those. 
sold here by multinational companies—even if. 
these medicines are produced by their satellite 
companies. Any importer, government or pri- 
vate, faces the threat of a court suit from these. 
multinational companies that do not want im- 
ported drugs to compete with their products. 

The Philippines is in the stranglehold of a 
cartel, or oligopoly, of foreign firms—more so 
than the oil cartel and the cement cartel. We 
should think about this not only on Indepen- 
dence Day but every day that we have not bro- 
ken that stranglehold. Filipinos are dying atan 
alarming rate not because there are no doctors 
and medicines. The medicines are there but 
Filipinos cannot afford them. 

We have local companies that can produce the 
equivalent of the high-priced drugs produced by 
the multinationals but they cannot do this be- 
cause of the patent rights of the latter. From 2001 
to 2005, the Intellectual Property Office issued 
2,097 patents to multinational pharmaceutical 
firms but only one to a Filipino applicant. During 
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ing the Maguindanao elections were generally 
dean, and who refused to doso. 

He has paid the price. How else interpret 
this but the handiwork of utter blackguards 
who imagine—rightly—that they are under 
the protection of the people who run this coun- 
try? Not quite incidentally, only a couple of 
weeks ago, someone was telling me how mur- 
derous things had become in that part of the 
world. You could be the most prorsinent per- 
son in Metro Manila, he said, bur that wouldn't 
help you if you crossed the paths of those who 
were determined to cheat. 

‘Well, if so, why the hell are we allowing it to 
be so? if so, what the hell are we doing to stop 
making it so? In fact, the only reason it is so is 
that we make it so. We shrug our shoulders and 
say that is just the way things are. Well, that is 
not the way things are, or should be. Not in an 
election, not in a democracy, not in any de- 
cent—never mind  cvilized- community. 
There's nothing more obscene than the gunning 
down of a public school supervisor for the crime 
of being honest. The harshest of words, like 
those uttered by Scott, pale before the unspeak- 
able evil oft. Truly this country has lost respect 
for human life. Truly, this country has no shame, 
no honor, по responsibility. Truly, this country 
has no business pretending to be a democracy. 

T indict the men in the shadows who pulled 
the trigger and demand as a citizen that they 
be hunted down for the animals that they are 
and brought to justice. Or to face a nation's 
wrath, whichever produces better results. I de- 
mand that the officials whom Dimasidsing ac- 
cused of screwing the voters of Maguindanao 
be summoned by the Senate (never mind 
Malacahang, it will reward them) and be made 


the same period, multinationals filed 170 patent 
applications as against only 22 applications by 
local companies. Obviously, our laws heavily pro- 
tect patents of foreign firms. 

Our government knows this. It tried to solve 
the problem by setting up the Philippine Inter- 
national Trading Corp. which imports inexpen- 
sive medicines and sells them here. But the bud- 
get of the PITC to procure medicines is minus- 
сше compared to the P85 billion pharmaceuti- 
cal market in the Philippines, atleast 60 percent 
of which is controlled by multinational compa- 
nies, Moreover, the outlets of the PITC are few 
and too small to make even а dent in the 
monopoly of the giant drugstore chain Mercury. 

“The answer is to make it easy for local drug 
firms to manufacture the generic versions of 
the expensive, imported medicines as they do 
in India, Pakistan and other Asean countries. 

Members of Congress also know the problem, 
and senators and congressmen have filed bills 
that would lower the prices of medicine. The 
Senate passed Senate bill 2263; the House has 
House Bill 6035. Considering the urgent need for 
a law that would make medicine affordable to all 
Filipinos (half of RP's 85 million population have 
no access to essential medicines), one would 
think that our "honorable" legislators would lose 
no time in passing such a bil. 

But while the Senate passed its version, the 
House did not. The House was supposed to 
pass its version during the last three days of 
session of the 13th Congress, after which a bi- 
cameral conference committee would have 
reconciled the two versions and passed a bill 
that would become the law once the President 
signed it. But the House could not get a quo- 
rum to pass its bill and Congress adjourned 
without passing this important legislation. 

The bill will now have to go back to step one 
in the long, convoluted legislative mill and it 
could take many months or even years before 
iris passed. By that time, many more Filipinos 
will be dead because they could not afford to 
buy medicines, 


to explain why they should not be thrown into 
apitand left to rot there. 

But more than the triggermen, 1 indict those. 
who made this murder possible. 

1 indict Benjamin Abalos and the Comelec 
who could have prevented this by simply 
warning that hell would have no fury than vot- 
ers screwed. I indict Hermogenes Esperon and 
like-minded generals who could have prevent- 
ed this by guarding Dimasidsing’s life like it 
were their own, which in fact was the nation’s 
own, Dimasidsing's lifeblood linked to it like a 
transfusion to a dying man. l indict the bishops 
who could have prevented this by thundering 
forth against cheating in 2004 instead of justi- 
fying it by saying everybody cheats anyway. 
With all the rings on their fingers and all the 
finery on their backs, they are not worthy to 
kiss the feet of this very simple, and very dead, 
man. And 1 indict GMA and all of Malacahang 
‘who made this possible—no, as inevitable as 
the dying of light—by showing that crime does 
pay so long as you can defend it with guns 
and/ or bury it with public indifference. 

‘And I honor the man who more than anyone 
today, living or dead, truly deserves to be 
called a hero. One who has shown that he is 
willing not just to die for democracy but to live 
for it. This is not someone who died accidental- 
ly while carrying out his duties as an ele 
official this is someone who was murdered for 
living his life as a true educator. 1 demand as a 
citizen that the Comelec be changed this very 
instant into Musa Dimasidsing Election Com- 
mission, in the same way that the Manila Inter- 
national Airport was changed into the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport, ifonly to remind 
GMA and Abalos and their kind of the depths 
of this country's loss and the claim to immor- 
tality of someone who will live on long after 
they are dead and forgotten. 

As for the rest of us, who are losing our ca- 
pacity to live like human beings, never mind as 
citizens of a democratic country, let us build 
him а shrine, if only in our hearts. And for 
God's sake never allow the candles that light it 
тобе 
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FIVE MONTHS AFTER HIS INAUGURATION IN 
January 1962 as fifth president of the Third Philip- 
pine Republic, Diosdado Macapagal stunned the 
nation, as well as the United States, with а procla- 
mation declaring June 12 as Independence Day, 
replacing July 4, the day when the United States 
relinquished sovereignty to Filipinos in 1946. 

As Filipinos celebrated yesterday the 45th an- 
niversary of the historic change of date, the nation 
stood deeply divided, following the May 2007 elec- 
tion, in contrast to the euphoria that united the peo- 
ple when they celebrated the first June 12 Indepen- 
ence Day behind a newly elected president. 

More than a million people packed the Luneta 
in a sen of humanity, compared to less than 
300,000 that attended previous Fourth of July cel- 
ebrations, The first June 12 celebration crowd was 
surpassed in size and nationalistic fervor only by 
the Independence Day parade at the Luneta during 
the 1998 centennial of Philippine Independence 
proclaimed by Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo in Kawit. 

Macapagal of the Liberal Party, on the first June 
12celebration, seized the standard of Philippine na- 
tionalism from the Nacionalista Party administra- 
Чоп of President Carlos Р Garcia, whom Macapagal 
defeated in the November 1961 election mainly on. 
the issue of corruption stemming from Garcia's "ll 
ipino First" economy policy. Macapagal turned the 
tables on Garcia by accusing him of using economic. 
nationalism to cover up corruption. He inaugurated 
а New Era administration promising “moral regen- 
eration,” urdertaking the liberalization of the econ- 
Ошу under the tenets of free enterprise and lifting 
а regime of foreign exchange and import controls 
that favored cronies of Garcia with business advan- 
tages and windfall profits from foreign exchange 
and import licensing. 

Macapagal, a charismatic, articulate and vi- 
sionary leader, at first inspired great expectations 
of political and economic reforms and in ethical 
Standards for the presidency, with his New Era 
programs modeled on US President Franklin D. 
Roosevelrs revolutionary 1934 New Deal that 
sparked the US recovery from the Great Depres- 


JUST BEFORE MY DUE DATE FOR MY SECOND 
child, our Lamaze teacher, Mercy Fabros, con- 
ducted a special session on breast-feeding. Her 
message, repeated time and again, was: "Don't 
take home that can of milk the hospitals will give 
you. And don't buy any milk either.” 

"The reason was that, while breast-feeding is 
the natural way of feeding one's child, a mother, 
especially a first-time mother, will need some 
time to get used to the techniques of effective 
breast-feeding. The reason so many mothers say 
they just cannot produce enough milk may notre- 
ally be physiological but psychological. They may 
be tense or stressed out or in some pain after de- 
livery. They may even already be undergoing the 
early stages of post-partum depression. 

“This is why the early days after delivery are so 
difficult (and why paternity leave is so neces- 
sary). But while it may take some time for the ba- 
by to "latch on," in most cases breast-feeding can 
proceed without a hitch in a day or two. Whats 
heeded is some persistence and patience on the 
part of the mother and lots of support from the 
husband and other members of the family, as well 
asthe doctors, nurses and midwives surrounding 

er, 

Bur, and this is a big but, if there is a can of in- 
fant formula and bottles nearby, the temptation 
to give up and resort to bottle-feeding will be 
strong and nearly overwhelming. Some mothers, 
sadly, will even be so takeri with the notion that 
botlefeeding is “modern,” “sanitary” and 
"healthy" that they will have made up their minds 
to bottle-feed even before they deliver 

Of course, that is their choice. And they have 
all the right to make that choice. But what kind of 
information was given, and how much social and 
‘commercial pressure was brought to bear on the 
mother before that choice was made? 

IN 1986, after years of advocacy by consumer 
and women's health groups, the Department 
of Health formulated the Milk Code regulating 
the marketing and promotion of breast-milk 
substitutes. Among the more prominent fea- 
tures of the Code was a provision against giv- 
ing “free” cans of infant formula to women 
who had just given birth. Mill manufacturers 
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Sion of 1929 to 1933. But within months of his in- 
auguration, Macapagal plunged into the turmoil 
of scandals and controversies spawned by his re- 
forms, and rapidly dissipated the enormous polit- 
ical capital he had won in the election. 

Yesterday, the nation marked with a tinge of 
poignancy one of the undoubtedly memorable 
legacies of the first Macapagal presidency to the 
nation, including the agrarian reform program 
and a strong suit for foreign policy, under the ad- 
ministration of his daughter, President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo. When President Arroyo pre- 
sided over yesterday's Independence Day rites, 
she was less of a nationalist vis-à-vis the United 
States than her illustrious father and had slipped 
into public disfavor more deeply than her father 
at the lowest ebb of his political fortunes, after 
she was overwhelmingly repudiated by the Fil 
ipino people in the last Senate election. 

When Macapagal spoke at the Luneta on his 
first June 12 address to the nation, his speech was 
drowned by waves of thunderous applause from 
more than a million Filipinos packed at the Lune- 
ta, waving small Philippine flags, especially when 
he said: 

“in the discharge of my responsibility as Presi- 
dent of he Republic, I moved е observance ofthe 
anniversary of our independence to this day, be- 
cause a nation is bom into freedom on the day 
‘when such a people molded into a nation by a pro- 
cess of cultural evolution and sense of oneness bom 
of common struggle and suffering, announce to the 
‘world that it asserts its natural right to liberty and is 
ready to defend it with blood, life and honor” 

Macapagal had first noted, as a junior officer of 


Skirting the ban 


were likewise prohi 

fant formula, and their sales personnel from 
trawling the corridors of maternity wards 
which they were wont to do. 

Such provisions were immediately circum- 
vented by the multinationals. In an open let- 
ter the Philippines Breastfeeding Coalition 
mentioned how "unethical marketing prac- 
tices... glamorize infant formula on every me- 
dia ranging from television to face-to-face pro- 
motions in hospitals, health centers and 
‘mothers’ classes.” The coalition said it even 
had “evidence (that) health workers receive 
expensive gifts (while) milk company repre- 
sentatives are given huge allowances for en- 
tertaining high-performing health workers. 
Formula representatives have financed all 
health workers in a city to go overseas.” 

А documentary “Formula for Disaster,” pro- 
duced by Unicef, shows clear and graphic 
proof of these contentions. Health workers 
and midwives are shown talking to urban and 
rural poor mothers on their feeding practices. 
Appallingly, many mention giving their less- 
than-a-year-old children well-known brands 
of “full” milk, which are clearly inappropriate 
for very young children with immature diges- 
tive systems. The health workers clearly look 
dismayed, but instead of encouraging the 
mothers to resume or start breast-feeding 
(which is possible even after a few months), 
they recommend brands of infant formula, de- 
scribing some as “high-end” or “low-end.” 


‘THE MULTINATIONALS also found a most inge- 
nious way of getting around the ban on advertis- 
ing infant formula. 

“They devised the so-called “follow-on” formu- 


that of the Philippines" and the common event 
“served to perpetuate unpleasant memories” of 
‘American colonial subjugation of the Philippines. 
in his memoirs, Macapagal said that after 
checking the reaction to shifting Independence 
Day to June 12, he found there was virtual una- 
nimity on the desirability of transferring the cele- 
bration from July 4. A few suggested Jan. 21, the 
opening day of the Malolos Congress in 1899, or 
Jan. 23, when the Congress ratified the Kawit in- 
dependence proclamation on June 12. 

‘The problem with these other dates was that 
the government Aguinaldo established when he 
proclaimed independence on June 12 was a dic- 
tarorship, and June 12 became the consensus. 

Macapagal found the occasion to declare the 
breakon Мау 9, when the US House of Represen- 
tatives rejected the $73-million additional war 
damage bill to the Philippines. The rejection 
touched off a wave of public indignation in the 
Philippines. It came as Macapagal was scheduled 
to make a state visit to the United States. He post- 
poned the visit, and told US President John E 
Kennedy in a letter: "The feeling of resentment 
among our people and attitude of the US 
Congress negate the atmosphere of goodwill up- 
оп which my state visit... was predicated.” 

"The shift was one of the most widely applaud- 
ed decisions Macapagal ever made. To emphasize 
the symbolism, he invited Aguinaldo to be the 
guest of honor at the first June 12 celebration. 
Aguinaldo wrote Macapagal to express his “pro- 
found gratitude" for the proclamation, calling ita 
“patriotic act” and saying that June 12 was the 
date “when we announced to the whole world 
thatwe were a free and independent nation.” 

"The shift was formalized into law on Aug. 4, 1964, 
when Macapagal signed Republic Act 4166, declar- 
ing June 12 as Philippine Independence Day July 4 
faded into history to be known as Republic Day: 


Ja, which is supposed to be appropriate only for 
babies 6 months or older and which they could 
then advertise and promote. These days, we've 
even seen ads for powdered milk addressed to 
narrower market niches, for children one year or 
older, 2 years or older, and even children in the 
so-called “growth gap" years. 

Even sneakier is the practice of some milk mar- 
keters to use a single "root" word for the brands 
of their various formulations, in a way creating 
“brand awareness” and loyalty even for infant 
formula brands. 

Т for one support an outright ban on milk ad- 

vertising, Placing limitations on advertising in- 
fant formula doesn't make sense when poor par- 
ents resort to giving infants “full” milk, a danger- 
ous practice. Better to ban advertising of any 
brand of milk. 
‘THE UPDATED Implementing Rules and Regu- 
lations of the Milk Code, now under a TRO 
from the Supreme Court, do not even propose 
to ban milk advertising wholesale. Apart from 
restricting the promotion of infant formula 
brands, which is already in the Code, it would 
regulate the messages such advertising and 
marketing practices deliver. 

‘Any advertising, to my mind, that suggests 
that powdered milk is in any way superior to 
breast milk is deceptive and downright danger- 
ous. One brand of milk, for instance, touts the 
“taurine” in its product which is supposed to 
make for more intelligent children. What the 
ads fail to mention is that breast milk contains 
far more taurine than formula, and in its natu- 
ral form. Studies in fact show that children who 
are fed formula (even with taurine) have 3 to 5 
10 points fewer than breast fed children. 

The awful truth really is that it will take 
years and years before the DOH and breast- 
feeding advocates can make a dent on the in- 
fant formula market. The milk industry's claim. 
that the updated IRR would damage its eco- 
nomic viability is hogwash. Even if the TRO is 
lifted and the IRR implemented fully and zeal- 
ously, milk companies with their billions in 
profits will still continue to make money as 
they are doing now. 


Struggles of students abroad 


OSCAR FRANKLIN TAN, OUR KABABAYAN WHO 
recently got his master’s degree from Harvard Law 
‘School, is front-page material back home ‘because 
he had the distinct honor of being made to deliver 
the valedictory address at their commencement 
exercises. At a rival Ivy League university, the vale- 
dictory would have been delivered, as dictated by 
tradition, in Latin. The use of an ancient language 
is meant to impress proud friends and parents in 
the crowd. As the oration is delivered, the mem- 
bers of the graduating class would laugh and clap 
at certain parts simply because they have, un- 
known to the outsiders, an English copy of the 
speech in their programs. The academic joke is lost 
‘on parents who contributed to the hefty tuition 
fee; the Latin oration make all the love, expense 
and effort to attain that degree all worth it. 

Filipinos who have earned their degrees abroad 
know that the associate, bachelor's and masters 
degree holders are merely called out by class and 
their degrees conferred on them like a religious 
blessing at Mass. At best, only the Ph.D.s ascend 
the stage to receive their hoods and diplomas. 

In the Philippines, every graduate from kinder- 
garten to a doctorate goes up the stage to receive a 
diploma during commencement exercises that take 
hours to complete. Having to attend these exercises 
annually, my only- complaint is the heat, made 
worse by the dark academic gown and hood we are 
required to wear. don'tmind the length of the cere- 
топу because I delight in seeing former students go 
onstage. I can only imagine how the parents of the 
graduates feel. Commencement. exercises are held 
more for the parents than the graduates. 

It was not only the triumph but the trials 
shared by Tan that made his story Page 1 materi- 
al. 1 was struck by his creativity in stretching his 
food budget. The envious back home rarely see 
beneath the silver lining to realize that studying 
abroad entails more challenges than doing the 
same in, home turf. Having to live abroad, to 
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adapt to a new culture and people is a different 
story altogether. 

Тап story reminded me of Filipinos in the 
19th century who studied in European universi- 
ties. These young men were called ilustrados or 
“enlightened ones” in history textbooks, and 
some of them are now our heroes. We tend to for- 
get the effort they put into their studies and we 
are glad that like Tan they have left some record 
of their struggles. 

In the memoirs of Jose Alejandrino, "The Price 
of Freedom,” we find a Rizal story that mirrors 
that of Tan. It reads: 

"In Ghent [Belgium] we lived in a room paying 
so much for our lodging and breakfast. Rizal 
asked me, ‘How much would the room cost with- 
out the breakfast?” 

“I talked to the landlady and she told me that 
she would reduce the rent so much if we did not 
take the breakfast [included in our rent]. Rizal 
made his calculations and concluded that if we 
made our own breakfast, we could save some 
[money]. He bought tea, sugar, alcohol and a box 
of biscuits. Upon arriving at the house, he opened 
the biscuits and [proceeded to count and divide] 
them equally between [the two of] us. He told me 
that we owned so many biscuits each, and that, by 
dividing the number of biscuits by 30 days, we 
‘would have so many biscuits for each breakfast. 

"The first day, because of my personal pride, 1 
contenzed myself with my ration. And so with the 
following day But on the third day, told him that 


my ration was not enough for me. Then he an- 
swered, ‘Well, you can borrow from your ration 
for tomorrow: Through frequent borrowing, I ate 
upall my share in 15 days, while [Rizal] rigorous- 
Ту limited himself to his daily ration." 

This anecdote makes us re-think the life of ex- 
patriate Filipino students past and present. We of- 
ten presume that those who study abroad can af- 
ford it, but even Rizal had to budget his al- 
lowance from home, which was just enough for 
essentials. And this allowance often arrived late 
because they did not have ATM cards, wireless 
transfers, or pera padala, like we have today. 

‘We have letters from people like Felix Resur- 
reccion Hidalgo reminding their relatives to send 
the allowance ASAP He wrote his mother, "Tm liv- 
ing on potatoes.” 

“Juan Luna is said to have gone to a restaurant 
once and when he received the small tray with the 
bill, he realized he didn't have enough cash on him. 
So he took out his paint box and created a realistic 
looking high-denomination French bill on the tray 
When the restaurant owner tried to get the pay- 
ment, he was surprised that the tray was painted. 
He gave Luna a meal on the house and kept the tray. 
"That tray, if found today, would cost more than his 
meal if placed at auction in Christie's: 

Alejandrino also wrote: “in Brussels we took our 
meals in a house and Rizal on one occasion sug- 
gested that we have pansit. We were spending so 
much a day, so we spent one day's [budget] for the 
purchase of the necessary ingredients. It seems, 
however, that he committed an error in his calcule 
tions for we spent two days’ appropriation and the 
pansit came out more than what we intended. In 
order to remedy the error, we were compelled to 
have pansit for lunch and supper for two days." 

‘We should always remember that behind each 
great success is a great struggle. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 


Baby signs 


WHAT WILL I WRITE ABOUT? 1 WAS THINKING THIS 
morning—until Noy (I'm giving my son a pseudonym since I 
write about him from time to time) came to me wringing his 
hands. "Change diaper?" 1 asked to confirm, and he nodded." 

‘As I went to get a diaper, 1 remembered that some time, 
back, I promised readers an article about the wonders of bat 
by signing, so here itis. 4 

Noy is not deaf, but he uses sign language because I taught, 
him to. The baby i 
signing movement 
began in the United 
States about 20 
years ago, but is not. 
widely well known 
yet. My sister, who $ 
lives in Canada and Michael L. Tan ho 
specializes in speech рае oa, SF 
therapy, endorsed it quite enthusiastically when she visited a 
few weeks ago. She taught Noy two signs within a few days 
and Гуе taken over, now convinced they should give a Nobel, 
Prize to the ones who invented this baby signing, considering? 
how much peace it has brought to so many homes. 7 

Noy is a year and a half old, and like most babies his age, 
he can't quite talk yet. He tries апа, occasionally succeeds, for 
example, saying "Tat," originally to refer to cats, but now ex- 
tended to include dogs. When he can't get through, that's 
when he whines, cries or shrieks. But that rarely happens ev-, 
er since we've gone into signing. 

One of the courses I teach at the university is linguistic an-^ 
thropology, so I know that signing makes sense. It's unrealis- 
tic to expect babies to speak as we do. Like our closest rela- 
tives, the chimpanzees, infants have a vocal apparatus that 
can't quite form words as human adults do. Notice that in- 
fant babbling is mainly vowels, the consonants requiring a: 
bit more development (for one thing, it'd help if they had" 
more teethl). 

Human language eventually emerged, thanks not just to 
our vocal apparatus but also to the kind of brain we have, ; 
‘which allows abstractions and reflection. Filipinos tend to 
think babies are unthinking (‘wala pang malay”), but in fact? 
they do think quite early but can't speak, so they use ges- 
tures. Notice how they vigorously point to show they wants 
something (or want it taken away), and when they want to 
know what it is. Babies do think, and are trying to learn as 
much as they сап. 

Baby inquirers 

You're probably getting my drift now. Babies are avid in- 
quirers and if they do this by pointing, why not teach them 
more ways of signing what they want? Spoken language is; 
after all just another form of signification. 

In the late 1970s, Joseph Gareiá was working as an inter-, 
preter for the deaf in Alaska and noticed that the hearing ba-, 
Bies of deaf parents were communicating much earlier than! 
the children of hearing parents. Intrigued, he focused on ba- 
by signing as his doctoral research at Alaska Pacific Universi- 
ty Meanwhile, at the University of California at Davis, psy- 
chologists Linda Acredolo and Susan Goodwyn were also do- , 
ing something similar, spurred by ‘Acredolo’s observations of 
her own daughters attempts at signing. 2 

Garcia's research found that children could produce sim-? 
ple signs at around eight months and that when, later, they 
could speak, they had a better grasp of language and gram- | 
mar. Acredolo and Goodwyn did a bigger study, comparing 
children who learned signing and those who didn't, and fol-’ 
lowing the children for eight years. They found the signing 
children had a better grasp of grammar and (now, this is still? 
controversial) higher 1Qs. Other studies have since found: 
signing children to be better at reading and spelling. 1 

"Now, I don't really care about 10 claims. I think whats 
most important is reducing the frustration babies (and par- 
ents) have when the child can't communicate, and allowing ^ 
them to be as expressive as they can. i 

Any disadvantages? There was some concern that signing? 
children might stagnate and not move on to speaking, but? 
the fear has been dispelled by studies. 

Teaching the signs ; 

It's actually quite simple to teach babies to sign. The books, 
that are available are American so naturally they suggest us- | 
ing American Sign Language, but you can certainly use Fil-3 
ipino Sign Language, or even come up with your own sys- 
tem. The reason we use one of the established sign language i 
systems is that the child learns an extra. language that's al- 
ready being used—in this case, by the deaf. 

“The signing books usually start with the signing for “eat.” Í 
The best time to teach this is right before a meal. You take ће) 
child's hand, and bring it to her mouth (in Filipino, pagsubo) 
and ask "Eat?" or "Kain?" (be consistent though with the 
‘word you use). You can also demonstrate the sign yourself 
Follow the signing with food. Repeat this several times. Be- 
cause eating is so essential to the baby, he's bound to pick up 
very quickly. Soon, if the child seems irritable, you can ask, 
"Eat?" and he'll respond with the sign to confirm. Or, come to 
you and sign when he is hungry. 

'A second sign you can tackle is “more”—again best taught | 
while eating. You pause while feeding and then ask “More?” | 
followed by the sign, which is bringing the fingertips of your 
two hands together several times. You should see Noy now ' 
when he's hungry: he'll sign both “eat” and “more”--and. 
more, and more. And the rare times he's full, he just shakes, 
his head when you ask, "More?" 

A very useful sign is “hurt,” where you get the tips of you 
index fingers to touch, over the painful area. This is a bi 
tricky. You may have to pretend here by hitting your head оп! 
the wall and grimacing and then signing for hurt, which ist 
touching the tips of your index fingers over the painful part. 
Babies are born sadists and they'll laugh their heads off with , 
your antics, but eventually they realize it is an important 
Sign. And because you respond by consoling them whenever 
they hurt (Ido by kissing the afflicted part), just watch them ' 
sign for "hurt" even when they're not. 

Most of the time, they do mean hurt when they sign, and 
that saves so much trouble when you're trying to figure out 
why they're throwing a tantrum, Same thing with "sleep" 
and "drink" or even "take a bath." (Noy has more initiative, 
going to the closet and bringing out a towel.) There are 
Signs for everything (Noy just learned “rain” last night), in- 
cluding emotions although this will have to come when 
they're a bir older. Even when they can speak, babies often 
can't quite identify the emotions they have and you'll have 
to process this with them. (Mind you, some adults never 
quite learn either to identify much less deal with their emo- 
tions.) 

Local bookstores now carry quite a few books on baby 
signing. I'm using Diane Ryan's "The Complete Idiot's Guide 
to Baby Sign Language," but there are also books from the in- 
novators: “Baby Signs" by Linda Acredolo and Susan Good- 
wyn and Joseph Garcia's “Sign with Your Babies." 

Your child is discovering the world, and you're discovering 
his world. Its an exciting time that won't ever be repeated, so 
take advantage of it with both sign and spoken language. 
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A giant among pygmies 


MIKE DEFENSORS CONCES- 
SION is a rarity. It illuminates his 
courage and character, Such hu- 
mility and absence of fault-finding 
heal wounds that gnaw at our na- 
tional psyche. 

Indeed, Defensor is a giant 
among the political pygmies con- 
sumed by obsession to be in pow- 
er at all costs. His proven admin- 
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touching Aera. 
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presence of his prayerful and sup- 

portive Julie Rose and their 

adorable children, underscoring 

another sterling facet of his being. 
a model family man, 

—RUDEGELIO D. TACORDA, 

21 Matalino St., 

Diliman, Quezon City 


istrative and leadership skills 
make Defensor rank quite high in 
the select few of competent, hon- 
est and dedicated future Filipino 
leaders, There is no need to rein- 
vent him. 

Like all of us, he has a private 
legend to fulfill. What rendered 
the moment (his graceful accep- 
tance of defeat) charmingly 


IP you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


reedersadvocate@ inquirencom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. 


MEDICard - Lifeline 
MOA Signing — 5 
и 


MEbiCard PHILIPPINES, Inc.- ona of the country's largest HMOs, recently signed iho fenawal of 

wih LIFELINE AMBULANCE RESCUE, the company which пом evolved as ihe Philippines Несие 911 
MEDICard's DR, VOLTAIRE VICTORIA (Sales and Business Davi. Manager) and LUI 

ih Llelne's. MONICA DEAKIN (President & CEO) and TINA HILADO-CABUNAG |VP-Admlnistration).. Standing from. 
are MEDICard's MIGUEL CESAR JARDIEL (Supervisor-Account Mgmt.) and АМАВЕЦ 


MEDICard to avall of Lfeline's emergency quick response ambulance service which is reachable thru 16-911 


'corporato tie-up agreement 
Siling from right are 
MONTOYA (EVP & General Manager) 


Ч 
E CALAYAG (Marketing Assistant) th 
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ment, 


ministration 


stitutional integrity. 


ofthis administration. 


which showed the unpopularity of 
GMA and the national govern- 


2, A protest vote against the an- 
ti-democratic policies of the ad- 
and a backlash 
against its continuing assault on 
the Senate's independence and in- 


3. The voters’ preference for an 
oppositionist Senate to act as a 
counterbalance to the executive 
and to continue to serve as a “pub- 
lic watchdog” against the excesses 


4. An acknowledgement that 
the public has not totally forgot- 
ten the "Hello Garci” scandal, the. 
question about the legitimacy of 
GMAs presidency, Jocelyn ‘Joc- 
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GO win: ‘An accurate gauge of the national mood’ 


THE ADMINISTRATION'S DEFEN- 
ders and apologists in the media 
and the political sector are still in 
denial of the significance of the 
Genuine Opposition’s victory. From 
this ordinary citizen's standpoint, 
the Senate election result is a more 
accurate gauge of the national 
mood; a reflection of the national 
sentiment against Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo and her administration. 
On the other hand, the results in 
the local elections only reflect the 
people's sense on issues that are 
parochial in nature. 

The GO victory can be inter- 
preted as follows: 

1. A validation of the series of 
surveys undertaken by both Social 
Weather Stations and Pulse Asia, 


joc” Bolante and the fertilizer 
scam, the Jose Pidal issue and the 
political killings and forced disap- 
pearances, among other national 
scandals, and that the public 
looks up to an oppositionist Sen- 
ate to continue to probe and pro- 
vide a closure to these nagging 
controversies, 

5, The Senate election repudiat- 
ed GMAs and First Gentleman 
Mike Arroyo's loyal defenders and 
close political allies—Mike Defen- 
sor, Prospero Pichay, Chavit 
Singson—in a strong display of 
electoral people power. 

—FERDIET.SIBAL, 

18 Green Leaves St, 
Capitol Green Village, 
Tandang Sora, Quezon City 


The phono-syllabic technique: how it started in RP 


TREAD WITH KEEN INTEREST NINA CATHE- 
rine Calleja's article titled "School teaches kids 
to read in one month.” (Inquirer, 6/3/07) 

The phono-syllabic technique being used by 
Veronica Quintana-Arioder seems very much 
similar to the technique that has been used for 
the past several decades by the Magbassa Kita. 
Foundation Inc. in promoting literacy nation- 
wide, 

This technique was taught by a Malaysian 
educator, Nooraihan Ali, wife of a Malaysian 
minister then. Nooraihan taught the technique 
to two teachers in Marungko, Bulacan. 

Subsequently, Nooraihan and Santanina 
Tillah Rasul met and the two educators went 
to Jolo in 1965 to try if Nooraihan's technique 
would be effective among the Tausug Mus- 
lims. The experiment was a tremendous suc- 
cess. 

Nooraihan authorized Rasul to use her tech- 
nique to promote literacy. Rasul experimented 
on several combinations of factors, to deter- 
mine what combination was effective in teach- 
ing literacy to adults, 

Later Rasul wrote primers, using the phono- 
syllabic technique. The first was in Tausug— 
“Magbassa Kita” in 1966; then in Samal— 
“Amassa Kitam” in 1967; then in Maguindanao 
(assisted by lawyer Michael Mastura)-- 
“Matiya Tanu.” Finally, Rasul wrote an adapta- 
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pecuniary gain. 


Several days ago, the Japanese 

ture minister committed 
suicide after he was reported to 
have been involved in corruption. 
But of course, the Japanese have 
been known to value honor above 
anything else and would rather 
commit harakiri to avoid disgrace. 
They do not have the gall to face 
the world after a shameful deed. 
This code of honor, which is ordi- 
nary among the Japanese, is rare 
among Filipinos, most of whom. 
would rather sacrifice honor for 


tion of her primer in Filipino—"Tayo'y Bu- 
masa.” All her books have been approved by 
the Department of Education as а text for adult 
education and have been made reference ma- 
terials for the elementary grade pupils. 

The literacy projects of Rasul have earned 
for her several Unesco awards—national, re- 
gional (Thailand) and international (Paris) 

Because of her literacy work, Rasul was ap- 
pointed honorary ambassador of Unesco dur- 
ing the International Literacy Year (1990). Her 
literacy primers won third prize in the 1985 
Unesco Nesim Habif Award. 

After Rasul was elected senator, she orga- 
nized the Magbassa Kita Foundation Inc. to 
continue her literacy work 

1 have been with Rasul from the early ex- 
perimental stage in 1996 up to the present. 1 
was the national trainer for all the Magbassa 
Kita Literacy Projects. Should you wish to 
know more about the Magbassa Kita literacy 
projects, you can call me at Tel. No. 240- 
0443. 

Rasul started in 1966 and her project con- 
tinues till this day—four decades of service to 
the Filipino people. 

—NENITA T. ALLIAN, 

9 Ascona St, 

Village Bast Executive Homes, 
Cainta, Rizal 


It's a shot at the moon: shaming 
Comelec officials into resigning 


THIS IS IN REACTION TO THE 
June 5 editorial of the INQUIRER, 
which suggested that we shame 
the chair and commissioners of 
the Commission on Elections into 
resigning from public office. The 
strategy might be effective if the 
officials had the Japanese's sense 


If the Japanese sense of honor 
were alive among the majority of 
Filipino government officials, the 
Arroyos, Estradas, Abaloses, Gon- 
zaleses, Bolante and a host of 
many others would be watching 
by now how the grass grow from 
below. 

The late Philippine Star colum- 
nist Teodoro Benigno called this 
kind of Filipinos in government 
“ang mga walang hiya (those with- 
out shame)." 

The shamelessness of some of 
them is apparent in their persis- 
tence in holding on to the seat of 
power they do not rightfully occu- 
ру. No amount of shaming will be 
enough to force them to leave 
their seat because they, like many 
members of Congress, value mon- 
ey more than honor. 

—RAMON MAYUGA, 
GeRMayuga@aol.com 


We are Filipino-Americans all 


NOT HAPPY WITH A COMMON 
language and dozens of dialects, 
we air most of our TV news reports 
and shows in the language of 
Shakespeare—as if we are trying to 
impress tourists and foreign diplo- 
mats—thus unwittingly alienating 
the less literate among us. True, 
English is our second language and. 
Filipinos can easily carry on a pri- 
vate chat in English, at home and 
school or in he office. My point is 
must we also do the same on TV? 
Does it make more sense, for 
example, that “The Explainer” ex- 
plains purely in English his sub- 
his 
searched work, the erudite Mano- 
Jo Quezon is just talking to an edu- 
cated few, unknowingly ignoring 
the masses who constitute the ma- 
jority and who most deserve to 


Јес)? Despite 


know. 


home with English? 


ofthe bleachers? 


1 also find it odd, if not ludi- 
crous, watching the discomfort of 
а guest groping to match the 
suave and fluent English diction of 
Ricky Carandang. Can't Ricky 
slow down or switch to Taglish 
when his guest is obviously not at 


How about those three persons 
of "Hardball" who mimic ESPN's 
American sports analysts? If they 
‘want to be real and relevant to lo- 
cal sports, why don't they use the 
language of Filipino sports fans or 


When our favorite networks 
speak a foreign language, can we 
honestly call them kapamilya or 
kapuso? We showcase on TV how 
young Filipino-Americans abroad 
have already lost their native ac- 
centand can now “speak out? with 
an American twang—as if this 
жеге an accomplishment--rather 
than lament the fact that these 


young kids can no longer speak 
the tongue of their mothers and 
fathers. Not that i's wrong for Fil- 
Ams to speak English but must a 
Filipino network stage this 
hypocrisy on cable television for 
the whole world to see? Better re- 
name this cable TEAC for The Fil- 
American Channel, Most other mi- 
norities in the United States also 
have their cable TV shows but 
their programs are proudly broad- 
cast not in English but in the lan- 
guage of their country of origin. In 
using their own language on TV 
do these other immigrants love 
America less than "Speak Out" Fil- 
Ams do? 

The viewing public might get 
the impression that "Speak Out" is 
meant to tell the world the fallacy 
that Filipinos are smart because 
they can speak English. I think 
that Filipinos of American birth, 
education and orientation who 
can still express themselves both 
in Pilipino and English are 
smarter. 

How can we find and harness 
what Filipino value is when we on- 
ly wait for and adopt the latest in 
pop culture, reality and game 
shows from abroad: from million- 
aires to idols, from big brothers to 
big deals, from rap to hip hop? It 
seems we can no longer create TV 
entertainment without sacrificing 
Filipino value, Just look around 
you and see what young Pinoys 
‘wear; listen to the music they 
make and the songs they sing. We 
have allowed the rape of our cul- 
ture, Except for our original cute 
noses and brown complexion, we 
are virtually American in thought, 
‘word, taste and whims. 

—POMPEYO PEDROCHE, 
Colonia, New Jersey, USA 
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But the disaster it wrought in June 1991 has altered lives, overcome by victims through a lot of optimism, courage and hard work, 
TONETTEOREASINOURERCENTRALLUZON 


By Tonette Orejas one-hectare farm in the village of P2,000 monthly without fail. eration of his 30 fellow farmers. — materials that nearly cost them 
City of San Fernando Sen Antonio in Bacolor town. “їс is different when you havea Until 1995, they refused toleave their lives, enabled 20 families to 
5 e house. The tent city (as how they theirfarms in Barangay Duatin Ba- rebuild their homes in the village. 
ISASTERS ARE DESTRUCTIVE AND COULD Starting on little called evacuation centers here) was color Living near the laharfiled “We did not leave farming even 
is de worse by wrong responses: Depend. _ Ween бе amu doubled, she cowed. Thats mara ре юла Россо Rive; they gute when the conditions were not 
a however, on one's will to live, these could ‘went into direct selling, going house- а family. Having your own house is pumice stones to. зей at PS a sack. suitable for it. We persisted. We 
Ing, | d a г to-house in middle-income subdivi- like you have a church. You'feel Before the biggest of lahar tapped government agencies be- 
not kill one's hope to go on and start all over again. sions to sell cosmeticsand dothes. comfortable,” Dizon, 43, said. rampages devastated the village, cause anyway, the money be- 
‘The toughest among the sur. capitaltobuyandsellrubbersip- Аз resetlements began rising She said she came out a victor. they had the good sense of stor- longed to us, the people. Look at 
vivors of Mt. Pinatubo's 1991 pers made bya fellow victim. in 1994 and victims were trans- іп that most difficult adversity be- ing ampalaya seeds. where we are now. This is the re- 
a aya believed ialis themost ^ She thought this washer way of fered there, she boughta tricycle causeshe “chosenottogiveup.” With nowhere else to go, they ward of persistence and bayani- 
important lesson they could share ending the days when her entire so she could reach more clients. “Why should I surrender? The organized the Samahan ng mga han (cooperation). In fact, Mt. 
pan erh anniversary of one of brood relied on the mercy of oth- Нег husband, who had recov- disaster was only achallenge,"said Anakpawis Cooperative (Sac), Pinatubo's sand and ash enriched 
Жен worst сшазцорһев. ers. The days stretched to several ered from his ailment, tookacon- Dizon, nowa mother ofseven. rented lands in Mexico and re- the soil. The soil is more fertile,” 
Че stil all up to you if you weeks and the dependence on struction job in Guam for two “It all begins in how you look at sumed farming there. Limpin, 54, said. 
want to nise [from the disaster], others made her feel helpless. The years, enabling the couple to buy life, inyourfaith intheLord,inhow от a loan of P20,000 from “You won't survive if you're 
sare Nd bethefisstone to help ashes thatthe volcano spewed out а public utility jeep. This brought you love your family in what kind Sacop, Sacís net worth in 2006 alone. You should help each other; 
yourself and your family. Others weakened her husband's lungs. in income and was used when she of future you want your family to increased to P1 million. They : also because all of you were victims," 
Wil help but they will stopata “When no relief goods came, we bought her supplies at the Diviso- have,” she said. “The fact you are initiated their own “balik baryo” he said. 
certain point,” Juliet Dizon said. ate little rice flavored with soy ria marketin Manila. alive is enough reason to go on." (return to village) program by Based on Pinatubo conferences 
Inher case, she began anewon sauce. I cried every time I saw my They managed to get a 120-me- making hollow blocks on the he had attended, Limpin” said 
an PB,000-loan from the Social children (five in 1991) made do ter house and lot at the Sacop-man- Bayanihan P200,000 donations of the Bacol- their stories of reliance ‘on self 
Action Center of Pampanga withlttefood*she said. Food used aged Promised Land in Calibubut, Farmer Almario Limpin drew or government. and group are retold twice Over 
(басор), using the amount as to be bountful when they tiled а Bacolor, paying for it at less than courage from the power ofcoop- The blocks, made of the same many communitiesin Pampanga. 


Japanese’s ‘memory of coldness’ thaws bitter experiences 


By Elizabeth Lolarga 10 years ago and left with scant — gold-leaf décor and a skewed vase. 

Contributor memories of the place. It was ће e Fujiwara Kazu, a large bowl 
“memory of coldness” that stayed with kiln effects. 

Т IS А TANTALIZING PIECE OF INFORMATION: with him. He has been returning to  eYamamoto Ryuichi, a vase 
Te: imported expensive pottery from Luzon in tecounsyforthepast П yearsand with kiln fees 


although there have been “bitterex- ө Shimizu Ichiji, a vase with lin- 
the 16th century. Japanese tea masters of that era, periences,” this has not “бітіп. ear motif and spattered slip décor. 


despite their long tradition of ceramic arts, admired ей my love for i” Every time © Shinno Iwao, a bluishtoned 
the works coming from Philippine kilns. he returns, he feels alive, he said. translucent glazed jar with 

Nobuaki lizawa, assistant director ines nature its shapes arenotper- His sharing of his pottery daylily motif. 
ofthe Japan Foundation, offered this fect either, lizawa said. knowledge is his way of “doing ® Yoshida Yukio, a platter with 
least-known fact at the Tam-awan Notable are the works of Tou- something for thiscountry asahu- overglaze enamel and gold and 
Village in Pinsao Proper Baguio Ску, shin Maruyama, who has had an man being and as an artist. That's. silver décor. 
where an exhibition of Japanese artist's residency at the Philippine my happiness and gladness.” ‘© Ohi Toshio, a freshwater jar 
pottery is going on until June 16. High School for the Arts in Lagu- The other ceramic artists and with white glaze. 

The touring show moves to Silli- па, an offshoot of his falling in their featured works in the e Hori Toshiro, anironglazed jar 
man University in Dumaguete City love with this country. Baguio leg of the exhibit are: Kawakami Tomoko, а 
onJuly1-11beforeendingupatthe He conducted free workshopsat Imaizumi’ Masato, a porce- brown, grainy vase. 

Ayala Museum on July 17-Aug.5.  Tam-awan for 38 children and lain bowl witha maple leaf motif ө Kamoda Taro, a hexagonal vase 

‘The utilitarian vessels and cre- adults, using Vigan clay which he іл black, blue and silver. with black glaze and resist décor. 
ative objects on view come from vigorously kneaded and pounded • Nakazato Taki, a decorated ө Uraguchi Masayuki, a д a 
different pottery areas in Japan into the desired consistency before. freshwater jar celadon incense burner. ACERAMIC place by Toustin Marayama. araos 
with available clay, such as Karat- inviting the participants to try the © Kaneta Masanao, pounded, 
su, Bizen, Tokyo and Kyoto vicini- potter's wheel and mold the mate- hand-hollowed vases. 
ties, Tamba, Kutani, Kanazawa, rial into the shapes they wished. ‘© Miwa Kazuhiko who has con- 

Seto, Mino, Hagi and Mashiko. Е temporary pieces "The Luminous 

The Japanese like “imperfect Alive Circle” and “Dreams in White.” 

shapes” because when one exam- Maruyama said he visited Baguio © Yamato Tsutomu, a bowl with 
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The Advance Culinary Placement Diploma (АСР): 

А two year post-graduate diploma that grooms you to be a 

Chef de Partie in any world-class hotel or restaurant in the world. 
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AH >>> Equipment maintained by Highly Trained Service Technical Team 
+ 2-year paid work experience in top world class >>> The only Franchised Water Reliling Station 
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“Students from over 25 countries study at-sunrice ANT 20, 000 Php worth of Aqua Soft Support Products Gift Check 
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Nurses ready to testify on leakas 


BAGUIO CITY—NURSES WHO EXPOSED CHEAT- 
ing in the June 2006 nursing board examinations 
said they were ready to testify against two examin- 
ers of the Professional Regulation Commission. 


Cyndi Erfe, one of the 92 nurses 
who formally complained to the PRC 
Jast year said she has been preparing 
for the summons in the criminal case 
against Virginia Madeja and Arsenia 
Dionisio, the PRC examiners accused 
of leaking the test questions to two 
review centers in Baguio, 

‘The Office of the Ombudsman 
charged the two with criminal neg- 
ligence last week, almost a year 
since the scandal cost the credibility 
of nursing licenses issued in 2006, 

Erfe provided direct testimony 
about cheating when she and two 
of her fellow examinees alerted 
PRC last yenr about documents 
being circulated during the ex- 
aminations by aspiring nurses. 

Erfe obtained one copy which 
tumed our to be photocopies of ques- 
tions forthe test sections on medical 
surgery and psychiatric nursing, 

‘The examinees, who were al- 
legedly sharing these documents, 
wore giveaway jackets identified 
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in the papers, But we are prepar- 
ing for it,” she said. 

Erfe sald taking a new test in- 
spired her to pursue the case 
against the PRC examiners, 

“1 became very irritated about the 
review centers, Thats why I told my- 
self 1 would do my best on Sunday 
and Monday. After the exams, 1 wil 
attend to all the hearings against the 
culprits, 1 will continue fighting for 
truth whatever happens," she said, 

“Even ifI do this on my own." 

Tingda, who is also nursing 
school dean of Easter College, said 
none of the nursing school offi 
cials who supported the whistle- 
blowers are aware whether their 
charges followed Erfe's lead, 

Many of the whistleblowers 
were divided when the Baguio 
nursing schools deans, Erfe and 
several other examinees support- 
ой the clamor for a retake, 

People who supported a "re- 
take" argued бе was the only 
way to advance the integrity of the 
licensing process In the country 

People who opposed a “retake” ar- 
gued that the examinees were being 
penalized for the leakage. Vincent 
Gabreza, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


GMA to open new Iloilo int'] airport 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
with a popular nursing review Inquirer Visayas 
center she said, 

Some of these examinees offered 
to show the documents to seatmates, 
according to Eres orginal testimony: 

None of these review centers 
have been charged with Madeja 
and Dionislo, however. 

Most of these review centers 
were even booked solid, despite 
last year's controversy, 

Erfe passed last year licensure ex- 
ams, but she voluntarily relinquished 
her cense to try to cam a new one, 

"Ч could fall this time, but that 
would be okay, instead of last year's 
experience where you passed and 
yet everyone felt passing [alongside 
the batch of 2006] was not done in 
good faith," she sald. 

Ruth Tingda, Cordillera gover- 
nor of the Philippine Nurses Asso- 
ciation, said government prosecu- 
tors have not yet approached the 
whistleblowers about the ease, 

“All we know is what we read 


3,000 rally for Comelec move on Bihan 


BINAN, LAGUNA—AT LEAST 
3,000 supporters of incumbent Bi- 
ап vice mayor and leading may- 
oral candidate Marlyn Alonte gath- 
ered in tho town plaza Monday 
night for a prayer rally and to call 
for swift decision from tho Com- 
mission on Elections on a petition 
to declare failure of elections In the 
town filed by Alonte's rival, son-in- 
law of the Comelec chait. 

"The canvassing was suspended 
on May 18 айег candidate Jose 
Ruben Yatco, son-In-law of Com- 
elec Chair Benjamin Abalos, filed 
petition alleging election fraud 
and seeking a Comelec ruling to 
declare the elections a failure, 

Alonte, who Is lending the may- 
oral race with 29,781 votes against 
Yarco's 23,404 votes, according to 


ILOILO CITY--PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo will lead to- 
day the inauguration of the 
new Iloilo international ai 
pore at Cabatuan town in Tol 
o. 
"The President was expected to 
arrive at the airport at around 

30 a.m. on board a private jet 
and hold а meeting at the alrport 
control tower, 

She will proceed to the pre- 
departure area where she will 
lend the opening program, 
along with Transportation Sec- 
retary Leandro Mendoza and 
Japanose Ambassador Ruchiro 
Yamasaki, 

The | PB6 _billion-air- 
port—straddling the towns of 
Sta, Barbara and Cabatuan—was 
built by the Tuisci-Shimizu Joint 
Venture, 

Funding for tho project came 
from a special yen loan package 
of the Japan Bank for Interna- 
Чопа! Cooperation (JBIC). 

Tho airport, built on a 188- 
hectare aren, was designed to 
meet demand for a larger termi- 
mal brought by the increasing 
number of passengers and cargo 
traffic In lollo. 

Tho new alrport has state-of- 
the-art facilities, Including 
landing and navigation sys- 
tems, a modern terminal and 
control tower buildings, It will 
have a runway 2.5 km long and 
45 morers wide, a passenger 
terminal with 12,000 sq. m of 
space and a 1,281 sq, m-cargo 
terminal, 


17-yr-old’s body 
found in ashes 
a day after fire 


(———— MEE TEE PA | 


the Parish Pastoral Council for Re- 
sponsible Voting, also filed а peti- 
tion to lift the suspension order. 

Yatco nccused Alonte of rigging the 
elections while Alonte daimed Yateo 
was using his connection with Abalos 
to change the election results, 

‘The Comelec has yer to decide. 

Philip Piccio, campaign man- 
agor of Alonte, sald the people 
were already anxious. 

А week ago, Alonte, with her 
lawyers, fled а motion for Comelec 
to immediately resolve the case. 

“nf there is sll no (Comelec) de- 
cision at the ond of the month, we 
would go to the Supreme Court and. 
ask them to compel the Comelec to 
immediately decido," Picio said. 

He said, however, that if Com- 
elec would decide to declare an 


election fallure, they would also 
filo а motion with the Supreme 
Court to lift the order, 

“If the Comelec declares a poll 
failure, obviously It was railroad- 
ed, We know what is happening 
there," he said, 

Yatco's spokesperson, lawyer Ding 
Concepcion, defended the delay 

"The commissioners have to 
study various cases like that in 
Maguindanao and the Issue be- 
tween (senatorial candidates) 
Koko Pimentel and Miguel Zu- 
Ып," he said Ina phone Interview. 

Reacting to the prayer rally, 
Concepcion sald that Alontes sup- 
porters present in the rally were 
‘not representative of the 106,000 
voters ofBifian, Niña Catherine 
Calleja, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


UTILITY workers got training on a rabotle machine that would be 
usod for changing light bulbs at and cleaning the roof top of tho new 


Iloilo Intarnational Alrport in Sta, Barbara-Cabatuan town, 
"ARNOLD AUMACENINQUIRER VISAYAS 


EO Rounpup ET 


Lightning kills 3 girls 
LUCENA CITY--A savan-yoar-old girl and her two eldor sistors wore killod 
whon the motor boat thay wore riding In was struck by lightning off Calauag 
Bay Monday, police sald yostarday. 
"Tho Calauag police station sald two othar boat passengers wara seriously Injurod, 
Polico Idontitiod the fatalitios as Ediza Manjares, 7, and hor sistors Ruby, 
14, and Monalisa, 15, all rosidonts of Sitio (sub-village) Panaghoy, Baran- 
gay Santo Anghel, Calauag. Quezon. 
Tho victims woro taken to the St. Patar Hospital in Calauag, wharo thoy died. 
Polico sald the boat had at least 10 passengers when It ran Into heavy 
raing and thunderstorms while noar tho villaga of Kuyawyaw. It was than 
‘whon tho lightning Struck. Delfin Mallari Је, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


4 die in road crashes 
LUCENA CITY—At onst four parsons died In two road accidents along tho Ma- 
harlika Highway In Sarlaya town and this city, a polica raport sald yostorday. 

Tho first accidont took place about 1 a.m. In Barangay Sto. Cristo, Sariaya town. A 
Tamaraw FX collided with an Isuzu truck, Kiling a passengar of the Tamaraw Instantly. 

‘On Sunday, three mon diod whon the motorcycle they wore riding 
slammed Into a concrete barrier In tho middie of the highway іп Barangay 
Ilayang Iyam In this city. 

"Tho three suffered fatal head injuries. Police sald signs of alcohol Intoxication ware 
found In the three motorcycle fatalities. "ейп Mattar Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Dehydration kills Army recruit 
COTABATO CITY—An army trainee died of dehydration while Inside a mill- 
tary camp In Carmen, North Cotabato on Saturday. 

‘Amel Bautisca Macalubos, a resident here, collapsed during a train- 
ing marathon and died two hours later at the Kabacan Medical Spe- 
cialist in Kabacan town. 

Maj. Vicente Leorente Jr, director of 6th Infantry Division training 
unit based in Nasaplan, Carmen, quoted Dr. Grace Britana as saying 
Macalubos died of dehydration. 

“There was no foul play involved in the case,” said Lt. Col. Edward 
Collado, head of the 602nd Infantry Brigade training camp. Jeoffrey 
Maitem, Inquirer Mindanao 


Hybrid rice lures more farmers 
MATI, Davao Orlental—More farmers In the province have shifted to planting 
hybrid rice due to huge profits, according to the Department of Agriculture. 

Provincial agriculturist Raymundo Currameng sald In 2005, only farmers 
in the town of Banaybanay adopted hybrid rice farming. He sald there were 
only 200 hectares of land planted with hybrid rice then. 

‘At least 1,600 hectares In the province are now planted to hybrid rice, he 
‘said, SL Agritech Corp., a company which first introduced hybrid rice technol- 
‘ogy here, sald In a statement that its first production base In Mindanao was in 
Davao Orlental "because of Its favorable weather and soll conditions and the 
local farmers’ current level of awareness of the hybrid rice technology." 


By]: Napallacan 
Inquirer Visayas 


Mago 
Www ume CEBU CIIY—A 17: 
yenrold — houseboy 
y died їп a fire that de- 
d stroyed 56 houses In 
Siro Little Dalaguete, 
Barangay San Nicolas, 
Cebu City late Sunday. 
Authorities identi- 
fled the fatality as 
Rodel Bedyot, whose 
body was found only 
at 8:30 a.m. yesterday. 
Councilor Gerardo 
Carillo, chair of the 
committee on social 
services, said his of- 
fice is still checking 
reports that another 
body was found in the 
fire scene Monday. 
Bedyot worked for 
Mr, and Mrs. Joaquin 
Panes, owner of one 
of the houses de- 
stroyed during the 
Е fire, which started at 
4 5:19 p.m. Sunday. 
|| 5702 Ricardo Vil- 
2 " : uud larin, of the Cebu 
ment, said there was 
‘no report of any miss- 
Ing person after the 
fire, until somebody 
from Barangay San 
Nicolas called up and 
informed police of 
the recovery of Bed- 
yot's charred body. 
Nestoria ^ Bedyot, 
grandmother of the fa- 
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Kumons unique approach to learning has helped change To become a Kumon Instructor In the Philippines, 


the lives of children around the world. Committed to 
developing our children, our Instructors have become 
modern-day heroes In thelr own right. Through thelr 
tireless dedication, they have become champions whom 
we can learn a lot from. 


Today, there are over 170 Kumon Centers nationwide 
nurturing over 27,000 students. But even as the number 
of centers continues to Increase, there s always a need for 
more Individuals willing to nurture children with Life 
Sklls, By fostering children Into sound and capable 
people, we are working toward Natlon-Bullding through 
Education. 
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ап applicant should have the following qualifications: 
"Female 

+ College or university graduate 

"Good Math and English skills 

(en examination Is given on the date of the orientation) 
125-45 years old 

* Drive to help children 

+ Excellent interpersonal skills (interview required) 

+ Financial stability 

* Full time commitment to Kumon 

Wa welcome franchise Inquiries and applications 
from all over the Philippines. 

"Note: Prlorlty areas are Bagulo, Cebu, Pampanga 
and Pangasinan. 
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tality, was the one who 
identified the body 
yesterday moming. 

It was not yet 
known why Bedyot 
was trapped inside the. 
house during the fire, 

"The fire department 
said the fire originated 
from the house of a 
certain Henry Chan, 
who was reportedly in 
the LPG trade, 

‘The fire left home- 
less 130 families, in- 
cluding that of SFO2 
Ramero Amantiad, 
fire prevention in- 
spector of the Cebu 
City Fire Department. 


The company, however, denled reports that hybrid rice s a genetically- 
modified organism product. Ferdinand Zuasola, Inquirer Mindanao 


‘Cops’ seize money lender 

CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—An Indian national was abducted by armed 
men clalming to be police operatives in Cainta, Rizal over the weekend, a 
police officlal sald Monday. 

Senlor Supt. Fredie Panen, Rizal police director, Identified the victim as. 
Sukh Dev Singh, 30, a native of Mumbal, India and a resident of Lot 10, Block 
1 Basilio St., Genesis Subdivision In Barangay San Isidro, Cainta town. 

In a report, Panen sald the victim was on his way home on board his Hon- 
da Dream motorcycle when several men aboard a blue Toyota Revo van (XBN 
689) blocked his path Just near his residence at around 8 p.m. Sunday. 

According to witnesses, the armed men Initially Identified themselves as 
policemen and forced the Indian trader to board the van as it sped offtoa 
still unknown direction. 

Panen sald the witnesses also heard the victim, who was engaged in 
money lending, ask for help but one of his abductors whipped him with а 
pistol In the паре. 

Panen sald he had already created a team to look Into the abduction of 
Singh. Marlon Ramos, Inquirer. ‘Southern: Luzon, 
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50 Most Outstanding UERMMMC Alumni 


Regina PULIDO-ABRAHAM, MD, MSc 
Dean, Cagayan State University Colege of Medicine 
Jonathan C. AMANTE, МО 
Dean and Organizer, Siliman University Colege of Medicine 
Leonardo б. ASTETE, MD, MPA 
Awardee, Rizal Outstanding Physician in е Philippines 
Wilhelmina ZARAGOZA-ATOS, RN, PhD 
Dean, Colego of Nursing, Universiy of Sta. Isabel 
Noo A. BABILONIA, MD 
President, Philippine Heart Center Рив Puso Foundation 
‘Carmoncita ALBERTO-BANATIN, MD, MHA 
Chie, Heath Emergency Management Sia Department of Heath 
Gerardo V. BAYUGO, MD, MPH 
Regional Directo, DOH-Cenler or aif Development МА 
Fr. Jerry T. BONGCAWIL, MD 
for Community Service in Bataan and Tondo 
Andres D. BORROMEO, MD 
Former President, Азом Orthopedic Assocation 
Romeo $. CONTEMPLACION, MD 
Outstanding Fiipino Awardee for Rural Medicine 
Edgardo R. CORTEZ, MD 
Medical Director, UERM Hospital; Former President, Phil. Colege of Surgeons 
Jovan R. CUANANG, MD 
ЗУР lor Medical Afta and Medical Director. $. Luke's Medical Center 
Muriol JAMORA-DAÑOCUP, MD 
Former Dean, ilo Doctors’ College of Medicine 
Milos Francis T. DELA ROSA, MD 
Past President, Авен Orthopedic Associaton 
Carmelita DELA CRUZ-DIVINAGRACIA, RN, PhD. 
President, Association of Deans of Райро Colleges of Nursing: 
Dean, UERMMNC College of Nursing 
Romeo A. DIVINAGRACIA, MD, MHSA 
President and Executive Drecior, UERMMMC; 
Founder, Heart Faure Society of the Philippines 
Purita DELA ROSA-ESCOBAR, RN, MAN, DM, 
Dean, Colege of Nursing. Butuan Doctors College 
Elvira L. HENARES-ESGUERRA, MD, RPh, IBCLC 
Founder-Board Direcior, Philippine Academy of Lactafon Consultants, Inc. 
Jomly HANKINS-FERNANDEZ, RN 
Mayor, Odiongan, Romblon 
Eduardo С. FIRMALO, MD 
Congressman, Lone Diict of Romblon 
Raquel DEL ROSARIO-FORTUN, MD 
The First Fiipina Forensic Pathologist: National Awardee in Forensic Medicine 
Estolita TULIAO-GALUTIRA, RN, MAN, NC (GSC) Ret. 
‘Outstanding Nurse Corps Offcer, AFP: former Chief Nurse, Philippine М 
Mayvolyn DE DIOS-GOSE, MD, RN 
Former President, Asay Neurological Association: Vice Chancellor, UP Manila 
un Parouk S. HUSSIN, MD. / 
Former Gpfernor, Autonomous Region of Muslim Mingahao 
/ Jose Roynaldo J. LESACA Jr, MD 17 
ChakmanyBayan Muna; President, Heth Aliance ty Democracy 
Anunclaclon SOLOMON-LIPAT, RN 
Board Meme, Natanal Согіоп of Ethnic Minority Nurses Assn. nc, USA 
Reynaldo V. LOPEZ, MD 
Difecor for Medical Services, Angeles University Foundation. 
‘Antonio S. LUDOVICE Jr., MD, MHA 
Chief of Hospital |, Josefina Belmonte Duran Memorial District Hospital 
Gilbert G. MAKABALI, MD 
Chairman, President and CEO, South Shore Rockaway 
Independent Physician Associaton. New York, USA 
Arnel V. MALAYA, MD 
Dean, UERMMMC College df Physical Therapy 
Pak President, Phiippna Academy of Rehabilitation Medicine 
Jaime М. MANILA, МО 
Chairman, дола! Councillor Heaih Research and Development Region VI 
John Augustus C. MENDOZA, МО 
Founder, Medical Nision Group Cooperative Hospital, Puerto Princesa Cly Chapler 
\ Ma. Consuelo MISON-OBILLO, MD 
President, Phiipina Foundation for Lung Heat Research and Development 
. Remigio М. OLVEDA, MD 
Director V: Research изные for Tropical Medicine 
Juvencio Р. ORDORA, MD, MHA 
Decor IV. Department of Heath Center for Heath Development 3 
Erlinda CASTRO-PALAGANAS, RN, PhD 
Outgoing Governor fc Regio and Central Autonomous Region, 
Philippine Nurses Association ys 
Metodio A. PALAYPAY, MD 
Former Presidential Consultant on Waste Management N 
Reginaldo L. PAMUGAS, MD 
Secreary General, Heath Acton for Human Rights 
Georgina TUNGOL-PAREDES, MD, DTMH, MPH 
Former Dean, College of Medicine, and N. 
former Director, Research Developmen! Offce, UERMMIIG, 
Rolando M. PUNO, МО M 
Intemational Awardee for Ortropedic Research; Medical Director, Orhopedi 
Bioengineering Research Laboratory, University of Louisvil, Kentucky, USA 
‘Alfaretta Luisa Tan-REYES, МО 
Dean, College of Medicine, UERMMNC; Past Present, Philipine Society 
af Experimenta and Cinical Pharmacology 
“Jose Albert C. REYES Ш, MD 
Founder and former Secretary General. Federabon of Ast Urological Associations 
Daisy CRUZ-RICHMAN, RN, PhD 
Dean, Colege of Nursing. State University of New York, Downstate Medical Center 
Benjamin M. RIGOR Sr. MD, LLD 
Chaiman-Diecor ofthe Anesthesiology Department of ee US medical schools 
‘Annabella DIZON-SCOTT, RN, MSN. 
Clnical Nurse Specialist, Mercy Hospital, Miami, Florida, USA 
Antonio S. SIBULO Jr., MD 
Past President, Азон Federaton of Cardiology 
Daniel S. TAN, МО 
President, Tobacco-Free Phippnes Foundation nc. 
Enrique A. TAYAG, МО 
Decor IV, National Epidenicooy Center, Deparment of Heath 
Erlinda V. VALDELLON, МО 
Founding President, Hepatology Socety ol the Philippines 
Antonio Н. VILLALON, МО 
Past President, Phippine босеу of Мейса! Oncology 


Awarding of the 


50 Most Outstanding Alumni 
14 June 2007, 5:00 pm, UE Theatre 
2219 C. M. Recto Avenue, Manila 


! Tel. nos. 715-0861 local 7608 or 713-3315 
www.uerm.edu.ph 


UERMMNC Golden Jubilee 
/ Alumni Achievers 


Norberto В. AGCAOILI, МО (+) 
Pas Present Pipon Ortopedie Associaton 
Tonaro A ALMEDA NO 
Past Presion Роме Socet o! Citer Medina 
itono L ANASTACIO, MD 
Past President Phage Urges Associslon 
baa LAGUNO, MD 
Past President Sot воза te Ри 
Rosalinda FERNANDEZ-ARANDIA, MD. 
DOH Medea Сома Cet Ou Мет Medal Center 
Potenclano D. BACCAY Jr., MD (+) 
Pas Present Pre Soc oi avo 
^ Eduardo В. BALTAZAR, MD 
muli Omer 8 Pas боеп Cur Ranch 
27 пазва Lig Cone, Санотіа, USA 
‘el VER BARENG, MD, MAT 
reas President. Physiology Society o! ins Philppines 
"ram f BATTAD MO 
Past enin Pipino зову Pedr Gstoelrny an ton 
NG Emmanuel BRAVO, MD. 
Merten OepanentlNepaag an Endocrinelogy. 
alng а Cleveland. ONO, USA 
desine M. ROBREDO BUNDOC, D 
Cha De ot aata Mele Jone Reyes Morena Medea Centar 
Maria Socono TORRES BURGOS, RN, MSN 
Pasi Ve President Pippie Noe Абано Ра USA 
Prine, CAINAYO НО 
Deon, Departmento! Physica! Therapy, Rec Сор 
Nosi B. CARLO b 
Past President Pipe Orhopedc Associaton ix 
“Josefina B. CADORNA CARLOS, МО 
Pasi Present Pedal nets Diseases Seely o ha Pipes 
пот. CHUA MD 
tamad Past Present Phipp Society o! Нери 
Eineto L CHUA MO 
веке Colonel. US Force ome President, 
Pippi des Associaton Слао andthe Norte 
ian T CHUA MD 
Past Dracon ates Kean te 
East UERRERO-CUCUECO, ND 
ems оо jn Peace 
udine G. DE GUZMAN, MD 
Past Pendent Pape Soci lesen 
“ovina ESTAR DE JESUS, RN, WA 
Past reser, Phipp Nurses Associaton m Souler Cari 
saray E DOMINGO, MD, PH 
Manager, Fry Jesimce Сидов Oe, 
Жарке ath ewes Conan 
Сток GALINDEZ, M, una 
Mei rec Genera Pope tle 
ака and ааа неа Cre 
ас GAW, MD 
Medea инди, боты Seer Heath Seve, 
San Francisco, USA 
Lynn G. ALMAZAN GOMEZ WD 
Present Prugpne Sec o! Nephrology 
атаа S JAVIER ND. 
Pas President Ppp Озине nd Gyacolgea Society 
Cata A LADNESALAYE MO, P 
ror UP PGH Cancer tle 
Bagal RLU, MO, MPH 
Tecnica De Coes Cancer Prevention, PHEGO 
Tro MADARCOS MD 
Pas President, Pape вода of cadi Вол 
ety DYAKANCAO, WD 
Past President Prappne Academy o! Rabat Medina 
Irene G. IBANEZ-MANLAPAZ, MD 
Cha, Dept Pang Ore anas Cabin Hosa USA 
nala MANZANO MANZON, MD, HHA 
ast recen, Phopne Snoey of esbesdop e. 
Lins LUNTAO LAND, MPH 
иеди, Bun athyConmntes on Papulatens, WHO 
eV. NAGTALON MD 
Pas Pendent Pape Baca of eesti кс. 
‘Susan PELEANAGTALON MD 
Pad President nagpa nba n Отар Socii 
Chen PADOLINA, MD 
Medea Desc Opa Moya Medal Cnr 
Td PAYAWAL НО 
Pas Presión, Papa Say nahalo вс. 
Adrian C. PENA, MD 
Pas rede Prine Cage of Physicians 
doge C. PERALTA МО 
Pas Present Pape Soci Paongas 
ones. PCUCARPI, MD BA 
Medal recor Consumer Heath, Unt abore ке. 
Suee QUE O 
Medea рексы, Sas Dan ola, Si 
бошо. QUERUBN, MD. 
Past President, Loran County Мейса Sc), Ono, USA 
ев, RABE, MD, NG PRO 
Pas President Руту Soci ha Pipes 
co VERA. b 
Pas решен, Ош Меш See o e Pipes 
Toyoaldo RIVERA RIA E 
Past Presa, Ph rss Ascano of ca Now York Chapler 
Son CASTRO RODRIGUEZ D. 
Past Preset Розга yov Assocation Ic. 
gerd SALUD, a, ИНА 
Hanga eel, бошо Cay Ganera Hep 
ешон SAN LUS, MD 
President, Asan ang Octonan Associaton of Newly 
Fv. Fr: Rolando ЗА MO 
Spktun Dr, Taman Cac Regana Sonny 
ward TORDESILLAS, MD, HSA 
Former Deputy Desert Ansan Pnigpoe General Hospital 
Norbert inging D. UY, MD 
President, Carsac перев sect во Pips 
Ma. Widad R VERA MD 
Ы. „founding Presidant, Phippine босеу of Ultrasound 
Imbis and Gynecology 
M Dina R. VILLALUZ, RN, MD 
© Vater Neurosurgery, 
aia Qai Yo Cups 


Golden Jubilee Gala Night 
15 June 2007, 5:00 рї 
Crowne Plaza Hotel Ballroom 
ADB Avenue, Quezon City 
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Freedom Day parade short, crowd small 


From page Al 

between the executive, the leg- 
islative and the judicial systems, 
the Filipino people can secure for 
themselves precious benefits in 
all sectors of life," said Piloni, by 
tradition the dean of the diplo- 
matic corps. 

He said Filipinos had the requi- 
site “history, cultural and social 
institutions, and faith." 

“Your past will teach you and 
your present will lead you toward 
the better governance of the na- 
tion,” he said. 


Homage 

Filoni expressed the diplomatic 
corps "homage to the lasting her- 
itage of a Filipino identity formed 
fom the diversity of traditional 
cultures and local differences. 

"This diversity contributes to the. 
beauty of this country, With these 
sentiments, 1 have the honor to of- 
fer to the entire Filipino nation the. 
felicitations and the best wishes of 
the diplomatic corps and of the na- 
tions and international organiza- 
tions accredited to the noble Re- 
public of the Philippines,” he said. 

Filoni then asked the ambas- 
sadors and Cabinet members pre- 
sent at Rizal Hall to raise their 
glasses to "the well-being, prosper- 
ity and success of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo and to the peace and 
progress of the Filipino people." 

"God bless the Philippines. 
Mabuhay!" he said, 

Vice President Noli de Castro, 
who had come from the tradition- 
al flag-raising ceremony in Kawit, 
Cavite, arrived justin time for the 
President's speech, 


Marching together 

Ms Arroyo, who spoke ahead 
of Filoni, said that 109 years later, 
"the struggle for freedom still 
rolls forward—freedom from 
want and freedom from fear—as 
we march together in the fight 
against poverty and terror, 

"With the һер of sincere allies lke 
you, we shall continue to break free 
from the shackles that pin us 
down--povery divisiveness, terror- 
ism, despondency--until one day, 
perhaps 20 years from now, we shall 
Join the ranks of the First World na- 
tions among you," she said. 


She also said freedom and in- 
dependence in the borderless 
world of the 21st century were 
“no longer a struggle against 
colonialism but a closer, princ 
pled and mutually rewarding en- 
gagement with other nations.” 

Besides the need to “engage” the 
world, the President talked about 
the May 14 polls in which "Hi. 
ipinos demonstrated our political 
stability through the midterm elec- 
tions,” and the economy, which she 
described as “strong and stable.” 

“We will continue on the path 
we have set for putting the people 
ahead of politics by focusing re- 
lentlessly on the economy,” she 
said, adding: 

“Our administration will focus 
on pro-growth, pro-trade and 
pro-investment strategies that 
help lift up our people from 

overty and help the Philippines 
Finally in the contention as a real 
investment destination.” 

She then proposed a toast for 

ternational solidarity and the 
future ofthe Philippine 


Peace and prosperity 

Enrlier in the day, the President 
led the flag-raising ceremony and 
wreath-laying at the Rizal Monu- 
ment. 

She said in a specch at the Ош. 
no Grandstand that Filipinos owed 
it to their ancestors who fought for 
independence to unite and strive to 
attain a better life. 

Ms Arroyo cut short her Inde- 
pendence Day speech with a 
prayer for peace and prosperity, 
and said her administration 
would put people above polities 
by pursuing economie reforms. 

Delivering her entire speech 
and prayer in Filipino, she said 
that the new battle was against 
poverty and that independence 
would not be complete ifthe peo- 
pleremained poor, 

Sold the President: "It is our obli- 
gation to our ancestors, especially to 
the heroes who poured out their 
blood and laid down their lives for 
our freedom that we unite and strive 
to give a better life to every Filipino. 

"Our remembrance of our heroes 
would be more meaningful if we 
show our own heroism in fighting 
the challenges of the present time, 


gu 


WHERE IT ALL BEGAN: Vico President Noll de Castro raises the flag 
at the Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo home which is now a shrine in Kawit, 
Cavite, where Aguinaldo proclaimed Philippine independence from 
Spain and established a republic, the first in Asia. ROGERMANGALLO 


the progress of our economy, our 
continued march to progress, This 
is the key to our total indepen- 
dence—the freedom of our people 
from the oppression of poverty. 

“ош heroes then fought to gain 
our independence, it is only fiting 
that we continue their noble goal to 
free our people from poverty" 


Prayer 

Loss than five minutes into her 
talk, Ms Arroyo said she would 
rather say a prayer than deliver a 
long speech: 

"Our Father, we entrust our 
country the Philippines into the 
most sacred heart of Jesus and 
the immaculate heart of Mary. 

"We thank you, our Father, for 
the natural resources in our land, 
for the freedom we are enjoying 
that comes from you and which 
our heroes fought for. Grant us 
peace and goodwill in our land.” 

She prayed for government of- 
ficlals and civil servants, busi- 
nessmen and investors and labor. 

She ended her prayer cum 


speech and enjoined everyone gath- 
егей at the grandstand—mostly 
government employces—to watch 
the military parade and dance-and- 
tableau presentations depicting 
Philippine history. 

‘The President arrived at exactly 7 
a.m. at the Rizal Monument, where 
she was accorded full military hon- 
ors including а 21-gun salute. 

"Accompanied by Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes 
Esperon, she trooped the line of 
honor guards before she proceed- 
ed to raise the giant flag. 

She was Joined by Tourism Sec- 
retary Joseph “Acc” Durano, For- 
cign Secretary Alberto Romulo, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, 
Education Secretary Jesli Lapus, 
Presidential Management Staff 
chief Corge Remonde, Environment 
Secretary Angelo Reyes, Social Wel- 
fare Secretary Esperanza Cabral, 
National Historical Institute Direc- 
tor Ludovico Badoy and outgoing 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza. 

Red and white rose petals and 
pleces of blue, red and yellow pa- 


Jalosjos” 2 life terms commuted 


From page Al 


don) will be extended to him,” 
tho executive secretary said, 
‘Asked why, he sald: "You know, 
that’s an absolute power of the 
President under the Constitution," 


“Spoclal treatment" 

When reached for comment, 
Katrina Legarda, the lawyer of 
Jalosjos’ мейт, replied In a text 
message: "Of course is special 
treatment. Maybe {t's payment 
for electoral services rendered [to 
the administration)" 

During the May 2004 elec- 
tions, Ms Arroyo won by a margin 
of almost 100,000 votes over op- 
position candldate Fernando Poe 
iz In Zamboanga del Norte, the 
bailiwick of Jalosjos, 

On Dec, 11, 2004, after com- 
plaining of chest pains, Jalosjos 
was rushed to a hospital. Weeks 
later his mother, Angelina, made 
an emotional appeal to Ms Ar- 
royo to grant her son a presiden- 
tial pardon. 

Before the year ended, Mala- 
cafang said it would seek the 
РО opinion on whether Jalosjos 
should be pardoned. Justice Sec- 
retary Raul Gonzalez later said 


that "every pardon issued by the 
President isa political decision,” 


Back to 'Garcl's' rape of poll 
Upser by Malncafiang's decision 
to commute the former lawmakers 
sentence, Legarda found the nd- 
minisration’s move consistent 
with ts role in past controversies, 
She ской the involvement of for- 
mer Election Commissioner Vir- 
gilio Gareillano in alleged electoral 
fraud In favor of the administra- 
Чоп, and the bank accounts of Jose 
Pidal, purportedly the Presidents 
husband, Jose Miguel Arroyo. 
“What can we say? This Pres 
dent has allowed a Gare! (Garcli 
lano), rapist of the electoral pro- 
coss, allowed n Pidal, a rapist of the 
economy. So she must have wanted 
to complete the cast of charactors 
and allow a rapist of our children to 
doas he wants also," Legarda said. 
Jalosjos was sentenced to two 
life terms for statutory rape and 
an additional 8 to 15 years for 
each of the six counts of acts of 
lasciviousness. 


Foster father 

Inher complaint, the rape victim 
told the Pasay police that her foster 
father, Simplicio Delantar, had 


been selling her to several men. 

She later signed an affidavit 
naming Jalosjos as one of the 
men who had paid her father to 
have sex with her. 

A formal complaint lodged on 
Sept. 18, 1996, said that Jalosjos 
apod her in his Ritz Towers con- 
dominium in Makati City be- 
tween June and July 1996. 

His conviction was affirmed 
with finality by the Supreme 
Court on Jan. 22, 2002, nnd sub- 
sequently his name was dropped 
from the list of members of the 
House of Representatives 

Ermita said the recommenda 
tion to commute Jalosjos' double 
life sentence was not done by 
Malacafiang on Из own, 

“it came from the Department 
of Justice's Board of Pardons and 
Parole. When it reached me, | had 
to forward it to the President,” he 
said. “And the Presldent makes 
the decision.” 


Enshrined in Constitution 
The power of the President to 
pardon prisoners is enshrined in 
the Constitution. 
The President may grant exec- 
utive clemency to prisoners sery- 
ing their sentences after final 


Judgment. 

Besides commuting the death 
sentences of convicts to life in 
prison prior to the abolition of 
capital punishment in June last 
year, Ms Arroyo has made it a pol- 
icy to grant executive clemency to 
inmates 70 years old and older. 

She issued Memorandum Circu- 
lar No, 158 in 2004 which states: 
"ft В the policy of the Arroyo ad- 
ministration to cxtend executive 
clemency to deserving elderly in- 
mates out of compassion and 
based on humanitarian grounds.” 

She then directed the Bureaus 
of Correction and Jail Manage- 
ment and Penology and the Board 
of Pardons and Parole to forward 
to the Office of the President the 
records of inmates who were 70 
years old and over. 


Act of injustice 

Dante Jimenez, founding chair 
of the Volunteers Against Crime 
and Corruption (VACC), sald the 
‘commutation was a severe act of 
injustice against all rape victims 
In the country. 

“He (Jalosjos) is not even 70 
years old, which would qualify him 
for the Malacafiang memorandum 
circular (on the commutation of 


per, the colors of the Philippine flag, 
rained down on Rizal Park from a 
helicopter during the ceremony. 


Short of spectacular 

But the celebration was short 
of spectacular because of a lack- 
luster program and a visibly thin- 
ner crowd attributed to the decla- 
ration of a working holiday. 

‘The ground commander, Supt. 
Rogelio Rosales of the Ermita po- 
lice station, admitted that the 
number of people—which he es- 
timated at 5,000—was definitely 
lower than last year's. 

The Inquirer's own count put 
the crowd at 2,000. 

“Maybe they were confused with 
the schedule because the program 
is usually held in the afternoon,” 
Rosales said in Filipino. "The timing 
was also not right because more 
people would have attended iit fell 
ona Friday ога weekend.” 

Deputy police station 5 com- 
mander Rodolfo Llorca added 
that previous June 12 festivities 
involved municipalities, which, 
for reasons he did not know, did 
not participate this year. 

Some government employees 
preferred to watch the parade 
outside the gated area and sought 
refuge from the heat under the 
trees, 

‘Government agencies took the 
opportunity to let their projects 
be known through the parade. 

The Deparment of Public 
Works and Highways showed an 
improvised airplane and a bridge 
on its float marked "Progress 
through infrastructure,” 

‘The Department of Health had 
costumed health workers on its 
“Botika ng Bayan” and "Botika ng 
Barangay" vehicle, 

The Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources fea- 
tured green-clad bikers waving 
Philippine flags in the parade, 

‘The “North Luzon Quadri-busl- 
ness Quadrangle Float" was dot- 
ted with faux vegetables and 
fruits, while a simple yellow-and- 
brown float best described the 
“Mindanao Super Reglon" float. 

Rosales described the celebra- 
tion as "very peaceful." 

"The 700 policemen deployed in 
the area, he said, would proceed to 


the elderly)" Jimenez told the IN- 
qunm in a phone interview, 

Jimenez sald Jalosjos had to 
complete his life sentence so his 
victim could at least feel that she 
had been given justice, 

"The VACC chair also lamented 
that the commutation would nf- 
fect the group's drive against 
rapists and those who commit 
crimes against women, 

“It seems that powerful and 
very influential people like 
Jalosjos have Malacafiang’s car,” 
Jimenez said. 

"His (Jalosjos) premature com- 
mutation would definitely send a 
wrong message to all those vigi- 
lantly monitoring countless un- 
solved rape cases In the country" 
he said. 


Jail gets commutation order 
A source at the New Bilibid 
Prisons yesterday confirmed that 
the sentence of Jalosjos had been 
commuted and that the facllity 
had received a copy of the com- 
mutation order signed by Ms Ar- 
royo and dated April 30, 2007. 
"The term of prisoner Romeo 
Jalosjos y Garcia is hereby com- 
muted to a prison term of 16 
years, three months and three 


the US Embassy, Mendiola and 
Plaza Miranda, where they were 
expecting rallies by activists. 

Indeed, some activists at- 
tempted to get near and throw 
paintat the US Embassy on Roxas 
Boulevard, police said. Antiriot 
troops managed to block them 
and herded them to the nearby 
Plaza Ferguson. 

Some 30 members of Bayan 
Muna-Southern Tagalog held a 
protest action on Nicanor Reyes 
(formerly Morayta) Street. They 
initially planned to march to 
Mendiola but they were blocked 
by the authorities. 


No students 

Unlike in the past, no students 
were around for the celebration. 

“We came here just to watch the 
show" said Cayetana de Leon, 52, 
of Tondo, who came with her 4- 
year-old ‘granddaughter Scarlet 
‘Twain and husband Eugenio, 

“Today is just like any other 
day It doesn't have much signifi- 
cance to me, unlike in the past,” 
shesald, 

De Leon particularly criticized 
the presidential proclamation 
that made June 12 a working hol- 
iday for the first time in Philip- 
pine history 

“Tve gotten old, but this is the 
frst time that" history was 
changed," she said, adding that 
the President should have stuck 
to the tradition of declaring June 
12a holiday to allow students to 
take part in various activities. 


Required to attend 

А female employee of the DP- 
WH, who requested anonymity, 
told the Inquinen that she and her 
colleagues were required by thelr 
superior to attend the rites. 

“We don't have a choice; we 
have to be here," she said as she 
noted that this yenr's celebration 
was "the simplost and least 
grand, as far as the people's at- 
tendance is concerned 

"How can you expect people to 
Join the event when the President 
herself did not give much impor- 
tance to it by implementing her 
“holiday economies" policy?” the 
woman sald. With a report from 
Tina G. Santos 


days, und is required to pay 
P400,000 In civil Indemniry and 
P400,000 in тюп damages,” 
sald the source, quoting the or 
der. 

‘The NBP received a copy of the 
order only after the elections, the 
source added, 

The source told the Inguma 
that as of May 30, Jalosjos had al- 
ready served with good conduct a 
total of 13 years, five months and 
18 days, 


Good conduct 

“He is also allowed what we 
call а good conduct time al- 
lowance, which means he might 
bo even out sooner," the source 
added, 

Jalosjos was very happy to 
hear of the commutation of his 
sentence, the source sald. The 
former lawmaker is being held in 
the maximum security area of the 
NBR but prison authorities might 
transfer him to the minimum or 
medium security area, 

“Our initial computation of 
Jalosjos’ term expiration is Nov, 18, 
2008. But that is still an initial est 
mate," thesource said, With r 
ports from Chona Galang, PDI 
Research and Julie M. Aurelio 


RP vehicle makers launch prototype with all-new parts 


WHAT IS IT? All brand new parts went into the making of the 
PHUV,a I2-seater that looks like a cross between a Ford Flera, a 
‘Toyota Tamaraw and the modern all-purpose vehicle/minlvan. 


From page Al 


Although the government had 
expressed support for the PAUY, 
Jose said the MVPMAP was talk- 
ing with agencies, such as the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry, 
to muster the particular help the 
group needs, 

“With increasing globalization 
and economic integration, espe- 
cially in the region, incentives as 
packaged through the Investment 
Priorities Plan are no longer 
enough,” he said. 

But he added that aside from 
government support for parts mak- 
ers, assemblers and buyers, there 
маз a host of other factors needed 
to bring the PhUV through. 

“For one, low-cost retail financ- 
ing must be available," Jose said. 
“We are in talks with Development 
Bank of the Philippines and Land- 


bank of the Philippines and their 
initial responses were positive.” 

Jose said support from commer- 
cial banks were also needed to help 
entice institutional buyers as well 
as individuals to try the PhUV 


Price range 

“We need to and we aim at 
maintaining a price range of 
P350,000 to P450,000 per unit,” 
Jose said, "We also target a mod- 
est sales volume of 30,000 units.” 

He explained that both fac- 
tors—the price range and the vol- 
ume—were intended to counter the 
influx of used imported vehicles 
through the Subic Freeport 

“That is how much a used im- 
port costs and our target sales 
volume is half the demand that 
these represent,” Jose said. 

Also, he said the government 
could help promote the PhUV ifa 


Supreme Court ruling that bans 
used imports coming in through 
Subic was strictly enforced. 

“In cur, PhUV sales could help. 
the local’ automotive industry 
reach its target of breaking the 
100,000-unit mark, which is seen 
as the threshold that indicates 
sustained growth," he added. 

Jose also said the PhUV needed 
more support from local assem- 
blers, especially those participat- 
ing in the motor vehicle develop- 
ment program although two have 
enlisted in the effort, truck manu- 
facturer Dreamco Automobile 
Co. and Francisco Motor Corp. 


All-purpose |2-seater 
Launched yesterday was a red 
12-seat unit that looked like a 
cross between the Ford 
Fiera/Toyota Tamaraw type and 
the modern allpurpose vehi- 


cle/mini-van. 

Dreamco president William 
Lee, whose firm supplied the 
drive train and other parts for the 
PhUV said the vehicle was differ- 
ent from other locally designed 
and assembled vehicles in that 
the parts used were all brand- 
new and not “surplus” or second- 
hand, 

Equipped with a 2.1-liter en- 
gine, 5-speed manual transmis- 
sion and 15-inch wheels, the pro- 
totype is made up of 60 to 75 per- 
cent local content, according to 
Jose. 

All nonlocal parts are sourced 
from China, including the en- 
gine which is original equip- 
ment manufacture and not re- 
furbished, like those jeepney-al- 
ternatives made in Cavite, Nue- 
va Ecija and other parts of the 
country, he said. 
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PAF CG Lt. Gen. Horacio S. Tolentino and Paranaque Rep. Eduardo C. Zialcita are Guests of Honor and Speakers 


AMWSLAI marks 51st Anniversary today with new building inauguration, 
new products launching and Search for the AFP-PNP Singing Star 2007 


The Air Mate- 
riel Wing Sav- 
ngs and Loan 
Association Inc. 
(AMWSLAI) 
celebrate Из 
51st Anniver- 
sary today (June 
13) with the 

auguration of 
its new building 
in Bayani Road, 
AFPOVAI, Boni 
facio Global City, 
Taguig: launch- 
ing of its five new 
products and 
services for its 
members: and 
the Search for 
the Armed For- 
cesofthe Philip- 
pines-Philippine 
National Police 
Singing Star 
2007 at the AFP 
Theater, Camp 
Aguinaldo, 
Quezon City. 

AMWSLAI Chair- 
man and President, 
Retired Philippine Air 
Force (PAF) Col. Ri- 
cardo L. Nolasco, Jr., 
said the Sist Anni- 
versary Theme is 
“Moving Onwards!” 

Lt. Gen. Horacio 
5. Tolentino, Com- 
manding General of 
the PAF, is the 
guest of honor and 
speaker during the 
new building inau- 
сига! ceremony. 

Col. Nolasco said 
the new products 
and services 
which will benefit 
soldiers and police- 
men, including ге- 
tirees and pension- 
ers — are the AMW- 
SLAI Akbay-Aral, 
Auto Cash Loan, 
Express Padala, AFP. 


The 
New 
AMWSLAI 


Y Board of 


Gen. Tolentino Mrs. Tolentino Rep. Zialcita Mrs. Esperon С 
Trustees 
Retirees Lump Sum 
Loan and Pension 
Express Loan. 
Earlier, a thanks- 
giving mass will be 
held at 8 a.m. at 
the AMWSLAI new 
building which will 
be followed by the 
inauguration rites 
and cutting of the 
ceremonial ribbon 


composer 
Catedrilla. 
The 10 finalists in 
the country's big- 
gest singing search 
for soldiers and 
policemen are РАР 
5501. Remigio Asun- 
cion, Jr, Philippine 
Navy's SN1 Randy 
Aycardo, PNP's PO2 
Jannet Cadayona, 


Alex over RITV-29, from 
9 to 10 p.m. 

The AMWSLAI — 
which is headed by 
Col. Nolasco — is the 
second largest non- 
stock savings and 
loan association 
(NSSLA) with over 
230,000 members 
from various agen- 
cies of the Depart- 


AMWSLAI 
founded in June 
13, 1956 by of- 
fiers, enlisted 
personnel and 
civilian employees of 
the 410th Air 
Materiel Wing of the 
PAF at then Nichols 
Field with an initial 
capitalization of 
P5,000. 


ol. Ricardo Nolasco 
Jr PAF (Ret) 


was Chairman & President 


Col. Thaddeus 
Estalilla PAF (Ret) 
Vice Chairman 


Lt. Cedric Reyes 
PAF (Ret) 
Corporate Secretary 


Its incorporators 
are Augusto Jura- 
do, Juan Guevara, 
Francisco Punzalan, 
Antonio Tamayo, 
Ricardo Mendoza, 
Pedro Argosino and 
Aurelio Camacho. 
Because of the 
growing demand 
for its services, 
AMWSLAI started 
accepting mem- 
bership from other 
units of the PAF 


PNP's SPO3 Reynal- 
do delos Reyes, Phil- 
ippine Army's TSG 
Crisanto Diaz, PAF's 
AW2C Zarah Francis- 
co, PAF's Sgt. Ri- 
chard Montepio, 
PNP's PO2 Eric Pan- 
то, Bureau of Fire 
Protection's РОЗ 
Celino Sitiar and 
PAF's Sgt. Joshua 
Torrato. 

The champion 


ment of National 
Defense, Depart- 
ment of Interior and 
Local Government, 
Armed Forces of the 
Philippines, Phili- 
ppine National Po- 
lice, Bureau of Fire 
Protection and Bur 
eau of Jail Manage- 
ment and Penology. 

The transfor- 
mation of AMWSLAT 
from a modest outfit 


with Mrs. Elena C. 
Tolentino as special 
guest. 

Nolasco said Pa- 
ranaque City Con- 
gressman Eduardo 
C. Zialcita will be the 
guest of honor and 
speaker at the sing- 
ing contest grand 
finals which will start 
at 6 p.m. 

Acting as chair- 
person of the jud- 


Col. Domingo 
Dimapilis PAF (Ret) 
Treasurer 


Сы. Odelon 
Mendoza PAF (Ret) 
Auditor 


Col. Ismael Abad 
PAF (Ret) 
Member 


Gumba PAF (Ret) 
Member 


in 1956 into one of 
the leading and pro- 
gressive NSSLAS in 


after three years of 
continued opera 
tion. 


Rolando 


belos PAF (Ret) 
Member 


will receive P50,000 
cash and trophy, 
first runner-up, 


ges of the singing 
competition is Dr. 
Lorna V. Esperon, 


Li. Cesar Toledanes 


PAF(Ret) 
Member 


Lt. Morado Mercado 
PAF (Ret) 
Member 


L4. Ricardo Perido 
PAF (Ret) 
Member 


the country did not 
come about over- 
night. The associa- 
tion had to contend 
with its own shares 
of challenges and 
difficulties, including 
the ups and downs 
of the Philippine 
economy. But due 
to the unwavering 
trust and confi- 
dence of its mem- 
bers, AMWSLAI was 
able to weather all 
trials that came its 


P30,000 cash and In 1963, AMW- 


trophy: and second 
runner-up, P20,000 
cash and trophy 
while the mother 
unit of the winners 
will also receive cash 
prizes of P30,000 
for the champion, 
P20,000 for the first 
runner-up, and 
P10,000 for the 
second runner-up. 
The grand finals 
will be telecast this 
Saturday (June 16) 


wife of AFP Chief of 
Staff Hermogenes 
C. Esperon, Jr. 

The other special 
guests are Dulce, 
Orange and Lem- 
ons, Ladine Roxas, 
Bobby Yan and 
RITV-29 Dancers. 

The show direc- 
tor is multi-talented 
and 2001 Aliw 
Awards' Best Actor 
Bart Guingona while 
the musical director 
is multi-awarded 


then Central Bank became founding mem- 
of the Philippines, bers of the Philippines 
one of the first League of Savings and 
savings and loan Loan Assodatonsand the 
associations to Confederation of Non- t 
operate pursuant Stock Savings and Loan 
to Republic Act Associations (CONSLA). 
3779, otherwise 1n 1997, AMWSLAI f. 
known as the Was among the 
Savings and Loan industry leaders that 
Act of 1963. successfully lobbied 
In 1965, AMW- for a new law to 


‘othersavingsandioan industry, which is the 
Republic Act 8367, 
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AMWSLAI 


nuously seeks to be 
the premiere NSSLA in 


deduction 


Today, AMWSLAT's 


prominent position in 


the industry serves as 


a testimony of the 
pioneering spirit of its 


founders, and the 


determination and 
dedication of al those 
who carried on the 
torch oflesdersip and 
r wit jovern the NSSLA responsibility in the 
A MEE years that followed. 


Like in the past, 
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the Philippines and to 
be recognized as a role 
model of business 
viability, management 
excellence and total 
customer satisfac- 
tion, 

From an initial 
capitalization of P5,000 
in 1956, AMWSLAI's 
assets increased from 
P171.25 million 
in 1987 to an 
unprecedented P15 
bilion in 2004. The past 
five decades saw а 
tremendous increase 
in net income for 
AMWSLAI from less 
than P100 million in 


1987 to P2.4 billion in 
2004, 

AMWSLAI once 
more is ready to 
carry out its plans 
and programs. The 
Board of Trustees 
commits to under- 
take the much- 
needed changes in 
AMWSLAI to ins- 
titute decisive and 
meaningful reforms 
within the asso- 
ciation. 

Members shall 
then be assured of 
better economic 
prospects and more 
welfare programs. 
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4 vacancies in Cabinet; “minor” revamp up 


Panatang Broadband 
Kino-connect mo ang Pilipinas. 
Ito'y mula Batanes hanggang Gensan. 


Ito ang connection ng aking PC. 
Ako'y kanyang naaabot, 
kahit walang phone line, 
para magkaroon ng malakas, mabilis 


at kapaki-pakinabang na broadband. 
Ang monthly fee ay affordable sa 2999 lang. 


Faster than dial-up 


at matulin ang installation. 


Pinatutulin nito ang research at aralin, 
para maging isang estudyante na may markang matataas. 


Pagkakatiwalaan ko ang aking broadband 
na siyang umaabot sa buong kapuluan. 


Sisikapin ko na mag-connect 
sa bawa't PILIPINO, sa e-mail, 
sa on-line games, 
at sa pag-chat. 


WIRELESS, BROADBAND,INTERNET 
Ang Pambansang Broadband. 


Subscribe now to Smart BRO Plan 999! 


For inquiries, call “1888 from your Smart cellphone or visit www.smart.com.ph. 


| By Michael Lim Ubac 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO WILL ВЕ 
carrying out a "minor" Cabinet reorganiza- 
tion to fill up four vacancies in her official 
family, Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
said yesterday. 

Ermita said the President also needed to re- 
new the ad Interim appointments of those 
Cabinet members who were bypassed by the 
congressional Commission on Appointments. 

He said Ms Arroyo has to decide on the re- 
placements for the Presidential Chief of Staff, 
the National Treasurer, the Philippine Inter- 
national Trading Corp. and the presidential 
adviser for new government centets—all Cab- 
inet-level positions, 

“Definitely there will be replacements for 
{the four offices]. As to the other Cabinet 
members, they have to be reappointed by the 
President in an interim capacity” Ermita said. 

Former Chief of Staff Jose Salceda ran for 
governor of Albay and won, as did Rodolfo 
del Rosario, the presidential adviser for new 
government centers, who made a successful 
run for the governorship of Davao del Norte. 
PITC president Roberto Pagdanganan ran for 
governor of Bulacan and lost. He cannot be 
reappointed for at least a year. National Trea- 
surer Omar Cruz has resigned, 


Appointment papers 

Ermita sald he had already submitted the 

appointment papers of Cabinet members who 

| were bypassed by the CA when Congress ad- 
journed last Thursday. Among these were Jus- 

, tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, Finance Secre- 
tary Margarito Teves, Social Welfare Secre- 
tary Esperanza Cabral, Armed Forces Chief 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon and Defense Sec- 
retary Hermogenes Ebdane. 

Ermita said he was not sure whether all of 
those who were bypassed would stay as re- 
newal of appointments was not automatic. 

“I recommended all those whose appoint- 
ments have not been passed by the CA. We 
will see if the President will sign everybody's 
appointment in an interim capacity,” he sai 

Teves also confirmed that the President 
had given verbal instructions to have presi- 
dential appointees in government-owned and 
-controlled corporations submit their cour- 
tesy resignation as well. 

Although spared from CA scrutiny as he oc- 
cupies a sub-Cabinet rank, Bureau of Internal 
Revenue Commissioner Jose Mario Bufiag is 
feeling the heat. 

Buhag belied reports that he had already 
submitted his courtesy resignation, a claim 
supported by Ermita. 

“There's no truth [to that],” he said, but 
added that he, just like all appointees, "serves. 
atthe pleasure of the President.” 

Buhag said he had talked with the Presi- 
dent by phone about the BIR's performance 
and she did not “belittle” the revenue efforts 
of the BIR under his watch. Nor did she men- 
tion his rumored exit from the Cabinet. 

"We will await the Presidents instructions. 
We will just follow what the President tells us. 
I came in at the request of this government to 
help out and it depends on the government to 

| determine [my fate],” he said. 


1 
| Papal nuncio 
leaving soon 


| ByJerome Aning 


‘THE PAPAL NUNCIO TO THE PHILIPPINES, 
Archbishop Fernando Filoni, has been reas- 
signed to the Vatican as the city-state's new 
undersecretary for general affairs. 

As undersecretary or “sostituto,” Filoni will 
be the second highest ranking official of the 
Secretariat of State and the principal assistant 

| of the Secretary of State, Cardinal Tarcisio 
Bertone. Filoni will oversee the secretariat's 
general affairs section. 

Filoni will succeed Archbishop Leonardo 
Sandri, who was earlier appointed prefect of 
the Congregation for Eastern Churches. 

Filoni, 61, was named papal nuncio to the 
Philippines in February 2006. In line with 
diplomatic tradition in countries with a 
Catholic majority, Filoni automatically be- 

| came the dean of the diplomatic corps. 

Ina statement, the outgoing Vatican envoy said 
he viewed his nomination as "an act of paternal 
benevolence of the Supreme Pontiff, to whom I an- 
‘swer without trepidation, but with the same willing- 

| ness and profound gratitude Ihave had in the past.” 
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MAKATI HIT TWICE IN 1 DAY 


4 dead, 2 hurt 
in bank heists £z 


ASUSPECTED bank robber lies dead inside a car as 


By DJ Yap 


BANK ROBBERS HAD A FIELD DAY IN MAKATI 
Gity yesterday, staging two heists within six 
hours of each other and leaving four of the sus- 
jects dead and two victims wounded. 

The police were kept busy as the two sets of 
Suspects, believed to be working indepen- 
dently, struck in Barangay Bangkal near the 
South Superhighway at 9:30 a.m. and in 
Poblacion, a block from City Hall, at 3 p.m. 

In the first incident, the suspects engaged 
police operatives ina shootout after a botched 
Attempt to hijack an armored van on its way 
toa Metrobank branch on Evangelista Street. 

When it was all over, three of the suspects 
lay dead inside a car while another died as Ве 
was being taken to the hospital. The driver 
was identified as Rodolfo Amistoso who also 
took part in another robbery in Parahaque 
City on June 4 (See related story below). 


Under arrest 

Two more suspects on board a motorcycle 
were placed under arrest, but other members 
of the group, believed to be the Ampang 
Colangco Gang, escaped on board an 1-300 
van, according to the police. Those arrested 
were identified as Robert Luares and Luis Cer- 
vantes, a former policeman. 

Senior Supt. Alejandro Gutierrez, chief of 
the Regional Police Intelligence and Opera- 
tions Unit of the National Capital Region Po- 
lice Office, said his men had placed the group 
tinder surveillance for a month before the 
bloody encounter. 

“Our men were watching them as they staked 
‘out an armored van on its way to Metrobank,” 
Gutierrez told reporters at the scene. 

But when the suspects discovered they 
were being tailed by the operatives, they 
opened fire at the policemen, leading to the 
shootout, Gutierrez said. 

"The exchange of gunfire occurred on Cal- 
houn Street, about a block from Metrobank 
and justa few meters from the superhighway, 
where the suspects were believed to have 
planned their exit, investigators said. 

‘The policemen recovered from one of the 
fallen suspects а cell phone. 

Atext message in the phone's inbox said in Fil- 
ipino: “When the armored van arrives, attack. 
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Tracker teams 
created against 
bank robbers 


By Alcuin Papa 


ALARMED BY THE RECENT SPATE OF BANK 
robberies in Metro Manila, the country's top 
police official said that tracker teams have 
been formed to go after bank robbers. 

Philippine National Police chief Director 
General Oscar Calderon made the announce- 
ment after two separate groups of bank rob- 
bers struck in Makati City yesterday. Four of 
the suspects were killed while two others 
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were arrested. 
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By Margaux C. Ortiz 


A TEENAGER DIED WHILE FIVE OTHER 
people were injured yesterday moming 
in a blast caused by what the police said 
was a rifle grenade kept in a Quezon City 
junkshop. 

Mark Dave Tejada, 17, a worker of 
the GRG Junk Shop in Barangay Pasong 
Tamo, was declared dead on arrival at 
the East Avenue Medical Center. 

Taken to the same hospital for treat 
ment were Leonardo Torio, 27, the vi 
tim's employer; Jemson Tiongson, 16, a 
‘coworker; customers Bridge Camacho, 
22; Jorge Dalogdog, 22; and Henry Cu- 
nanan, 51, a bystander. 

According to barangay watchman 
Jun Torres, he and his companions 
heard a loud explosion at around 8:30 
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QC junk shop explosion kills teenager 


‘Tejada apparently tried to flatten the 
rifle grenade—which a neighbor sold to 
him—by hitting it with a hard object, 
causing it to explode, Torres said. 

“I suspected that it could explode be- 
cause it looked like a vintage bomb,” 
Tiongson told the INQUIRER. 

PO2 Julius Rempillo of the Quezon 
City Police District said dangerous ex- 
plosives such as vintage bombs and 
grenades were considered valuable be- 
cause of their bronze casings. 

“This would explain why people liv- 
ing in Manila and Navotas would dive 
into the sea to retrieve vintage bombs, 
even if they knew these were danger- 
ous," Rempillo said. 

He pointed out that there was no way 
to prevent this because of the lack of 
safeguards against the smuggling or 
trade of vintage explosives. 


4 dead, 2 hurt .... sence 


Well take care of the getaway route. 

Gutierrez said the message came from 
cell phone number 0920-2843936. It 
was not immediately clear if the one 
who sent the message was among those 
captured or those who escaped. 

Two grenades and three handguns 
were found in the possession of the sus- 
pects killed inside a black Mazda sedan, 
with plate number TDL213. 

Several empty shells from .45 caliber 
pistols and M16 rifles littered the streets. 

In the second incident, an elderly 
man and woman were hurt after а 
group of bonnet-wearing men fired 
high-powered guns in front of the 
Philippine National Bank branch in 
Poblacion, Makati City, according to 
bank watchman Henry Pablea 

Only one of the victims, Arlinda Asis, a 
bank client from San Andres Bukid, was 
immediately identified. She was taken to 
the hospital for a gunshot wound in the 


buttocks. The other victim, an elderly man 
who remained unidentified at press time, 
was also taken to the hospital for a gun- 
shot wound in the arm. 

The suspects were reportedly wait- 
ing for a depositor when they began fir- 
ing outside the bank, destroying part of 
the glass door and chipping the con- 
crete wall, investigators said. 

In the confusion, it was not immedi- 
ately clear if the suspects managed to 
get hold of the clients bag, containing 
an undetermined amount. The identity 
and whereabouts of the depositor who 
was the target of the attack were also 
not immediately known. 

Makati police chief Supt. Gilbert 
Cruz said the suspects fled on board a 
white L-300 van, but left behind their 
Isuzu Hilander with plate number WBB 
420 on Tanay Street in Barangay Valen- 
zuela. Recovered inside the vehicle 
were bonnets and M14 rifles, Cruz said. 
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JUNK litters the ground after an explosion ripped through a shop in Quezon City, 


killing a teenager. 


JrsoNDOC. 


Tracker teams ... mann 


vent these incidents," Calderon said. 

At the same time, he warned his men 
that the principle of command respon- 
sibility remains in effect. Precinct com- 
manders would get the ax if they are 
proven to have failed to prevent street 
crimes in their areas, he added. 

Bank robbers yesterday tried to rob 
the armored van of the Metrobank 
branch on Evangelista Street in Makati 
City (See story above). 

Varilla said the bank robbers, mem- 
bers of the Salazar Group, might be 
working with the Ampang-Colangco 
Gang that robbed an armored van of 
Banco de Oro at the SM Sucat mall in 
Рагабадие City last June 4. 

Two of the bank's security guards 
were killed in the Parafiaque robbery 
while five other people were wounded. 

In the incident yesterday, one of the 
suspects killed in & shootout with 
Makati policemen was identified as 


Baby dies in Parafiaque compound blaze 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


А 9-MONTH-OLD BABY WAS KILLED 
when a fire burned down more than 
150 shanties in a depressed community 
in Parafiaque City Monday night 
Firemen later found Joseph Ace- 
buques body in his grandmothers 


_ house at Purok Uno, Silverio Com- 


pound, Dr. A. Santos Avenue (formerly 
Sucat Road) where the fire started at 
8:23 p.m. 

Over 450 other families living in the 
eight-hectare compound were also left 
homeless. 

The fire raged for nearly seven hours as 


a strong wind fanned the flames, making 
it difficult for fire fighters to put them out. 
Italo did not help that most of the houses 
in the area were made of light materials. 

‘Supt. Sofia Mendoza, Southern Po- 
lice District fire marshal, said they were 
forced to ask all other fire districts in 
Metro Manila for help when they real- 
ized that the blaze showed no signs of 
dying down at around 10 p.m. 

More than 40 fire trucks from volun- 
teer brigades and 15 trucks from the 
Bureau of Fire Protection rushed to the 
scene to help put out the fire. 

“We had a difficult time putting out 
the fire because the streets are very nar- 


том and only small fire trucks can pass 
through,” Mendoza told the INQUIRER. 

The fire was declared under control at 
1 am., and was finally put out at 3:38 
a.m. It reportedly started in the house of 
Vivian Acebuque, Joseph's grandmother. 

Acebuque left the house a few hours 
before the incident to buy disposable 
diapers for her grandson who was 
asleep in his crib. 

She told investigators that their 
shanty had no electricity, forcing them 
touseagas lamp. 

“We're looking at the possibility that 
the gas lamp may have tipped over and 
caused the fire,” Mendoza said. 


CA upholds Manila councilor's dismissal 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE COURT OF APPEALS UPHELD THE 
dismissal from service and forfeiture of 
benefits of a Manila City councilor who 
allegedly solicited P1.2 million to renew 
a wet market operators franchise. 

The court denied Councilor Abelardo 
Viceo's plea to reverse the 2005 ruling 
of the Office of the Ombudsman which 
found him guilty of grave misconduct 
and prevented him from serving in gov- 
ernment again. 

In its June 5 decision, the appellate 
court said Viceo failed to present sub- 
stantial arguments to rebut com- 
plainant Cleotilde Flavier's allegation, 
as well as that of witnesses, that he 
asked for money in 2004 in exchange. 
for granting her request to renew the 
franchise of the Abucay Market Corpo- 
ration to operate a wet market in Ton- 
do, Manila. 

Viceo was a member of the Manila 
City Council's committee on laws and 
regulations at that time. 


“Curiously all the petitioner can 
muster for his defense are bare denials 
and technicalities. As against the sworn 
and positive statements of the com- 
plainant and the two barangay chair- 
men before the Ombudsman, the de- 
fenses raised by the petitioners must ut- 
terly fail,” the appellate court said. 

It added that Viceo missed the point 
when he argued that he could not be 
held liable for the city council commit- 
tee's alleged failure to act on Flavier's 
franchise application. 

According to the court, Viceo was 
sanctioned by the Ombudsman be- 
cause of his individual action that de- 
layed the committee's action. He was 
accused of refusing to release the 
committee report regarding the cor- 
poration's bid to renew its franchise 
despite its approval by the city coun- 
cil's other committees 

"In any case, the core of the com- 
plaint, far from imputing any irregulari- 
ty in the inaction of the committee i 
self, is actually zeroed in on the fact that 


the petitioner solicited the amount of 
P1.2 million from the private respon- 
dent,” the appellate court said 

Italso gave no weight to Viceo's argu- 
ment that the Ombudsman does not 
have the power to dismiss him from ser- 
vice. The court said it was well within 
the Ombudsman's power to remove 
government officials from office, an au- 
thority that had already been upheld by 
the Supreme Court. 

In her complaint against Viceo, 
Flavier said that when she refused to 
give him the money, he threatened to 
disapprove the corporation's request, 
and later refused to release the commit- 
tee report on its application. 

Barangay chair Artemia Aguila, a 
witness, said that when they went to 
Viceo's office, she was told that the P1.2 
million was “for the boys.” Aguila 
added that Viceo later said that if she 
and Flavier could not afford to come up. 
with the amount, they could just meet 
with 10 councilors and discuss how the 
payment could be made. 


Man of many aliases faces rape, estafa raps 


By Kristine L. Alave 


THE SAN JUAN POLICE IS READYING 
charges against Andrew Sia Yu alias 
Richard Gonzales, a suspect in a series 
of cases involving rape and swindling, 
as complaints against him continue to 
pourin. 

According to San Juan police chief 
Supt. Rodelio Jocson, another woman 
accused Yu of raping her last year, mak- 


DiD YOU KNOW 


ON JUNE 9, 1975, the Philippines and 
China established diplomatic relations 
with each other. China currently has 
an embassy in Makati City while the. 
Philippines has consulates in Xiamen, 
Guangzhou, Hong Kong and Shang- 
hai. Leaders of both countries have 
exchanged visits, the most recent one 
being President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
trip to China early this month. 

Cyril L. Bonabenle, Inquirer Research 


ing her the third rape complainant 
against Yu. 

‘Two women have already come for- 
ward, saying Yu, using a different 
name, befriended then molested and 
robbed them early this month. 

According to the third woman's testi- 
mony, Yu used the same method on her 
when he met her at a bar in Timog, 
Quezon City late last year. After getting 
her drunk, she claimed Yu molested her 
before running away with her bag and 
laptop. 

“We can't finish our report because we 
continue to receive complaints against 
him,” Jocson said. He added that about 
20 people have come forward to file the 
complaints. Yu is currently detained in a 
San Juan police station. 

Jocson said Yu's case is one of the 
most unique cases he has handled so баг 
because the suspect appeared to oper- 
ate throughout the metropolis, target- 
ing people from all walks of life, includ- 
ingmen. 

in some instances, the suspect boast- 
‘ed—and carried identification cards— 


showing he was a relative of prominent 
personalities like senatorial candidate 
Luis “Chavit” Singson and House of 
Representatives Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia. 

According to evidence gathered by 
the San Juan police, Yu had introduced 
himself as Mike de Venecia and Ricky 
Singson to his victims, two of the eight 
aliases he allegedly employed. He also 
used a vehicle with No. 8 plates, issued 
onlyto congressmen. 

Jocson said that apart from filing 
rape and robbery charges against Yu, 
they would also bring him to court for 
concealing his true name and for violat- 
ing the Access Device Act for allegedly 
stealing over a dozen credit cards from 
various victims. Yu, however, denied 
that he raped lis victims. 

Yu was arrested outside a bar on Rox- 
as Boulevard in Pasay City after а 22- 
year old woman lodged complaints of 
таре and robbery against him. He also 
figured in a vehicular accident in Man- 
daluyong City last month as he was 
driving a car with No. 8 plates. 


Rodolfo Amistoso. 

“Based on the file photo of the South- 
ern Police District, the driver of the sus- 
pects car, identified as Rodolfo Amis- 
toso, was one of the suspects who took 
part in the robbery of Banco de Oro in 
Sucat," Varilla said. 

The NCRPO chief admitted that there 
was a slight increase of 1.24 percent ог 
26 incidents in street crimes from Jan- 
шагу to May this year as compared to 
the same period in 2006. He said most 
of the incidents were robberies and re- 
lated to the illegal drugs trade. 

Varila said that economics was a factor 
in the rise of incidents. "After the Yuletide 
season, many people need money. This is 
also the enrollment period. So many of 
ош fellowmen resort to cell phone snatch- 
ing and robberies,” he pointed out. 

But on the whole, Varilla said Metro 
Manila was still safe despite the series 
ofrobberies. — With Julie M. Aurelio 


METROBRIEFS 
New footbridge to open 


PEDESTRIANS crossing the Tullahan River 
can look forward to using a sturdier walk- 
way two weeks after strong rains and 
‘garbage flow washed off one of the two 
temporary footbridges in Valenzuela City. 
"We will open the permanent footbridge, 
which is made of steel, on Friday,” project 
engineer Ed Santos told the Inouinen yes- 
terday. The 73-year-old Tullahan Bridge, 
which connects the cities of Valenzuela 
and Malabon, is being replaced and con- 
struction of a new bridge is expected to be 
completed in September. The project para- 
lyzed traffic on the usually clogged 
MacArthur Highway, forcing passenger 
jeeps to cut trips . Pedestrians were ad- 
vised to use two footbridges. But two 
weeks ago, the northbound temporary 
footbridge collapsed, washed out by the 
swelling river carrying piles of garbage. 
The new, stronger steel footbridge runs on 
the northbound side of the highway but the 
southbound temporary footbridge, made 
of wood, would still be open to accommo- 
date an estimated more than half a million 
pedestrians every day. 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Money changer arrested 
BALIKBAYANS eager to have their dollars 
exchanged at higher peso rates should be 
wary of the money changers they deal 
with. Four suspects, including a money- 
changer employee, were arrested over the 
weekend for robbery with intimidation af- 
tera retired US Navy man accused them of. 
shortchanging him of more than 
P300,000. Insp. Renato Solis, chief of the 
Manila police's Special Operations Group, 
identified the suspects as Laila Santos, an 
employee of Evans money changer in Er- 
mita, Manila, and her supposed cohorts 
Cenon Маша Jr., Rex Mariano and Ramon 
Pascual. Earlier former US Navy man Nel- 
‘son Datuin complained to the police that 
he went to the shop on A. Mabini near the 
corner of Salas Street to change his dollars 
into pesos. But when Santos handed him 
his money, it was short by P321,298. 
When he demanded that she give him the. 
rest of his money, the three men surround- 
ed him and threatened to beat him up. The. 
four suspects were later charged with rob- 
bery with intimidation at the Manila City 
Prosecutor's Office. 

Alison W. Lopez 


Masses for Padre Pio 

IN 2003, Blessed Padre Pio was canonized 
in Rome by Pope John Paul II. Saint Pio, a 
Capuchin priest, is widely known as the 
first stigmatized priest in the history of the 
Church. On Sept. 20, 1918, at the age of 
31, the five wounds of our Lord's Passion 
appeared on his body. This coming Satur- 
day, June 16, the Philippine Centre for St. 
Pio of Pietreicina Inc. а nonstock, non- 
profit organization engaged in the propa- 
pation of the teachings of St. Pio, will cele- 
brate the fifth anniversary of his canoniza- 
tion with two Masses at the St. Pio chapel. 
The first wil be at 10 a.m. and the second 
at 5 p.m. Everyone is invited. The St. Pio 
chapel is located at 188 E. Rodriguez Jr. 
‘Avenue (C-5), Bagumbayan, Quezon City. 
It has regular Masses and novenas every 
Friday at 5 p.m. and Sunday Masses at 10 
a.m. Relics of St. Pio are on display for 
veneration. For more information, please 
call 6343668/39 or e-mail admin@saintpi- 
ocenter.com or visit www saintplocen- 
tercom. 
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Bangladesh mudslides 
1 CHITTAGONG—The death toll in a spate of mud- 
ides, flooding and lightning in southeastern 
] 2 Bangladesh rose on Tuesday to 103 after res- 
| Z cuers recovered 12 more bodies, rescue officials 
1 and witnesses said. The worst-hit area was а con- 
gested shantytown in the hilly port city of Chit- 
. tagong, where large chunks of ЇЇ collapsed and 
* buried dozens of bamboo and straw shacks. The 
site is near a military area and Army rescuers 
pulled out at least 19 bodies from the debris on 
Tuesday, city official Nur Sulaiman said. Two oth- 
er bodies were recovered from a downtown pond, 
he added. At least 67 died across the city on Mon- 
day, while another four bodies were found 
overnight, officials said. AP 


35-year jail term 
THE HAGUE—The UN war crimes court on Tues- 
day convicted Milan Martic on charges of perse- 
cution, murder, deportation and torture and sen- 
tenced the rebel Croatian Serb leader to 35 years 
in prison. Martic, 52, was a close айу of former 
Yugoslav president Slobodan Milosavic and held 
various leadership positions in the rebel Serbs’ 
self-proclaimed autonomous Krajina region in 
Croatia between January 1991 and August 1995. 
The judges ruled that Martic, as the "most impor- 
tant and influential political figure” in the Krajina 
knew of the “multitude of crimes committed 
against non Serbs” that led to hundreds of thou- 
sands of Croat civilians fleeing the area. AFP 


24 Taliban killed 
KABUL—US-led coalition and Afghan troops 
killed more than 24 suspected Taliban fighters 
during an eight-hour battle in southern 
Afghanistan, the coalition said on Tuesday. The 
troops were initially ambushed by militants in 
Shah Wali Kot in Kandahar province on Monday, 

| but retreated after several of their fighters were 
killed. A force of some 30 Taliban later attacked 

.. the same coalition convoy, and Western forces 
called in air strikes on a compound and a vehicle. 
“During the eight-hour battle, over two dozen en- 
emy fighters were killed,” the coalition said. AP 


$250-M reforestation fund 
WASHINGTON—The World Bank is planning an 
international fund of at least $250 million to fight 
_ deforestation, which contributes о global warm- 
ing. a bank official said on Monday. The targets 
for the fund are all countries that have significant 
rain forests, Werner Kornex, senior technical 
specialist in the carbon finance unit, old AFP. 
That includes countries in Latin America, Central 
Africa and Southeast Asia, especially but, main, 
significant carbon-dloxide emitters Such as 
Brazil, Congo and Indonesia, he said. The pro- 
gram "will be performance based, so a country 
will only receive funds after it was measured and 
Verified that the emissions were reduced," said 
Kornexl. AFP 
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MIAMI—SECURITY EXPERTS 
from around the world meet- 
ing here on Monday warned of 
the threat ofa terrorist nuclear 
attack, and called for renewed 
efforts to crack down on black 
market sales of nuclear and ra- 
dioactive material 

"Nuclear terrorism is a glob- 
al threat that requires a global 

,” said FBI director 
Robert Mueller, as he inaugu- 
rated an international confer- 
ence on nuclear terrorism, а 
component of the Global Initia- 
tive to Combat Nuclear Terror- 
ism (GICNT). 

He described nuclear terror- 
ism as “one of the most danger- 
ous and deadly threats” that 
mations around the world face. 

President George W Bush 
and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin announced the initiative. 
in July 2006 at the G8 summit 
of industrialized nations meet- 
ingin Saint Petersburg, Russia. 

At the time the two leaders 
urged nations around the 
word to work to fight the 
threat of nuclear terrorism by 
working to better safeguard 
nuclear material and radioac- 
tive substances. 

Officials from some 30 na- 
tions that signed on to the ini- 
tiative were present at the Mia- 
mi conference. 


SKYWALKERS , 
In this image made from Nasa TY, Astronaut Danny Olivas (left, 
top) and astronaut James Reilly (right), work during their space 
walk outside the international space station during a visit by the 
Space Shuttle Atlantis orbiting Earth on June 11. 


Russia to help solve 
N. Korea deadlock 


WASHINGTON—RUSSIA HAS 
stepped in to try to help with the. 
transfer of funds from a Macau 
bank to North Korea, said US offi- 
cials on Monday, who hope an 
end to the deadlock will quickly 
revive a stalled disarmament ef- 
fort. 

The issue of roughly $25 million 
frozen in a Macaurbased Banco 
Delta Asia account has held up im- 
plementation of a Feb. 13 disarma- 
ment deal with Pyongyang, which 
has refused to shut down its Yong- 


Macanese to facilitate the transfer,” 
said US Treasury Department 
spokesperson Molly Millerwise. 

“We appreciate the willingness of 
the Russian government to facilitate. 
the transaction and the good coop- 
eration of the Macanese authori- 
ties,” she added. 

‘The Wall Street Joumal reported 
оп Monday that a transaction al- 
lowing the funds to be transferred 
to a Russian bank was expected to 
be completed this week, but Miller- 
wise declined comment on the re- 


yon nuclear complex until it has portas did the State Department. The mechanics of assem: 
the money. “The Journal said the private Rus- bling a nuclear explosive is rel- 

But intemational banks have re- sian Bank likely to receive the funds atively easy, experts said. Much 
fused so far to touch the funds orbe was the Far East Commercial Bank, more difficult is gaining access 


involved in the transfer for fear that 
strict US financial laws will taint 
them. 

The $25 million at Banco Delta 
Asia was blocked after the United 
‘States blacklisted the bank, accus- 
ing it of laundering illicit funds for 
North Korea. 

US officials said Russia had of- 
fered its help but declined to pro- 


where Pyongyang has a dormant 
account. 

There is a banking holiday in 
Russia both on Monday and Tues- 
day and the earliest any money 
could be transferred would likely be 
on Wednesday. 

There has been growing opi- 
mism in recent days that a deal 
could be near over the blocked 


to highly enriched uranium or 
plutonium necessary for the 
bomb. 

“The laws of supply and de- 
mand dicate that someone, 
somewhere, will provide mate- 
па to the highest bidder” 
Mueller said. 

Vladimir Bulavin, the deputy 
director of Russia's Federal Se- 


vide further details funds and US Assistant Secretary of curity Bureau, said that the 
“The United States is working State Christopher НИ said he was threat of nuclear terrorism “is 
with the Russians and the hopeful. Reuters stil the main threat of every 


event of the Contact Center Association of the Philippines is the 


This year's highlights 
© Philippine Call Center Roadmap 2010 


2 Panel discussion of top Call Center Executives 


Э Debate: Long-term career or dead-end job? 


The CCAP Call Center Conference 8 Expo is back, and it's bigger than 


2 Response to the Roadmap from the Government, Education, Real Estate, and ICT Sectors 
> Conference Tracks: Operations, People, Solutions, Career Development, and Captives 


> Special interest group (SIG) sessions for HR managers, workforce managers, QA managers, IT managers, and facilities managers 


Experts warn versus 
nuke terror attacks 


country" Russia has taken steps 
to control the threat through 
dose “accounting and control of 
mudear material" Bulavin said. 

Mueller called for cracking 
down on the international nu- 
dear technology black market, 
waming that the likes ofal-Qai- 
да network leader Osama bin 
laden-responsible for the 
Sept. 11, 2001 attacks in the 
United ‘States—are actively 
seeking nuclear material. ing the foreign law enforce- 

Pakistani scientist Abdul ment officials in the audience 
Qadeer Khan—father of his he said: "Communication, 
country’s nuclear program who sharing and coordination 
in 2004 confessed to providing are the essence of what will 
nuclear secrets to Нал and timately make our network 
North Korea—‘s one of many . stronger than the terrorist net- 
to prove that there is a sellers’ work” AFP 


Malaccan Strait 
seen as target 


KUALA LUMPUR— 
Malaysia's police chief warned 
on Tuesday of “real and possi- 
bie" threats of terror attacks in 
the busy Malacca Strait which 
he said could hurt regional 
economies and harm world 
trade if they materialized. 
Musa Hassan told an Inter- 
national Maritime Bureau 
conference in Malaysia's cap- 
ital that one worrying sce- 
nario would be if suicide 
bombers were to hijack a gas 
tanker sailing in the strait. 
“Another threat which is 
real and possible that is lurk- 
ing in the Strait is maritime 
terrorism,” he said. “There 
are still concerns for future 
attacks especially from ter- 
rorist groups that could affect 
the economy of the region.” 
He “identified no specific 
threats made by individuals 
or groups but said the police 


market" of nuclear technology: 
"This is not about catching 
the crook after the crime is com- 
mitted,” said Muellers boss, At- 
tomey General Alberto Gonza- 
Jes, who was also at the event. 
“Rather it is about preven- 
tion—and keeping weapons 
and the building blocks for 
them, accounted for, secure, 
outside of ilicit markets, and 
away from terrorists.” Address- 


and the navy from the three 
countries lining е 
strait--Malaysia, Indonesia 
and Singapore—must ensure 
that one of the world’s busi- 
est sealanes was kept open 
and safe. 

Musas remarks echoed 
concerns among authorities 
and experts that terrorists 
may attack shipping, or use 
ships as floating bombs, in 
the Malacca Strait, which car- 
ries some 40 percent of the 
world's trade, including 80 
percent of the energy зир- 
plies of Japan and China. 

More than 60,000 mer- 
chant ships ply the waterway 
every year. 

The strait, only about 3 
miles wide at its narrowest 
point, has seen a sharp drop. 
of piracy cases following in- 
creased patrolling by the 
three states. Reuters 


ever! Now on our third run, the two-day flagship 
annual gathering of the industry's biggest contact centers. 


A REAL RETURN ON INVESTMENT S 
S Geta more и-ди understanding ol сай center operations | 3 Ce 
2 Leam best practices from successful call centers 

> Get updated wif the newest producis and technologies 
D Network with your peers and vendors 


| > Tel 


> CEO, cio.coo cro 
5 Site Directors 


| 2 Operations Managers 


SHOULD ATTEND 
ji Center Professionals 2 Customer Service Heads 
5 HR Managers 
2 Business Development Managers 
D IT Managers 
Э Support Industries. 


iemarketing Managers 


CONFERENCE ( Tentative Topics ) 
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в. Payment may be deposited to any Banco de Oro branch 
теги may 
Account Name: DL Media Focus International Inc. 


CONFERENCE RATES 2 mber 


FULL Г On-site Rate 
Early Bird (EB) Rate (until June 15, 2007) 
Register & pay from June 1 to 15.2007 P6400 O P40 


Op7200 ОР 45 


mat Adress: 


"Реза wea the пате of tha stendogis on he deposi sip and fax o DL Media Fe 
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GROUP DISCOUNT > Group of 5 -less 5% Э Group of 10 - less 10% 


Savings Account: 1410010439 (Elcano branch) 
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Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABORAND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bldg.. 1650 San Marcelino. 
cor. General Maivar St. Malate, Manila 


WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 13, 2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
x N 
NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office applicalion/s for Alien Employment Permis: 


The Pee ore 


Thailand freezes $1.6-B 
assets of Thaksin, wife 


BANGKOK—AN ANTI-CORRUPTION PANEL ORDERED MORE 
than 52 billion baht ($1.6 billion) in assets belonging to ousted Thai 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra and his wife to be frozen on 
Monday pending court rulings on whether it was illicitly obtained. 


of 
ny/Employer 


Name of 
Forsign National 


Position 


CHITRA'S MANUFACTURING, INC. 
ЗЕ HRDC Km. 16, Acsie Rd. cor 
Severna Ind Estate, Paranaque City 


Chitra Keswani 


CASHAU FINANCING CORP. 
Unit M. Aurora Plaza Arquiza S, 
Brgy. 667 Zone 072 Ermita, Mania 


Chun Hung Lin 


OISCA MANILA JAPANESE 
KINDERGARTEN INC. 

69 Paseo de Roxas, Urdaneta Vilage, 
Makali City 


Kozue Suzuki Japanese Teacher! 


ме 


OISCA MANILA JAPANESE 
KINDERGARTEN, INC. 

69 Paseo de Roxas, Urdaneta Vilage, 
Makati City 


Minako Kobayashi Japanese Teacher! 
ме 


NO.1 ACTIVITY NETWORK 


Sungll Hong 


‘SYSTEM (NANS), INC. 


Unit 22 


PC Eisenhower Condominium, 


41 Eisenhower St, San Juan, MM. 


INTELLIRISK PHILIPPINES, INC. 
1ТЕ Tower Il RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave. 


Makati 


INTELLIRISK PHILIPPINES, INC. 
ТТЕ Tower 1 RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave.. 


Makati 


WELLBEING.COM, INC. 


Arvind Reddy 
каш 

City 

Vishal Sharma 


Ciy 


Unit 905-908 Pacific Center Bldg 
833 San Miguel Ave., Ortigas Center, 
Pasig City 


Assistant Vice 
President Operaions 


Asst Vice 
Presider, Operations 


Inja Yoo (ию Park) General Manager 


\ you have any informatiolobjection to the abovementioned applications please 
‘communicate with the Regional Director. 


Ез 


Tired 
pbuilding to 8: 


LOURDES М. TRASMONTE 
jonal Director 


pe 13.200) 


2 
joa 


The Assets Examination Committee, set up af- 
ter Thaksin was deposed in a bloodless coup last. 
September, said money in bank accounts and 
other financial assets belonging to the couple 
could later be seized if they are found to have 
been gained illegally. 

“The committee found evidence that Thaksin 
during his timeas prime minister committed cor- 
ruption and illegal acts,” it said ina statement. 

“The committee's order isa major new blow for 
‘Thaksin, 57, who was deposed amid allegations 
of corruption and abuse of power. 

Forbes magazine, in a listing last July of Thai- 
land's richest people, put Thaksin and his family 
in fourth place with an estimated fortune of $2.2 
billion. 

Earlier this year, Thaksin made a reported 108 
million pound ($212 million) takeover bid for 


the English Premier League Manchester City soc- 
cer team. 

Thaksin's lawyer and de facto spokesperson in 
‘Thailand, Noppadol Pattama, said the former 
prime minister “feels that he and his wife have 
been unfairly and illegally treated by the AEC, 
and will fight and defend his innocence by bring- 
ing legal action in criminal and civil cases daim- 
ing compensation for loss of opportunity” 

Не described the committee's actions, 
take effect immediately, as “just another political 
decision to persecute the former prime minister.” 

“Thaksin was abroad at the time of the coup, 
and has not returned since. He has heeded the 
wamings of the military that he was not wel- 
come until after a general election planned for 
December, because of fears he would destabilize 
the politcal situation. 


Republic of the Philippines 
‘Supreme Court 
Mania 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Supreme Court through the Commitee on Bids ives prospective bidders 1o apply 


Tor elgbity and to bid for the folowing: 


Name ol Project 


‘Source of Funding} 


Office 


(NCAR) 


‘Sopplies Tor lower caris 7172815535 


"General Appropriations 
масу 2007 


Torz 
Authorized Distributors and or Authorized Resellers 


EPSON Ribbon and ink 


350,000.00 


Genes App | 
аст ж 


Tors 


[Television Cable Service Systems Tor 
egheen (18) offices of tne Court 


P258,200 00year 


General Appropriations 
Асс 2007 


Tora 
"AS IS, WHERE IS" AND "CASH AND CARRY" basis, 


[sana 


[compre 


anis oft lolong асове ches abes 
ecl cinis, а caes rel geralors 


Nara Unservesa Properes o Ve Court 


ressors, electi fans, aluminum sheets, G1. Sheets 


long span, foiding beds, venetian binds, batries, sais 


[et тооп fures, igiousings ic 


Bid mesi not be lower than 
360,000.00 


PERIOD OF DELIVERVICONTRACT 
Lott: 


1) Within twenty (20) calendar days Кот the issuance of the Purchase order, the 


2) Actual delivery ofthe suppleslequpment shal be made ми hry (30) calendar 


suppler shal complete s stocks in the warehouse for inspection 


days from inspection. 


Lot 2: Thirty (30) calendar days kom receipt of Purchase Order PO.) 
Lot 3: Two years contact 


SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES: 


PRE-BID CONFERENCE 


The pre bid conference wil be held on the following schedule: 


Project 


Date and Time Venue 


] 


ТАГЫ 


June 20, 2007, Wednesday, 200 pm. 


Olic of Administatre Services | 
Conference Room, 4th Floor. В 
Centennial Bldg. Supreme Cour. 
Padre Faura SL. Ёла, Manta. 


June 22, 2007, Fay, 200 pm. 


Office of Adminisrative Services | 

Conference Room, 4th Floor. | 

| Centennial Bldg. Supreme Court | 
Раде Роша Si, Ermia, Mania. 


June 2, 2007, Friday, 300 p. 


‘ce of Administrative Services 
Conference Room, 4th Floor. | 
Centennial В. Supreme Cour 

| Pade Faura St, Emma. Mania | 


[7 


SUBMISSION OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND OPENING OF BIDS 


"The ebay requrements of prospective bidders musi be personaly submited by 
the duly authorized represeniatve, and the bids wil be opened, thereafter, n he presence 
of he bidders or ther authorized representatives, o be held on he folowing schedule 


Project 


Date and Time Venue 


| 


їшї1&2 | Juy4, 2007, Wednesday, 200 pum. 


Conference Room, 
Centennial Bid. 


Office of Adminisrabre Seces 


‘th Floor 


‘Supreme Court 
Padre Faura SL. Ermita. Mania 


| 


July 6,2007, Friday, 200 рл. 


Offce of Administrative Services | 
Conference Room, 4th Floor, | 
Centennial 80. Supreme Court 
Padre Faura SL, Ermita. Mania 


| 


July 6, 2007, Friday, 300 pam. 
Conference Room, 


4th Floor 


Offce of Adminisraiwe Services | 


Сонот Bag eme Ca 
Fase Fara S Cra Мата 


Prospective bidders must not be related to the head ofthe procuring епйу or any 
member othe Commitee on Bids or s Secretariat ether by consanguinity or айну upto 


the thid си degree. 


Interested bidders may secure eligibility requirements and bid documents from the 
Secretariat. Commitee on Bids, Property Dison. 39 Floor Annex 


‘Supreme 
Court, aher payment of а non-relundabie fe of One Thousand Pesos (P1.000.0) each 
{or Lot 1, Lot 2, Five Hundred Pesos (P500.00) or Lot 3, and One Thousand Pesos 


(1,000.60) for Lot4 porto Ie conduct of re-bid conference. For additonal information. 
the bidders may contaci the Secretary Atty. Ennar Н.С. Cabanilla at telefax no. 251270 
or Mis. Norma C. Josue at tel. по. 5286419. 


The Commitee on Bids reserves the right to: 1) reject any ог ай bids, 2) waive any 


detects or iniormaities there. 3) or accep any bids or ers which тау consider о be 


‘most advantageous and beneficial othe government. 
May 29, 2007 


(508) JOSE Р. PEREZ 
Chatman 


тине, 


LEAFY 
PROTEST 
Holly Gray from 
London, UK (left) and 
Ashley Fruno from 
‘Vancouver, Canada 
(right), wearing 
bikinis made out of 
real lettuce leaves 
and sesame leaves, 
pose for the media. 
holding signs that 
reads “Let's havea 
meal with 
vegetable,” in Seoul, 
South Korea, on June. 
12. Activists 
representing PETA, 
People for the Ethical 
‘Treatment of 
Animals, were in. 
Seoul to capture the 
public's attention on 
issues about eating 
‘meat which they 
claim causes. 
enormous suffering in. 
factories and farms. e 
MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation ("PSALM Privatization, Bids 
and Awards Committee ("Committee") invites interested parties to particpate in and bid for the 
privatization of the following 


600 MW Batangas Coal-Fired Thermal Power Plant located at Calaca, Batangas 
(the “Asser) Тһе Asset is being privatized on an "as is where is" basis. 


Interested partes must submit a Letter of Interest (LOT? to the PSALM Privatization Bids and Awards 
Commitee (the Commitee") which shall state the full name, address, telephone and fax numbers 
of the interested party, name of the pnncipal contact, and signed by an authorized representative 
‘Al LOls must be received by the Committee at the PSALM Office wih address at 4* Floor Bankmer 
Building, 6756 Ayala Avenue, Makati City not later than 5.00 p.m. on 29 June 2007, (the "LOI 
Submission Deadine') Only interested parties that submit an LOI by the LOI Submission Deadline 
shall be allowed to paricipate further in the prvatizaton of the Asset 


As a prerequisite to the receipt of the Bidding Package, interested parties shall execute а 
Confidentiaity Agreement and an Undertaking pursuant to Section 78 of RA 9136. both in the forms 
provided by PSALM. and pay а non-refundable fee in the amount of Two Thousand U.S. Dollars 
{U'S.$2,000 00) (the "Participation Fee"). The Particpation Fee shall either be in cash, managers 
check ог cashier's check All bank charges, if any, shall be for the account of the interested party. The 
Confidentiality Agreement, Undertaking, and Participaton Fee musi be received by the Committee 
fon of before 5:00 p.m. on 4 July 2007 to ente an interested party any further parbcipalion in the 
privatization of the Asset. 


The Bidding Package, which includes the bidding procedures, shall be issued during office hours 
(8.00 a m. to 5:00 pm) from 18 June 2007 unti 5 July 2007 at 5.00 p.m. (the “Deadline’) at the 
PSALM Office. In accordance with the bidding procedures, only interested parties who have been 
issued the Biking Package by the Deadline or a consortium which includes an interested party will 
be allowed to participate further in the privatization of the Asset 

The schedule of the bidding activities shall be as follows: 


Due Diligence 48 June 2007 to 12 October 2007 
Pre-bid Conference 18 July 2007, 2.00 p.m. at the PSALM Office. 
Deadline for Receipt of Bids by PSALM “16 October 2007, 12.00 noon al ће PSALM Office 


References to dates and times shall be based on Manila time. Should any of the above dates fall 
оп a holiday, the deadline shall be extended to the same time of the immediately succeeding 
business day in Makati City. 


A two-envelope bidding system will be adopted. Interested parties will be required to post a bid 
‘security equivalent to nine milion U. S. Dollars (U.S $ 9,000,000 00) in the form of an irrevocable 
Standby letter of credi which must be acceptable to the Commitee. The bid security of the winning 
bidder shall be substituted by a performance secunty to guaranty prompt, faithful and complete 
performance of ts obligatons under the transacton. The details of the privatizabon of the Asset are 
Contained in the Bidding Package. 

Letters of interest, Confidentiality Agreements and Undertakings shall be addressed and submitted 
to. The Chairman, Privatzation, Bids and Awards Commitee, PSALM Corporation, 4" Floor Bankmer 
Building. 6756 Ayala Avenue, Makati City. Philippines. ” Inquiries and clarifications shall be 
addressed to Mr. Froilan A. Tampinco at the PSALM Office or at leiefax number (632) 892-6028 or 
e-mail address fatamoin 


The Committee reserves the right lo accept or reject any interested party or bidder or proposals or 
bids therefrom, or any part thereof, andlor to wave any defects contained therein and accept the. 
offer most advantageous to Ihe Government, without offening any reason whatsoever. И does not 
‘assume any obligation lo compensate or indemnify parties for any expense or loss thal they may 
incur as a resul of ther partiepation in the pnvatizavon process, nor does it guarantee that an award 
will be made. Finally it reserves the right to modif, supplement, or change the Bidding Procedures. 
‘and other aspects of the privatization process at any ime, including the schedule and the venue 
provided heren. for any reason whatsoever and without ging pnor notice. Interested parties and! 
Gr bidders will be notified subsequently of such modifications, supplements, or changes 


"n 


pr 


Power Sector 
ASSETS а Пати 


(508) RAPHAEL P. М. LOTILLA 

Charman 

PSALM Privatization, Bids and Awards Committee 
(PDL June 13, 14 & 15, 2007) 


OUSTED Thailand Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra is pictured with his wife, 


Pojaman, in this Oct.21,2004file photo. лғ 


‘Thaksin, who was prime minister from 2001 
to 2006, made his fortune in telecommunica- 
tions, largely from a government-granted mobile 
phone operating concession. He used some of 
the money to start a new party, Thai Rak Thai, as 
a springboard to the nation's leadership. АР 


Gaza fighting 
rages; 17 dead 


GAZA CITY—PALESTINIAN GUN BATTLES 
rocked Gaza on Tuesday, killing 17 people in 
24 hours as mortar shells slammed into the 
home of Premier Ismail Haniya and the 
seafront compound of President Mahmoud 
Abbas. 

‘Amid the apparent no-holds-barred con- 
frontation, one person was killed and 10 
‘wounded ina shooting at a hospital, while the 
Palestinian media are also being targeted. 

No casualties were reported in either the 
attack on Haniya's modest home in the Shati 
refugee camp or the sprawling Gaza City pres- 
idential compound of Abbas. Neither leader 
was present when the impacts were reported. 

Security officials said three mortar shells 
exploded inside Abbas's compound while a 
fourth struck the home of Haniya, a senior 
member of Hamas, whose loyalists have been 
locked in deadly battles with Abbas's Fatah 
for six days. 

Defying the latest ceasefire, Gaza plunged 
into renewed violence, with rival gunmen 
stepping up the stakes by opening fire on gov- 
ernment offices and at a hospital in clashes 
that have killed 17 people since Monday. 

The violence poses a serious threat to a na- 
tional unity government that has grouped Fa- 
tah and Hamas around the same cabinet table. 
since March with the express aim of halting 
the bloodshed and ending cripping Western 
boycotts. 

Hamas militant Omar Nabhan Rantissi, a 
nephew of Hamas leader Abdelaziz Rantissi 
who was assassinated by Israel in 2004, was 
the latest to die, killed by gunmen in the 
southern town of Khan Yunis on Tuesday, 
medical sources said. AFP 


US troop 
losses in Iraq 
top 3,500 


BAGHDAD—US TROOP LOSSES IN IRAQ 
topped 3,500 after a bridge bombing near 
Baghdad on Monday, as Britain's visiting fu- 
ture prime minister rejected domestic calls for 
a probe into the war's failings. 

"Three US soldiers were killed and six wound- 
ed when their checkpoint was struck by a suicide 
car bomb, the military said, bringing the overall 
death toll to at least 3,501 since the March 2003 
invesion, according to an AFP count based on 
Pentagon figures. 

But despite the passing of yet another grim 
milestone for coalition forces, Britain's Gordon 
Brown, who takes over from Prime Minister 
‘Tony Blair on June 27, said it was not the time for 
an inquiry into the war as called for by the Con- 
servative opposition. 

“The wrong time to even consider an inquiry 
is when you have got to give all your effort to 
supporting the troops on the ground,” Brown 
told SkyNews. 

“There are times to consider these things, but 
the right thing to do at the moment isto give the 
full support and the full force of government be- 
hind the troops on the ground.” Speaking to re- 
porters in Baghdad, however, he acknowledged 
things could have been done differently. 

“T think its important to leam all the lessons, 
just as Tony Blair has said he acted in good faith 
but mistakes were made,” Brown said during his 
first visit то Iraq since he was chosen by the Labor 
party as Blair's heir 

Monday's attack brought to 28 the number of 
US troops killed in Iraq so far this month, with 
morethan 25,000 US troops wounded in combat 
since the invasion. 
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as Chico plays hero 


GAME TOMORROW (Olivarez College Sports Center) 
2:30 p.m.—Achlevement Awards 
3:30 p.m.—Gebuana Lhulliervs Harbour Centre 


By Jasmine W. Рауо 


CHICO LANETE HAS A NASTY 
habit of playing the hero in 
the current PBL Finals. 

Nasty, that is, if you are looking at it from 
the Cebuana Lhuillier point of view. 

With the Game 1 star striking hard early, Har- 
bour Centre moved within a win of capturing its 
third straight championship with a 90-75 tri- 
umph over Cebuana Lhuiller-Pera Padala yes- 
terday at the Olivarez College Sports Center. 

Lanete pumped in 15 of his 22 points from be- 
yond the arc versus а Cebuana squad that 
bogged down offensively to help the Batang Pier 
take a commanding 2-0 lead in the race-to-three 
affir. 

Lanete's solid shooting not only shot down 
coach Jorge Gallents pre-game prediction of an- 
other tight match, it also flaunted his ability to 
deliver the goods for Harbour Centre. 


Lanete was the Finals MVP when Harbour 
Centre topped the previous conference. 

"We had a good start and we sustained it,” 
seid Gallent. 

Lanete and Jason Castro spearheaded an ear- 
ly scoring outburst that shoved Batang Pier 
ahead by 21 points, 33-12, right in the first quar- 
ter 

JC Intal also starred in Batang Piers strong 
finish, drilling in 14 of his 18 points in the final 
canto when the Moneymen started chipping 
away their double-digit lead in the third period. 

“Intal, Lanete and Castro stepped up,” said 
Gallen. “They knew the importance of the 
game. If we lose, they knew it would come down 
to a bestofthree, which we don't want to hap- 
pen.” 

Only Ken Bono made an early impact for the 
Moneymen, scoring 14 of his 21 markers in the 
first half. 

Visibly frustrared, Doug Kramer came out 
scoreless in the first half after exploding with 20 
points and 10 rebounds for the Moneymen in 
Game 1. 

Everything just went Batang Pier's way in the 
first 10 minutes of action. In that stretch alone, 


the defending champions scored 12 tumover 
points built around six steals. 

Lanete buried two triples in an 18-3 spurt that 
gave Batang Pier a 20-9 advantage midway in 
the first period. 

The Moneymen managed to bring down the 
deficit to seven, 6255, with their second 
stringers on the floor in the third period. 

After a quick sideline lashing, Lanete and Intal 
commandeered a 9-0 run at the start of the next 
quarter to put the lead  « 
back up at 7255. NES & 

Tn Game 1, Lanete Cupio 
shot eight of his 12 TEA — «Pm 
points in the finals ох Smia Stan, 
minutes to key Harbour 
Cenes 8478 victory last 
Saturday 

The sores: a 

HARBOUR CENTRE 99— ne 22, үа 18, Castro 9, 
Araña 9, Baga 8, Alonzo б, Vergara 4, Dunc 4, Gao 3, 
ligera 3, Gamboa 2. Asoro 2 Femandez. 

CEBUANA LHUILLIER 75 ono 21, Deia Cuesta 9, Gil 
do B, Escalona B, Ye 7, Burtscher Б. Kramer 6, Capus 5, 043) 
5, Gonzales 0, Sta. Mari 0. Varto 0, Sols O. Dela Petia 

Quarters: 35-15, 5295, 6355, 9075 


susursawa 


Cebuana Lhuillier s Alfie Grijaldo. 


tre spitfire Jason Castro challenges the defense of 
кимин 
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Permit No 174, Series of 2 v duration is Кот May 7 - Se 


-| Sunday 


sensational stuff of this kind quiao was quoted as saying by 
was acted out in a prizefight Nick Giongo of the Manila Bul- 
arena? letin. 
Did Muhammad Ali, the... “Iwas really hurtwhenIsaw 
most dramatic boxer ever, Bobby lose to Soto and I can't 
7| come close to settling a blood think of anything right now but 
3 conflict involving a family to seek revenge,” Pacquiao 
j| member against a foe inside added. 


7| thering? 


= PHILIPPINE DI 


Ax 
Angry Pacman stars 
in Arum play 


SOMEBODY PLEASE CHECK 


the Hollywood files in Los Ange- BARE EYE 
les for the movie script from Be) 
where Bob Arum borrowed the га м 
theme of Manny Pacquiao's next 
fight. Recab 

Theres a surefire tearjerker Trinidad 


waiting to be played out inside 
the bosing ring. 

It will star Pacquiao, not the 
plain boxing super hero, but as a 
bothered brother dying to get 
back at a proud Mexican who оп 
mauled, bloodied, 
shamed and stopped his younger 
brod Bobby at the Madison 
Square Garden in New York. 

It will not be a mere boxing 
tussle. 

Itwilbea full-blown theater, a 
drippy melodrama centering on 
blood debt. 


No, he did not display the 
perfect stuff and depth neces- 
sary to put up a winning stand 
against the Pacman. 

But, after that win over Bob- 
by Pacquiao, Soto suddenly 
emerged as the hottest fighter 
in the horizon for the Pacman. 

This is not easy to believe, 
but Manny reportedly offered 
to give up his next purse just to 
be able to fight Soto—the soon- 
erthebetter. 

ЧЕТ have to give my prize 
money to him, Pd do that,” Pac- 


When was the last time a 


Has Pacquiao ever wondered 
when Bob Arum started writing 
the plot for that sensational re- 
venge encounter against Soto? 

You see, there's nothing wrong 
with a promoter lifting from a 
blood-debt story to lure a huge 
pay-per-view audience 

in fact, Arum could next be 
lined up for a special entertain- 


For one, Pacquiao needed a 
total of three encounters 
against Erik Morales to sustain 
the fierce trilogy that finally 
concluded after the RP ring 
hero stopped the Mexican ring 
Jegend in three rounds last Jan- 


Я wan 
| Yes, three hard fights to fuel 
one of the most memorable 


grudges in the 130-1b kingdom, mentaward from the Ring Maga- 

Which had also spun its own zine for innovation in super sell 

share of legends. ing what could otherwise be an 
ane ordinary fight. 

Its like this, Before Humberto Of course, Arum cannot be ex- 
Soto entered the ring to square pected to deny that his script was 
off with Bobby Pacquiao, the nearly completed after last Sun- 
Mexican was just one in a line of daysSoto-BobbyPac mismatch. 


As things stand, Arum no 
longer needs to add a single line 
tohis classic tale. 

He scored another promotion- 
al coup, a raging knockout. 

However, this should not be 
taken to mean Pacquiao's next 
fight is what he needs to fuel his 
greatness and regain the respect 
of those who have started to 
doubt his tree worth. 

Pacquiao must fight WBC su: 
per featherweight king Juan 
Manuel Marquez if he's to win 
what could be an equal to an Os- 


hungry pretenders praying to be 
paired against the Pacman in a 
Super rich bout. 

Soto was sad to have been paid 
$150,000 for that seventh-round 
stoppage of Bobby Pacquiao. 

Ie may not be the biggest ca- 
reer purse for Soto, 

But that gory conquest of Bob- 
by Pacquiao, who didn't appear 
properly equipped for that big 
fight, could've lined up Soto for 
an instant million-dollar pay-off 

Suddenly, Soto is the talk of 


By June Navarro 


‘THE INTERNATIONAL BASKETBALL FEDER- 
ation has already severed its remaining ties 
with the Basketball Association of the Philip- 
pines. 

And as if to stress the point, Fiba secretary- 
general Patrick Baumann castigated the BAP for 
trying to interfere with the affairs of Samahang 
Basketbol ng Pilipinas, saying the basketball 
group has no right to do so since it no longer has 
the blessings of the Fiba. 


No longer recognized 

“May 1 remind you that, following the deci- 
sions taken earlier this year, the Basketball Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines is no longer recognized 
by the Fiba,” seid Baumann in a leter addressed 
to BAP president Go Teng Kok. 

“As such fI reply to you, itis due only to a mat- 
ter of courtesy" Baumann added. 

Go wrote Baumann two weeks ago, informing 
the Fiba bigwig of recent developments with re- 
spect to the formation of the national team and 
how BAP officials were being eased out of the 
new federation. 

Go daimed that the SBR led by its president 
Manny V Pangilinan, has focused much of its at 
tention on the Philippine Basketball Association- 
backed national team at the expense of the other 
programs that should also be taken care of. 


‘The BAP chief also assailed the composition of оп the progress of the SBP' activities. Racela as he sneaks a pass to a teammate in the wing in 
о” love lost: Kings, 


(right) flank Toby's 
| ‘Sports operations 
manager Toby Claudio 
| atthe recent leg of 
| Sportsfeast event at 
Glorietta activity center 
in Makati City. The two 

Olympians gave free 
boxing lessons to sports 
enthusiasts. The events 


the boxing town. 
Ez car award. 


] nextlegis on june 29 at 


Tagaytay Spring quintet 
nips Ozamiz in thriller 


“TAGAYTAY SPRING EXACTED А 
measure of revenge against defend- 
ing champion Ozamiz Cotta Mon: 
day night with a cliffhanger 84-83 
Victory in the 2007 Spring Cooking 
OILNBC National Cup basketball 
tournament at the newly built Oreta 
Sports Center in Malabon. 

Expro Marlon Legaspi scored 
two crucial baskets and put up a de- 
fensive gem on Marlon Вазсо in the. 
final seconds to preserve Tagaytay's 
sixth win in seven games and solo 
leadership. 


last years finals. 


squandered a 15-point lead. 


Toyota-lloilo, 73-67, in the opener 


Tt was a sweet revenge for the 
Cooking Oil Masters of NBC presi- 
dent Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla and his 
ЕУР Mayor Bambol Tolentino, who 
were swept by the Ozamiz cagers in 


“We nearly collapsed in the sec- 
ond half. Buti na lang nag-step up 
ang mga veteran players ko за 
endgame, said coach Efren "Yong" 
Garcia of Spring, which nearly 


Quezon Villa Anita downed the 


Alabang Town Center. 


$] С International Derby semifinals get going 

THE SHOWDOWN OF CHAMPIONS IN THE SJC 8-COCK INTERNATIONAL DERBY 
resumes at4 p.m. today with the semifinal round at the San Juan Coliseum. A crowd 
ors attended Monday night's opening round of the P5-million event 
featuring 96 foreign and local cockers and with Sagupaan Complexor 3000 as spon- 
sor. Boy Marzo and Japanese partner Kabu Taniguchi, fielding five entries, lead the 
Qualifiers with seven wins, two draws and one loss. Others who made it to the semi- 
finals with two wins each were 2007 World Slasher Cup champ Charlie Hao, Mayor 
Buddy Dunca and Emitte San Juan of California, Rio Salceda of Bicol, Bobby Yulo, 
Arman Santos, Rep. Gerry “Boy” Espina, Louie Cua, Mayor Eddie Alarilla, Mario Gar- 
да, Sandy Sur and Edwin Yap, M. Brilantes and derby host Rodolfo Pineda. 


‘Battle of Big Boys’ 7-cocker in Pasay Saturday 
ARARE7-COCK, ONE-DAY DERBY DUBBED THE "BATTLE OF THE BIG BOYS" TAKES 
center sage at the Pasay Слу Cockpit this Saturday with the backing of Sagupaan Complex- 
от 3000. Entry fee is P220,000, according to National Cockers Association stalwarts Jun 
Santiago, Gov. По Ynares and Patrick Antonio. Meanwhile, the venues “Fastest Win One- 
Cock Ulutan" kicks off at 11 am. today with 50 fights on tap. Hosted by Е. Alcantara, the 
event dangles a guaranteed prize of P100.000 for an entry fee of P1,100, said pit managers 
Eric dela Rosa and Butchoy Otano. For inquiries, call 43-1890, 843-1746 or 816-6750. 


of 8.000 spect 


final nail on 
BAP’s coffin 


the SMC-Team Pilipinas as he pointed out that 
majority of the players are foreign-bred. 
No personality 

In is reply, Baumann said the BAP also has no 
right to use the logo of the Fiba on the ВАР} let- 
terhead. He reiterated that the BAR which was 
embroiled ina bitter war for legitimacy as basket- 
balls national federation, no longer has any per- 
sonality inthe international scene. 

“Based on your information on the hosting of 
the Asian University Basketball Championship 
by BAB the activities of the BAP can only be of 
domestic in nature and only if approved by the 
new federation,” Baumann told Go. 

Baumann said the AUBC, which elected Gra- 
ham Lim recently as secretary general, is not rec- 
ognized by the Intemational University Sports 
Federation or by the Asian University Sports Fed- 
eration, two organizations aligned with the Fiba, 

“Please note that this organization (AUBC) is 
not recognized by the TUSF or the AUSE which 
may create problems for Fiba,” said Baumann. 

“Mr Lim's position in such organization may 
also be incompatible with his appointment to the 
Fiba Commission as per the agreement reached 
in Bangkok," he added. 

Baumann also told Go to refer his complaint to 
Pangilinan while asking Philippine Olympic 
Committee president Jose “Peping” Cojuangco Jr 
to help Pangilinan administratively, particularly 


oe 
COCA-COLA import Rashad Bell (left) freezes Beermer 


e5 


Beermen start seri 


UNLIKE IN ANY OTHER SERIES 
which gets better in every installment, 
"Sister Act 4" will be for a lot less. 

Barangay Ginebra and San Miguel 
Beer clash today in another playoff se- 
Ties that is expected to be a classic—but. 
one that will ultimately boil down to 
survival and nothing el 

The Gin Kings, the third seeds, and 
the No. 6 Beermen take the Araneta 
Coliseum floor at 7:20 tonight to open 
their PBA Fiesta Cup quarterfinal series. 

Both have figured in three previous 
series, the last coming at the start of he 
season with the Kings, bannered by 
guards Mark Caguioa and Jay-Jay Hel- 
terbrand, winning the Philippine Cup in 
seven games. 

This series will just be over in three. 
games, and it is expected to go that far 
with no team really enjoying an edge, 
especially after the Beermen bulked up 


PIQC tossers rip Grace Christian, stay unscathe 


PHILIPPINE INSTITUTE OF QUEZON CITY 
(PIOC) whipped Grace Christian School, 
25-13, 25-20, Sunday for its fourth straight. 
‘win in Bracket C of the Shakey's Giris Vol- 
leyball League at the Blue Eagle Gym. 

Lanky Joanne Sy scored 14 kils and 
combined for 34 points with Arzebelle Ong 
and Shirley Zhang in powering PIC, 


HA 
ЖЕ 
el 
| with the addition of Enrico Villa 

But San Miguel Beer coach $! 
quingcen, who orchestrated a c 
a comeback over Coca-Cola оп 
to get this far, is talking like his Bf 
are the complete underdogs. 

"They (Kings) have talent 
experience," Tanquingcen sai 
Short series like this, we have 1 
ош strong. This will be very to] 
cause Ginebra is such a tough te 

Tanquingcen used to han: 
Kings before Jong Шк 
coached the Beermen to sever. 
тоо over ar the sat the seas 

“There will only be minor 

ments on our part,” said Uichid 
has the best import in the lot 
Nealy. “Our spirit will pull us thr 

The other quarterfinal рай 

Air21 and Talk N Text at 4:35 p. 
Musong R. 


which wil face its biggest test yet с 
day against University of Santo Tor 
Hope Christian School survived! 
High, 24-26, 26-24, 25-21, Satur 
Emesto Rondon High School re 
crossover quarterfinal round by de! 
ing San Beda Alabang, 25-7, 25-20) 
‘Marion Bernardino, Co} 
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By Musong R. Castillo. 


KELLY WILLIAMS IS ON VACATION, 
notinhiding — ' 

The hands-down choice to be the. 
PBAS Rookie of the Year is in the Unit- 
ed States and denied he was running 
away from his commitment to play 
for the Philippines. 

Williams said he was merely taking 
a breather from what had been a long 
professional season. 

“I just want to take couple of weeks 


the PBA),” Williams said in a short 
overseas call. “Afterwards, Il be back 
and hopefully they would still consid- 
ermefor the national team." 

Sta. Lucia Realty team manager 
Buddy Encarnado echoed his ward's 
statement, clarifying reports that the 
prolific 6-foot-7 Filipino-American 
had turned his back on his obligations 
to flag and country. 

“Kelly just wants a two-week rest 
(in the United States), after which, 
he'll be glad to join the RP Team,” En- 
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matter to commissioner Noli Eala 
even before the team left for Bel- 
grade. 

“Kelly’s not turning his back on the 
RP Team.” 

Together with George Mason Uni- 
versity point guard Gabe Norwood, 
Williams was a late addition to the RP 
Team roster. They were named two 
weeks ago to boost the RP aquad that 
is eyeing to book a ticket to the Bei- 
jing Olympics through the Olympic 
qualifier, Fiba-Aisa men's basketball 


Williams still willing to play for RP quintet 


“He (Williams) has been the 
‘workhorse of the team and he must 
really be tired,” Encarnado said. 
“That's why he asked for this rest.” 

The RP Team, meanwhile, left for 
Belgrade on Sunday to attend anoth- 
ег camp to prepare for the Fiba-Asia 
tournament slated to startin less than 
seven weeks in Tokushima, Japan. 

Meanwhile, Eala said he will pro- 
pose to the board that a team of Fil- 
‘Ams seeing action in the US NCAA be 
invited over to practice with the RP 
Team. 


camado told scribes. “I relayed the championship, next month. 


FOVET 


WILLIAMS: Vacationing in US 


off since it had been a long season (in 


Tigresses, Lady Eagles 
reach V-League s’finals 


By Romina S. Austria ue 7] Ione loss inflicted by the Lady Pirates on 
T STANDINGS W Li мау24 by scores of 25-22, 25-21, 25-22. 

SANTOTOMASBLASTED FAREASTERN 880 $ J| “Ateneo needed ro win ust one setto 

to enter thesemifinals while Ateneo relied О make the semifinals and guest Thai player 

‘ona better quotient to also advance de- т 4 3! kanchana Jindarat made sure the Lady Ea- 

spite losing its final elimination game to Ае 3 {| gtesdidjustthat 

San Sebastian yesterday in the Shakey's V- trio 3 4!) Kanchana often caught the Lady Stags 

League women'swolleyball tournamentat SE 2 5 offguard with risp crosscourt шее 

| 5 EE лили 

Tamaraws, 25-10, 26-24, 25-19, and NE T Ateneo and Adamson University shared 

claimed the third semifinal seat. (The Arena, San Juan) һе rung under Santo Tomas with 3-4 
‘The Lady Stags, meanwhile, surviveda !P/- EUN? — slates— and mirrored each other's won-set 

tight fourth set on the way to a 23-25, 25- (тет зеи) record of 15—but the Lady Eagles had 

16, 25-18, 33-31 beating of the Lady Ea- Эрл Заа fewer Jost sers, 16-17, to secure fourth slot 


Adamson and La Salle, which also end- 
ed the eliminations at 3-4 but tallied only 
12sets won, will dispute the fifth and last semifinal 
seat tomorrow. 

Ateneo was determined to send the game into a de- 
ciding fifth set when it went up, 20-14, but San Sebas- 
tian managed to tie at 22-all. It was a see-saw battle 
from thereon until guest player Jaroensri Bualee ended 
the match in the Lady Stags’ favor with two consecutive 
spikes which were too strong for Ateneo to return. 


gles and nailed the top spot at the end of 
the elimination phase. 

Veterans Mary Jean Balse and Venus Bernal com- 
bined for 36 points to hand the Tigresses a 4-3 slate, a 
full game ahead of the Lady Eagles going into the carry- 
over semifinal round which starts this Sunday. 

No Far Eastern player managed to turn in a double- 
figure performance as itbowed out the tournament. 
with a 2-5 record. 

San Sebastian shared the top with Lyceum at 6-1, its 


GAME officials move away from the path of Ma. Carmina Denise Acevedo 
as she keeps the Ateneo play alive during yesterday's game. AUGUST DRM CUZ 


Lions, Archers 
dispute Filoil 
crown today 


| Dorian Peña and Olsen 
Bunday's game. sucus pnaciuz 


Sevillano shares 2nd with Korchnoi, 4 others 


who held material advantage. 
As a gesture of sportsmanship, Sevillano of- 
fered the draw even when Akobian had only 
four seconds left before his lag fell. 
“it should have been a draw, but I thought it 
was nice to offer him the draw, Sevillano said. 


РӘ 


ека. 
ot Tan 


LAS VEGAS—FILIPINO INTERNATIONAL 
Master Enrico Sevillano drew his last round 
match with Grandmaster Varuzhan Akobian to 
tie for second spot with two-time world cham- 
pionship challenger Viktor Korehnoi and four 


because I managed to Че а living legend (Swiss 
GM Korchnoi) in second place,” Sevillano told 
Chess Asia magazine in Filipino 

‘American GM Hikaru Nakamura, who drew 
with Sevillano in the fourth round, topped the 


jassic of ^ others in the National Open tournament here... tournament with 5.5 points. THE NCAA'S CHAM- 
|sunday Fresh off his victory in the recent Memorial Over 700 players, including 102in the Open BS. Sevillano's achievement included wins pion squad bandes ‘GAMES TODAY 
ermen Фау Classic in Los Angeles, Sevillano pooled section, vied in the National Open, main event against GM Sergey Erenburg, IM David Vigori- Wharcoudbetheses. (™heArena, San tuan) 
five points and shared runner-up honors with- ofthe Las Vegas Intemational Chess Festival. to, Fide Master Tom Brownscombe and Nation- son's strongest UAAP 1pm.—NUvs UE 
Korchnoi, GM Gregory Serper, IMs Andranik  Thedraw with Akobian сатеабегбб moves al Master David Flipovich. team in the champi- erani pico) 
Matikozyan, Renier Gonzalez and Joshua of a Modem Benoni Defense Sevillano, han- Sevillano, originally from Cebu City but now onship tiftoday гие 3Pm--Sandeta 
Friedel in the six-round Swiss system event. dling the black pieces, defended tenaciouslyin а resident of Tehachapi, California, won the Filoil-Flying V Pre-Sea- Eu € ki 
олени 


Asian Junior championship in 1986. Chess Asia. SEVILLANO son Invitational Cupat 
Тре Arena in San Juan, 

The San Beda Red Lions, though, are expected. 
to have their hands full against a La Salle crew 
keen on making it back strong in the UAAP wars 
after completing a one-year suspension. 

The winner-take-all match starts at 3 pam. 
ter the 1 p.m. battle for third place between Na- 
tional University and University ofthe East. 

“The Green Archers, who were stripped of their 
2005 UAAP cage title for fielding ineligible play- 
ers, hurdled the NU Bulldogs in Monday's semih- 
nal, 86-78, to make it to the title game. 

‘The Lions, meanwhile, needed extra time to 
deal UE its only loss in eight games, 96-92. 

a Salle is again expected to rely on JV Casio, 
who scored a game-high 26 points against NU, 
and on Pocholo Villanueva, Tyrone Tang, James 
‘Mangahas and Rico Maeirhofler. 

Sam Ekwe, who is averaging 14.5 points and 
16 rebounds, Pong Escobal, Ogie Menor, Yousif 
Aljamal and Gabby Lanete will be the men to 
watch for the Lions. Romina S. Austria 


“This is a big personal achievement for me а difficult middle game against the American, 


NAT'L CRITERIUM PRIX 


Tour king Espiritu draws first blood 


Sembrano third. 

"We could not have asked for a better 
start to the National Criterium Grand 
Prix with Victor’ victory" said project 
events director Ric Rodriguez. “But this 
does not mean an all-Espiritu show all 
the way” 

The grand prix has nine more legs. 
The next leg will be held at Rockwell in 
Makati City on July 1 

“The top five finishers in all categories 
will advance to the National Criterium 
Grand Prix finals on Nov. 25 around the 
SM Mall of Asia in Pasay City 
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NEWLY CROWNED PADYAK PINOY 
champion Victor Espiritu used his cy- 
cling smarts Sunday to rule the Elite 
Pro division of the opening leg of Na- 
| 3 tional Criterium Grand Prix at the 
4 Eastwood Complex in Libis, Quezon 
1 Satur- ciy. 

pa Biding his time in the early stages, Es- 
ust piritu made his move in the last laps to 
5 nip fellow veteran Warren Davadilla in 
снов the races co-sponsored by Hitachi and 

noish- Centrum Complete multivitamins. 
"You needed a good strategy because 
the course was so tight,” the 31-year-old 


Armyman said in Filipino. 

March Aleanor checked in third, El- 
mo Ramos took fourth and Irish Valen- 
zuela finished fifth in the race around 
the 1.2-km circuit inside the plush com- 
mercial and residential complex. 

Ruel Grendano won the combined 
Executive and Masters Race, beating 
businessman Alex Billan by half a bike- 
length. 

Roberto Flores stamped his class in 
the Elite Non-Pro class, with Tots 
Sonido, who also won special sprint 


74 ‘event, settling for second place and Dan 


е Best Selling Carin the World's Automotive History.” 
Froth iis debut: 1966, this model;has sold over 30 million:units worldwide 
1 [NOW it’s even easier to own one.” 
à D ERN gene 
096 Interest 
“Up to P70,000. TOYOTA SAVINGS PLUS for the Altis S. ` 
E zb Up to P50;000 Toyota Savings Plus for the ALTIS G, Е, and J. : : Р 
“The Тоусіа Savings Plus can be used for accessories, chattel mortgage, LTO registration, discounts or TFS Financing Packages. 


"AS low as P72,300" down payment or P6,579” monthly payment. 


$^ TOYOTA 
[nosci sennces] 


< From The Toyota Way, Jefirey К. Liker, 2004 and 
Guiness World Records; 2008 edition. 

* For specific financing terms only. 
‘Valid if down payment. and monthly amortization 
is paid in fol and subject to TFS approval. 
‘Applicable for 10% downpayment on Altis J. 
“Applicable for,50% downpayment on Altis J. 
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EVEN the actor’s daughters, Queenie (left) and Kylie, are into the sport. 
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Bad Boy’ lectures on patriotism 
through Thai martial art 


By June Navarro 


UNLIKE HIS FELLOW ACTORS, 
Robin Padilla feels there are other 
ways to restore national pride than 
joining the complicated world of pol 
ities. 

And the "Bad Boy” of Philippine 
movies lists muay thal on top of them. 

*1 fellin love with the sport (muay) 
because I sawit as a vehicle to preserve 
ош culture, which is now being taken 
for granted because of too much poli- 
tics” said Padilla in Filipino. 

He couldn't have picked a better 
sport to preach patriotism with. 

Muay, an indigenous Thai discipline, 
is one way Thailand protects its culture 


from the illeffects of western influence. 


“Ts something we dont have,” said 
Padilla, chair of Muay Philippines, the 
organization tasked to propagate the 
discipline in the country. 

“feel thatif we use muay asa tool, 
we could replicate the love of the Thais 
for their country" he added. 

Muay Thai was institutionalized to 
pay respects to Thailand's national 
hero, Nay Kanumtom, who fended off 


western influence through 
combat and discipline. 

“He (Kanumtom) is 
similar to our Andres 
Bonifacio," said Padilla. 
“But while Thais have 
high regard for Kanum- 
tom, we look at Bonifacio 
only asa historical figure." 

Padilla will find it tough 
trying to convince almost. 
80 million Filipinos to em- 
brace his crusade for patri- 
ойт but the actor believes that it could 
be done through muay. 

But since great causes star from. 
small beginnings, Padilla and Muay 
Phil. president Robert Valdez have been 
working hand-in-hand to lure children 
first into the sport. 

“The two want to teach them the ba- 
sic tenets of patriotism in the same 
‘manner the Thais inculcate a love for 
country within their young through the 
sport 

Padilla, who has been using the art of 
muay in his television soap Asian Trea- 
sures,” even encouraged his own chil- 
dren and relatives to advertise and 


ж 


PADILLA 


preach the ideals of the 
sport, which is slowly 
creeping its way into the 
Asian consciousness. 
Padilla's daughters 
Queenie, 15, and Kylie, 
14, together with his 
brother Royette'sson, 
Kevin, 15, compete in var- 
ious muay tournaments 
locally and in Thailand. 
Muay is a full-contact 
sport where hand combat 
and weapons count as disciplines. Itis 
like boxing, with no restrictions. 

Prior to every match, the fighters 
perform a three-minute ritual praising 
their national heroes to high heavens 
for their country's freedom. 

When the referee signals the start of 
the competition, all hell breaks loose 
with each athlete fighting as ifthe 
sovereignty oftheir country is at stake 

“If only all of us could understand 
nationalism the way muay fighters do, 
‘we could preserve our culture and iden- 
tity" said Padilla, who believes the sport 


isa better altemative fora country tom 
by too much politics. 


avs search for answer 


CLEVELAND—THE COMEBACKS OC- 
cur too late for many of their young 
fans to see, and certainly too late to 
do much good against the San Anto- 
nio Spurs. 

Once the fourth quarter rolls around, 
the Cleveland Cavaliers begin playing 
NBA finals worthy basketball 

IF their goal is to make the game close 
оп the scoreboard, that might be good 
enough. If they want to be competitive on 
the court, they'd better get started much 
sooner. 

"We have to find a way to pick up our 
intensity and сапу on what happened in 
the fourth quarter into the rest of the 
game,” Cavaliers guard LeBron James 
said. 

The Cavaliers traveled home Monday 
and were set to host an МВА finals game 
for the first time Tuesday night. They left 
San Antonio with a 2-0 deficit, but maybe 
with a bit of momentum after thoroughly 
outplaying the Spurs in the final quarter of 
Game 2. 

Cleveland outscored San Antonio 30- 
14, briefly cutting what had been a 29- 
point deficit into single digits. But by then, 
the Cavs would have needed the greatest 
comeback in finals history to pull out the 
victory. 

So what did those 12 minutes mean? 

“Really nothing,” center Zydrunas I- 
gauskas said. “I think they took their foot 
off the gas pedal a lite bit. Too little, too 
late. 

"Obviously we'll look at it, see what 
good things we did and stuff, but I don't 
know. We're down 30 points so 1 just .. 
something went our way eventually but it 
was just, like I sid, too late." 

By the time the fourth quarter arrived, 
the trio of Tony Parker, Tim Duncan and 
Manu Ginobili had outscored Cleveland 
68-62. In Game 1, the Cavs trailed 64-49 


RP squads begin hunt for World Series slots 


‘THREE LOCAL TEAMS KICK OFF THEIR BIDS TO BOOK TICKETS TO THE WORLD SERIES OF THEIR RE- 
spective divisions when the 2007 Asia Pacific Giris Softball Championships kicks off today with a three-game 


LEBRON James and the Cav: 


through three quarters, with the Spurs’ 
Big Three matching the Cavs’ total at that 
point 

James has said throughout these play- 
offs that if his teammates keep it close, 
hell by to win it for them in the end. But 
with the deficits the Cavs have been fac- 
ing, that’s too much for James or anybody 
else to accomplish. 

By then, Cleveland is playing just to 
avoid further embarrassment. 


schedule at the Rosario Sports Complex in Pasig City 


“The international Little League of Manila (ILLAM) squad tests the mettle of Guam at 8 a.m. in the first of their 
best-of-three series for the Major League (11-12) division, while Bacolod City battles another Guam squad in 


the Junior League (13-14) catagory, also at the start of their own race-to-two encounter at 10 a.m. 


‘A Seniors League (14-16) duel between Laguna and China at p.m. completes the schedule. Guam, like the 


Philipines, is fielding a team in the Seniors League division. 
A brief opening ceremony to be presided over by Asia Pacific LLB regional director B. H. Chow will precede 


the games. Also invited to the opening rites are Gov. Tomas Joson 1, Litle League-Philippines chair and Pasig 
Mayor Vicente Eusebio and Asaphil sec gen Danny Francisco, who will represent president Jean Henri Шшйег. 


үг 
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CHAMPS: Members of class “B2 whoop it up after topping the 2nd Malcolm Challenge golf 
tournament recently at Wack Wack Golf and Country Club, The tournament was a kickoff 


‘event for the forthcoming 2007 UP Law Alumni 


Class 82 Foundation, Inc. is hosting. 


jomecoming celebration which the UP Law 


з will try to find a way out of a 0-2 deficit. 


“I think the fourth quarter we just real- 
ize thatiťs a pride thing then and we dont 
want to get blown out,” James said. 
“We're here for a reason and it becomes a 
pride thing in the fourth quarter when 
you're down so many points.” 

The Cavs are averaging 28.5 points and. 
shooting 57.5 percent in the fourth quar- 
ters of the finals. Those are impressive 
numbers against any team, especially one 
that defends as well as the Spurs. 


plonship in Urbana, Ilinois. 


The 13-year-old Ardina, who has 
racked up three regional victories in 
the past two months, strung up 
nines of 36-35 at the par-72 Stone 
Greek Golf Club to gain a share of 
fourth place at the start of the 36- 


hole eliminations. 


‘The top 64 players will advance 
to the match play phase of the 
event, also known as the Women's 


Westem Open. 


Tanpinco went out with a 35 but 
wavered a bit coming home as she 
‘wound up with a one-over card for 


joint 12th 


"Three other members of the Ісі 
team stayed within the cutoff score 
with Bambee de la Paz carding а 74 


палав 


But as well as they've played in the 
fourth, the closest the Cavs have been in 
that period was eight points--still a long 
way from making a victory seem possible. 

Still, they kept competing, which was 
perhaps the best thing that could be said 
for their time in San Antonio. 

“They didn’t quit in Game 1, they didn't 
quite tonight,” Cavs coach Mike Brown 
said, “We're not nit for any moral victories 
Bottom line is we lost the ballgame.” АР 


Ardina, Tanpinco 
on target for berths 
in US Nat'l Am tilt 


DOTTIE ARDINA SHOT A ONE- 
under-par 71 while Anya Tanpinco 
carded а 73 Monday in what ар- 
peared to be a solid start by the Fil- 
ipino bets in the qualifying round of 
the 107th National Amateur Cham- 


fora share of 17th, Cyna Rodriguez 
shooting a 75 for a share of 24th and 
Mia Piccio firing a 76 for joint 34th. 

Lauren Mielbrecht of Florida 
turned in the days low round of 68. 
to pace the 156-player field while 
Julia Potter of Indiana shot a 69 for 
a share of second with Sara Brown. 

Joining Ardina in fourth are Jean 
Reynolds of Georgia and Mallory 
Blackwelder of Kentucky. 

‘Over in Malaysia, Chihiro Ikeda, 
winner of the Jakarta Junior World 
Golf Championship crown two 
weeks ago, groped for form as she 
carded an 81 for a share of ninth 
place with compatriot Louise Mana- 
Jo at the start of the Selangor Ladies 
‘Amateur Open at the Kelab Golf 
Club in Subang, Malaysia 

Southeast Asian Games veteran 
Dayanitha of Malaysia and compa- 
triot Erika Tobuse shared the lead 
with 76s, two shots ahead of Dianne 
Luke and Irene Hong. 


Ex-RP star 
Garcia, 

Robles top 
PBC Open 


FORMER NATIONAL TEAM MAINSTAY DEL 
Garcia and Mila Robles split the men's and 
ladies senior masters titles yesterday in the 
36th PBC-Boysen International Open Tenpin 
Bowling Championships at the SM Mall of 
Asia Bowling Center. 

Running fourth going into the 10th and final 
game, Garcia, a 1987 Jakarta Southeast Asian 
Games gold medalist, closed out with a rousing 
278 to post the come-from-behind victory with a 
2,109 aggregate and bag the P25,000 top pot. 

Ed Bermudez, who was leading the field en- 
tering the last game, could only muster a 170 
and slumped to second place, worth P12,000. 
‘Tony Ayson was just one pin behind at 2,037 and 
took home P6,000. 

Robles, mother of national pool bowler Steve 
Robles, wound up with a total output of 1,979 to 
capture the ladies’ masters championship and 
P15,000 in the event sponsored by Boysen, 
Amway, Philippine Sports Commission and the 
Department of Tourism. 

MBA-Prima-Timberpros Bong Coo, the 
younger sister of Garcia, nearly made ita sibling 
affair in the division but could not overcome a 
dismal start and placed second behind Robles 
with a 1,881 score to earn P8,000. 

Baby David had a 10-game series of 1,864 and 
took third spot plus P4,000. 

Two days after they arrived, the foreign 
bowlers still had to make their presence felt as 
they tried to figure out the lane conditions of the 
multimillion-peso venue inside the country’s 
biggest shopping complex. 

"The only notable showing late Monday came 
from the tandem of Malaysia's Zatil Iman and 
Korean Kim Eun Jeung, who combined for an 
826 and was now running third in ladies" Open 
doubles contest. 

They trailed the duo of RP pool teammates 
Liza del Rosario and Holly Josef (868) by 42 pins 
and the second-placed team of TBAM-Prima's 
Alexis Sy and Marjo Reyes (838) by 12. 


BY TOP CHOICE 


Race 1—(Tri)—Battle Plan (2), Sunday Street (3), 
Malihin (4) 

Race 2—(Arl/Tri)—Olive Оу (5), Power Negotiator 
(4), Princess Adarna (6), Best Strike (7) 

Race 3—(Ori/Tri) Gutsy (5), El Cid (3), Collective 
Dreams (4), Gelay's Charm (1) 

Race 4—(üri/Iri)— Kim Possible/La Signorina (5), 
Manila's Style (3), Freedom (6), Speed Attrac- 
tion (2) 

Race 5--(Ponta/QrVTH)--Silver Cho Cho (8), Hurry 
Prince (4), Kawilwili (9), Top Quest (3), Angel 
Eyes (7) 

Race 6—(üri/Tr) Macedonian (5), Kapuso (6), 
Cirque Du Soleil (8), Deep Rising (1) 

Race 7—{Penta/QrvTri}—Soarab (4), Golden 
Lance (3), Classic Royale (6), One Vision (1), 
Sheza Winner (2) 

Race 8--(Super БИЛИ) Стат City (9), 
Friendly Venture (3), Kryptonite (2), Apple 
Splash (8), Time Deposit (4), June Siete (7) 
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Gov't debt rises to P3.93T in end-March 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S DEBT HIT P3.93 TRIL- 
lion as of end-March this year, rising by 0.9 percent from 
the P3.897 trillion in end-February as the government 
continued to borrow to finance expenditures that could 
not be covered by its revenue collection. 


The latest debt figure, if divided ipinos this year, would mean that each 
among the estimated 88.7 million Fil- would have a share of P44,318 in the 


national government's liabilities. 

Fiscal authorities said the govern- 
ments debt would continue to rise as 
long as it has a budget deficit, which 
forces it to continue borrowing to help 
fund projects and programs. 

Borrowings are also used to pay off 
debis that are about to mature. 

The government borrows through 
the auction of treasury bills and bonds 
in the local market and by floating 
sovereign bonds in the international 


market. It also borrows in the form of 
official development assistance (ODA), 
which are concessional in nature as the 
rates are cheaper than those offered 
commercially. 

The Bureau of the Treasury yesterday 
reported that of the latest debt figure, 
P1.75 trillion were foreign-denominat- 
ed debts and the bigger share of P2.18 
trillion were accounted for by local obli- 
gations. 
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There are more than 800 places where 
you can get your new car at lower monthly payments. 


Just go straight to any BPI, BPI Family Savings B 
or Express Banking Center and pay less every month. 


ank branch 


Want a new car at less cost? Then apply for a Drive Your Dream Auto Loan at any BPI, ВР! Family Savings Bank Branch or Express Banking Center 
and discover for yourself how affordable your monthly payments can be. Pay only P1,994* for every P100,000 loan amount for 72 months. 


To top it off, you even get a FREE Emergency Car Care Package from the Ibero Asistencia Group. 


For more information, call Auto Loans Direct Marketing at 845-6777 or text 
AUTO<space>GD<space>name<space>your landline number<space>city or province and send it to 
0917-89-10000 or 0918-89-10000. Or call 89-100, log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 
or visit any BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 
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BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Get started on tomorrow. 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


ТНЕ GOVERNMENT REJECTED ALL 
bids for the four-year treasury bonds 
yesterday, saying the increase in in- 
terest rate sought by banks was un- 
reasonably high. 

There was still appetite for the gov- 
ernment securities as shown by the 
P10.38 billion worth of bids. This was 
higher than the government's debtof- 
fering of only P6 billion. 


Bureau of the Treasury officer-in- issued, 


et 


Charge Roberto Tan told reporters 
that the committee was willing to al- 
low an increase in interest rate so 
longas it would be aligned with rates 
in the secondary market. 

Had the government accepted the 
bids for the bonds, the rate could 
have increased to as high as 6.749 
percent. This would have been 33.7 
basis points higher than the 6.412 
percent recorded in April last year, 
the last time the four-year bonds were 
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Gov't rejects high bids 
for treasury bonds 


but we don’t h 


day. 


‘Tan said that rejecting the bids 
would not put the government's cash 
position in danger of falling short of 
expenditure requirements. 

“The market is volatile right now, 


ave to worry about that 


because we have a good cash posi- 
tion,” Tan said in a briefing after the 
auction held at the Treasury yester- 


"Tan said market volatility might be 
duetoassumptions that the US Feder- 


al Reserve might increase interest 


(original Price: 
P 16,000 
Promo Price: 


(Utech-B3 
| пасте понра Dev 
E ` 
Wan DIR tote 
ый 


[(CCTI POS 


eee aet tas unde УД навд. 


Ere es fu 
Tesi cones Ua AE am 
ELIO M 
bar Kaman 


Mot: Hmm ctim e 


12^ CORPORATE 
FINANCE SEMINAR 
SERIES 


13^ FINANCIAL 
ANALYST SEMINAR 


July 7,1 


I Guard Tour 
|| Patrol System 


KA 


For nauis Contact Us At, 
Brat 


Fundamental Concepts in Financial 
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The increasing complexity of the current 
environment puts pressure on the analyst to acquire the 
tools for improved financial analysis 


methods and economic principle: 


This begins with 


d п 


fina wgerial accounting, 


The three-day seminar includes the following topics: 


v Basic principles underlying financial statements and 


CENTER FOR 


the rules that govem financial reporting 


V Cost analysis for product, operating and investment 


U.P, College of Business Sees 


Administration 
Diliman, Quezon City 


V Quantitative techniques for financial analysis 


v Macroeconomic variables and their impact on 


financial forecasting 


For inquiries, please contact the DCF Program Secretariat at 920-8025; 
338-4572 to 76 local 2156; 922-0544 (lax); def.cba@up.edu.ph 
vail of our early bird and group discounts 
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rates and because of 
the special deposito- 
ry account (SDA) 
now made available 
by the Bankgo Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas to 
trust departments of 
banks and to state- 
owned firms. 

Effective May 10, 
trust departments of 
banks have been al- 
lowed by the BSP to 
deposit directly with 
the central bank. 
Government-owned 
and -controlled cor- 
porations (GOCCs) 
were likewise en- 
couraged to deposit 
with the BSP to take 
advantage of the spe- 
cial interest rate of- 
fered to them. 

The interest rate 
offered by the BSP 
has a premium over 
treasury bills and 
bonds of comparable 
tenors. 

Tan said the move 
of the BSP provided 
trust departments of 
banks and GOCCs an 
alternative invest- 
ment outlet as risk- 
free as government 
securities. 
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The First House 


LAST WEEK, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
tives celebrated its 100 years of existence. It 
was a major milestone in our history. Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo delivered a rousing, 
well-televised speech at the Batasan Pam- 
bansa, But the public hardly noticed the осса- 
sion. 

What a pity. The first House of Representa- 
tives was called the Legislative Assembly, а 
unicameral lawmaking body Setting it up 
was truly an earth-shaking event. It was the 
very first legislature in the entire colonized 
world. In fact, there are some countries in the 
First World today that cannot boast of a legis- 
Jature a century old. 

We can say alot of things against our Amer- 
ican colonizers. But, we have to admit that, 
almost from the very beginning, they taught 
us the rudiments of American-style democra- 
cy. This tutelage lasted for almost half a cen- 
tury. 

The Spaniards, Portuguese, British and 
Dutch never allowed the poor natives in their 
colonies to set up lawmaking bodies. So, 
these colonial powers around us were 
shocked that the crazy Americans (the upstart 
of the colonial powers) were giving their ig- 
norant and uneducated wards the power to 
pass their own laws. 

Elections were announced on March 28 
and held July 30, 1907. There were two раг- 
ties, The first was the Progresista (formerly 
Federalista). The second was the Nacional- 
ista. 

This was the first and only election in our 
history where the two major contending par- 
ties had distinctly different ideologies. The 
Nacionalistas were for independence. The 
Progresistas/Federalistas were for statehood. 
Азап omen of things to come, there were also 
some “independents.” 

A total of 98,251 votes were cast through- 
ош the archipelago. The number is small, but 
itaccounted for more than 90 percent of eligi- 
ble voters. From the beginning, high voter 
turnout has been a major characteristic of our 
elections. 

"The votes represented less than 2 percent 
of the population, but the Assembly was con- 
sidered representative. 

‘The American colonial government ran the 
elections. There was no Comelec, no poll 
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defaulted. 


‘Meantime, the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue said it achieved an 
increase in its tax collections in 
2006 of 20 percent over that of 
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The foreign debt component 
was up 1.3 percent from the 1.73 
trillion in end-February. Domestic. 
debts as of end-March were 0.6- 
percent higher than the P2.16 


that contingent liabilities of the 
P557.2 billion as of March, or 0.7- 
percent lower than the P561.4 
amount of outstanding liabilities 


of government-owned and -con- 


and government financial institu- 


QUESTIONS 
OF POLICIES 


watchers, no Namfrel, no PPCRV, no failures 
of elections, по cheating, no electoral 
protests, no killings, no dagdag-bawas, and no 
party-list parties. In short, the elections were 
absolutely and totally boring. 

The Federalista party was in the field much 
earlier. It had helped the American colonizers 
in the pacification campaign from 1900 on- 
ward, and was headed by highly educated 
(mostly in Europe) wealthy ilustrados, the 
wealthy elite. 

Тре Nacionalista party won an over- 
whelming victory, taking 58 of 74 seats in the. 
Assembly. Of the Nacionalistas elected were. 
Sergio Osmefia of Cebu (who became the 
Speaker), Manuel Quezon of Tayabas, Pablo 
Ocampo of Manila, and Jaime de Veyra of 
Leyte. Of the victorious Progresista candi- 
dates, the most prominent was Vicente 
Singson Encarnacion of Ilocos Sur, who later 
became the chair of Insular Life Assurance 
Co. Ltd., organized as the first Filipino life in- 
surance company in 1910. 

The victory of the Nacionalistas also 
marked a turning point in our history. Before 
1907, politics was dominated by the ilustra- 
dos, the wealthy and highly educated (mostly 
in Europe) elite. The Nacionalista leaders 
were not as highly educated, but were bold 
and aggressive—and crafty—in pushing for 
independence. They were to dominate the po- 
litical scene throughout the entire American 
colonial half-century, 

No matter what you may think of our pre- 
sent House of Representatives, you have to 
admit: one hundred years of existence is al- 
ways something to celebrate and crow 
about. 

(The main source ofthis column is the excel- 
lent book, The American Half-Century, Revised 
Edition, by Lewis E. Gleek Jr, New Day Publish- 
ers, 11 Lands Street, VASRA, Quezon City, Tel. 
928-8046 / 427-5982.) 


.93T in end-March 


2005, the highest increase since 
1997, according to Internal Rev- 
enue Commissioner Jose Mario 
Buhag, 

In his latest report to Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, Buhag 
said the BIR collected P652 bil- 
lion last year, exceeding its "real 
target" by P30 billion. Addition- 
al collections from 2005 totaled 
more than P114 billion, he 
added. 

Bufiag explained that while the 
budgetary goal for 2006 was 
P675.4 billion, P26 billon were 
foregone or could not be realized 
because actual interest rate and 
inflation rate were lower than 
forecast. 

At the same time, he said, the 
budget misallocated P27 billion 
to the BIR, which should have 
been assigned as a target of the 
Bureau of Customs, As such, the 
*real target" of the BIR was 
P622 billion. As actual collec- 
tion totaled P652 billion, there 
was an excess in 2006 over that 
of the previous year by P30 bil- 
lion. 
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Japanese 
firm eyes 
biofuel 
facilities 
in Leyte 


By Ven Labro 
Inquirer Visayas 


TACLOBAN: CITY—A 
Japanese company 
plans to set up in 
Leyte a S100-milion 
bioethanol plantand a 
$50-million biodiesel 
plant. 

‘According to. the 
foreign firm, Leyte 
has the potential to 
provide a steady sup- 
ply of raw biofuel 
materials. 

Leyte Vice Gov. 
Mimiette Bagulaya 
said representatives 
of Cosmo Oil Co. Ltd. 
have presented to her 
the company's plan 
during a recent visit 
toher office. 

“They (Japanese 
company officials) 
told me they've been. 
to other parts of the 
country and that they 
found Leyte to be the 
place where their 
project would be fea- 
"sible," Bagulaya said, 

She added that the 
Japanese firm want- 
ed to link up with the 
provincial govern- 
ment, citing the сот. 
pany's need to source 
manpower and raw 
materials from sur- 
rounding plantation 
farms. 

Based on the pro- 
ject proposal, the 
$100-million ^ bio- 
ethanol plant would 
need 34,000 hectares 
for a cassava planta- 
tion, 36,000 ha for a 
sweet potato planta- 
tion, 76,000 ha for a 
yam plantation and 
40,000 ha for a sugar 
cane plantation. 

The $50-million 
biodiesel ^ project 
would require 
17,000 ha to be 
planted with oil palm 
and 61,000 ha for co- 
pra production. 

Cosmo Oil plans to 
sell its biofuel 
through refiners and 
wholesalers in the 
country. It would also 
export its products to 
Japan, Australia, Eu- 
торе and other coun- 
tries. 

Bagulaya said Cos- 
mo ОЙ representa- 
tives told her that 
Leyte's climate is ide- 
al for growing energy 
crops. 

“They also said 
that if Leyte will run 
short of plantation 
areas, they can ex- 
tend (their projects) 
up to Samar, proba- 
bly to Sta. Rita and 
Basey areas,” she 
said. 

Bagulaya said the 
company officials 
promised to retum 
soon so they could 
discuss the proposed 
project with Leyte 
Gov. Jericho Petilla, 
who was on official 
business outside the 
province. 

She said the pro- 
posed biofuel plants 
in Leyte would pro- 
vide job opportuni- 
ties to the people and 
help boost the local 
economy. 

Cosmo Oil Co. Led. 
isa big Japanese com- 
pany that is engaged 
in oil refining and 
sales, with head office 
located in Tokyo. 
Te was established 
in 1986 through the 
merger of Daikyo Oil 
: Со., Maruzen Oil Co. 
* and Cosmo Ой Co. 


By Abigail L. Ho 


STRONG GOVERNMENT 
support and the presence of a 
law on biofuels have turned 
the Philippines into one of 
the most attractive invest- 
ment sites for biofuels pro- 
jects, a global consultancy 
firm has said. 

Chris de Lavigne, global 
vice president at advisory 
firm Frost and Sullivan, said 
the Philippines was at the 
"forefront of the biofuels in- 
dustry" in the region, making 
it a good location for invest- 
ment dollars. 

“The Philippines” policies 
(on biofuels) are better than 
in other countries,” he said. 
“It also has a strong local 
market, what with the man- 
dated one-percent biodiesel 
blend." 

De Lavigne added that 
the "strong foresight and 
management" of the PNOC 
Alternative Fuels Corp. 
(PNOC-AFC), the Philip- 
pine National Oil Co. sub- 
sidiary devoted to advanc- 
ing biofuels use in the coun- 


try, was another plus factor. 

The presence of large 
parcels of idle land suitable 
for jatropha plantations, plus 
the appropriate climate and а 
good labor force, also helped 
placed the Philippines high 
on investors priority lists 
when it comes to possible off- 
shore biofuels investment 
sites. 

“(Bidfuels) have the po- 
tential to make a strong im- 
pact environmentally, eco- 
nomically and socially" De 
Lavigne said, adding that 
the use of alternative fuels 
will not only reduce the 
country's dependence on 
imported oil but it will also 
drastically cut down its 
greenhouse gas contribu- 
tion. 

PNOC-AFC expects to be 
the biggest cash cow of the 
PNOC in the nex: four years, 
due to the more than $2 bil- 
lion in investments that it 
has secured so far from in- 
vestors. 

In an earlier interview, 
PNOC-AFC chair Renato Ve- 
lasco said committed invest 
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Key factors converge to turn 
RP into ideal biofuels hub 


Investors cite strong policies, gov't support 


ments over the next three 
years alone already amount- 
ей to more than $2 billion, 
and this was only from two 
investors--51.3 billion from. 
British firm NRG Chemical 
Engineering Pre. Ltd. and $1 
billion from Tian Biogreen 
Energy Led. 

“Hopefully, in the next four 
years, we will be the biggest 
among PNOC's subsidiaries,” 
Velasco said. “The 52 billion 
in investments don't even in- 
clude our other tie-ups with 
Sumitomo Corp., Samsung 
Corp. and Headwaters Inc. 
We're very optimistic.” 

PNOC-AFC is also eyeing 
other income sources, partic- 
ularly the production of 
biodegradable plastics using 
waste materials from the рго- 
cessing of jatropha into 
biodiesel, he said. 

Some S70 million could al- 
so be generated from the sale 
of carbon credits, Velasco 
added. 

"We are producing the fuel 
of the future,” Velasco said. 
“There's no way to go but up 
for biofuels.” 


Concerns raised over Napocor's 
currency swap arrangement 


By Michelle V. Remo 


ECONOMIC PLANNING SEC- 
retary Romulo Neri has ques- 
tioned the prudence of the 
National Power Corp.'s move 
to enter into a currency swap 
arrangement with various 
banks. 

Neri, who is also a member 
of the Monetary Board of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP), said engaging in a c 
rency swap was not prudent, 
especially now that the peso 
is relatively gaining strength 
against the US dollar. 

State-owned Napocor has 
decided to enter into a cur- 
rency swap arrangement 
with banks, explaining that 
the move will help protect the. 


power firm from the ill effects 
of a possible depreciation of 
the peso in the future. 

А depreciation of the cur- 
rency could bloat Napocors 
long-term debts denominat- 
ed in dollars. 

Napocor said it needed to 
hedge its foreign denominat- 
ed debts to ensure it would be 
able to pay off liabilities no 
matter what happens to the 
peso in the future. 

A currency swap deal 
would prevent Napocor from 
struggling with bloated debts, 
which resulted from the de- 
preciation of the peso—some- 
thing Napocor had gone 
through sometime in the past. 

Napocor specifically wants 
to hedge $300 million of its 


long-term debts. Under the 
swap, selected banks will col- 
lectively give $300 million to 
Napocor by 2026, the year 
when $300 million of the 
power firm's total foreign lia- 
bilities will mature. 

in return, Napocor will 
give the banks a peso equiva- 
lent of the 5300 million. The 
peso amount will be based on 
the exchange rate at the date 
the parties formally entered 
into the deal. 

Following the recent ap- 
proval by the BSPs Monetary 
Board of Napocor’ plan to enter 
into a currency swap, the power 
firm is expected to ink the deal 
with the banks within the year. 

The Monetary Board, de- 
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In Batangas, Canada firm 
explores possible gold prospect 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


CANADIAN MINERAL EXPLORATION 
firm Mindoro Resources Ltd. announced 
it had initially identified a possible min- 
ing area in its Kay Tanda property in 
Batangas, which it believed could yield 
up toa million ounces of gold and 3.6 mil- 
lion ounces of silver. 

The Alberta-based company reported 
that it had received results of an initial es- 
timate for the area drilled last March, 
covering what is dubbed as the Archanger 
project. 

The company said that, based on the 
full resource estimate on the area, the ore 
yielded a grade of 0.76 to 0.80 grams of 
gold per ton and 2.4 to 2.8 g/t silver. The 
exploration target covered up to 40 mil- 
lion metric tons of open-pit material. 

Still, the firm warned that the potential 
quantity and grade of the exploration tar- 
get was merely conceptual, and that 
there had been insufficient exploration to 
define the mineral resource. 

Also, Mindoro Resources said it was 
not sure if further exploration would те- 
sult in the target being delineated as a 
mineral resource. 

“Until a feasibility study has been com- 
pleted, there is no certainty that the com- 
pany's projections will be economically 
viable,” itsaid. 

Last week, Mindoro Resources an- 
nounced it had issued 4,075,122 shares, 
at C$.070 per share, to raise some C$2.85 
million, or P121 million, to help push its 
projects in the Philippines. 


‘The amount is about $400,000, or P17 
million, higher than what the TSX Ven- 
ture Exchange-listed company an- 
nounced last month. 

Penny Gould, the company's chief fi- 
nance officer, said in a statement that 
proceeds from the placement would be 
used for additional drilling, as well as pay 
for geophysics and exploration work, par- 
ticularly those projects being undertaken. 
in Batangas. 

Mindoro Resources decided to pursue. 
exploration in the Philippines after it re- 
cently confirmed that gold in the Kay Tan- , 
da property in Batangas was “significant- 
1y” more than what had been indicated in 
previous tests. 

In April, Mindoro Resource reported 
that samples from the Kay Tanda proper- 
ty yielded 5.96 grams of gold per ton of 
ore; 4.13 g/tsilver; 3.31 percent zinc and 
1.56 percent lead from a zone that 
spanned 26 meters. 

Mindoro Resouces is carrying out two 
other major drill programs in the country. 

It is conducting reconnaissance 
drilling on the Calo porphyry copper-gold 
prospect in Batangas. 

The company is also advancing its nick- 
el laterite prospect in Surigao towards 
production. 1 

At present, the company holds 22 iden- | 
tified porphyry copper-gold prospects in 
the Philippines, spread across Batangas 
and the northeastern tip of Mindanao, as 
well as Pan de Azucar Island off Panay. 

The local unit of Mindoro Resources is 
MRL Gold Philippines Inc. E 
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ume amounted to 7.7 billion shares 
worth P5.23 billion. 

Gainers beat losers 72 to 38, while 
55 stocks ended unchanged. 


will involve 25 billion shares at a 


Is the Fed up 


bound last Friday. Investors were eager 
to get back to the market as worries 
over a massive selloff have eased after 
US stocks bounced back,” he said. 


is the country to offer it. Ask the Trea- 


its New York-traded American de- 
positary receipts, adding P60 to 
P2,660. 

Property firm Megaworld Corp. 


planned communities, priced at 


“Why engage in a swap when the peso is ap- 


ing the number and price of the carries the flagship brand Camel- in the 46-10-a-dollar territory, is credited to 0.215926" EUM 

shares to be sold. Ja and has been servicing thelow- the strong inflows of remittances from over- 00086177 _ _ 0.081658 
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ing segment (P1.3 million to P3.5 
million) 


the peso was a testament of improving in- 
vestor confidence in the Philippines 
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Mini-hydro plants up in Virac 


By Fernan Gianan 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


VIRAC, CATANDUANES—AN INDE- 
pendent power producer plans to 
build three small hydroelectric plants 
costing about half a billion pesos on 
this island-province by 2010. 

‘Sunwest Water and Electricity Co. 
(Suweco) has been granted authority 
to construct the plants by the provin- 

ial government under Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan Resolution No. 031- 
2004. 

The document also puts into effect 
the General Energy Sales Agreement 
(Gesa) entered into between Suweco 
and the First Catanduanes Electric 
Cooperative Inc. (Ficelco). 

Under the agreement, Suweco will 
finance the whole undertaking, build 
and operate the plants, and sell the 
energy to Ficelco. 

Excess power will be used by 
Suweco in its proposed industrial, 
manufacturing, information technol- 
ogy and tourism parks. 

Ficelco, however, will have the pri- 
ority over the generated power. 

‘The supply contract will take effect 
upon the start of commercial opera- 
tions of the mini-hydro plants in De- 
cember 2010 in the following sites: 
Solong River in San Miguel (with a 
capacity of 2,300 kilowatts); Hitoma 
Lower Cascade in Obi, Caramoran 
(1,500 kW); Нота Upper Cascade, 
Obi, Caramoran (1,575 kW); Pagsan- 
gahan, San Miguel (2,100 kW); and, 
Hinipaan Upper Cascade in Salva- 
cion, Bagamanoc (1,200 kW). 

‘Of the total 8,675 kW to be gener- 
ated by the five plants, Ficelco guar- 
antees to buy at least 53 percent of 
the estimated annual generation. 

Elizalde Co, Suweco chair, presi- 
dent and chief operating officer, said 
his company could simultaneously 
develop Solong and the two Hitoma 
mini-hydro power plants. 


Floating dry 


back in Subic port 


In October 2005, Subic Bay 


By Ansbert Joaquin 


This would dramatically reduce 
the island's dependence on fossil fu- 
els for its power. 

‘At present, the existing 30-year-old 
Balongbong mini-hydro plant in Bato 
town supplies only 20 percent of the 
6.1-megawatt power requirement of 
the province. 

The balance is accounted for by 
two land-based diesel generating 
sets, a power barge, and the two mo- 
bile diesel generating sets rented by 
the National Power Corp. 


Among highest rates 

Residential consumers here. pay 
one of the highest power rates in the 
country at P9.6308 a kWh, or nearly 
P2,000 a month for a household con- 
suming 200 kWh. 

The onset of summer and low wa- 
ter levels have resulted in power in- 
terruptions in the province. 

NPC is trying to get its 3.6-MW re- 
conditioned diesel plant on line by 
mid-June to stabilize supply. 

Based on the ballpark figure of 
P100 million per megawatt, the three 
plants up for construction will cost 
Suweco at least P537.5 million 

Co said he had received financing 
offers from the Development Bank of 
the Philippines, the Philippine Ма- 
tional Bank, and international finan- 
cial institutions. 


Defective 

However, critics, who requested 
anonymity for the meantime, described 
the deal as riddled with defects. 

Those against the Gesa pointed out 
that the Ficelco board had effectively 
surrendered the cooperative’ franchise 
to supply electricity to the more than 
30,000 consumers in the province. 

Under Section 1.7 of the agree- 
ment, Suweco may “exclusively uti- 
lize excess power by its mini-hydro 
plants or power not bought by Ficelco 
with or without passing through the 
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grid and lines of Ficelco to power con- 
tained areas such as but not limited to 
industrial, manufacturing, informa- 
tion technology, tourism and other 
parks in order to create jobs and other 
social-related endeavors.” 

They claimed that the Ficelco 
board did not have the power to sell 
the cooperative's franchise areas. 

The provision also violates the 
Electricity and Power Industry Re- 
form Act (Epira), which limits direct 
connections, they added. 


Further study 

Ficelco board director Florencio 
А. Garcia Sr. said that while he did 
not object to the development of 
the  mini-hydroelectric power 
plants, he did not agree with the 
board's plan to approve the Gesa 
without further study by the Ficel- 


Low-cost 
plants seen 
reducing 
power 
rates in the 
province, 
which are 
among the 
highest in 
the country 
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co legal counsel 


This, he said, should have been 
done to allow the co-op to evaluate 
the capability of Suweco and to deter- 
mine if signing the Gesa would be а 
violation of the power supply agree- 
ment it signed with PowerOne Corp. 
in 2003. 

The Inqumer learned that the 
board and the management did not 
discuss the details of the agreement. 
The indexing of the Suweco power 
rate to the NPC's selling rate also 
came under fire. 

Critics suggested that Suweco 
should make its own study on how 
much it should sell its power and file 
a separate rate application with the 
Energy Regulatory Commission. 

They are against the proposed es- 
calation of 6 percent a year or the offi- 
cial inflation rate to be applied by 
Suweco in succeeding years after the 
initial year of operation 

Power rate to be charged in suc- 
ceeding years should be lower as 
more mini-hydro plants come on line, 
they said 
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Inquirer Central Luzon 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT ZONE 
—Fifteen years after it was towed 
out following the dismantling of 
the US naval base here, ће floating 
dry dock which used to handle re- 
pairs of US Navy ships arrived here 

«last week and will be operational in 
two months. 

This time, the facility will be 
used for commercial purposes, 
according to Subic Drydock, a 
subsidiary of the US-based ship 
repair service provider Cabras 
Marine Corp. 

‘The company said the arrival 
of AFDM-5 floating dry dock 
‘would revive operations of the 
defunct Ship Repair Facilities 
(SRF) here. 

Negotiations for its retum 
started in May 2004 when then 
SBMA chair and administrator, 
Felicito Payumo, met officials of 
Malayan Towage and Salvage 
Corp. 

The Malayan Group, a sister 
company of Cabras Marine Corp., 
bought the AFDM-S dry dock 
from Guam. 


Metropolitan Authority (SBMA) 
Chair Feliciano Salonga and Ad- 
ministrator Armand Arreza signed 
a long-term lease contract with 
Catalino Bondoc, Subic Drydock 
president and chief executive offi- 
cer, for the setting up of a P275- 
million ship repair facility here. 

The retum of the dry dock 
would open more job opportuni- 
ties, Salonga said. 

The company said the float- 
ing dock, which was commis- 
sioned strictly for military use, 
would now be servicing interis- 
land ships, ferries and other ves- 
sels. 

Another dry dock is set to ar- 
rive in two months to augment 
company operations. 

When the negotiations for its 
return began, Donald Marshall, 
Malayan Towage and Salvage 
Corp. chair, said his firm zeroed 
in on Subic as it is one of the 
country's top economic zones and 
also because the AFDM-S had 
been stationed there. 

“Tes like bringing back some- 
thing that meant a lot to the for- 
mer base workers,” he said. 


Aviation 
school 
opens 


BINALONAN, PAN- 
gasinan—An avia- 
tion company is set to 
operate an airfield 
and pilot training 
school this month, 
officials here said. 

Ramon Guico Ш, 
vice mayor-elect of 
the town and vice 
president of World 
City Aviation Co., 
said the airfield can 
accommodate do- 
mestic chartered 
flights once all fa- 
cilities are complet- 
ed. 

The WCAC has al- 
so linked with 20 pi- 
lot training schools 
that can use the facil- 
ities. 

The WCAC started 
its operations early 
this year and has 25 
aircraft for its students? 
use. Yolanda Sotelo- 
Fuertes, — Inquirer 
Northern Luzon 
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Fn Memory of the 
First DEATH ANNIVERSARY 


“Pining” 


nag 
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In loving memory of Mama's First Death Anniversary, the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass shal be offered for her eral repose tomorrow, June 14th 2007 at the 
Following churches: 

620 AM, 630 PM 
12:15 PM, 600 PM. 


St. James the Greater, Ayala Alabang Village 
‘Santario de San Antonio, 
McKinley Road, Forbes Park 
Sto. Nito de Paz, 
Greenbelt, Ayala Centre 
St. Andrew the Apostle, 
Kalayaan Ave. Bel Air li 


.. TAS AM. 12:15 PM, 
45 PM, 7:00 PM 
630 AM, 10:15 PM, 630 PM 


645 AM 
790 АМ 


Our Lady of Grace, Caloocan Cit 
National Shrine of Our Lady of Fa 
Valenzuela City 
Church of the Gesu, B 5 
"Ateneo de Manila University, Katipunan Campus 
Maria dell rad Katipunan Avenue, 0С. 
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| LOURDES MONTECLARO SANICO 


passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
tun June 10, 2007 at the age of 79. 

Her bereaved children George, Rose, Dennis & Cris, Fr. Arnold. Albert 
а Alona, Alvin & Babsie and Cathy: grandchildren Therese, Elaine & David. 
oiher relatives and rends request the readers 1o join them in thanking God for 
"nce here on cart and in praying Гог br eternal happiness in hes 

Her remains lie n state м the Marian Memorial Chapels, Marcos Highway, 
Antipolo Ciy. 

For detis regarding the interment, please сй Albert at 0918-9269017 or 
Rose at 0918-5244577. 


“Eternal rest grant unto Pining, O Lord” 


1п lieu of flowers, address your donations to 1) Tuloy sa Don Bosco Stet. 
Children's Foundation or 2) John Paul Minor Seminary cfo The Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Antipolo. 


[aa 


T] LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Tel. Nos. Quezon City: 712-3001; 749-3806 to 11 
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OBITUARIES. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13, 2007 


transited at the age of 78 


Manalo, Ralph and Babot Mufioz, Ronald 
Reggie Arbo and grandchildren. 


Jean (1) and Josephine Lim Chuidian. 


Come join us in prayers, thanksgiving for p 


June 15, 2007. 


Foundation 


“We shall miss a wonderful, gorgeous and loving mother.” 
Her loving family, her husband Robert Joseph Sr. (1), children, Robert and Ida 
Her brothers Benjamin (1), Alfonso (t), Pompeyo (1) and Jaime and her sisters 


Her relatives and friends request the pious reader to pray for her soul. 


“We love you Mommy and will miss you so much.” 
Antonio, Mortuary Chapels, Forbes Park, Makati from June 12, 2007 to 


In lieu of flowers, please contribute to her favorite charity: ABS-CBN’s Bantay Bata 


«Я toast to our dearest Mom! Mommy is now with her maker...” 
from her “four stars Robert, Ralph, Ronald and Raymond. 


FHlorecita Favis Tim vda de Joseph 


Beauty Queen, Gintong Ina Awardee and a Graceful Dancer, 


on June 11, 2007. 


and Melissa de Leon, Raymond and 


сасе and love at the Santuario de San 


Death Notice 


VICTORIA CUANANG QUEVEDO-ALABASTRO 
pex eo rer Crestron ares 207 ите aged 
Herremons ien sao s Chop D. 2" Розо те 
ое методи Chapels E Creatour, ис. EDSA cot: 
"Berararo St Guadaupe Veg. Matt Cay 
"ermen козү. June 13. 2007 ите 
набарор Pipino Menor Рай, Tanang Sora St. Quezea Сау. 
sere сееп co 8 AM Hay Mass 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Republic of the Philippines. 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES SYSTEM 
Diliman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO BID 


Sealed proposals will be received by the Special Bids and Awards 
Committee, University of the Philippines System, Diliman, Quezon City, 
not later than 1:30 p.m. on June 25, 2007 at the University Hotel 
(formerly PCED), University of the Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City 
for the selection of rice supplier. 

Total approved budget ceiling: Php 7,500,000.00 

The Pre-bid conference will be held on June 13, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. 
at University Hotel formerly PCED), UP Diliman Campus, Quezon City. 

Bid documents at Php 8,000.00 per set are available starting May 
18, 2007 at the UP System Supply and Property Management Office, 
Basement, Quezon Hall, UP Diliman, Quezon City. Contact person: 
Mr. Isagani L. Bagus, Officer-In-Charge, UP System SPMO, Telefax 
No.: 926-4919. 

The University of the Philippines reserves the right to reject any or 
all bids, as well as to waive any defect or informality required in such 
bids, and to accept such bids as may be considered most advantageous 
to the University. 


(Sgd.) CYNTHIA GRACE C. GREGORIO 


EEEL Chair, Special Bids and Awards Committee 


[O Republic of the Philippines 
v A SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 
Makati Ciy 
LEONCIA J. ABAS, 
Petitioner, 
aversus- 
RABIA ABAS and the 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM, 
Respondents. 


SSC Case No. 1-15120-01 


x 


NOTICE OF RESOLUTION 
TO: RABIA ABAS 
GREETINGS: 

Notice is hereby given that on the 28th day of March 2007, а 
RESOLUTION, consisting of 4 pages, was promuigated in the above- 
mentioned case, the dispositive portion of which reads as follows: 

“WHEREFORE, the SSS is ordered to recompute the death 
benefit of Abedin Abas, immediately upon filing of the claim 
therefor, and award the same to Abedin Abas’ surviving spouse, 
Leoncia J. Abas, less the lump sum death benefit already awarded 
to Rabia Abas in 1989. 

The claim for funeral benefit is, however, DENIED. 

SO ORDERED” 


SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 
о-ы, жел 


“pronssia a cum 
PAWN'BUY'SELL 


Ea 
WATCHES 


Jewelry & Diamonds. 
BEST APPRAISAL 
‘Secondo Gionena 1 
Tos 894-0282 
‘Agencia de Makati 
“ele 889-7956. 


RYKEROLL 
REHT-A-VAN 
07 URVAN 
ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1818716 | 1964371 

0921349710 


109178884040 
7269687 


culi ornate co 


URGENTLY NEEDED 


An established food company is 
looking for suitable candidates to 
fill the ff. positions: 


ACCOUNTING / CUSTOMER 
SERVICE STAFF 


Qualifications: 
Female, 21-26 years old 
Graduate of any business couse 
* Newly graduates may apply 


PRODUCTION ENGINEER 


Qualifications: 
Malo, 23-28 years oid 
B.S. Chemical Engineering degree holder. 
Ai least 2 years working experience in 
production 


Interested applicants may send their 
comprehensive resumé with 22 ID Picture 
and Transcript of Records to: 

U.P. P.. Box 15, Diliman 
Quezon City 1101 
e-mail address: 
exports@chinsanchina.com 
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NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given that PROPERTY 
COMPANY OF FRIENDS, ING. win ofice address No. 
55 Tinio Street, Barangay Addition Hills, 
Mandaluyong City is applying tor regsiraton with he 
Board of investments (80) as New Developer of 


Mass Housing Projects (Low Cost/Economic 
Housing) at ine following Locations/Unit 

One Lancaster Lane 

imus, Саме 

Montetaro East Subaision - 

| Barangay Bucandala. imus. Сама. 
Montelaro West Subdwision. 

Barangay Carsadang Bago N. 

imus, Cavite 


562 Uris 


Е 


[ДЕ 


Any person with valid objection/s on the 
above-mentioned project may Ше hiser objection in 
"writing. under oath, wth the BOI wihin three (3) 
days irom the dat oi mis publicaton. 


(Sod) RUDY B. CARA 
Director 
Project Evaluation and Registration Deparment 


FOR SALE 
REPOSSESSED VEHICLES 

Type Indicative Selling Price 
2002 FORD Fapedlion XLT Р 59400000 
Beck, OYC-101 
2002 Hyundai Starex SVX 
Gray, XUD-125 
Deadline tor submission of ofr в on June 26, 2007. 

For inquiries, please cal 
UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS BANK 


Asset Management & Dispostton Оюп 
Hotine No. 8119797 


#UCPB 


P 446,000.00 


оттто Pubic, 
“5Р5. Pedo. 
(die) 

Mana 


peri 
ated June 7. 2007 
Noterzed on June 
2007 sal 
roger is sold to 
PERS Emeline & 
martes Maestro. For 
Ins 0816237384287 
“boz2-8620922 


ROLEX 
JEWELRY 
ВЕНА 


August 14, 1948 - June 10, 2007 


She is the daughter of the late Conrado Torres Nazario 
and the late Salome Panem. 


Her sisters Charito Nazario, Cynthia and Ben Icasiano, 
Corazon Nazario, Carmelita and Rey Reyes, and brother 
Samuel Nazario; children Catherina Platon, Christina and 
Freddy Guerrero, and Cheryl Platon; and grandchildren 
Katarina, Freddy Jr. and Christian request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


She lies in state at the National Shrine of the Sacred Heart, 
No. 4 Sacred Heart Street, San Antonio Village, Makati City, 
from June 1] to 13. 


After memorial services at the National Shrine of the 
Sacred Heart, her remains will be flown to the United States, 
where she will be finally laid to rest. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ASEAN 
FOUNDATION 
The ASEAN Foundation is an inter-governmental, 
non-profit organisation established by the ten ASEAN 
Member Countries with the mandates to promote greater 
awareness of ASEAN among the general public, and 
help address poverty and socio-economic disparity 
issues in the region. It now invites applications from 


nationals of ASEAN Member Countries for the 
position of: 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


Detail information regarding this position and 
application procedure can be obtained from 
http://www.aseanfoundation.org 


TONAL 


CLASSIFIEDS 


More Classified Ads: 


DOLE-NCR .. 
Supreme Court 
of the Philippines 
PSALM.. 


Textus your feedback inquirer mer name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


ог283 (Smart) 


Going beyond attracting 
RP motorcycle marke 


Text and photo by Charles E. Buban 


Suzuki Philippines Inc. has 

learned that getting much closer to 

its actual and potential motorcycle cus- 

tomers could do wonders in building 
brand loyalty. 

As SPI concluded its fourth nationwide 
endurance run in Davao City last Saturday, 
the annual event not only proved the met- 
tie ofthe riders who rode for 40 days stop- 
ping only to eat, sleep or hold a short pub- 
lic launch, or the durability of its motorcy- 
дез that were able to cover more than 
7,000 kilometers without encountering re- 
pairs (except of course flat tires). 

The annual event certainly helped stir 
the interest of a number of locals who 
haven't gone yet to the nearest motorcycle 


Le MOST SAVVY POLITICIANS, 


MOST OF US THINK OF SOUTH 
Africa as a Third World country. I 
remember once reading a news 
story that the importers of used 
right-hand-drive cars at Subic, af- 
ter refurbishing the vehicles, ex- 
port them to South Africa. The 
cars need not be converted since 
people drive on the left side of the 
road in South Africa, which was a 
colony of the Dutch and then the 
British for hundreds of years. 
This Subic cars news bit made 
me conclude that traffic in South 
Africa must be dominated by ag- 
ing, secondhand cars. But, judging 
from what I saw during eight days 
spent in Cape Town, this isn't ex- 
actly the case. True, we were told 


dealership or tilting in SPT' favor those po- 
tential buyers still undecided as to which 
brand to choose. 

"It certainly helped a lot when one sees 
PI's latest offerings up close. Learning al- 
зо that the riders and their motorcycles 
traveled long distance and encountered 
varied road and weather conditions just to 
get to their place also helped in making 
them realize they are important to the 
company" explained Noel Villapando, SPI 
events specialist and co-team leader of this 
year's nationwide endurance run. 

The 20 riders, who joined the 2007 
Suzuki Nationwide Endurance Run, went 
to 47 cities and municipalities around the 
country 

Starting at the Diosdado Macapagal 
Boulevard in Разау City last April 28, the. 
group went as far as the town of Sanchez- 
Mira in Cagayan up north, down to the 


cities of General Santos and Davao in Min- 
danao. 


8 brand-new models 

Eight brand-new 4-stroke motorcycle 
models were featured during the en- 
durance run, namely: Raider R150, Raider 
J (110cc), Shogun Pro (125cc), Shogun R 
(125cc), Step 125, Smash Revo (110cc), 
Mola 125 and Mola 150. 

“As our consumers have seen during our 
public launches, SPI presented a wide se- 
lection of motorcycle models ranging from 
backbone type to scooters and sporty un- 
derbone models. Suzuki, as one of the 
world's major motorcycle manufacturers, 
recognizes the fact that today's buyers no 
longer just consider motorcycles as busi- 
ness tool or for public transport—they are 
fast becoming an affordable, efficient as 
well as stylish personal transport,” SPI's 


THE2007 
SUZUKI 
Nationwide. 
Endurance Run. 
covered over 
7,000 km all 
over the 
country in 40 
days. 


Christine Grace Sarmiento explained. 

But while demonstrating the durability 
fuel efficiency and overall performance of 
Suzukis latest models, the endurance run 
also advocated for a safer riding environ- 
ment. 

“In each public launch, we advocated 
the wearing of protective gears (helmet, 
jacket, long pants, boots and gloves) that 
would safeguard a rider in case of an acci- 
dent. We always reminded our audience to 
put safety first whenever they head out on 
the road,” said Mel Aquino, chief coach of 
Suzuki Safety Riding Clinic and also co- 
team leader of endurance run. 


The cars of Cape Town 


that about 40 percent of the car 
population in South Africa is made 
Lup of “preowned” cars and that the 
buying and selling of used cars isa 
thriving business. 


Complete picture 

It is also true that Cape Town 
does not give a really complete pic- 
ture of South Africa, whose land 
area is twice as big as France, 
whose population was 47.4 million 
as of mid-2006 and whose GDP 
grew 5.1 percent in 2005. More- 
over, South Africa will host the FI- 
FA World Cup in 2010. 

In Cape Town, aside from the 
buses and taxicabs, there is a mega 
taxi or "FX" type of public trans- 


Aida 


secondhand. 


DO YOU REMEMBER THE 
first time you saw a Mitsubishi 
Pajero? I think it was the late 
"80s when 1 saw my first likely 
driven around by some spoiled 
haciendero classmate in high 
school with a trust fund. Kid- 
ding aside, the first Pajero 
struck me as utilitarian and ro- 
bust, even with the asthmatic 
engine that early examples 
came with. The word 
workhorse, used in a very agri- 
cultural sense, is something 1 
assign to the boxy sheet metal 
of the Generation One model. 
A few years on and the next 
version began to land on our 
shores. A sleeker and more re- 
fined product defined the sec- 
ond generation Pajero. Even 
the first units without the sig- 
nature fender flares were al- 
ready stunning to stare at. Ath- 
letic looking compared to its 


ikewise improved. So in- 
grained in the Filipino psyche 
is this version of the Pajero that. 
it can still be bought brand- 
new from Mitsubishi show- 
rooms today, right today along 
side the third generation am 
the "fourth." 

The third generation was a 
very latecomer to our markets. 
Initially released in 1999 
abroad, it took four years for 
this largely improved Pajero го 
officially break cover. By the 
time it arrived so much had 
changed in the short three ver- 
sion life of this model already. 
3y 2003, the Philippine market 
had seen a Spartan vehicle de- 
veloped into something al- 
ready quite sophisticated. Yet 
despite the marked change in 
flavor and purpose, the third 
generation Рајето lacked 
something that would cement 
itasa true leap forward. 


ally 


Small details 

Enter the current model, 
dubbed Generation Four by the 
marketing guys at Mitsubishi. 
Physically and likely mechani- 
cally similar to the previous 
model, it is in the small details 
that set this Pajero apart from 
all its predecessors. Wonderful 
then that itis behind the wheel 
of this vehicle that the most im- 
portant updates and additions 
weigh heavily. 

Common rail, direct injec- 
tion technology finally comes 
with this PT market Pa- 
jero. A force-fed, 3.2-liter twin- 
cam diesel powers these vehi- 
cles with a segment average 
160 bhp and a very ample 380 
Nm of twist. In layman's terms, 


Pajero Version 3.1 


MY DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


acceleration begins to taper off 
at around 100 kph—but the 
sprint to triple digit speed is 
very good. Please note that I 
used the word "sprint" to de- 
scribe a 2,400-kg SUV. 

Seating position is some- 
thing of a Surprise in the Pa- 
jero- Upright and with all the 
primary controls where they 
Fhould be, this is а vehicle that 
asks to be flogged once in a 
while. Dakar dreams need not 
be dashed but please limit the 
spirited driving . 
packed gravel and dire unless 

Yedecessor performance was Your name is Stephane Peter- 
f ansel, of course. 

"The ability to grip and flow 
comes from a suspension with 
passable rebound and com- 
pression behavior. Again all 
this means is that the ride is 
firm and confident without be- 
ing too bumpy or stiff. In the 
straights and bends, it is actu- 
n to take the Pajero to 
5/10ths. Antilock brakes and 
brake force software make the 
ambitious driver better, often 
times saving them from fender 
benders or worse. 


Stylish 

The interior theme of the 
cabin is more cohesive and sub- 
Че. The word stylish can be 
used to describe the black 
leather and polymers that make 
upthedash and trim. Again, the 
hint of refinement and ability is 
‘cued by the purposeful theme. 
Gripping the steering wheel 
and working the controls in a 
Pajero never felt this good. Rid- 
ing in the back seat isn’t too 
shabby either. 

All in all, I'd like to contest 
the notion that this is truly an 
all-new Pajero. I'll give it to the 
marketing suits in Mitsubishi 
that this model is a very good 
product update though. This 
model has grown up gracefully 
and 2007 Pajero is confirma- 
tion that the design philosophy 
has come full circle. Affirma- 
tion of this model can be found 
in market acceptance, The fst 
batch apparently sold like hot- 
cakes, aber: 
can get in the ultra expensive 
coffee houses that dot our city. 
Dollops of cream and imported 
berries are included. 


brands 


the 


Sevilla-Mendoza 


portation. At the bus stop of Victo- 
Tia & Albert Waterfront shopping 
center, you will see minivans with 
public utility vehicle markings dis- 
gorging eight to 12 passengers 
each. These mega taxis are mostly 
old model minivans, presumably 


But you begin to wonder about 
the used car reputation when you 
discover that a Bentley showroom 
is just a stone's throw away from 
the three-star hotel where you are 
staying, when you see the latest 
BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Audi, Lexus 
and Land Rover models cruising 
the streets and a couple of Lam 
borghinis parked beside the 

citys intemational con- 

vention center. 


Lower-priced 


cars do not oumumber the lower- 
priced brands, of course. You also 
notice quite a few Hyundai Getz, 
Toyota Avanza, 
Chevrolet Aveo, Nissan Tiida and 
other compact cars in Cape Town 
|. aside from the smaller Citroen, 
Volkswagen, Renault, Fiat and Peu- 
geot models. Even the Toyota For- 
tuner which is considered an 
emerging markets SUV, is sold in 
South Africa. By the way, pickup 
trucks are called bakkies there. 
Since Cape Town has excellent 
roads, you might want to rent a car 
or van. You can rent a compact car 
like the Toyota Tazz (the 1.3 Corol- 
1а hatchback) for 185 Rand (about 
08526.50 at the exchange rate of 
6.99 Rand per US dollar) a day, 
200 free kilometers, insurance in- 
cluded plus a surcharge of R1.10 
per excess kilometer. Or a Mer- 


Kia Picanto, 


sh 


Dining in an 

Italian resto near 
convention 

center one night, 

we noticed that a 

good number of 

the cars exiting the 

parking lot were snazzy 

European sports cars. Luxury 


THE NEW Mercedes-Benz C-Class 


ter. 


Classics 


classic cars. 


125 


2005, пе 
when exports 


USS7 billion. 


cedes C180 Kompressor for R699 a 
day and R4.25 per excess kilome- 


Car connoisseurs may choose to 
rent classics like a Jaguar E-Type or 
XK8, Mercedes SL, Alfa Spider 
MGB, Austin Healey or TVR Chi- 
maera at higher rates ranging from 
R400 plus R4 per extra kilometer 
after the first 50 km, to R1,500 a 
day plus R10 per extra km. There is 
а market for classic cars. During а 
tour of the ritzy suburbs of Cape 
Town, we passed by a dealership 
displaying and selling only vintage 
an 


Consumers in Cape Town enjoya 
much wider range of choices when 
it comes to buying cars than we 
have in Manila. АЙ of the world's 
major vehicle manufacturers oper- 
ate in South Africa where the 
manufacture, distribution 

and servicing of vehicles 

and their components 

form the third largest 

sector of the econo- 

my, contributing 7 

percent to GDP In 

the first half of 

2006, motor in- 

dustry exports to 

Countries 

worldwide leaped 
454 percent over 
the same period in 


totaled 


Risks involved 
Indeed, while motorcycle riding is fun 
and exciting, this writer found there are. 
alsorisks involved. 

Joining the group in its Mindanao leg: 
last week, this writer found the impor- 
tance of wearing a helmet and a fully 
padded jacket — firsthand—driving 
through the long and winding roads be- 
tween the cities of Tagum and General, 
Santos, for example, could be treacher- 
ous especially when small rocks from’ 
the mountain side or tree branches and 
fruits would suddenly hit you at high 
speed and could spell disaster if one is 
not properly protected. 

Also its pays to drive defensively as 


«what team leaders Villapando and Aquino. 


kept on reminding us riders, particularly, 
when passing through highly populated 
areas. 

"Lets admit it, not all drivers we met on 
the road are disciplined and accommodat- 
ing. Just like in past nationwide endurance, 
runs we have organized, we make it a, 
point to be a role model by respecting traf- 
fic rules, practicing safety and road cour- 
tesy at all times. This will not only make 
motorcycle riding much safer for the group 
but also enable to earn the respect of other 
motorists on the road,” SPI senior market. 
ing manager Benedict Martin Arreola said. 


1,200 derivatives 

‘The 2007 New Car Annual of 
Automobile Association South 
Africa lists 43 vehicle manufac- 
turers and importers including 
brands not available in Manila 
such as Alfa Romeo, Aston Mar- 
tin, Bentley, Lexus, Lamborghini, 
Lotus, Maybach, Mini, Morgan, 
Noble, Rolls Royce, Saab, Seat, 
Smart, Tata and TVR. As AA 
South Africa managing director 
Ed Kok notes, South Africans to- 
day have access to some 1,200 
vehicle derivatives sporting 43 
badges and originating from 20 
countries. 

In 2005, General Motors be- 
gan to manufacture the Hummer. 
H3 in South Africa for export to 
Europe, the Asia Pacific, Middle 
East and the rest of Africa. Volk- 
swagen South Africa is investing 
0553.7 billion to produce 2,300 
mew Golf 5 cars a month until 
2009 for export to nine countries 
in Asia-Pacific while Ford is in- 
vesting US$148 million to dou, 
ble export production in its plant 
to 80,000 units a year. Starting 
this year, 80,000 units of the new, 
Mercedes-Benz C-Class are be- 
ing made in East London, South 

rica. : 

Clearly, South Africa is not Third: 
World-rate in the global automo: 
tive industry. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: 
A journey of a thousand miles be: 
gins with a cash advance. 
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BSP scores RCBC 
for lack of prudence’ 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG, PILIPINAS 
has chastised the trust division of Rizal Com- 
mercial Banking Corp. (RCBC) for "lack of 
prudence" in managing the trust fund of pre- 
need firm Pacific Plans Inc. (PPD. 

BSP Assistant Governor Dolores Yuvienco 
l; said that under Monetary Board Resolution 
|. №. 574 issued on May 17, the BSP approved 
the imposition of “penalty for lack of pru- 
dence” їп the management of PPI trust funds. 

‘The BSP declined to say how much it 
levied on RCBC, but RCBC described itas "a 
minor monetary amount.” 

However, the BSP warned RCBC that similar 
incidents showing “lack of prudence" would re- 
sult in stiffer sanctions. 

The 3,000-strong Parents Enabling Par- 
ents (PEP) Coalition Inc. said in a briefing 
yesterday that the BSP issued the resolu- 
tion in answer to PEP's complaint filed with 
the BSP two years ago. 

PEP groups parents holding Pacific 


pre-need plans. 

RCBC legal counsel Масе! Fernandez-Es- 
tavillo contested РЕР$ allegations of misman- 
agement, saying the ВЗР has not found any 
evidence of mismanagement by RCBC. 

“While we differ with the findings of the 
BSR we emphasize that the BSP has not 
made any findings of mismanagement by 
RCBC Trust,” Estavillo said in a written 
statement. 

"The lack of prudence in management 
means that there is a standard required in 
managing trust funds which the BSP found 
we did not meet,” Estavillo told INQUIRER 
separately in an interview. 

Meantime, Pacific Plans legal counsel Fe- 
lix Desiderio Jr. said yesterday that man- 
agement maintains the soundness of the 
PPI placements in RCBC-Trust. 

“We wish to point out that the root cause 
of the PPI illiquidity problem is the deregu- 
lation of tuition fees, which resulted in the 
skyrocketing of school fees by more than 50 
percent in the 19905," he за 


Any 4 Oil Changes 
gets you 1 absolutely FREE. 


Always. 


Need we say more? 


Nobody beats Rapidé‘s value. Nobody 


Call 899-4472 to 74 for details 
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Gov't may tap more ODA 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT SAID IT WAS 
exploring the possibility of tapping 
more official development assis- 
tance this year to cover its expens- 
es. 

Finance Undersecretary Roberto 
Tan said in a briefing yesterday that 
borrowing more ODA was now an op- 
tion following the governments 
move to cut back on commercial bor- 
rowings. 

The government borrows money, 
either through ODA or from commer- 
cial sources, to plug shortfalls in rev- 
enue collection and pay maturing 
debts. 

The government. originally 
planned to borrow 51.466 billion in 
ODA this year to help fund its expen- 
diture program. 

The government canceled auc- 
tions for у bills scheduled 
for June due mainly to the weak ap- 
petite for short-term. government 
securities. 

Banks and financial institutions are 
not buying government securities 
mainly due to the low interest rates 
offered by the government. 

Forcing the sale of treasury bills, 


Original target 
set at $1.47B 


therefore, might lead to an increase 
in treasury bill rates, which would 
make them more expensive for the 
government. 

Yesterday, the Bureau of the Trea- 
sury rejected all bids for the four- 
year treasury bonds saying the 
banks sought “unreasonably high" 
yields. 

The government was supposed to 
raise P6 billion from yesterdays 
failed auction of four-year bonds. 

It was likewise scheduled to raise 
P5 billion every two weeks through 
the auction of treasury bills. 

Because the government would 
not be able to raise expected revenue 
from auction of government securi- 
ties, Tan said tapping more ODA 
could be an alternative way of raising 
funds. 

"It is an option open to us,” Tan 
said, but noting that it was too early 
to tell whether the government 
would actually raise its ODA borrow- 
ings this y 

He said the government was al- 


ready in talks with the World Bank 
and the Japanese government for a 
possible second phase of the develop- 
ment policy loan granted to the 
Philippine government last year. 

Last years development policy 
loan, worth 5250 million, also came 
from the World Bank. 

A policy loan is not tied to any spe- 
cific project, but is meant to support 
the national government's budget for 
programs and projects that fiscal au- 
thorities deem necessary for develop- 
ment. 

Tan also said the government was 
in talks with the Asian Development 
Bank for ODA that will enhance the 
efficiency of local government units 
to manage their funds. 

So far this year, the government 
has already availed itself of around 
$900 million worth of ODA, which 
mainly benefited the power and envi- 
ronment sectors. 

The amount was equivalent to 
more than half the programmed 
$1.466 billion for the entire year. 

‘The Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation (JBIC) is the Philip- 
pines biggest source of ODA, fol- 
lowed by the ADB and the World 
Bank. 


PSALM to push Calaca bidding in '07 


By Abigail L. Ho 

THE BIDDING FOR THE 600- 
megawatt (MW) Calaca coal-fired 
power plant in Batarigas will surely 
take place within the year, following 
the Power Sector Assets and Liabili- 
ties Management Corp.'s issuance of 
bid invitations for the facility. 

In its invitation to bid, the govern- 
ment agency said investors keen on 
bidding for the Calaca plant had until 
June 29 to submit their letters of in- 
terest 

To secure the bidding package, 


h 
mdable participation fee of 
$2,000 on or before July 4 
ке would be 
held for qui iders on July 18. 

PSALM had yet to announce the ac- 
tual bidding schedule, however. 

In am interview, PSALM president 
andechief executive Jose Ibazeta said 
the four entities interested in bidding 
for the Calaca plant had said they 
would prefer to just negotiate the terms 
of the contract with PSALM instead of 
going through the open bidding. 

He said, however, that he would 


rather have a bidding for the sake of 
transparency. 

"We really want to speed up the 
sale of the generation assets to reach 
the 70-percent privatization target by 
2008 as a prerequisite to open access 
and retail competition," he said. 

“From the investors viewpoint, 
open access is important because 
thats where you'll make your returns. 
We remain committed to get there as 
fastas possible," he added. 

PSALM had so far sold an equiva- 
lent of only 11 percent of National 
Power Corp.'s generation capacities 
in Luzon and Visayas, made up of 
eight hydropower facilities. 

These include the 3.5-megawatt 
Talomo plant in Davao, the 1.6-MW 
Agusan facility in Bukidnon, the 1.8- 
MW Barit plant in Camarines Sur, the 
0.4-MW Cawayan plant in Sorsogon, 
the 1.2-MW Loboc plant in Bohol, the 
112.MW _ Pantabangan-Masiway 
package in Nueva Ecija, and the 360- 
MW Magat plant in Isabela. 

If PSALM would stick to its privati- 
zation schedule for the year, it would 
be able to sell half of the assets before 
the end of the year. 

PSALM will be auctioning off the 
600-MW Masinloc coal-fired power 


plant on July 26. 

In an earlier interview, Ibazeta said 
PSALM expects to fetch high bids for 
the Masinloc facility in Zambales, 
with 265 MW of the plants capacity 
now covered by power supply con- 
tracts. 

He said the reserve price—or floor 
price—for the plant would most like- 
ly go up since 41 percent of its de- 
pendable capacity would already 
have a sure market. 

He declined to give the reserve 
price for the plant, however, so as not 
to affect the bids. 

Right now, he said there were still 
19 entities interested in bidding for 
the Masinloc plant. 

By July 26, he said PSALM hoped to 
get between eight and 12 bids, as some 
ofthe 19 interested parties would likely 
band together to form consortia 

With 265 MW in supply contracts 
in place, he said it was highly proba- 
ble that the Masinloc plant would 
fetch as much as it did, or even higher, 
when it was first sold to YNN Pacific. 
Consortium Inc. for $561.7 million 
three years ago. 

“es possible that we'll get as much 
as that or even higher. Its because of 
the supply contracts,” he said. 
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Zap unwanted hair 
on BIKINI LINES 


„with LaserLi 
4 Ad 


What to wear in first 
days of college? Strike 
the middle ground 


Text by Bianca Consunji 
ZbU! Correspondent 
Photos by Charles Custodio 


HE SCHOOL UNI- 
form, while conve- 
I nient and inexpen- 


sË sive in the long run, does 
* not allow much room for. 


self-expression. This is 
why many college fresh- 
men, intoxicated by free- 
dom from hulking school 
authorities, run amok 
and often go to extremes 


to express their individu- 
ality during the first few 
weeks of class. 

A few months ago, a bunch of 
high school seniors asked my 
friends and 1 what we wore for 
the first week of college classes. 
They were extremely excited at 
the prospect of wearing casual 
clothes every day, and wanted to 
get wardrobe advice. 

“Ah,” а friend from a neighbor- 
ing school proclaimed, “1 dressed 
up like there was a party every 
day, because for the first time in 
my life, we were exposed to boys 

ScHIZO/C2 
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shirt, P439.75; 
jeans, P799.75 
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* Colored screen 


* Talking Clock and Alarm 


* MP3-grade & Polyphonic Ringtones 


Visit any SMART Wireless Center and enjoy: 
Original battery and accessories * 15-day 


replacement warranty * 12-month service warranty 


Grab a NOKIA 1600 handset now! 


NOKIA 


THE MOST AFFORDABLE COLORED-SCREEN HANDSET FROM SMART BUDDY! 


ON STEPH: Black shirt, P269.75; camouflage mi 
White polo shirt, P439.75; red plaid shirt, P559.7: 


jacket, P799.75: cap, P229.75. On Glen 
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KAGAT L5 


ON STEPH: Khaki pants, P559.75: yellow tank top, P229.75: On Anapet: 


Aba 


ink and green blouse, 


P799.75: sunglasses, P349.75: On Nikka: jeans, P729.75: yellow tee, P299.75; pink tank top, P299.75. 
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оп a daily basis! Tube tops, miniskirts, 
heels... then realized that I looked like a 
complete freshman after a while, because 
only the freshmen really dressed up." 

«Ном about you?" one innocent high 
school girl asked, turning to те. 

“I don't even remember," | replied. “All 
Iknow is that treated my school as a big 
jungle that had to be conquered, and 1 
had to be prepared for everything. I wore 
ratty jeans, sneakers, and shirts along 
with à huge backpack until realized that. 


{I didn’t have to dress like I was prepared 


to retrieve a copy of the Table of Elements. 
from the top of the lone coconut tree in 
the Sunken Garden at any time." 


Challenge 

Finding the perfect middle ground for 
back-to-school clothing can be a chal- 
lenge; after all, the perfect middle 
ground depends on several factors, in- 
cluding the school, college, and course of 
the student. For instance, a person 
dressed in a long-sleeved polo and dark 
pants will not look out of place in a busi- 
ness administration-dominated building; 
bring the same person to a fine arts build- 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


ing, and he will feel as out of place as a 
turtle in a snail shell. Students taking up 
fashion design will not have a problem 
wearing reworked petticoats and corsets 
in their home colleges, but law students 
wearing the same thing might have more 
Elle Woods moments than they'd care to 
have. 

But then again, not everyone wants to 
wear reworked petticoats or long-sleeved 
polo shirts. For those who want to stand 
out without looking like they're in the 
throes of initiation week, look for tops 
and bottoms that you can mix and match 
to come up with different looks for every 
day of the week. On Monday mornings, 
for instance, you can come in а Goth-in- 
spired outfit to match your black mood (if 
you haven't done your homework). Liven 
up your midweek with some color, or lay- 
et on some pieces to add zing to Friday 
night-outs after classes. 

Have fun with the high school stereo- 
types you see on Hollywood movies; 
dress like the resident jock one day, and 
wear glasses and a vest for a nerdy look 
the next. Wear plaid and throw on a cap 
for a preppy look, or layer bright, juicy 
colors (and a haughty pout) to give off 
popular princess vibes. Or better yet, 
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"Congratulations 
Sto the winners 
‘of Ayala Malls Cinemas" 


| BEST COPY AVAILABLE. 


combine elements of several stereot 
to come up with a look that’s all 
own. 

You don't have to sift through e| 
store in the mall or haggle endless! 
your favorite secondhand shop to ge 
looks you want to show off this sc 
year. Check out Bench's latest bac 
School offerings for your fashion s 
down the hallways of the school. We 
their colorful tees, jeans, caps and jac 
for the rainy day weather that aW 
greets the students for the first 
months of school. You can also pair 
old basic pieces with a colorful acce: 
two—a tank top or vest over a shirt Ш 
do wonders to revamp your ward: 
while a cap can add a funky touch to 
everyday clothes. 


E-mail the author at biancacei| 
ji@yahoo.com 


All clothes from Bench 
Makeup by Lanie Acedillo 
for Paul and Joe Beaute 
Hair by Nora Bauan for Capelli Salon С 
Models: Stephanie Ang, Ryan Agas, GM 
Perez, Anapet Miclat, Nikka 
and Carlos Consunji 
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ON RYAN: White shirt, P329.75; green shorts, P599.75; On Carlos: dark blue polo, P499. 
P379.75; jeans, P799.75 
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jacket 
‘Sure, even if 
summer's over, 
its stil abit 
too hot to think 
of outerwear. 
But now that the 
rains have start- 
Я ed making their 
|1 presence felt, a 
good jacket wil 
always come in 
handy. Check 


ош Adidas Orig- 
inals track jack- 

d ets for both 
guys and giris. 
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pol stuff ...... CHARACTER MAGNET PROMO 
Agood book | "Geta FREE collectible magnet" for every purchase of two (2) 


You will need to take a break from the many chapters your Papi ee NG 
professors force you to read for graded recitation. You wil regular movie tickets of FANTASTIC FOUR at any participating 
feed à baok you actually want to curl up with on weekends. | : MM 

Harry Potter will soon be back to entertain us with his final 

кыены А | Robinsons Movieworld branch nationwide. 
‘will be released all over the world on July 21. Fully Booked is " Е з силу му " 
accepting early reservations. Just sign up at the Customer A good diary X 

Service desk at any Fully Booked branch and get a 10-per- Whether you use it to plan your days or 
Sont discount for he early reservation. The Potterheads at_ | toehroncle your evry activity, Molesk- 
Fully Bookad are also working on exciting events, tobe held | ies 18th Month Diary is a good way to 


at the new Fully Booked flagship store at Bonifacio High keep track of how you're spending your 
M. Street, on the book's release date. 


time. Visit www.moleskine ph. 


Soo Posters for more details 
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LIFESTYLE 


Good makeup 

B000 Ma wal day, even ater a gruelling Algebra session, with good makeup. Огей Paris suggests ts True Match | 
Presced Powder which promises to match your skin texture. This powder, set to reappear in stores in August, will come in} 
ight shades. And f you want heathy-looking flushed cheeks, try L'Oreal Blush Delice which comes in six shades: Rosy 
веке. True Rose, Rosewood, Sugar Praline, Sandal Vell and Fresh Papaya. These products wil be available at depart- 
ment stores, beauty stores and drug stores. 


Enroll now and get 


3 FREE pb Treatments! 


The classics 
No we're not talking about books again. 
: ^ When we say the classics, we mean wardrobe staples such as polos, 
Some things you'll need, jackets and cotton crewnecks that would make getting ready for 
р И School in the morning a breeze. Check out these pieces from Spring- 
some things you ll want field, which feature handcrafted details, graphic prints, coats-of-arms 
and badges inspired by bespoke tailoring. Hot colors are subtle 
i i ‘reys, blues, khakis, rust, pink and yellow. Their sneakers and hood- 
for this rocking new ies are hot too. Visit Springfield at Greenbelt 3, Power Plant Mall, SM 
Megamall, Robinson's Place Manila, Alabang Town Center, Rustan's 
school year Makati, Ayala Center Cebu, and Bonifacio High Street. 
зснооис 


А good bag 

Finding the right school bag is essential After all 
you will be stuck with it for at least a year. Choose 
bags not just based on the printand color but оп 
what they can do. A recent visit to Bratpack made 


* N B E our heads spin. Jansport's latest bags have been 
Call our slimming professionals now at given a dose of technology to be able to answer your 


894-BODY (2639) 1 Various needs. There are bags with speakers, built- 
- Р in microphones, extra padding for storing your 
E Є. computers, and more. Find the straps that work for 
for a free consultation. I you, check if the size is comfortable and if you need 
L Speakers for your music player and night-time visi- 
bility (seriously). Visit Bratpack at Robinsons Place 
Manila, Robinsons Galleria, SM Cagayan de Oro, 
SMD: SM The Block, SM Pampanga, SM 
Southmall and Ayala Cebu 
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Textby Pam Pastor 
Photos by Jill Lejano 


VEN BACK WHEN HE WAS 
Е young businessman 
Rafael Louis Alunan had vi- 
sions of becoming a father. Visions 
of him driving with his son in the 
front seat after picking him up 
from school, Or the two of them 
playing basketball. Or talking to 
his son about what to do and not to 
do on his first date. 
Rafa is closer to seeing these visions turn into 
reality, with the birth of his son Rafael Lucas 
José Alunan last November. 


"To me it was surreal. Untiltoday,whenIsee | 


my son, I get overwhelmed. I still can't believe 
Tma father" 


The pregnancy 
His wife, bag designer Amina Aranaz, got 


pregnant two months after their beautiful old | 


Hollywood-themed wedding in January 2006. 
The pregnancy was fairly easy for the young, 
couple. "It was very easy for me. Amina was 50 
pleasant. Despite the mood swings, she was still 
зо pleasant, so emotionally stable.” 


FATHERHOOD/D3 | 


FAMILY TREE. (From top) Amina with baby 
Lucas, Rafa with baby Lucas, Rafael Lucas 
José Alunan 


Kasi sa Globe, may super-affordable deals on the NEW LG KU250 3G phone! 


At kayang-kaya ang lips- to-lips maya't-maya dahil ang Globe video call ay 
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Get 3 FREE phones when you subscribe to 
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Plan 800 with 1 Extension Plan 500 


Get 1 FREE phone when you subscribe to 
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Plan 800 with 1 or 2 Extension Plan 5005=36 months lock-up + Plan 800= 24 months lock-up 


At 0% interest up to 12 months 
Get Т phone at only P6,250 
Get 2 phones or more for just P 6,050 each 


All comes with a Globe 64K SIM 
Discounted rate is avaliable at Globe Business Centers only. 


THE NEW LG KU250 
Winner of the "3G for All" award 


Dual camera: 13 Megapixels and VGA cometa, 
great for video cling! 

MP3 & МР4 player-copable 

Bluetooth and USB data cable that charges as 
you surf the internet 


Hurry! The LG KU250 offer is good up to June 30, 2007 only. 


For more info, call the Globe Customer Hotline at 730-1000 or visit any Globe Hub or Globe Business Center. 
Visit wwwbetterthan3g.com or text 3G to 2222 for free info on Globe's Super 3G services. 


LG Mobile 


opo, ang lakas mo sa Glebe 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


| ВЯ СомисКеде emi esdbskatartsQioquirercom ph WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13, 2007 


GARFIELD. BYJMDAVS АР BY JESS ABRERA 


CER и рЫ ECONOMIC ALAM KO NA KUNG 
Ca 3 PROGRESS ANG | ANOWG IBIG E BIYAHE - 


$ BIYAHE 
A INASIKASO КО) SABIHIN NG 
Е © SA ABROAD ECONOMIC PROGRES 
AH.) 5 ; 
N : 


BABY BLUES BY JERRY SCOTT 


тит RewensereD 
растае ьлерестьхь FACT 
ABOUT Tue 109306 
валом 


I, mg 
ANG SABI, KAYA NATRI Lm 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


WHAT'S YOUR не CALLED "THE 


Fog МИ SERIES OF FiRst +ALK GoiNG | PizzA THEORY: A 
PHILOSOPHICAL SLice OF Рі22А 15 6 e точ 
gues! EUR nor cover 
DIALOGUES A Slice oF LiFe ieee 
2 CAVEMAN'S 
WIFE 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
ИЕР $ BAT мазь Aro. рево. 


aeBveorinm omen fA E NESEALIL WAR. Ko quie ү SUME SA TINGIN Ро JE NANDIYAN KA 


Barot Ne бемо JA PINPIN! OKEY Lana МАМАМ, SIGURADONG 
PUPULUTIN Mo “fo &f 


WOO! BEE SNS 
PLO NAIN 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're imaginaiwe and пу adventurous. You 

os have many fantasies, and you admire the courage of others. (You em- 
ieee brace the archetype of the hero.) You are always seeking broader hor 
—— zons. whether through literature or travel. You expect great things from 
niece ke Ше. You wil ove your year ahead because is full of exciting. new begin- 

Kako MEE nings. Open any door! 8 TA 
34 cong tonos Birthdate of: Richard Thomas, actor; David Gray, musician: Tim Allen, 
15 Glacial deposit 


actorrcomedian. 
16 Coeur d, ID. 


Nn EXE EU ИН 


24 Rowboat sistance this way pathetic toward someone. 
implement 


25 Ewo's mate TAURUS (April 20 to SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
28 News story May 20): You're wil- Nov. 21): If you can 
31 Trinidad's " ing to act to benefit help а co-worker to- 

аппег others today. You find Gay, you wil. Or per- 


ot shots: по tube at al haps, someone else 
37 Hydrox rival putting the needs of someone else wil help you. People are thought- 
39 Shoot‘em-up Belore your own. In fact, you feel fuland considerate today. 

40 Mathematics quit selfless and sacrificing. 


for SAGITTARIUS (Nov 
intellectuals? GEMINI (May 21 to 22 to Dec. 21): Your 
43 Elephant By Philip J. Anderson June 20): You might imagmabon isin over- 
feature Portiand, OR forces wih a 9.80 cine юй Youre 
44 Anna of "Nana" rop or a friend to il of create, in- 
atin с Assisi someone to- spiced ideas. Time spent with chi- 
45 Latin liesson а Stocking su 5) day. Somekindo group chantable ren wil be rewarding and quite 
46 Maroon, ке figure S| _effortis defintely possible. Огре possibly very meaningful for oth- 
Crusoe’ 6 Wee woolly hapsa fiend just needs your heip. ers 
48 Unvarying 


one 
CANCER (June 21 to CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
NE: E : opi x yocp E - 
в1 Inthe style of — "btious right now, and energy today ioneipa Difficulty Level ЖЖ Ж 


ou wl be ambiious fami) member or 10 

53 Greek markets э Developing site я, for he nex few weeks. You have maka where you I 3 

58 Toppers tor > 10 Wootu word 5 1 эю Youve lig d look mor аде 0 s Answer to previous puzzle 
intellectuals 1 Legal thing ur ja asic wipaparent, things in a different light todz 

erin. (unbom) 12 Bank payt. Tenth UR nE a T PLAY, 

64 amiet 13 Teacting ap. 

85 Arabian garb 21 French епа 


AQUARIUS (357.200 SU DOKU 
И LEO (July 23 to Avg. № Feb. 18): You aways 
66 Lady of the 22 Feline 22): You want to ex- wen lo make the 
house 25 Motel posting 47 


piore more of the хеле з ылы place. Fill the grid so that eve 
67 Nasiaseot 26 Ripening Word! Үш want to You have high ideals > nd 
tennis agents 


68 Cooties 27 Code name 
69 Pleasant smell 29 Notable years 


column, every row and every 
Travel or learn some- an a genuine concern for the , every 1 

thing new now. in parücubr, plant. Today you mgt persuade ЗХЗ box contains the digits 

ue айгаад to Unusual sub оез lo agree wih you. 

70 Dune material 30 Thaws 1 е - 1108. 


71 Arabian 32 Piginflms 42 Wihoutacrew 57 Geman es: ml haa NG, Tips and program at 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 

seaport 33 Soviet 47 Actor Wallach industrial chy VIRGO (Ang. 23 to Wem ей shop. www.sudoku.com 
collective 49 Hardboled 58 Mine vehicle Sept, D Youre ag oix yer a 

Down за Chil con _ one 59 Soft drink nut 9 RETI мшу splurge on 


Whiman and 35 Needle cases 52 Naysayers 60 Viciors shout 
Pickens 36 Homily topics 54 Florida city 61 Actress 


ever you have with some extravagant 
Someone else today. goodies. Perhaps more shoes? 
French capital” 38 SSS 55 iirationally Thurman You're aware of what you have and Му not! А Pisces can never have 
ina WWI song designation Intense 62 Black goo what others do noL Practice gen- too many shoes. 

Arkin and Alda 41 Sooner State 56 Swiftly 63 Tokyo, once erosity if you have the chance. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13, 2007 


“PEOPLE say they see me in Lucas, 


proud dad Rafa. 


” says 


эы? 


From page D4 


After soliciting the support of the Museum 
Foundation, which would be the main benefi- 
ciary of the fair, they quickly formed a com- 
mittee that would oversee its production. 
Along with fellow members Tana Lopa, 
Dindin Araneta, Pepper Roxas, Mailin Locsin, 
and Tricia Limon, they hoped to capture the 
homey, neighborhood-oriented atmosphere 
that has become synonymous with the Sal- 
cedo Saturday Marker. 

Since it was successfully launched last year, 
Art їп the Park has provided a relaxed, un- 
stuffy venue where aficionados of every stripe. 
can browse, buy, and learn about contempo- 
rary Filipino art. Tucked away in a sea of 
booths and stalls are paintings, drawings, 
sculptures, photographs, and original prints, 
all priced below P20,000. 

The whole purpose of the fair, according to 

"Lopa, is about finding accessible art in unin- 
-timidating surroundings: "Our goal is to 
showcase a wide variety of artworks that may 
not be seen in traditional galleries, and to pro- 
vide buyers and would-be collectors a less for- 
mal sétting to view these pieces.” 


Cross-section 

The bi-annual event, which takes place ev- 
ery June and November, has managed to 
draw in a diverse cross-section of soci- 
ety--from budding enthusiasts and estab- 
lished collectors, to expat families and young 
professionals, to newly-married couples fur- 
nishing their first homes—all of whom are in 
search of enticing bargains, or the occasional 
steal. 

Thanks to the positive reception it has re- 
ceived, Art in the Park continues to evolve 
along with its audience. 

"It has always been about stretching the 


From page DI 


Amina didn't have unusual food cravings ei- 
ther—it was Rafa who found himself dreaming 
about food in the middle of the night. "Td wake 
her up at two in the morning, asking her if she 
wanted Persian food or anything, like a sand 

wichora pizza.” 

He was constantly concerned if she was eat- 
ing well. “She was very balanced with her diet. I 
was always playing devil's advocate, I was al 
ways worried she was hungry. At times Га pre- 
tend to be hungry even if | wasn't just to see if 
shewanted to eat.” 


Thebirth 

When it was time for delivery, Rafa was there 
the entire time for Amina, who bravely chose to 
skip the epidural and give birth the natural way. 
"I never saw anyone in that much pain before. 1 
felt helpless, seeing someone in that much pain, 
my wife at that, and being unable to help.” 

The moment baby Lucas entered the w 
was emotional for Rafa. "The last time Icried re- 
ally hard was when my son was born. Its caught 
оп tape, actually. I wasn't expecting it. I was ex- 
cited. But the second he came out and cried, 1 
just bawled. It’s overwhelming. Whenever 1 re- 
‘member it, 1 get a rush. Its really overwhelm 
ing” 

He says its a memory he holds on to. " 
moment between him coming out and him cry- 
ing, thats an image I always go back to.” 


Lifestyle change 

Ies been six months since Lucas was born and 
Rafa has taken to fatherhood naturally "If there 
was an adjustment, 1 didn't feel it. Whatever 
lifestyle change there was, 1 just welcomed it. 
Tes just so amazing, seeing your own child being 
bom. Its magical. There are no words for it.” 

Rafa believes the key is rearranging his prior- 
ities and managing to find a balance. "I try to 
balance things out. I still spend some time with 
my friends. I still ту to exercise as often as | can. 
But now those things have to take a backseat to 
my being a parent. 1 have to work harder, save 
more, watch my finances more.” 

Like any other dad, he has experienced sleep- 
less nights. But for him, sleepless nights 
spent taking care of his baby are worth it. 

“The second 1 wake up, halfway 
through the night, Icouldn'tgo back (e 


to sleep. So when he sleeps with 
us, Im todo puyat. But it's 
different. Tvebeen'puya! xl „4 


many times from party- (ис 
ing or when I was study- 8 y 
ing architecture in school 4 
and had to finish draw 
ings. You wake up and 
you're in a bad mood but 
with him, its different." 


concept of art,” shares committee member 
Тапа de Leon-Lopa. “A bulk of the participants 
sell paintings: from classical figurative pai 
ings to the surrealist and abstract. There have 
been smaller works by established names, as 
well as fresh pieces by emerging artists and 
art students." 

In previous fairs, she adds, exhibitors have 
showcased the works of Mark Justiniani, Ма 
Herbosa, Ilustrador ng Kabataan (INK), Isa 
Lorenzo, Maya Munoz, Emmanuel Garibay, 
Rodel Tapaya, Pam Yan Santos, Michael Cacnio, 
and students from the U.P College of Fine Arts. 

Rather than being a high-end fine art affair, 
the focus of Art ín the Park is on affordable ev- 
eryday art, allowing people to buy a little bit 
of everything rather than making one or two 
large investments. 

"Some people have likened the experi- 
ence to a treasure hunt,” says Trickie. “You 
just have to look around and enjoy. Part of 
the thrill -and the fun—is in the browsing 
and the trawling. There is no right or wrong 
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RAFA shares 
atender moment 
with his baby. 


‘Amina says she always knew Rafa would bea 
3004 dad. “I always knew he was good with 
children. For some reason, even in this entire 
building where we live, all the kids know him. 
One time, we just moved in, I was walking out 
with him and this kid runs to him, “Tito Rafa!” 
and hugs him. When he leaves for work in the 
moming, the kids are downstairs leaving for 
school and he always talks to them in the eleva- 
tor. He's really good with children, even with 

his nephews. I knew he'd be a good father.” 
She appreciates the way Rafa bonds with 
Lucas. “He plays with Lucas. What's nice is he 
talks to Lucas like an adult. With me, I really 
see him as a baby but Rafa can talk to him 
like he's an adult. He makes kwento, “Today 1 
did this...” or "This is what happened at 
work" And Lucas really listens. Every 
time it’s Rafa's voice, he stops and he re- 

ally pays attention.” 


Great dreams 
Rafa has great dreams for Lu- 
cas—but he wants Lucas to make 
his own choices when he grows up. 
*I wish for him to be many things. 
Especially the things 1 could never 
be. But ultimately, 1 want to see 
how he develops as a person. What 
Til try to dois create the best environ- 
ment for him and, out of the things he's 


‘It has always 


been about 


stretching 


the concept of art 


JC 


"KNIGHT," by EJ Cabangon 


FAMILY PICTURE. Rafa Alunan, Amina. 
Aranaz-Alunan and their baby Lucas 


exposed to, see what he loves and ГЇЇ push 
him to do that." 

When asked if he thinks he'll be a strict dad, 
Rafa said, "Tm lousy with my nephews because 
I spoil them. I'l watch over Lucas. ГЇЇ teach him 
to eat the right food, do the right things, be 
helpful to people. But I'm not going to make 
him sakal.” 

Rafa intends to take the cue from his own 
dad, Rafael Alunan. “My dad was awesome. Не 
never made me sakal. He let me walk through 
life, pick myself up when I fall down. He was 
just always there on the side, watching. I knew 1 
could run to him. TI give Lucas the same 
space.” 

Rafa says there are many great things about 
being a young dad. “I have all the energy to 
spend on him. Its physically taxing, Amina's 
awesome to endure a long evening with a heavy 
baby. I do what I can to help. 1 am young at 
heart and mind so I think Tl be able to relate to 
my son better” 

‘And he's ready, even for what he thinks is the 
hardest part. “Securing a good future for your 
son. You do what you can at the present to make 
sure that when his future comes you're best 
equipped to deal with it.” 

Rafa and Amina want more kids. “Now that | 
have a boy, I want a girl. I want two kids but its 
up to God,” Rafa seid. 

For now, he is enjoying his first time as a fa 
ther. He is excited about being there for the 
many milestones of Lucas life. I have visions of 
his first birthday. OF his graduation from grade 
school, his first date, his first zit. Everyday 
there's something to look forward to. Everyday 
that I'm with him is a blessing to look forward 
to” 

Right now, he has his first Fathers Day to 
look forward to. "Td like to go to the beach. Lu- 
cas likes the water, so does my wife, so 401. And 
TI have a fat steak.” 

That steak better be good—its а well-de- 
served one. 


in the park 


thing to buy. In fact, it's a great way to ap- 
preciate all sorts of pieces.” 

A far cry from the international art auction 
scene, which is driven by sales and profits, Art 
in the Park is fully committed to a worthy 
cause: to raise funds and awareness for the 
National Museum and its network. “Like the 
Salcedo Market, the fair has been successful 
so far because it is, first and foremost, a pro-. 
ject that benefits the community,” says Trick- 
ie. 

‘On Saturday, June 16, Art in the Park re- 
turns to Salcedo Park (Tordesillas and Lev- 
iste streets, Salcedo Village, Makati) from 7 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Once again, the leafy sur- 
roundings will share space with affordable 
pieces From over 20 distinguished galleries, 
independent art spaces, and fine arts 
schools. 

“There is value in providing an alternative 
venue to view or purchase art,” says Tana. 
"Sure, you've got the formally-curated shows 
of museums and galleries, but you also have 
this fair twice a year. Now people have a 
choice. They can go where they're more com- 
fortable.” 


This bargain mall beats the back-to-school frenzy 


IF WE CAN FIND A WAY TO STRETCH 
our peso while having quality school 
supplies, then probably we can enjoy 
the thought of meeting new classmates, 
teachers, and feeling a different high 
during schoo! openings! 

When it comes to best buys for school 
supplies, Tutuban Mall in Divisoria is 


the best place to go. From the time it 


comfortable and safe surroundings. 


prices for high-quality goods has at- 


opened its doors 14 years ago, Tutuban 
Mall has remained the top choice for 
those in search of quality products at 
low prices. 

‘At Tutuban Mall, not only are students 
and parents assured of maximum value. 
for their money, they can also shop in 


The mall is a one-stop shopping fa- 
cility that attracts approximately 
200,000 customers daily Known as 
Manila's bargain center, Tutuban Mall 
appeals to shoppers from the A to D 
sectors. Its identity as the primary 
shopping center offering affordable 


tracted the kind of loyal shoppers oth- 
ercenterscan only hope to attract. 
Tutuban's feel of its captive market, its 
drive to give shoppers the best value for 
money has driven its expansion efforts. 
"The mall has grown from one building to 
the current seven interconnected build- 


ings with 1,700 tenants, transforming it 
into a modem commercial compound 
and now the biggest wholesale and retail 
shopping complex in the country 
Tutuban houses trusted stores like 
National Bookstore, Alexis Marketing, 
Bags R Us and Napoleon Golden 
Lifestyle Apparel, among many others. 
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ArtinthePark P {т ByPaoloR. Reyes 
in Salcedo ^ C S: WOULD CALL IT THE MAD 


musings of a utopian mind: the idea 
that great art could be accessible to all 
walks of life, as well as easy on the wallet. 

А AG But that’s just what Trickie Colayco-Lopa 

strives to Эч S and Lisa Ongpin-Periquet—the persons be- 

k RETA hind the Salcedo Saturday Market—had in 

i Д mind when they organized the country's 

make art у first affordable art fair, Art in the Park, in a 

$ leafy open space of Salcedo Village in June 

affordable ANTO) Fa d 

"At the time, I had just been to Sydney and 

enjoyed their weekend art market at The 

Rocks,” said Lopa, who, like Periquet, is a 

member of the Museum Foundation of the 

Philippines. “Lisa, being а long-term resident 

of London, also attended the Affordable Art 

es 3 Fair at the Royal Academy. So we talked about 

“INDECISION,” 3 А replicating both events in a Philippine set- 
by Kiko Escora м ting.” “ENDLESS Glorious 1," by Wire Tuazon 

COMMON/D3 (above) and “Burn to Death,” by Olan Ventura 


| Nokia 6300 
Takes 
The Streets 


Stylish. Slim. Striking. 


Qualities that best define 
the Nokia 6300. 


‘Sexy and stunning models recently highlighted 
the fashionable qualities of the Nokia 6300 
by strutting their stuff on the streets, bars and 
malls of Alabang, Makati, Ortigas and 
Quezon City. 


For 5 days, models walked, paraded, sashayed 
and posed in various locations throughout the 
| metro, all of them dressed in chic silver garbs, 
each having the stylish Nokia 6300 in hand. 


They first invaded the streets of Ayala Avenue 
and Ortigas. Then they went to the stores and 
shops of Glorietta, Greenbelt, Podium, 
Shangri-la and SM Mall of Asia. They also 
went to the bars, restos and coffeeshops of 
the hottest nightspots in Alabang, Greenhills, 
Makati, The Fort and Quezon City. 


By showcasing its striking features in a unique 
fashion show, the Nokia 6300 has proven to 
be the perfect mobile phone cum fashion 
ssory that you can take to the streets. The 
Nokia 6300 has made its 

statement: one can exude sophistication even 
| with simplicity, because true style never shouts. 


Nokia 6300 
True style never shouts. 


Nokia Store Branches Greeliel 1, Glorietta Digital Xchange, Tomas Morato, Festival Mall, SH City North Edsa, Geisand Davao, Gateway Mall, 
Robinsons Mania, Robinsons Galleria, SH Davao, Tacloban City, Lim Ket Kai Center DO, Alabang Town Center, Mall of Asia, Podium, Greenhills, SM City Cebd 
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The ‘Blackout’ challenge 


By Bayani San Diego Jr 


ITO VELASCO, CHIEF 

operating officer of 

Unico Entertainment, 
acknowledges that "Black- 
out," the film his company 
has produced, is facing an 
uphill climb as it begins its 
local run today. 

“Ies a challenge for us," he ad- 
mits, "But itis important to offer a 
nonformula film so that, in time, 
we can build a better appreciation 
or movie-making and the art of 
story-telling among local audi- 
ences," 

Described as a psychological 
thriller, "Blackout" bravely casts 
box-office star Robin Padilla in an 
unconventional part, says its direc- 
tor Ato Bautista. “He is portraying 
a role that's the opposite of his 
tough-guy image. A weakling, an 
alcoholic,” 


Attracting a mass 
audience for a non- 
formula film can be 

an uphill climb, 
but someone has 
to do it, says this 
team of cineastes 


“Robin wanted to do something 
different," says executive producer 
Tony Gloria. : 

That could be a big gamble, but. 
Padilla, Bautista, Gloria and the 
Unico team willfully surged for- 
ward, 

"Ies part of our initiative for new 
filmmakers,” Velasco explains. 
"Ato was among the first to avail of 
this new package. We made the 


equipment and facilities of [Uni- 
co's sister companies] Engine 
Room, Optima Digital and Opticol- 
ors available to him." 

Shot on Panasonic Varicam HD, 
Bautista's movie was later blown 


upto35mm film by Optima and 14 | 
Е 


prints were made by Opticolors. 

“We want to encourage young 
filmmakers to tell the stories they 
want to tell," says Velasco. 

In exchange, Unico secured dis- 
tribution rights for the movie that 
is now making the rounds of film 
festivals abroad, Velasco volun- 
teers. 

Bautista relates that “Blackout” 
illustrates how a studio and an in- 
die filmmaker can work well to- 
gether. 

*1 had to consult Mr. Gloria on 
some decisions, both creative and 
business. Though there are some 
disagreements, we kept an open 
mind to reach a middle ground,” 
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ON THE SET with (from left) star Robin, director Ato and cinematographer Lyle Sacris. 


OW SHOWINGI 


PAAA POA mee AA ЕО nana "ы, 


"THE BEST OF STEVEN SODERBERGH'S HEIST 


Thirteen" 


"Recaptures the 
es the breezy 


“Ocean's Thirteen 
^ spirit of she shows the real fun, 
original moyje!" _ 


OWE BRA PAT MAT BAWA NOY HD, OON aT BIRMI ВСП AO LC 


ТЕ 


маза GE ALL AGES ADMITTED 


pom 


An 
SESE Me TT" Va Mi) iier tio Aram 


VEM vi Ratio iride 
Pus DON DNI тетти бо 


et VIR РР ar 


LL LELETL S Ah 


i mowvietime. 
[rro ME CS m [mm VY T E 
Your life as a movie 

AA 


movietime 
|е о м O 


| urs A MOVIE TREAT 
YOU CAN'T RESIST 


Watch and Win at SM Cinema 


OMOTO MAY DIFFER FROM ACTUAL PRIZE 


OPENS JUNE 13 


"ANGAS vest: md 


merno mania 
— 
о ENDE NEIN, do, rt 
IMAX NBLACKOUT ANU 

st wii ^ api  IFANTASTIC FOUR. BLACKOUT 

Е LT 

а о PONDERA ААВ WTA TBIGIN 
‘Mission Prices: P250 H}BORDERTOWN EMR: BEAN'S HOLIDAY 

FANTASTIC FOUR УРААМО KITA IIBIGIN “BORDERTOWN 

ате но roon 


: 
pur SHREK 3 те FOUR 
ERATES or CARIBBEAN 3 MEME 

Senne ay ма. DEAN'S ношод SO СТУ BUM d EPAANO KITA IIBIGIN 


SHREK З 
#BLACKOUT НЕК KIA IIBIGIN #FANTASTIC FOUR 


erv манна зге 
PREMIERE смен I FANTASTIC FOUR. SMENY MAM pr 
PAANG KITA TIBIGIN (FANTASTIC FOUR FANTASTIC FOUR 
SOCEAN'S 13 S BLACKOUT 
MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY T OCEAN” 
FANTASTIC FOUR OCEANS I 
Е Ума. BEAN'S HOLIDAY 
ЗА oF canioazan з + РАМТАЗТІС FOUR 
= MeANTASTIC rouR СЭНВЕКЗ ок 
cmn Y BORDERTOWN EFANTASTIC FOU! 
FANTASTIC FOUR, ВОНО PAANO KITA IIBIGIN 
p por 
FANTASTIC FOUR. SMEMYSTAMESA 7161416 [FANTASTIC FOUR 
633-2976 !FANTASTIC FOUR JeORDERTOWN 
TRANTASCUICEOUR SMEITYGASMARINRS amar 
зина эзиш JOCEAN'S IS FANTASTIC FOUR 
E SPAANO KITA IIBIGIN “PAANO КІТА IIBIGIN 
pasa pot isum 
SEANTASTIC FOUR УМЕ. BEAN'S HOLIDAY ¿FANTASTIC FOUR 
IpIRATES OF CARIBBEAN З | SHREK 3 


feoRDERTOWN BLACKOUT. 
keANTASTIC FOUR RDERTOWN 
риа FANTASTIC FOUR 


SOCEAN’S 13 
SMOHYSINIMMO 7862488 OCEAN'S 13 


#FANTASTIC FOUR 
R ssa 
XFANTASTIC FOUR HANIASHC FOU ПІР 
‘sm сту sucar 829-4975 


PAANO KITA IIBIGIN FANTASTIC FOUR 

#BLACKOUT IPIRATES OF CARIBBEAN 3. BLACKOUT 

dsniP #BLACKOUT FANTASTIC FOUR 

NFANTASTIC FOUR Socean's 13 FANTASTIC FOUR 
'ANTASTIC FOUR PAANO KITA IIBIGIN PAANO КІТА IIBIGIN 


зтопүысшан 7793055 


CENTERSTAGE 
FANTASTIC FOUR 


PODIUM 
ERS 


‘SM VALENZUELA 20-3817 
FANTASTIC FOUR 


анс 
ANG 
матин 
m 
KATOTOHANAN 
robin 
das calzado 


Вга ошл 


эи Dn на nA та вит BG алад 


NOW SHOWING 


Feel the Thrill at these SM Cinema Branches: 
MEGAMALL, MALL OF ASIA, NORTH EDSA, MANILA, FAIRVIEW, SOUTHMALL, SUCAT, 
АМ LAZARO. STA. MESA, BACOOR, BICUTAN. VALENZUELA, MOLINO, STA. ROSA 


MIRCS Ratng) RID тест ron o YEARS or AG AND ARO 


swemvpntoon (тава "mus 

1BORDERTOWN S 

ioter canmancan SMenynamneas 885640104 FANTASTIC FOUR 

FFANTASTIC FOUR ;FANTASTIC FOUR 1РАМТАЗТТС FOUR 

JeIRATES OF CARIBBEAN 3 
Р (PAANO KITA IIBIGIN 

{EiNtastic rouR — 3 IPAANO KITA TISIGIN 

E FANTASTIC FOUR: SMOMYERGUIO (7419753838 

ЗРААМО KITA IIBIGIN PIRATES OF CARIBBEAN 3 

#OCEAN'S 13 iPIRATES OF CARIBBEAN З 

Етан SMeIYPRMPRNGR езюттыз jPAANO KITA IIBIGIN 
LFANTASTIC FOUR ЗРАМТАЗТС FOUR 

smamycanm (045028824445 

ANTAS TIc FOUR irawrasrie FOUR #FANTASTIC FOUR 

#FANTASTIC FOUR : js 3 Ln 
EPIRATES OF CARIBBEAN З FANTASTIC FOUR 

AIC POUR ЎРААМО KITA IIBIGIN FANTASTIC FOUR 

#FANTASTIC FOUR ctam pans: 

SPAANO KITA IIBIGIN el 

OCEAN'S 13 swemup (043)7860187 iPAANO KITA IIBIGIN 

minama бийи? IPAANO KITA IIBIGIN ЖЫНЫН кт 

РАЕН ROUR, iPANTASTIC FOUR ,PAANO KITA IIBIGIN 

МА. BEAN'S HOLIDAY #FANTASTIC FOUR TBERCKQUT 

ЗРААМО KITA IIBIGIN ŚWHISPER ЗРАМТАЗТТС FOUR 

#FANTASTIC FOUR SFANTASTIC FOUR 


smomvweea (0427710897780 


smen Dna 


ÉFANTASTIC FOUR 
ioceAw's 13 


po u-—— —Q— EC 
nanana FANTASTIC FOUR 
знспунию (9390202822 EFANTASTIC FOUR 
EWHISPER FANTASTIC FOUR 
jPAANO KITA IIBIGIN {FANTASTIC FOUR iLüCKY YOU 
isHREK 3 JFANTASTIC FOUR Spinares OF CARIBBEAN з 
{PIRATES OF CARIBOEAN з {PIRATES OF CARIBBEAN Э SPAANO KITA IIBIGIN 
(FANTASTIC FOUR SOCEAN'S 13 JOCEAN'S 13 
#PANTASTIC FOUR FFANTASTIC FOUR 
ЗМЕПУ САЛА (038592834 J RESERVED pei (634) 78 1010 
PIRATES OF CARIBBEAN 3 (PAANO KITA IIBIGIN FFANTASTIC FOUR 
ZOCEAN'S 13 #FANTASTIC FOUR 
IPAANO KITA IIBIGIN jocean's 13 
#FANTASTIC FOUR iweisPeR 
SewEDoLES ane SUI Yo CHANGE тн PRIOR NOTICE 


100000000 
LS CINEMAS 


MEET THE 
„вовызоке, 


каак ШЕПП инди FER CHA NOR СО. 
Сов в. во вооовоосоое 


M 


687-6963 


Eastwood City 


suey backin time as wo take you оп a musical ride, 
voie GS aree oe BONG 


atch The Members pay tte ro these rod cons £ тоге: 
Tint Henan tedleppem The Cure The Doors 

se Boing Stones The Smiths The Shadows The Ventures 
Every Thursday, 8:00 PM 
Eastwood Fuente Circle 


« Eastwood City 
FANTASTIC 4 


TAO, 12:20, 2:40, 
530, 1:20, 3:40 
8 


FANTASTIC 4 
8:00, 12:50, 3:18, 
5:30, 1:50, 10:10 
5 
FANTASTIC 4 
1:20, 3:40, 6:00, 


Ml 5 Pit / Eastwood Central Plaza E LANA 


OCEAN'S THIRTEEN 


| лола, 245,635, 825, 11:05, 
M GUARANTEED SEATS | 


rtr IMS 


ныз 


"WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 13, 2007 


im 


OPENING TODAY 


Blackout 

Stars Robin Padilla, Iza Calzado, John. 
Michael Reyes 

Directed by Ato Bautista 

An alcoholic landlord (Padilla) wakes up 
from a fainting spell and discovers a corpse 
under his car. Bautista's second movie has 
been shown in different festivals in the US. 
Wm. Brian of the Indianapolis film fest de- 
scribes it as a “unique thriller ... with power- 
ful acting.” Viet-Ly Nguyen of the San Fran- 
cisco Asian-American film fest hails the di- 
rector's “keen ability to switch between reali- 
ty and illusion ... subtly hypnotizing and 
boldly told.” Rowena Aquino, writing from 
the American Film Market, opines that “he 
manages to fashion a work thick with omi- 
nous ambience that goes beyond horror/sus- 
pense conventions.” Exclusively in SM Cine- 


Stars Ynez Veneracion, Ray-An Dulay, 
JV Roxas, Mark Dionisio 

Directed by Cris Pablo 

The same digital director behind “Duda” 
and "Metlogs" offers “a dark tale of love and 
betrayal” in this movie shot in a remote 
mountain village in Mindanao. Documentar- 
ians, who are studying the “open” relation- 
ships among tribal folk, confront their own 
failed affairs. Pablo says that "the open rela- 
tionships among today's gay couples can be 
likened to the ‘institutionalized’ polygamy of 
Filipino men who are allowed several part- 
ners.” He explains that his film dares to ask: 
"What is it about Filipino men—gay or 
straight—that makes them want more even 
though they're already in committed rela- 
tionships?” Exclusively in IndieSine Robin- 
sons Galleria and Robinsons Place Ermita 


Fantastic Four: 
Rise of the Silver Surfer 


Stars Michael Chiklis, Jessica Alba, Ju- 
lian McMahon, Chris Evans 

Directed by Tim Story 

Marvel’ first family of superheroes faces 
their most formidable nemesis yet in the Sil- 
ver Surfer, “an enigmatic, intergalactic” mes- 
senger heralding the end of the world. In- 
dieLondon.com reports that “the sequel 
promises more action and villainy ... [and] а 
bolder approach, aiming to broaden its ap- 
peal to a higher age bracket.” Channel Four 
Film comments that “critics hated the first 
movie [which earned $155 million in the 
US], but fans lapped it up ... the sequel is 
more promising." McMahon, who plays Dr. 
Doom, tells popsyndicate.com that "[work 
on this movie] isa little ridiculous. You could 
do like two-eighths of a page a day and 
you're happy with it." 


The ‘Blackout’ 
challenge 


From page Et 


Bautista recounts. 

He points out that a studio-indie part- 
nership can be "very beneficial if both par- 
ties collaborate well." 

Bautista also served as line producer, on 
top of his duties as director and co-writer 
(along with Shugo Praico). "But 1 left the 
marketing aspect to the execs. They're 
more experienced in that field.” 

For marketing and promotions, Unico 
linked up with SM Malls. "Blackout" is be- 
ing shown exclusively at 14 SM Cinemas 
nationwide. 

“Unico can only do so much in putting a 
film together, the theaters are still needed 
to attract a mass audience. SM was open 
and supportive enough to screen “Black- 
out,” says Velasco. “They helped us by 
guaranteeing a number of theaters and 
coming out with advertisements.” 

“Mutually beneficial," Ric Camaligan, 
vice president for operations of SM 
Leisure Group, describes the mall compa- 
ny's relationship with producers. “We try 
to be reasonable business partners for 
movie production companies. № works 
both ways.” 

“What we can offer is new content that 
cinema owners can show in their theaters. 
Our target is two to four films a year,” Ve- 
lasco says. 
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Pervasive moral 
breakdown in 
*Bordertown' 


JENNIFER LOPEZS MOST SIGNIFICANT 
starrer to date is the current film, “Bordertown.” 

It’s a hard-hitting production based on re- 
ports of thousands of female workers being 
raped and killed in Juarez, Mexico. 

Adding to the movie's significance is the fact 
that most of the victims work in sweatshops tak- 
ing advantage of the free trade agreement be- 
tween the US and Mexico. Thus, the exploitation 
is not only personal, it's also political. 

Lopez plays an ace investigative reporter in 
Chicago who is assigned to cover the kilimgs by 
her boss, played by Martin Sheen. Once she 
gets to Juanez, however, she gets much more 
than she bargained for. She discovers that the 
Mexican government is bent on sweeping the 
many murders under the proverbial rug. 

lt blames only one а. 
man for them, and E 
since he's been caught, VIEWFINDER 
the cases are consid- 
ered solved. 

No way! Even with 
the “mass murderer” 
behind bars, the rapes 
and killings continue. 

But Lopez's character 

has a hard time getting 

a handle on them—un- 

til she touches base Vesto 

with a former colleague 

and lover, portrayed by Antonio Banderas. 

He edits а crusading newspaper in Juarez, 
and knows his way around. Grudgingly, he 
agrees to help her, and Lopez's journalistic mis- 
sion finally gets going, 


Big break 

"Their big break comes when a rape victim. 
survives her traumatic assault, and asks for help. 
to get the justice she deserves, Lopez empathizes 
with her pain so much that she even dares to 
pretend to be a sweatshop worker herself, just so 
she can lure the killers out ofthe shadows... 

‘This is a terribly dangerous play, but it does 
lead to the capture of the bus drivers who first 
assaulted the surviving victim. 

Despite this positive development, however, 
Lopez's woes are far from over. She learns to her 
dismay that the plug has been pulled on the pub- 
lication of her important exposé, and that even 
her boss has gone chicken on her—that’s how 
powerful the free trade consortium has become. 

Still, Lopez is determined to get justice for the 
Killers’ thousands of helpless victims. So, she 
goes back to Juarez and is about to become а 
Victim herself—until she's rescued by the surviv- 
ing worker she's been helping. This is when the 
movie stumbles, because it's highly improbable 
that the two of them could conveniently be in 
the same place at the same time. 


More glitches 

Other glitches include a general feeling of the 
production hitting all the right buttons. Its exces- 
sively efficient effort to rise to significant heights 
sometimes makes the movie appear too well-in- 
tentioned and even artificial. “Factual” exposes 
need to be completely natural to be truly power- 
ful. 

Still, "Bordertown" is more significant than 
many other movies, so Lopez and Banderas 
should be praised for supporting it with their 
performances. To her credit, Lopez imbues her 
Character with sufficient grit and resolve to 
make her key scenes crackle with conviction, 
while Banderas scores thespic points with his 
character's projection of weary heroism. 

“Bordertown” ends with a chilling thematic 
point that explains why the Mexican govern- 
mentis so determined to keep the mass murders 
secret: Lopez and other investigators conclude 
that the victims were killed not by a few evil 
men, but by many. 

Thus, the Juarez rapes and murders reveal a 
moral breakdown that has become more the 
rule than the exception. How to “solve” such a 
pervasive problem? The mind boggles. 


Feedback 

From Elizabeth C. Croyon of Makati City: 
“1s alarming to see what the intense competi- 
tion on TV has made our leading nerworks do. 
Where else can you see sexy dancers in tiny cos- 
tumes gyrating erotically at noontime? Many 
children are watching and are being negatively 
affected. 

"What needs to be done for TV people to real- 
ize their responsibilities and limitations? Parents 
have no choice but to more strictly supervise 
their children's viewing choices.” 

We've received several queries from viewers 
about what they observe to be a surfeit of what 
they describe as laundry—or detergent-oririted 
scenes and guest artists on a weekly anthology 
drama onTV 

‘They note that in several recent episodes, 
guest actresses are shown washing clothes with 
а particular detergent brand, then in the шег. 
view following the drama, they also talk,aBout 
how a clothes-washing incident figured signifi- 
cantly in their lives or careers. 

‘The viewers say that they would prefer it if 
such tie-ups could be discontinued, because they 
get in the way of the drama! TV productións 
show more than enough commercials as it is, 5o 
product tie-ups shouldn't get into the program 
proper. 


‘Grizzly Man’ 

‘The critically acclaimed film, “Grizzly Man,” 
documenting Timothy Treadwell's obsession 
with the grizzly bear, will premiere on Discovery 
Channel at 9 p.m. on June 25. Werner Hertzog 
paints a complex portrait of passionate grizzly 
bear advocate Treadwell, who died after being 
mauled by a grizzly in Alaska. 
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Remedy 


Falling hair should not be taken lightly. It is 
not just a cosmetic problem, it can lead to 
something more serious. If left untreated, this 
condition can progress to extreme hairloss and 
may result in permanently thinning hair. Svenson 
has formulated the Hair Reinforcer Remedy to 
control your falling hair and bring back its lushness 
and volume. You won't need to worry about 
your falling hair anymore. 


Save your hair. Call Svenson and stop 
your hairloss now! 


ALABANG 
AIF Gilibank-Frabelle 
Bldg. 


BINONDO 
ИЕ Federal Tower TEL: 234-0851 
Bldg. 


TIF Keppel Centre 


m 


win 


flt the Activity Center 


З FANTASTIC 4: RISE OF 
THE SILVER SURFER 


2 Fantasti 4: 


OCEAN'S 13 "THE SILVER SURFER 


(Д PAANO KITA il 


Customer Service text hollina: 0917 6095900 


PINO KITA.” || Customer Senice Numbers: 


2 3# 


r FANTASTIC 4: RISE ОР OCEAN'S 13 


THE SILVER SURFER 


FANTASTIC & RISE OF 
"He SILVER SURFER 


Goriotta - 752 7272; rom 10am to 9pm 
Greenbelt - 757 4853, iom tam lo 9pm 


Alabang Town Conter 812 2782: rom 10am to 8pm 
Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Мае? Market 885 7519 


лш srs 


GLORIETTA 


PRATER OR THE | 
(CARIBBEAN: 
ATWORLOS END 


PAANO KITA 


6 FANTASTI « rise oF 
1IBIGIN 


THE SILVER SURFER 


2 


OCEAN'S 13 


7 Panong 
RISE OF 
тне SILVER SURFER | 


FANTASTIC 4: 
RISE OF THE SILVER SURFER 


ҮТҮ 


OWN 


Nosti's Koko Krunch Event 
June 9 & 10, 200; 


Fitness at ho Town: Free wallbelng & Invigorating 
jealth classes at 
Cortes E Los Palmas & Town Plaza 
Juno 1 to 13, 200; 


FANTASTIC А: 
RISE OF THE SILVER SURFER. 
GUARATESD SEATS 
5 


FANTASTI 
RISE OF THE S p "SURFER 


4 


28 


FANTASTIC & RISE OF 
THE SILVER SURFER 
atte rs 


AYAL ACENTER: MARKET! MARKET! 


FANTASTIC & RISE OF 
THE SHVER SUREER 


OCEAN'S 13 1 
SUITS 


билиу sats 
FANTASTIC 4: 

RISE OF THE SILVER SURFER 

овп seats 


4 


FANTASTIC 4 


Marla Flordeluna Mall Tour 


Bazaari Bazaarl Men's Falr 
‘June 15,2007 E 


june 4o 15, 2007 


FANTASTI 
Rise OF ТИЕ SILVER SURFER 


Mazda Car Exhibit 
June 7 to 9, 2007 at GB 1 Lobby 


Ў FANTASTIC 4 
oceanwsia |5 isi or tas 009 surrer 


3 


3 FANTASTIC 4: 
RISE OF THE BILVER SURFER. 


1 2 


ыы ‘ONSTAGE - Tho perfect spot for concerts, stage plays, 
8 copiato events is now accepting bookings for May to July 2007 


For bookings, pls. call 752-7862 or 757-3861 


Oretadés 


тн SILVER SURFER 


Ё 
THE SILVER SURFER. 


FANTASTIC 4: 
RISE OF THE SILVER SURFER 


2 


FANTASTI 
RISE о ТИЕ SILVER SURFER 


1 

Embroidered Mutliples: 181 етш 

EUM volkenkunde (National Museum of Ethnology), The | 
"For more into, pls. сай 75 


ipine Costume fr. The Museum. 
therlands June 4 to July 1, 2007 
museum inquiry @ayalamuseum.org 


yalaM 
OCEANS (3 


3 uxor ЕЕ SURF Toa PAANO KITA IIBIGIN 


CA 
м ) 


GET А CHANCE ТО WIN 
A SCHOOL BAG 


AND OTHER PRIZES 
[FOR EVERY P300. 
WORTH OF SAME DAY PURCHASE 
RECEIPTS FROM PARTICIPATING STORES! 
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